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jihnrn hien^ \lixo^il Cura^ trardnir, ^rnnt huc’sjml, nr/itnoj. (i-. 
brttK, qin* los qii’wro rcr, me place, rcsjjandto t7, 7/ cntraudo, 

• a s/7 (tp(t\cnta^ sarh del vun malctilla i'i< f<t t^tmda ton iina 
cadcmlln^ y ahncndnlny halh'i cn clla tn's hhias in'cntdc'^ y nnos 
pnpvlcs de /////<(/ huena letra oentoit dc mmut . — Dos (^uixo'fi 
l*art« 1. Caitifi !■» 

It is Tiiijjlity w/'li, s.iitl llu* prifst ; i»ray, l.'iTHllonl, hriiitr mo 
f Iu»s»‘ liooKs, lor I liav<* a miinl to sn* Willi alLiuy heart, 

.m^uered tjiii^os%; iroiiia ti» Jiis chaniDiT, lie hroiii'lit out 
a little old rloP'-oa;^’ \. ith a ftadlotk and rliain to it, and, oprii- 
Iii^ it, he took out llireo lar^i* xoliiini^, a^id si»in<> ni.niiisrript 
|i.i]i»‘rs wii'ten in a line oharacter.^J xjivis’s TrunstaUnn. 
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LK(;KMI) of iVloNTKOSF WilS writltMi 
cliH'fly with. ii \i<‘W to re;i(L‘r 

tiu? iiiclaiK’iioly late J<»lm ^^la)r<i Kilpoiit, 
elih'sl son 41!' W ill lain I'larl «>f Airtli ainl iMini- 
teilli, ami tin* siniralar <*ii***uinstjiiirc»s altmicl- 
ill”' tlic‘ hirth ami history of James Stiiwart ol* 
^vnlvoirlifli, hy avIiosc liaml the iinfortuiiate 
uobi email ii'll. 

\)m' swhjeet leails ns to talk of deadly feuds, 
and w<'. must h<»<»iu witli one still more aiieierit 
tlian that to fvliieh on: story relates. During 
the reitrjn iV., a great feud between 

the poAvau’ful families of Drummond and Mur- 
ray divided Perthshire. The former, being 
the most ,'v:^5Vfirous and powerful,' cooped up 
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eight score of the jMurljjtiys in tlio kirk of Mo- 
nivaird) and set fire 1o u Tlic wives and’tho 
ehi\dren of the ill-fiited men, who 1 i;m 1 also 
found shelter in the eluiVeii, perished l)y (he 
same conllairratioii. C)ih^ man, named David 
jNIiirray, escaped hy ilie hiimauity of one of the 
Drnnunoiids, wlio received him in liis arms as 
he leaped from amongst the ilames. As Kin?; 
James JV'. ruled with more at*tivity tfian most 
tif his ])redccossors, this cruel d(‘ed was s<*- 
verely revenged, and sev(‘ral of tlie perpetra- 
tors Avere beheaded at Stirling. In cimse- 
queuee of the prosecution against liis clan, tlie 
Drumiv-^nd’brjro^/liose assistance David INIur- 
ray had escafjcd, lied to Ireland, until, by 
means ol’ the person whose lil’e he Iiad saxed, 
lie was jicrmitted to return to Sc<itlaiid, Avh(*re 
he and his des(*endaiits were dlstinguIsluMl by 
the name of Druiiimoiid-Kirinieh, or ba’iioch, 
that is, DrumnmAd of Ireland; :nid the same 
title Avas bestoAved on their estate. 

TheDriimmond-ernoeh of James the Sixtli's 
time AA^as a king’s foresf^’ in the furest of tilen- 
artney, ;ind chanced lo fcc there in 

search of A'enisoii about the year 1588, or early 
iTi 1589. This forest Avas adjacent to the chief 
haunts of thc.jMacGregors, or ^ ^'•ular race 
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of llinm, known by the title of !MacEagh, or 
Cluldreii of tlio They considered tlu* 

forester’s liuntin<r in their vicinity as an a"- 
frression, or perhaps they liad liiin at fend, for 
t lie apprehension or slani^hter of some of tlieir 
own name, or for some simihg* reason. This 
trihe of MacGregors were outlawed and per- 
secuted, as the reader nr.iv s<,'c in the Intro- 
duction to Roh Roy ; and every man’s hand 
hein<2^ against them, tlieir hand was of course, 
directed against eyery man. In short, they 
surprised and slew Driimmond-ernoeh, cut off 
liis head, ami carrieil it with them, wrapt in 
the corner of one of their phiidv 

In tlie full exultation of ydhgeanec, they 
slopped at the house of Ardvoirlich and de- 
iuaiided refreshment, which the lady, a sister 
of tlie murdered Urummond-eriioch, (her lius- 
hand being absent,) was afraid or unwilling 
to refuse. Slu* caused bread and cheese to i)(» 
phiv'Lvl before them, and gave directions for 
more substantial refreshments to he prepa- 
red. While^fdie was^ absent with this hospi- 
table intontWn*, rhe oarh&rians placed the head 
of her brother on the table, filling the mctutli 
with bread and cheese, and bidding him eat, for 
many a mrrrMAcal lie had eaten in that house. 
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The poor woin;iii returiiiii*::, and helioldinjr 
this dreadful siglit, shriej^ed aloud, and fled 
into tlie woods, Avhere, as dcseribed in the ro- 
mance, she roamed a ruA'ing maniac, and for 
some time secreted luirself from all living so- 
ciety, Some i^jemaining instinctive^ feeling 
l)rought her at length to steal a glam^e fnnn a 

distance at tin' maidens while tlu*v milked the 

*■ • 

cows, wliieh being observed. Inn* husband, 
Ardvoirlieli, had her eonvey<*d back to her 
lioine, and detained her there till she gave 
birth to a child, of Avhom she had been preg- 
nant; after which she was observed gradually 
to recovoi’ het.ij^j/y'idal faculties. 

Meanwliile^he ofitlaws liad carrii'd to tlie 
utmost their insults against the regal autho- 
rity, which indtfed, as exercised, they had little 
reason for resjxM^ting. Tliey horo the same 
bloody tro])hy, which they laid so savagely ex- 
hibited to the Ifuljf of Ardvoirlieli, into the old 
chiircli of liahjuidder, nearly in the centie of 
their country, where the Laird of MacCregor 
and all bis clan being coi^^encd fot the purpose, 
laid their bands successh'^eiy on dead man’s 
bead, and swore, in hcatlicnisli and barba- 
rous manner- to defend the author of the deed. 

* s ^ 

This fierce and vindictive coi^^^ ‘^Jl^ion gave 
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flic author’s lato and lamentoil friend. Sir 
Alexander Boswell, Bart., subject for a spirit- 
e«l poem, eiilitl(Ml “ (daii-Al pin’s Vow,” wliieli 
WAS printed, Imt not, I believe, ])ublished, in 
1811 .* 

I'lie fat't is ascertained by a proclamation 
from the Privy Counc‘il, dated 1th February, 
1589, direetinjr letters ofjire and sword against 
tlie IMacGregors.'l' This fearful commission 
was executed with uticommon fury. The late 
excellent John Buchanan of Fambusmore 
showed the author some correspondence be- 
tween his aiKU'stor, the Laird of Buchanaiu 
and Lord Drummond, about sweepyig certain 
valleys with tlieir follov^ers, on a fixed tiling 
and r(uulezvons, and taking sweet revenge* 
tor the death of their cousin, l)ruminoiul-er- 
iioch.” In s|»ite of all, however, that could 
lie done, tlni <levoted tribe of MacGregor still 
bred up survivors to suKlai\i and to inflict new 
crut?lties and injuries.^: 

• See Appendix. No. I. 

f See Appendix. No. II. 

t ..nityiKivon me by .*i seeoml mention 

of this trilie, to iiotiee an error, which ini]Mites to an individual 
named Ciar ^lolir MacGregor, the slaughter of the stud(;iits at 
the battle ol’ Cileiilriiin. I am inhmned from tin* aiittio*rity of 
John Gregorsoii, Msq., that the chieftain so named was ile.'iii 
nearly a ce»;V:7 \-JjpYore the battle in question, and could not. 
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Moanwliile young James Stewart of Ard- 
voirlicli grew uj) to inaiiliood uncommonly 
tall, strong, and active, with such power in the 
grasp of his hand in particular, as could force 
the blood from beneath the nails of the persons 
who (*oiitended with him in this feat of stnuigth. 
His teinjH?r was moody, fierce, and irascible; 

he must haVe had some ostcnsihle good 
ijualities, as he was greatly beloved by J-ord 
KiljMUit, the eldest 's^m of the Harl of Airth 
a lid Menteith. 

This gallant young nobleman joined Mon- 
trose in the setting up his standard in 1(511, 

tlH iTloiv, Iiuv-* ilon<* |h(^Vnirl artum iniMitiotiHl. Tin* nilstaki* 
il(it*s not rol A\ith iin*, as 1 disrlaiiiifMl la'iiii; n^sponsihlr lor tbv 
tradition whih* I 4]ii(it<‘d it, but with Milnar tain*, wIiU-li is 
always dis|)osfd to asrrilie roinarkaldo ni tioiis ton miiarkablr 
ii.inu'.-— Sretlu'OiToiirouHpassiifrr, Uob llo\, Vul, J., Inti'oilur- 
tirwi, p. x\i. ; and so soft slcH'p the oifrinlrd phantom of Dut^ald 
(’iar ]Molir. 

it is with jilei'isiiri* and slraiiio iliat I m'oril the 

more important error, of haviiii; announced ns deceased my 
learned acquaintuiice, the Uev, l^r Grahame, minister of AlaT- 
foil. — See Hob Hoy, Vol. II., p. I cannot now recollect 

till* ]iivcise i;roiiiul «d’ my deprivini^ my le.irried and e\<‘e^eiit 
friend of liis existence, unless, like JMr Xirke. his ]irederessor in 
the parlsli, the excellent Doctor had made a short triji to Hairy- 
J.ind, with whose W'onders he is so well acquaihted. Hut how- 
ever T may have bc*cn misled, icy rt^-ct i s mo stt^uiccre for^lia- 
vin^ spread such a rumour ; and no one can be more gratilied 
thaii l4hat the report, however 1 have been induced to credit 
and e it cuiT4‘iicy, is a false one, and that Dr Grahame is 
still tin* living pastor of Aberfoil, for the delight and itistnic- 
tion of his brother antiquaries. 
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just before the tleeislve bsitlle at Tippcrmuir, 
ou the 1st Sopten)1)er iu lliat year. At that 
lime, Stewart of Arilvolrlieli shareil the eoufi- 
(l(‘iiee of the youiiii^ lionl hy day, and his hed Jiy 
iiipht, wlien, about four or five days after the 
battle, Ard\oirlieh, either from a lit of sudden 
Jury or deep inalieii long entertained against bis 
unsuspeeting friend, stabbed Lord Kilpont to 
tlie lieart, and escaped from tlie camp of Mon- 
trose, having kilh‘d a sentiiwl wlio attempted 
to detain liim. llisliop (jnthrie gives as a rea- 
son for tliis villainous action, that Lord Kil- 
])ont liad rejected with abhorrence a proposal 
of Ardvoirlh'h to assassinate Montrose. J3ut 
it does not apjiear that tlieve is any authority 
for this cliarge, which rests on mere suspicion. 
Ardvoirlich, the assassin, certainly did Jly to 
the Co\enant(M's, aiul was einjdoyed and pri»- 
moJedby lliem. l ie obtained a pai'don for the 
slaughter of Lonl Kilpont, c()nfirmed by Par- 
liament ill I (Ml, and was made Major of Ar- 
gyle’s regiment iu 1(M8, Such are the facts 
ol’ thov talc, hof-e given as a TiCgend of Mon- 
trose’§ w'ars.^ Tlvfi ivadeff will find tliey are 
considerably altered iu the fictitious narrative. 

The autlior has endeavoured to enliven the 
tragedy of tlie tale by the introduction of a 
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])erRoiiagc* proper to tlio time and eouidry. In 
tliis lio lias boon licld Iiy exri^llcnt jiidii^es to 
have been in some decree sucei'ssJ’iil. The 
coiitemjit of eoinmeree ont(*rlaimMl by youno* 
men liaviiiu; some ]>retein*e to jjentility, the 
poverty cil’tlie eouiitry of Scot land; tlse nation- 
al dis])osition to wanderlnp^ and to adventure, 
all eondneed fo lejid tlie Scots aliroad into the 
military service of count ri<‘s which Averc at 
war with each otht'r. They were distinguished 
on the Continent by their bravery ; but in 
adopting the trade of mercenary soldiers, they 
necessarily injured their national character. 
The tinetnrc^of learning, which most of them 
poss<»ssed, degenerated into pedantry; their 
good breeding beeaine mere cm’emonial ; their 
fear of dishonour no longer kept them aloof 
from that wliieli was really unworthy, hnt was 
made to depend on certain ])nnctilioiis obser- 
vances totally .apart from that whicli \fas in 
its(*lf deserving of praise. A eavalier 4)f ho- 
nour, ill seareli of bis fortune, might, lor 0x7 
ample, ebaiige his service as be f\amld bis shirt, 
fight, like the donj^ity Cap^aiuiDalgetty, in 
onti cause after another, withonl ri'gard to the 
justice of the quarrel, and might plunder the 
peasantry subjected to him by thoXiitc of war 
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with the most unroltMitiii" r;i])iici1y ; but he 
must Ix'ware how lu; siistaiuod tlie slii^htost 
roproacli, oven from a clergyman, if it liacl re- 
garii to iiegh?et on tlie score of <liity. The fol- 
lowing occurrence will prove the truth of what 
1 mean: — * 

Here I must not forget the ni4*mory <»!' 
one ])rcac1ior5 JMasler William lM>rhess4*, a 
preacher for soiihli<*rs, yea, ami a <*ai>taine in 
nee<le to leadtJ sonhlim*s on a good oirt^asion, 
being full of courage*, with <liscn*tiou and good 
<‘omluet, beyoml some 4*aptaines Ihavt^knowne, 
that were not so capable as he. At this time 
he not ouely prayiMl for us, but muihou witli 
us, to remarke, as I thiii!.c, men^s carriage ; 
and having found a sergeant neglecting his 
dutie and his honour at sncli a time, (whose 
name I will not expresse,) Iniving chidden 
him, did promise to n^veale liiiu unto me, as 
In; did alter tlufir service- The# sergeant being 
trailed before me, ami accused, <1141 deny his 
•accusation, alleaging, if he were no past4»ur 
that iuwl alle«'ige<l if, he wouhl m)t lie under 
the kijury. Tluv*[)reachcr offered t4) fight with 
him, [ill pr4)4)f] that it was trutli he had spo- 
ken of him ; wlicreupon I casliicred the ser- 
geant, and g" -4^’his place to a worthier, called 
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JNIuiigo Gray, a geritleinaii of good worth, and 
of much courage. The sergcsint being cashier- 
ed, never called Master AVilliam to account, 
for which he was cvill thought of; so that he 
retired liome, and quit the Avarn^s.” 

The above quotation is taken from a work 
whicli the autlior repeatedly consulted wliile 
composing the following sheets, and Avliich is 
ill great measure Avritten in the liuiiionr of 
Ca}>taiu Dugald Dalgetty. It bears the folloAv- 
ing formidable title: — Moxiio his Exjiedi- 
tion Avith the AA'orthy Scots Regiment, called 
MacKcyij’s Regiment, levied in August 1026, 
])y Sir Donajd ^lacKeye Lord Rees Colonel, 
for his Majestio/s s.Tviee of Jlenmark, and re- 
diiiced after the lialtle of Nerling, in Septem- 
ber 1034, at Wormes, in theValz: Dischar- 
ged in seAwal duties and observ’^ations of ser- 
vice, first, under the magnanimous King of 
Denmark, during bis wars against the Empire ; 
afterwards under the invincible King ot\Swe- 
ih‘M, during bis Majestic's lifetime* ; and since- 
under tlic Director-General, tlie^lex-Cbaiicel- 
lor Oxensterne, and^iis GeTferak>': Collected 
and gatlicred together, at spare hours, hy Co- 
lonel Robert Monro, as First Tneutencant un- 
der llie said Regiment, to the licjide and Avortliy 
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Captilin Thomas MacKcnzio oF Rihlon, hrn- 
thor to tlic iiohlo Fionl, llio T-iurtl Earl of Sea- 
torth, lor tlu; uso of all noble Cavaliers favour- 
ing the laii<la])le ])rofession of arms. To wliieh 
is annox(Ml, the Abridgement of Exercise, and 
4livers Eraelieal Observations for the Younger 
Ollieer, bis consideration. Ending with tlu' 
Soldier’s ^Meditations on going on Service.” — 
London, 1037. 

Another worthy of tlie same school, and 
nearly tlie same views of llie military charac- 
ter, is Sir James l^iriier, a soldier of fortune, 
who rose to considerable rank in the reign of 
( liarles 11., had a command (hilhnvay and 
DiimiVies-shire, for the supj^ression of conven- 
ticles, and was made prisoner l>y the insur- 
treiit Covenanters in that risnig which Avas fol- 
lowe<l by the battl<i of Eentland, Sir James 
is a person eveji of superior pretensions to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Monro, lurving writt<*n a 
Militj^ry Treatise on the Pike-Exercise, calhul 

Pallas Armata.” Moreover, he was educa- 
ted at tilasgtnV College, though he escaped to 
become an Ensiith in th*e tierman Avars, in- 
stead of taking his degree of Master of Alts 
at that learned semiiiarv. 
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In luttor times, Im was author of several 
discourses on liistorical and Htc*rary sidijeets, 
from wliicli the Baiinatym' (Jluh liave <*xlriK*t~ 
«m 1 and printed such ])ass:i<^es as conei'rii Ills 
Life and Tilings, under the tith‘ of Sir daim^K 
^rnrner’s IMmuoirs.” J'nun this curious hook 
1 t*\tra<*t the followincf passaj^e, as an example 
of Iiow ( aptaiw l)alj*(‘tly inifi^hl Iiavi^ rijcorded 
siicli an incident had lie kept a journal, or, to 
oive it a more just charactm*, it is such as tlie 
t^imius of l)(! Foe would liave deviscnl, to give? 
the iniiiiite and distiiijj^uishiiur features of trutli 
to a tie! it ions narrative : — 

“ Ihxu’c'l wijl set doim ane accident befell 
me; for ihoi^h it >/as not a \ery strane^c one, 
yet it was a very od one in all its parts. JNIy 
tiio bri^ads lay in a \illa£^e within halfe a mile 
of Ajiplebici ; my own quarter was iii a j^eiitle- 
mau’s bouse, who was aRitmaster, and at that 
time with Sir Alarmaduke ; liis wife keepd lier 
chandler readie to b<i liroiit^ht to hed.*^ The 
castle lieiug over, and Lambm*t farn* enough^ 
I resolved to goe to bed cverie Idght, hfiveirig 
had fatigiui enough before. first night T 

sleepd well enough ; and riseing iiixt morn- 
ing, r inisd one liiinen stockiiie, one halfe silke 
one, and one boothose, the acc^ubtreincnt un- 
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dor SI bootc for one le^i^ ; neither eoiihl tliey be 
found for siiiy sesireli. Heln^ provided of iiiore 
of 111 *' ssiiiu* kind, 1 insub; iiiyselfe r(Ml<lie, sind 
rode to tlie lusidHjiiarlers. At my reluriu*, 1 
eould bejire no lunvs of iny stoekins. Tbsit 
nijj^lit I went to bed, siiid iiixt iMoriiiii*’;’ found 
niyselfe just so used ; missing tlu‘ tlirt'O slock- 
ins l^r one lei^ on lie, tlie c)rlu‘r tliret* being left 
intire as tlu'y W(‘re the dsiy before. A narrower 
search tlieu the first wsis iiia<I(^, hot without 
siiccesse. I fiad yot in resm-ve one ]>aire of 
wliole stockings, and a pain* of bootliose, great- 
er then the former. Tluise I put on my legs. 
Tin* third morning I fouiul tt^’ie ^anie usage, 
the stockins for one leg oiiHe left me. It was 
time for m(i then, and my servants too, to ima- 
gine it must be rats that bafl shard my stock- 
ins S4) in<‘(piani(* wilt nn* ; and this the mistress 
of ihe^ hous4» kiu*\\" W4‘ll mioiigli, but wold not 
t(dl it me. The roonu*, which was a h»w par- 
lour, liiMiig well searched with candh's, the top 
4>f niy great boot hose was I'ounil at a hoh‘, in 
which tlu*y hail drawue all the rest. 1 went 
abroaTl ami oirderil the boards to In* raised, to 
see how the rats bad disposd of my moveableH. 
The mistress sent u servant of lier oune to be 
present at this action, which she knew con 
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ceriid her. One hoard being hot a litlc opciid, 
a litlc l)oy ol* mine tli^’iist in liis liand, and 
I’etelid with liim foiire and Inentie old poeces 
of gold, and one angell. The servant of tlie 
house adirnied it apportaiiid to his inistrev;. 
Tli(i boy bringing the gold to me, I Aveiit ini- 
inediatlie to the gentlewomans ebaniber, and 
told her, it \/as probable T-iambert haveiiig 
qnarterd in that house, as indeed Ini liad, some 
oS‘ his servants might have bid that g«)Id : ami 
if so, it was lawfnllie mine; hot if slu? eoiild 
ir.ake it appeare it belongd to bijr, I soiild im- 
imullatlio give it her. The poore gentlewoman 
l(jld me wkh many teares, that her husband 
l)oiijg none of the Yrugallest men, (and indeed 
he Avas a spendthrift) she liad hid that gedd 
without his knoAvledge, to make use of it a'^ 
she liad occasion, espeeiafUe Avhen slie lay in ; 
and conjured me, as 1 loAul the King, (fur 
whom her husbilnd and she had siifferd much) 
m>t to detaiiie lier gold. Slie said, if the^’e Avas 
4Mther more or losse then foure and tuentie 
Avhole pceces, and tAA^o hall'e ons's, it soidd be 
none of hers ; and that they Avere put by her 
in a red velvet purse. After I had given her 
assnreance of her gold, a ncAV search is made, 
rtlie other aiigell is found, the velvet purse all 



A LEGTND OF MONTROSE. 


XVH 


gnawil in bits, as my stoek'ins and the 

gold instant lie restor,il to the gentlewoman. I 
have ofttni heard that the eating or gnawing 
ot’ cloths hy rats is ominous, and portends some 
mischance to tail on these to whom the cloths 
hehmg. I’thaiik (fod I was miver addicted to 
such divinations, or heeded them. It is true, 
that more misfortunes tlien *0110 fell on me 
sliortlie after; hot f am sure I could have het- 
ter forseeiie them inyselfe then rats ur any 
such vermine, and yet <lid it not. I have heard 
indeed many fine stori(*s told of rats, how tlu?y 
ahaiidon houses and shi]>s, Avheii the first are 
to lie hurnt, and the second ^Iround. -Natural- 
ists say they are very sagac/ious creatur(‘s, and 
1 helecve they are so ; hot I shall never he of 
the opinion they can forsee future coiiting<*ii- 
cies, whicli I supj^ose the divc‘ll himselfe cau 
neither forknow nor fortell ; these being things 
which the Alniiglitii* hath ke»pd liiddeii in tlu‘ 
hosOine of his divim* prescience. And Avhither 
the great (lod hath preordained or predestina- 
teil these things, which to us are contingent, 
to fall out ny aiTe iineontrollahle and nnavoid- 
ahle neeessitio, is a question not yet decided.*' * 

* Sir Janifs TniMcr’s Memoirs, l;ariii:itwu* edition, p. o”. 
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In quoting tlicso ancient autliorities, I inu:st 
not forgot the more niodcrn sketcli of a Scot- 
tish sohlier of the old fashion, by a inastcr- 
liaiid, ill the character of Lesinahagow, since 
the c\is< (‘lice of tliat doughty (.'aplain alone 
must d<‘])rlve tlie ])rcs(‘nt author of all claim 
to absolute originality. Still Dalgetty, as the 
production of his ow-n fancy, has been so far 
a favourite with its parent, that be lias fallen 
into the error of assigning to the Cajitain too 
prominent a part in tlie story, 'fliis is tin* ojn- 
nion of a critic who encamps on the highest 
pinnacles of literature ; and tin* author is so far 
fortunate in hjiving incurred his censure, that 
it giV4*s his modesty dec(‘iit apology for ([no- 
ting the jiraise, Avliich it would liave ilUhefit- 
ted him to bring forward in an iiiimiiigled 
state. The passage occurs in the lidinhurgh 
Rciview, No. 55, containing a criticism on 
Tvanhoe : — 

There is too mmdi, perhaps, of Dalggtty, 
— or, rather, he engrosses loo great a pro[)or- 
tion of the work, — for, in himself, we think 
he is uniformly eiiterlainiiig aiuMlie author 
has nowhere shown more alHiiily to that match- 
less spirit who could bring out his Falstaffs 
and his Pistols, in act after act,* and play after 
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play, and exorciso (lieni every lime witli scenes 
of uii])oiinde<l loquacity, witlioiit citlier cx- 
liaustiniy llieir liiiinoiir, or varyiiifj^ a note from 
its cliaract<*ristie tone, than in liis iare^e and 
reit (‘rated spc'einieiis of the elo(jii<*nc(‘ of tin* 
redoubted *liitt-inast(‘r. Tlie general ichni of 
tlie character is familiar to our comic drama- 
tists after the H(‘storatioii — and may hc^ said 
in soim^ measure to he compounchMl of Captain 
Fluid hm and Jiohadil ; — but the ludicrous com- 
bination of tlie Holdado with the? Divinity stu- 
dent of MarescJial-C<dl(‘i((', iseutindy original ; 
and the mixture of talent, selfishiu'ss, courage, 
coarseness, and concent, was neyer so ha|»|nly 
(*\emplilled. Numerous as his sp(‘(M*h(‘s arc, 
there is not one that is not characteristic — 
and, to our taste, divertingly ludicrous.” 
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No. I. 

The scarcity of iny Jalc frieiuVs pocMii may lx* :ii 
excuse for addiiifr the spirited (‘oiu liision of Clan 
/ilpiiTs v'ow. The ('liiii (i!n*p>r lias met in the 
.uici(*ut church of Bahjuidder. 'fJie liead of Drum- 
inoud-Krnocli is placed on tlx* altar, c*overo<l I’or a 
lime with the bainier of tlx* tribe. The (3hii*f of 
llie tribe adv^aiivies *-o the altar: 

“ And jnuisiii’r, on the baniitT ija/iMl ; 

Then criiMl in sj’orii, liiiaer ia'si‘«l, 

‘ 'I’his as the lMM»n of Seotlainl^ kina 
And, with a qiiiek anil ani;ry Hini;, 

'rossini; the p.ii;e.int screen a«'ay, 

The dead in.iii’s head hi fore hiiii lay. 

I'ninined he seann'd the o’ei , 

'I'he clotted h«‘ks were dark with i;ore, 

'fhe fe.it n res A\ ilh toiiMilsion ui iin, 

'I'he e\es contorted, sunk, and dim. 

IJiit nnappaH'd, in ani;ry iiiiNxl, 

ilh loweriiii; hrow, iiiiiiioMsl he siood. 

L poll tlie lie.id his h:*reift-ii»lit hand 'J 
lie laid, the other £;raspM his hrand : * 

'fheii kiief'liin;, cried, ‘ To Heaven 1 swi.'V 
'I'liis deed of de.'tth I own, and share ; 

As triilj, fully mine, as thoiiith 
TJp^ iny rijjht hand ha 1 dealt the blow; 
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romp then, our roi^tipii, on?, romi»<iJI ; 

If to r(;\«*iif;p this raitiir's liill 

One blade is baivil^ <nn* how is drawn, 

ZVIiiie evcM’lustinir peare I pawn, 

To claim I'nun them, or claim tVom him, 

Til retribution, limb ior linih. 

Ill sudden IVay, or open strife, 

This^bteel shall render life for life.’ 

“ TIo ceased ; ami at his beckon iiii^ nod, 

'Fhe clansmen to the altar trod 
And not. a Avhisper breatlusl ac»iind. 

And ]ioiii;lit Avas heard of mortal sound, 

S.ive fnim the clanKiiii^ arms they boie, 

That rattled on the marble th)or ; 

And each, as he ap]»roach’d in h.isti*, 

L^poii (he scalp his ritjht haml placed ; 

U ith livid lip, and gather'd brow, 

Kach tittered, in his turn, the \ow. 

Tierce ^Malcolm watchM tlie p.issing scene, 

Ami scaich'd them through Avitli glances keen; 
'i’heii dasliM :i tear-drop from his i^ye; 

Tnbid it caim* — be kneu not why. 

Txiiltiiig high, he towering stiiod : 

‘ Kinsmen/ lie cried, ‘ of Alpin’s blood, 

And wortliy of Clan AJpiii's name, 

I bistaiifd by coAvardiee and shame, 
biVii do, spare«ioeht, in time ol ill 
Shall be Clan Alpin’s legeml still I’” 


No. 1 1. 

It has dispiitt?d yhetlior tlio Cliildrou o: 

the Mist were actual MacGregors, or whether the;, 
were not outlaws named MacDonald, helongi!!^’ 
to Ardiiainurchaii. The following net of the Pri\ \ 
Council seems to decide the question : — 
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* “ J'Jdinhiir^h, Atk J^cbruarT/, 1589. 

Tin*: same <lay, tlie L<jr(ls of Sooret Council 
bciiif^ crcdiblifi infornu‘cl of yo criu*] and inisrlioi- 
voiis ])roceedinj^ of yo wickiMi Clanii^n^or, so hmg^ 
coiitiiiuoiiig in blocnl, slaiij^htors, liorsliips, mani- 
fest reifts, and stontlis cioininitted up.>n liis 1 lio- 
ness’ peaceable and j^ood subjects ; iubabitiii^ ye 
countries ewest ye brays of y(} llif^blands, tliir 
money years bygone; but specially lieir al’te*’ yo 
cruel murder of iinicdl Jo. Drummond of Drum- 
money ryueb, Ins Majesties prop(^r teimant, and ane 
of Iiis fosters of Gleiiartiiey, committed upon yo 
day of last bypasl, be certain of yo 

said clan, bo yo council and determination of ye 
baill, avo>v ami, /lefeiid yo authors yrof qoever 
wald persew for r4‘verge of ye same, qll ye said 
Jo. was oc’cnpied in seeking of venison to his Hie- 
iiess, at command of Pat. liOrd Driiinmoud, Stewart 
of Stratbariic, and principal forrester of Glenart- 
ney ; tin* (Jiieeu, his Majesties, nearest spouse, being 
yii sliortliti looked for to arrivi* in this realm. Like- 
as, aft<»r ye murder committefl, ye authors yrof 
cutte<l oJf ye said umqll Jo. Driimmornrs headland 
<-urried the same to the Laird of M‘Grigor, who, 
and the haill surname of M‘iL*igors, purposely con- 
voiiied upon the Sunday y rafter, at 'the Kirk of 
Diicliqidiidder ; 4{r they caused ye said umqll John’s 
liead to be pnted to yni, and yr avowing ye sd 
murder to have been coiiimitted by yr communion, 
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council, and determination, laid yr hands upon the 
j) 0 \v,jiiid in eithnik, and barbarous manner, swear to 
dfdend ye authors of ye sd murder, in inalst proud 
< ontiMupt of onr sovrn Lord and his autlioritie, and 
in evil example toothers wicked lirnmarls to do ye 
like, j^ive ys sail be snlV<‘red to remain nnpnnished.” 

Then follows a commission to rtie Earls of Ifiint- 
ly, Ar^yle, A thole, ATontrose, Pat. Jjord Drum- 
moyd, Ja. Coinmendator of*Incli^ffray, And. (’amp- 
bel of Lochinnel, Duncan (-ainpbel of Ardkiii«;las\ 
Laiichlane Aldntosh of Dimnain-htane, 8ir do. 
AJnrrya of TiiUibardeii, knt., (ico. Dmdiaiian of that 
Ilk, and And, Al‘b''arlane of Ariqnoclier, to search 
for and ap])reli(*nd Alaster AI‘(iri{>;or of (ilenstn\ 
(and annmberof others noininatim,^‘‘aiul all others 
<d* the sahl (.•lan^ri*»or, or ve assistars, culpable of 
the said (kHous niurther, or of thift, reset of tlufr, 
herships, and sornin^s, rp’ever they may be aj)- 
preheiided. And if they refuse to b.* takem, or 
flees to strem^tbs ajid houses, lo pursue and asse^e 
them with fire and sword; and this coinniission to 
endure for lb(» spaci' of tlirei* y^ars.” 

Such was tlu‘ ^ysttun of police in l.>89 ; and such 
the state of Scotland nearly thirty years after the 
lleformatic».?i. 
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WijiLii: tlioso juigos wore ‘pcisshi^ tliroiigli tlio 
press, tlie :iutIior received a letter from the present 
Ilohert Stewart of Ardvoirlich, favouring him with 
the account of tlie unhappy slanj^liter of Lord Kil- 
pont, dilleriiii^ from, and more probable than, that 
”ivcn by Hisliop Wishart, whose narrative infers 
either 'iisaiiity or tlie blackest treachery on the part 
of James Stewart of Ardvoirlich, the ancestor of th<‘ 
present family of that name. It is but fair to j^ive 
the entire communication as received from my re- 
spected coiTcspoiuleiit, which is more minute than 
the histories of the psriod. 

Althoiigli I have not the honbiir of heiiii^ per- 
sonally known to yon, I hope you will exc use tln' 
‘liberty I now take, iu addressiiiir you on the sub- 
ject of a transaction mo tie than once alluded to by 
you, in which an ancestor of mine was unhappily 
c'.oiicerned. I allude to the slaughter of Lord Kil- 
pont, son of the Earl of Airth and Monteith, iu 
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1644, by James Stciwart of Arclvoirlioli. As tlie 
cause of this unhappy event, ami the quarrel which 
led to it, have iiev<*r been correctly stat(;d in any 
history of the period in which it took place, 1 am 
induced, in consequence of your havinji^, in llie st»- 
cond series of your admirable Tales on the History 
of Scotland, ad<q)tcd AVihliari's-versioii of the trans- 
action, and being aware that yoiir having doin' 
Avill stamp it wfth an* authenticity Avhicdi it dpes not 
merit, and with a view, as far as possible, to do 
justice to the memory of my unfortunate ancestor, 
to send you the account of this affair as it has been 
handed down in the family. 

“ James Stewart of Ardvoirlich, who lived in the 
early part of the 1 7th century, and who was the un- 
lucky cause of the slaughter of Lord Kilpont, as be- 
fore mentioned, was appointed to tin* command of 
one of several irnh'pendent companies raised in the 
Highlands at tin; commencement of the troubles in 
tlie reign of (diaries I. ; another of these companies 
was uinh'r the command of Lord Kilpont, and a 
strong intimacy,* strerigtln*ned hy a distant relation- 
ship, subsisted between them, ^V'^lnm IMOiitrosc; 
raised the r*)yal standard, Ardvoirlich was one of 
the first to declare for hun, and is sqid to have been 
a principal nnsins <if bringing over fi (ird Kilpont to 
the same cause ; and they accordingly, along with 
Sir John Drummond and their respective follow- 
' ers, joined Montrose, as recorded by Wisbart, at 
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While tliey served together, so strong 
was tlieir intimacy, thuMliey lived and slept in tin; 
same tent. 

‘ Tn the meantime, Mojitrose liad been joined by 
the Irish under the eominaiid of Alexander Mac- 
donald : thesg, on llieir mareli to join Montrose, liad 
committed sonn^ I'xeesses on lands belonging to 
Anlvoirlicli, which lay in the line of tlieir inarch 
from Xh(‘ west coast. Of this Ardvbirlich complain- 
ed to Montrose, who, prohahly wishing as much 
as possilde to conciliate his new alliis, treated it 
in rather an evasive manner. Anlvoirlicli, who was 
a man of viohnit [lassions, having faihul to receive 
such satisfaction as he reqninMl, challengi‘d Mac- 
donald to single combat. Ilefore they met, how- 
ever, Montrose, on the information and i>y advins 
as it is said, of Kilpont, laid tlnMii both undm' ar- 
rest. ATontrose, seeing the evils of such a fend at 
such a critical time, i*lliM*ted a sort of laM'onciliation 
between tlnmi, ami f<^rc«Ml them to shake hands in 
Ills pres«'m*(‘ ; v>hen, it was said, that AnKoirlich, 
M’ho was a very powerful man, toTik sm li a hold of 
Macdpnald’s hand as to make the hloml start from 
his fingers. Sfill, it would appear, Anlvoirlicli was 
by no means reconciled.* 

I • 

“ A few day^» after the battle i»f Tipperinuir, when 
Alontrose with his army was encamped at Collaee, 
an entertainment was given by liim to his oflicers, 
in honour of the victory he had obtained, and Kd- 
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pout and his comrade Ardvoirlich were of the party. 
After returning to their quarters, Ardvoirlich, who 
seemed still to brood over his quarrel with ]Vra<!- 
doiiald^ and being heated witli drink, began to 
bhune Lord Kilpuiit for the part he had taken in 
ju’eventiiig Ids obtaining re<lres'<, .ajid rellectiiig 
against JMontrose for not allowing liim what he 
considered proper repai*ation. Kilpont of course 
defended the conduct of himself and his relative 
Montrose, till their argument came to high words ; 
and finally, from the state they were both in, by 
an easy transition, to blows, Mhen Ardvoirlich, with 
his dirk, struck Kilpont dead on the spot. Hit im- 
mediately fied, and under the cover of a thick mist 
escaped pursuit, leaving his eldest son IFenry, who 
liad been mortally wounded at Tipperinuir, on his 
deathbed. 

“ His followers immediately withdrew from 
Montrose, and no course remained for him but to 
throw himself into the arms c£ the opposite faction, 
by whom he was well received. Ills name is fn*- 
quently mentioned in Leslie’s campaigns, and on 
more than one occasion lie is mentioned as naving 
afibrded protection to several of his former friends 
through his interest witl^ Leslie, when the King's 
cause became desperafe- 

The foregoing account of tills unfortunate tran- 
1 am well aware, differs materially from 
the given by Wshart,. who alleges that 
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Stewart liad laid a plot for tlie assassination of Mon- 
trose, and that he imirdorod Lord Kilpont in ron- 
seqiieiice of his refiisjil to participate in liis design. 
Non, 1 may he allowed to remark, that besides 
AV’^isliart having always been regarded as a partial 
hi>.toriaii, and very ijiiestionable authority on any 
subject eonnceted with the motiv(?4 or conduct of 
those wlio differed from him in opinion, that even 
had iSlewart formed such a design, Kilpont, from 
his name an<l connexions, was likely to be tljo very 
last man of wliom Stewart would choose to make a 
e(jniidaiit and accomplice. On the other hand, the 
al)ov(' account, though never, that I am aware, be- 
fore hinted at, lias been a constant tradition in tlie 
family ; and, from tlie comparative recent date of 
the transaction, and the sources from which the 
tradition lias been derived, 1 have? no reason to 
doubt its perfect alitheiitieity. Jt was most circum- 
stantially detailed as above, given to iny father, JVlr 
Stewart, now of ^Vrd\^)irlich, many years ago, by a 
mail nearly connected with tlie fainilv, who lived to 
tlie age of lOU. Tliis man was a great grandson of 
James* Stewart, hy u natural son John, of whom 
many glories are still current in this country, under 
his apjicdlatioiiaof ./o//y^ dJnt Mhor, This John was 
with kis fatiiee at tlie time, and of course was a 
witness of the whole transact ion ; he TivimI till a 
<*nnsiderable time after the Revolution, and it wa^ 
1‘roiu Jiiin that niy father’s informant, who was ’ 
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a man boforn his p^ramlfatlior, Jolm dhii lyfliors 
(leatli, rortiivi‘d tlic iiifonnatioii as above slated. 

“ I have many apologies to offer for trespassing so 
long on your patienec ; but I felt a natural desire, 
if possible, to eorr(*ct wliat I t‘onceive to be a 
groundless iinputalion on the memory of my an- 
rcstor, before it shall eome to be eonsidered as a 
matter of llistcn’y. That ho was a man of violent 
passions and singular temper, I do not pretend to 
deny, as many traditions still curiHmt in this coun- 
try amply verify ; but that he was capable of fiirm- 
iiig a design to assassinate Arontrose, tlie whole 
tenor of his former conduct and principles contra- 
dict. That he was obliged to join the opposite 
party, was merely a inattcT of safety, while Kil- 
pont had so many j)<»werful friends and connexions 
able and ready to avenge his death. 

I have only to Jidd, that ynu’ have my full per- 
mission to make what use of this conun iiiiicalioii 
you ])lcase, and either to rejfct it altogether, or al- 
low it such credit as you think it disserves ; and I 
shall he ready at all times to furnish you with any 
further information on this suhji'ct which you may 
require, and which it may he in my power to af- 
ford. 


“ A KDVDIHI.U'II, 
Januaru, 



rosTscrts IT. 


x\.\i 


The publication of a statement so particular, aud 
probably so correct, is a debt duo to the memory of 
James* Slevvart; the victim, it Avould seem, of his 
own v oleiit passions, hut perhaps incapable of an 
act of premeditated treachery. 


AjiJimsi oijii, 

IHoO. 




I]?fTRODUCTfON. 


Sergeant More M^Ai.pin was, tluring bis 
resi<b‘iir«.» ami)iig^ us, one of tlio most honoured 
iiihiibi Units of (ijiiidereleiigh. No one thought 
of disputing his title to the gr^at Kuilliern eliiiir 
on tlie “ eosiest side of the ehininey,’’ in tlie 
eomnioii room of tlie Wullaee Arms, on a Sa- 
tur<lay evening. No less would our sexton, 
John l>iiii'ward, have lield it an iinlieeiised in- 
trusion, to siifier any «>ne to indiiel himself into 
the corner of the left-hand peW nearest to the 
pulpit, which the Sergeant regularly i>cc*iipi<*d 
• on Sundays. There he sat, his blue invalid 
uniform hriedied with ♦he most scrupulous ac- 
eiiraey. Two medals of merit displayed at his 
huttoii-liole, as well as the empty sh'cve which 
should have been occupied by his right arm,^ 
bore evidence of his hard and honourable ser- 
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\ico. IHs wcallicrlKNiffn ft'jitiircs, liis grey 
hair tied in a tliiii queue iu tlio military fasliioii 
of funner days, and the right side of Ids head a 
little turned uj>, the better to eateh the sound 
of the <d<»rgyinan’s voice, were all marks of his 
profession and infirmities. Beside Tliiiu sat his 
sister Janet, a little neat old woman, with a 
Highland curch and tartan plaid, watching the 
v(‘ry looks of her brother, to her tin? greatest 
man upon earth, and actively looking out for 
him, in his silver-c]as])ed Bible, the texts wliich 
the minister quoted or expouiuhid. 

I believe it was the respect that was univer- 
sally paid to4his«worthy velcTan by all ranks 
in (jandercleiigh which induced him to choose 
our village for liis residence, for sucli was by 
no nn*ans his original intention. 

lie had risen to the rank of sergeant-major 
of artilliTv, by bard service in various quar- 
ters of tlie world, and was reckoned one of 
tin* most tried and trusty men of the Scotch 
Train. A ball, which shattcreil his arm in a 
peninsular campaign, at length ]vrocured him 
an honourable discharge, with aii allow.ince 
from riiclsea, and a handsome gratuity from 
ll?e pinViotic fund. Moreover, Sergeant More 
M‘Mpin had .been prudent as' well as valiant; 
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and, from ])r!ze-mouoy ami savings, liad ))e- 
0 (»uu^ niastor of a small sum in llie throe pcu* 
eoiit consols. 

11(‘ retired wilh ihe purpose of en joviui^ this 
iiieoiiie in tlie Avihl lii^hlaiid fi,*len, in Avhieli, 
when a b<»yj h(! }iad herded hhick ctattle and 
^oats, ere the roll of the ilruiu had made hiiu 
cock Ins bonnet an iiicli hii^her, and follow its 
inusie for nearly ibrty years. To his rt^eolleo 
tion, this retired spot was unj)aralleled in beau- 
ty by the ricliest scenes he had visitetl in his 
Avanderinji^s. Ea^cii the IJappy Valley of Ras- 
selas AFould liaA'C sunk into iiothiiii'* upon llie 
comparison. He came — ^lie i;cvisitcd tin; loveil 
scene ; it Avas but a sterdc glen, surrounded 
Avith rude crags, and trav(;rsed by a northern 
torrent. This Avas not the Avorst. The fii'^s 
liadbeen quenched upon thirty ln‘arths —of llie 
cottage of his fatlnns In; eouhl !)ut distinguish 
a few rude stones — the larigiiage Avas almost 
extinguished — the ancient race from Avhieh he 
boasted his descent had found a refuge beyond 
the Atlantic- One southland farmer, three 
grey-plaide5 shepherds, and six dogs, noAv 
tenanted the AAdiole glen, Avhich in his youtli 
had maintained, in content, If not in e.ompe- 
tence, upwards ‘of two hundred inhabitiiiits. 
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III tlie house of the new lensuit, Sergeant 
M‘Alpiii found, however^ an unexpected source 
of pleasure, and a means of employing lijs so- 
cial affections. Ilis sister Janet had fortunate- 
ly entertained so strong a |>ersiiasiou that her 
brother would^one day return, that she had re- 
fused to accompany lier kinsfolk iipim their 
emigration. Nay, she had consented, though 
not without a feeling of degradation, to take 
service with the nitruding Lowlander, who, 
though a Saxon, she said, had ])roved a kind 
man to lier. This unexpected meeting witli 
his sister seemed a cure for all tlie disappoint- 
ments wliich it Ijad been Sergeant More’s lot 
to encounter, altliejiigh it was not witliout a 
reluctant tear that he heard told, as a High- 
land Avomaii alone could tidl it, the story of 
the expatriation of his kinsmen. 

She narrated at great length the vain offers 
they had made of advanced rent, the jiayment 
of which must have reduceil them to tlie ex- 
tremity of poverty, which they were yet con- 
tented to face, for permission to Jive and die 
on their native soil. Nor did Janet forget the 
portents which had announced the departure 
of the Celtic race, and the arrival of the stran- 
gers. Tor two years previous to the cmigra;- 
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tion, whoii the wind howled down the 

paKs of Uahichru, its litotes were distinctly mo- 
dellc<l to <lic tunc of, “ Ila til mi tulidh^^ (w(5 
n»tiirii no more,) with which the emigrants 
usually hid farewell to their native shores. The 
uncouth cridfe of the Southland s]^e]>herd8, and 
the barking of their dogs, were often heard 
in the mist of the hills long hcfcrc their actual 
arrival. A bard, the last c»f his race, had coin- 
incunorated tin? expulsion of the natives of the 
glen in a tune, which brought tears into the 
aged ey(?s of tin; veteran, and of which the first 
stanza may be thus rendered: — 

Wo<*, son of iho Ivowlaiulrr, 

Why wilt llion (him* own ’ onny ilordor? 

Why roTiH's thou liithrr, distiirbin;; ihi* Ili^hlauder, 
Wasting; tlio gh‘n Uiat w'sis oiicc in lair ordrr? 


What added to Sergeant More M^Alpin's 
distress upon the occasion was, that the chief 
by whom this change had beeih effected, was, 
by tradition and coinnioii opinion, held to re- 
preseih the ancient leaders •and lathers of the 
expelled fugitives; and it had hitherto been 
one of Sergeant More’s principal subjects of 
pride to pro\e, l)y genealogical deduction, in 
what degree of kindred he stood to this per- 
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Konagc. A woful cliange was now wrought in 
liis sentiinoiits towards Jiim. 

I cannot curse him,” he said, as he rose 
and strode tlirough the room, wlicii Janet’s 
narrative was finislied — “ I will not curse lilm; 
lie is the dcsc;eiidaiit and representative of my 
fathers. But never shall mortal man hear me 
name his name again.” And he kept Ins word : 
for, until his dying day, no man heard him 
mention his selfish and Jiard-hoarted cliieflain. 

After giving a day to sad recollections, the 
hardy spirit Avhieh had carried him tlirough so 
many dangers, manned the Sergeant’s hosoni 
against (hiti, cruel disappointment. lie ivould 
go,” he sai<l, to Cinada to his kinsfolk, where 
they had named a Transatlantic valley after 
the glen of their fathers. Janet,” he said, 

should kilt her coats like a leaguer lady; 
d — n the distance ! it was a fica’s leap to the 
voyages and marches he had made on a slighter 
occasion.” 

With this purpose he left the Ilighlanis, and 
came with his sister as far as (Jandercleugh, 
on his way to Glasgow, to take ^a passage to 
Canada. But winter was now set in, and as 
he thought it advisable to wait for a spring 
passage, when the StLawrente should be open, 
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lie settled amoiijr us for llie fi‘\v iiiontlis of his 
stay ill Britain. As \3^’^e said before, the re- 
speetahle old man met witli deference and at- 
tention Irom all ranks of society; and when 
sprinj^ rcturnetl, he was so satislied with his 
quarters, tluit he did not renew ilio purpose of 
his voyi\<^i\ Janet was afraid of th(‘ sea, and 
he liimselt' felt the infirmities of a{jc and Iiard 
service more tlian he had at first expected. 
And, as he confessed to the clerjj^yman, and my 
worthy jirincipal, Mr Cleishholham, it was 
better stayiiijr with kend friends, than going 
farther, and (aring worse.^’ 

lie therefore established himself andhisdo- 
micile at (landerclcugli, toiihe great satisfac- 
tion, as we have already said, of all its inha- 
bitants, to whom he became, in respect of mi- 
litary intelligence.aiid able eonimimtarii*s upon 
the newspapers, gazettes, and bulletins, a very 
oracle, explanatory of all martial events, past, 
present, or to come. 

. It is true, the Sei’geant had liis in consisten- 
cies. lie was a steady iacobite, his lather and 
his foiir uncles having been out in the forty- 
five ; but he Avas a no less steady aJIierent of 
King George, in whose service lu; had made 
his little fortune,' ami lost three brothers ; so 
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that you were in equal danger to displease him, 
ill terming Prinec Charles, the I’reteuder, or 
by saying any thing derogatory to the dignity 
of King George. Further, it must not be de- 
nied, that when the day of receiving his divi- 
dends came ^ound, tlie Sergeant was apt to 
tarry longer at the Wallace Arms of an even- 
ing, than waj consistent witli strict temper- 
suice, or indeed with his worldly interest ; for 
upon these occasions, his com pota tors some- 
times contrived to flatter liis jiartialilies by 
singing jacohite songs, and drinking confusion 
to Bonajmrte, and the health of the J)iike of 
Wellington, until tlic Sergeant was not only 
flattered into paynig the whole reekoiiing, but 
occasionally induced to lend small sums to his 
interested eompauioiis. After Hindi sprays, as 
he called them, wvvc over, and his temper 
once more eool, he seldom failed to thank 
God, and the Duke of York, who had made it 
much more diftieult for an old soldiiu- to ruin 
himself by his folly, than had been the pasc irt 
his younger days. 

It was not on such occasions iliat I made a 
part of Sergeant More M‘ Alpines soeicty. 13nt 
often, when my leisure would permit, I used 
to seek him, on what he called his morning 
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ainl civeiiiiii^ jmrcule, on Ai'hicli, Avhen tlie wea- 
ther was iair, he apyeareil as rcp^ularly as if 
summoned by tuek of drum, llis morniiijjj 
walk was beiieat.li the elms in the churchyard ; 

For death/’ lie said, had been liis next-floor 
neighbour Ihr so many years, that he had no 
apology for flroj)pi ug the acquaintance.” TIis 
<!vcnii)g promenade was -on the bleaching- 
grecn by the riv<?r-sidc, where lie was some- 
times to be seen on an open bench, with spec- 
tacles on nose, conning over the newspapers 
to a circle of village politituans, explaining 
military terms, ami aiding the eomprehensioii 
of his hearers by lines drawn on the ground 
with the end of his rattar* On other occa- 
sions, he Avas surrounded by a bevy of school- 
boys, whom ho sometimes drilled to the ma- 
nnal, and sometimes, with less approbation on 
the part of their parents, instructed in the 
mystery of artificial fire-works >lor in the case 
of public rejoicings, the Sergeant was pyro- 
technist (as the Encyclopedia calls it) to the 
village of (jandercleugh. 

It was in n?s morning walk that I most fre- 
quently met with the veteran. And 1 can haril- 
ly yet look upon the village foot[>ath, oversha- 
dowed by the row of lofty elms, without think- 
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hvj; I sec Jiis iipriglit form iiilviiiieiiig towards 
me with measured step^^aiid liis eane advan- 
eed, ready to pay me the military salute — but 
he is dead, and sleeps with his faithful Janet, 
under the third of those very tn^es, cMuiiiting 
from the stile at the west corner of the church- 
yard. 

Hie dcli|rht whicli I had in Sergeant M‘A1- 
j)in’s conversation, related not only to his own 
adventures, of which he liad encountered ma- 
ny ill the course of a wandering life, hut also 
to his recollection of numerous Highland tra- 
ditions, ill which his youth had been instruct- 
ed by his pjirenJ.s, and of which he would in 
after lift? have deemed it a kind of heresy to 
•question the authenticity. Many of these be- 
longed to the wars of Montrose, in which some 
of the Sergeant’s ancestry had, it seems, taken 
a distinguished jiart. It lias happened, that, 
although thesg civil commotions reflect the 
highest honour upon the Highlanders, being 
indeed the first occasion upon which they 
showed themselves sunerior, or even equal to 
their Lowcoiintry neighbours ii», military en- 
counters, they have been less commemorated 
among them than any one would have expect- 
ed, judging from the abundance of traditions 
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wlnc’li tlicy hjiv« preserved upon less interest- 
iiifr siilyeets. It \^as, therefore, with great 
pleasure, that I extracted from my military 
f riemi sonic curious particulars respecting that 
time ; they are mixed with that measure of 
th(i wild and wonderful which hclongs to the 
perhul and the narrator, but which I do not in 
the least object to the reader’s treatingwith dis- 
belief* providing lie will be so good as give im- 
Illicit credit to the natural events of the story, 
whieJi, like all those which I have had the ho- 
iniur to put under his notice, actually rest 
upon a basis of truth. 
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(’HAPTEIl I. 

SiJi'li .MS <lo llipir faith 

'J'lu' hol\ t«*\t ofiiikr and ;;im, 

134 ‘ri<h' all <M>iitro\ni>ics by 
liifiillibli* artilh‘r\, ' 

And flioir dortrin orl)ti)di>x', 

IJy apostolio blows anil knocks. 

Jiir'M.I K. 

It was iliinn^ tlio poriod oftliat ^rrat luitl l)loody 
(Ii\il A\^ar wliirli aj^ita'^rd Hritaiti diiriiif;' tht? st:- 
ventotMith cciitiiry, tliat our talo has its roiniiuuieo- 
iiioiit. Scotland lia<l as yet reinaine?! free from tlio 
ravatj^os of intestine war, although its inlial)itants 
were inm li divided in politii-al opinions ; and many 
of them, tireil of the control of the h^tates of Par- 
liament, and li*sapproviii«:j of the hold measure 
which Ihey had a<lnpted, by sending into Knj^laiid 
a lar^e army to the assistance of llu'. Parliament, 
werti deterniinf‘d on their part to embrace th«kj^>ur- 
liest opportunity of declaring for the King, and 
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making siu;k a div4»rsioii as should at least compel 
the recall of General LesJie’s army out of I^jigland, 
if it did not recover a great j)art of Se(»tlatid to the 
King's allegiance. This plan was chieily adopted 
hy the northern iiohility, who had resisted with 
great ohstinacy the ado])tioii oi* the ^olemn Jjeagne 
and CoveIlau^, and hy many of the cliief-^ of the 
fTighland clans, who c«mceived tlieir int<*rest and 
authority to he cowne<-ti‘d with rojally, ^vllo liatl, 
besides, adecide<l aversion to the l^-cshj lt‘rian form 
of religion, and who, tinally, were in that half sa- 
vag(‘ state of society, in which war is always more 
welcome than pt»ace. 

Great commotions were g<‘nerally e\])('cted to 
arise from these* (:<menrrent causes; and tin* Iraiie 
of incui^ion and d<»predalio!i, whitdi tlie Scotch 
IJighlandecs at all times e\en*ised upon the f low- 
lands, began to assfime a more steady, avow'ed, and 
systematic form, as part of a general military sys- 
tem. 

Those at the head of alVairs w'ere not insensible 
to the peril of the iiioinedt, and anxiously made 
pre|)arations to meet and to repel it. Tliey con- 
sidered, howeter, w ith satisfaction, that no header 
or name of eonsecjnence had as yet appeare<l to as- 
semble an army of royalists, or even to direct the 
efforts of those desultory bands, whom lovO of plun- 
der, perhaps, as iniiLlf as political# principle, had 
hurried into measures of hostility. It was gene- 
rally Inped that tlie quartering a sufficient number 
of troops in the Lowlands adjacent to the High- 
land line, would have the effect of restraining the 
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mountain chieftains ; while the power of various 
harons in the north, who had (‘spoiist‘(l lln^ Cove- 
nant, as, for (‘xani[)le, th?i Karl Mareschal, the ^reat 
families of Korhes, I^eslie, and Irvine, the (Grants, 
and oth(‘r Preshylerian clans, inip^ht counterbalance 
and bridle, not only the strenj^lh of the Of^ilvips 
and other ca\*aliers of An^^ns and Kincardine, but 
evim the potent l‘a»iiily of tin' (forJons, whose ex- 
tt'iisive authority was <»nly e<pialkd by their ex- 
treine.dislilvt' to the Presbyterian inodel. 

In the W est Ilij^hlaiids the rnliii*^ })arty num- 
bered inaiiy (‘in'mies ; but tin' power of thescMlis- 
allecteil <-lans w'as supposed to bi‘ broken, and the 
s[nrit of their 4*bi(‘t‘tains intimidated, hy the prcdo- 
niinatiiiu^ iidbienee of tin' Marquis of Ar^yle, upon 
whom the confnh'ina; of the Convention of Kstaft's 
was reposed witli tht; utmost security,; and whose 
power ill the lli^iilaiids, alr eady exorbitant, had 
been still farther inereased hy coneessions extorted 
from tile Kinj** at the last pacification. It was in- 
deed w't'll known that Ar^yle was a man rather of 
political enterprise th;m personal conraj^e, and bet- 
ter calcidatt'd to manage an intrigue of state, than 
to control tin? tribes of hostile mgiintaineers ; yet 
the nmnhers of his clan, and the spirit of tin; gallant 
gentle4nen hy whom it was hnl, niij^ht, it was sup- 
posed atone for the perst)nal deficiencies of their 
chief; and as ^tho Caniph lls had alrea<Iy severely 
humbled several of the iiei^hhourin‘j; tribes, it w^as 
supposed these w'Oidd not rt'adily attain provoke.aii 
encounter with a body so powerful. 

Thus haviiiff at their command the whole west* 
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and south of Scotland, indisputably tlio rit liost part 
of tlio kiiii^doni, — F ifoshiro boin*^ in a peculiar man- 
lior tlit'ir own, and possos??in^ many and poworlul 
friends even north of the Forth andTay, — the Scot- 
tish Ccniv4'ntioii of J0stat<»s saw no dan^<*r sidhci^mt 
to induce tlnmi to altiT tin* liin; of p4»licy lin*y had 
adopletl, or to^ recall from tin* assi^Aanc^' of tin'll* 
brethri'ii of the iMii^liisli Parliann'ut that auxiliary 
army of twenty ihoiisaiid men, by im*an?> of which 
accession of streiiii^flJ, the Kin»:’s pMi ty hail bemi 
reduced to the defensive, wln'ii in full career of 
trium|)h and success. 

Tin*, causes which moved (lie (Convention of 
Estates at this tiun*. to tak<» such an immcilhite 
and active interest in (he civil war of !^aij;Iand, an* 
detailed in <nir liistorians, but may be here shortly 
recapitulated. TJ'<»y had iinh'ed no in*w injury or 
aggfression to eomplahi of at (In* liand of the King, 
and the peace which liad In'eii made between (.’harh*s 
and Ills suhje(;ts of Scotland had oeeii <‘an*fully ob- 
served ; but the Scottish rulers w'ore well aware 
that this peac e had been extorted from llie King, 
as well by the influence of the parliann*)itary party 
ill England, as by the terror of lln*ir own arms. It 
is true, King (Jharles liad since then visited the ca- 
pital of his ancient kingilom, had assented to the 
new organization of the church, am! had distr’:]mted 
honours and rew'ards aipif ig the leaders of the party 
which had shown themselves mostf hostile to liis 
interests ; but it w'as suspected that distinctions so 
uiiwjlliug'y conferred would be resumed as soon as 
opportunity oflered. The low state of the English 
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P.TrliaiiKRit was si'oii in St-ntlaiid with «h;f*p appre- 
luiiisioii ; aiul it was coiu-lialcMl, that shouhl Cliarlcs 
triiiniph by fVuvo of arnft? aj^ainst Ills insurgent sub- 
jects of Jiaiglaiul, lie would not be long in exacting 
from the Scotch the vengeance whicli heiniglit sup- 
pose due to tliose who had set the example of taking 
up arms agawist him. Such was the policy of the 
measure wliii h dictated the sending the auxiliary 
army into England; and it was avoAvcnl in a mani- 
fest ,exj)lanatory of their reason^ for giving this 
timely and important aid to the hjiglisli Parliament. 
I'he English ParHament, they said, had been al- 
ready frimidly to them, and might be so again; 
whereas the King, although In* had so latcdy esta- 
blished religion among them according to their de- 
sires, had given tlnmi no ground to <*ontide in his 
royal declaration, seeing they luid found his pro- 
mises and actions inconsistent with each other. 
“ Oiir consi’ience,” they concluded, ‘‘ and God, who 
is greater than oitr conscience, heareth us record, 
that wt‘ aim altogether at the glory of God, peart* 
of biitli nations, and honour of the King, in sup- 
pressing and punishing in a legal way, those who 
are the troid)lcrs of Israel, the lirebrands of hell, the 
Korahs, tlu^ Jhdaarns, the Doogs, tin? Itahshakehs, 
tliti Hanians, the Tobiahs, the Sanhalhits of our 
time, which done, we are satisfied. Neither have 
W'e begun to use a military exi»edition to England 
as a for compassing those our pious ends, uii- 

td all other means wliich we could think upon have 
failed iis: and this alom* is left to us, uUimuni et uni- 
vum reinvdiinn, the last and only remedy.” 
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Loiivinpf it to casuists to (lotormiiu; whotln'r one 
coiitractiiitic party is jiistifiod in l>n*akinir a soloinii 
treaty, up«»ii the suspicion* that, in ctuTain future 
rontinpfencies, it might be infringed by the other, 
we shall proceed to inentioii two other circuin- 
staiices tliat had at least equal influence with the 
Scottish rulers and nation, with any doubts which 
they entertained of the King’s good faith. 

The first of these was the nature and condition 
of their ;irmy ; headed by a 2 )oor and discontented 
TiobiiitV) under whoiii it was ollicered chiefly by 
Scottish soldiers of fortune, wdio had s<‘rved in the 
(iernian wars until they had lost almost all distinc- 
tion of j)olitical principle, and even of country, in 
the ado|)ti<m of the mercenary faith, that a soldier’s 
principal duty was fidelity to the state or sovereign 
from whom lie received Ids pay, without respect 
either to the justice pf the qiiarrc^I, or t(> their own 
connexion with either of the contending parties. 
To men of this stamp, Grotiiis Applies the severe 
character — NiiUnm vilm genus est iniprohius, quam 
eorum, qui sine causer, respect^, merveth conductiy mi- 
litanL To these nnu'cenary soldiers, as well as to 
the needy gentry with whom they were mixed in 
command, and who easily imbibed the same opi- 
nions, the success of the late short invasion of Eng- 
land in 1641 was a sufficient reason for reiif>wing‘ 
so profitable an experiir^nt. The ;good pay and 
free quarters of England had made U feeling im- 
pression upon the recollection of these military ad- 
ventui.^rs, and the jirospect of sigain levying eight 
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liiinilivtl and dfly pounds a-«l:iy, in jdart* of 

all arj*niinMils, wliotlior ofslato or of* morality. 

Aiiotlior caii'^o iidlamod tlio iniiids of tin? nation 
at no loss than (ho lt‘mptin|^ prospoot of tho 

wo.dth of rhi^Iand aniiiiat(*d tin; soldiery. Soinuoh 
liad 1)0011 written and said on oitlnn* side oonoorn- 
in^ tho form t)f ohnroli jj^ovin-nmont^ that it had be- 
eoine a matter of inlinitoly more oonsotpionco in tho 
eyes of (lie mnltilndo than tin* dootrinos of that ^os- 
])ol whioh hotli ohiiro.lnis had omhrin (*d. The Pre- 
latists and Prosl)yti*rians of tin* more violent kind 
ht‘canio as illilnn’al as (In* J^i])i‘*ls, and wonid scarce- 
ly allow tin* possibility of salvation hoyond the pale 
of their respei'tivi* chnrches. Jt was in vain re- 
marked to tln*s(* z(*alots, that had the Author of 
onr holy r<*lit^ion considon*d any jan nliar form of 
church i^ovi'nuneiit as essi‘ntia 4 to ^salvation, it 
would hav<^ ho<*n r(‘veah»d wi^h the same precision 
us liinh'r the Old Testa.ment disponsation. Both 
parti(*s continued as violent as if they could liave 
pleaded tho distinct i-ominands of I leaven to jus- 
tify tln'ir intideraiico Land, in tho days of his 
domination, liad fired tho train, by attempting to 
im|»oso upon tho Scottish people clpirch ceremonies 
forei,i;‘n to their habits ami opinions. Tho siicci*ss 
with ^hich this had been resisted, and tho Preshy- 
teriai. model sid sti tilled in its phu*e, had endeared 
the latter to tlyo nation, tho cause in which they 
Jiad triumphed. Tho Solemn Leaf^ue and Cove- 
nant, adopted with such zeal by the j^reater part of 
the kingdom, and liy theiii forced, at the sword’s 
point, upon the gibers, bore in its bosom, as its 
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])riiicM]):il tlio t*staWi'<liiiiir <]u» doctniio and 

(lisriplinu oftlio l^rrshytorian diiirt li, ami t]u> put- 
tini^ down all error ami ludesy ; ami liavin];r attain- 
ed for their own country an cstahlidiineiit ol‘ this 
golden candlestick, thti Scots hecanie lihm-ally and 
fraternally anxious to en‘ct the same in Knirhind. 
This they conceived might he easily attained hy 
lending to the Parliament the elVectnal assistance 
of the Scottish 'for<,‘es. '|''h4* Pn'shyhn-ians, a nii- 
meroiis and po\vVrfnr])arty in tiu' haiglisli (,*arlia- 
mmit, had hltlunti* taken the liMd in opposition t 4 > 
the King; whili* the Indeptnidmits and other sec- 
taries, who afterwanls, under (h-omw4‘ll, rt'snrned 
the pow(‘r of th<» sw<»rd, and oversi't tin* J*reshy- 
toriau iinxh*! hoth in ScotJand and hjiglaml, were 
as yet <*ont(‘iited to lurk under the shelter of the 
wealthier and laoiH* powerful j>arty. Tin* prospect 
of bringing to a uniformity the kingdoms of l^aig- 
laiid and Si'otland in dis<-ipline and worship, seem- 
ed thendbre as fair as it was 4les/rable. 

Tlie <*eh'hrated Sir IJ4*nry Vain*, one of the com- 
missioners who in*g«>tiated ^the alliance l>etwixt 
England and Scotland, saw the intinence which this 
bait bad upon tjie spirits of those with whom lie 
dealt ; ami although himself a violent Jndep(*jnlenf, 
he contrived at one** to gratify and to i‘lnd(* the 
ejiger <lesires of the Preshyteriaus, by *jna^fying' 
the obligation to reforii]fthe Chureji of JCnglaiid, 
as a ebange to he executed “ according totluMVorJ 
of -God, and tin? best reformed chnn’hes.’* J)**ceived 
by flu T own eagerness, themselves entertaining no 
doubts o’* the Jus DliHUum of their own cM cIesias- 
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tical rstal)]islirneiits, ami not holding It possible surh 
doiihts could 1)0 adopted l)y ntluM-s, the Coiivcuitioii 
of Kstates and the Kifk of Scotland con<a‘ivcd, 
tlnr sm li expressions nocessarily inferred the estii- 
blislinicnt of Presbytery ; nor w(Te they undtjctfi- 
ved, until, when their lielp was no longer needful, 
tin* seclaries •i^ave them to niidersjand, that tlie 
pliras(» nii^ht he as well applied to Tnde pendency, 
or any other inode of worshij), which those who 
wm*e at the liead of affairs at the time ini^ht con- 
sider as agreeable to the nord of (.ilod, and the 
practice of llu' reformed churclu's.” N(‘ither w(Te 
lire ouf\\itted S^otti'^h less a^loiiished to liiid, that 
the desi^^iis of tin* hau»liNh soclaries struck against 
the jnoiianhial constitution of llritain, it having 
heen iheir intmition to reduce tin* power of the 
King, hill hy no iiieaiiv to alirogat^'j thepHice. They 
fared, how<*ver, in this resp4*ct like rash physieians, 
who commeiua* by over-physicking a patient, until 
he is reduced to a stale of weiikm*ss, from which 
cordials are afterwanis unable to recovm* him. 

Hut these events were still in the womb of fu- 
turity. As yet the Scottish Parliament held their 
engagement with Kiighirid consistent with justice, 
prudein*e, and piety, and their military underta- 
king «*t‘med to succeed to their very wish. The 
jnnetiv n of the S«*ottish army with those of Fair- 
fax ainl Alain pestiT, eiu.4>le(i the. Parliani(*nlary 
forces'^to besiege* Y^irk, and to fight tin* desperate 
action of fjong-Ararston Aloor, in which Prince Ru- 
pert and the Alarqnis of Newcastle were defeated. 
The Scottish auxiliaries, indeed, had less of the- 
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pflory of tills victory tli:m tlioir rountrymon could 
desire. Diivid Leslie, with their cjivalry, foilirht 
bravely, and to th<*m, as w^'ll as to Croniwell’s hri- 
l^ado of Independents, ihe iionour of the day be- 
longed; but tlie old Earl of Leven, the covenant- 
ing general, M’.as driven out of the Held by the im- 
petuous charge of l*rince Itnpert, and ^\iis thirty 
miles distant, in full Hight towards Scotland, when 
lie was overtaken by the news that his parly had 
gained a complete victory. 

The absence of these auxiliary troops, upon tliis 
crusade for the e*^tahlishment of PreNbytm ianism in 
England, had considerably diminished the power 
of the (hmventiou of Estates in Scotland, and had 
given rise to tliose agitations .among tluj anti-cove- 
nanters, which we have noticed at the beginning of 
this chapter^ < 
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( irAPTKIl II. 

His uiothi'r roiiM for him a** rriulh* srt 
lirr Imslijitid’s rusty inm ri>rsi*li*t ; 

AVIuisr souiul husliju r balu* lo n*st, 

'rii.il iii'MT ]d:tiii'<l of his iiiU'.'isy in‘st ; 

'i'lii'ii ilid III' ilrraio «il y wais at. Iianil, 

AikI wolvP, and loiii;ht, and uon, ere In* n.ulil sf-ind. 

1 1 Ai.i s Sulncs. 

It was lowanU (lie <*los(.» of a siimnit'rs evening, 
(luring the anxious ptn-iod wliicii \v(» have eoinme- 
nion*t«‘(l, that a ytning gentleinau of (|iiiility, wtdl 
mounted and armed, and aecompanii d hy two ser- 
vants, oiKJ of wlioiii led a siiiii’jtter hor^t*, roile slowly 
up oiu» of thos(' stiM'p ]msse<, by whieli the lligh- 
liinds are atxvssible 1‘roin the howlands of IVrtli- 
sliire.^ Their course had lain for some time along 
lh(‘ haidvs of a Jak( , whose det'p waltu-s rt'Hected 
tlui crimson luxinis of the W(*storu sun. The lirokeu 
path wliich they |M!r.sued with soOie dinicully, Avas 
in soim* places shadtMl hy ancimit hirclu’s and oak- 
trees,* and in others o\erliiing hy IVagments of 
huge rock. JOlstwvhere, tin* hill, whieli fonni'd the 
northern side 'of tliis heailllfid shec'tof water, arose 
in ste(!p, blit less precipitous acclivity, and was ar- 

* *rtii* In••l1llif^ll [':»ss of Ij- iiy, ni'ur ('.dli'iid r, in IMunb ith, 
%vouId, in sonic a:i'\icr llic dr Aiii tion, 
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Fiiyod in licatli of tlie ilarkost j)nr|»K*. Jii tlir present 
time's, a sc<‘IH' so romantic would have; lu»cii 
lopossi'ss tlio hi^ln'st charms idr llic ; hut 

those? who journey in ehiys of elonht and elresiel, pay 
little* atte*ntion to ])ictiire*se|ne sevn(*ry. 

The) masle*r ke‘])t, as e)t‘te*ii as the* wood pe»rmit- 
tod, ahri'ast of^oiu* or holh eif liis domestics, and 
seemed earnestly to cemverso with them, prohal)ly 
hecaiise the elistinclions of rank are* r«*adliy se*t 
usiele) ame)n^ those whe> are inaele to he* sharers of 
common daniij'er. Tin? elispositions e)f ilie h^aeling 
men whe) irdiahit tliis wihl eanmiry. amltlie proba- 
bility of tlieir takini»' part in llie political convnKieins 
that we*r(! seKMi expe'cteel, we*ri* the subjects, of llu'ir 
coiive'rsatioiu 

They hael not aelvanceel abeive? half way np the* 
lake, anel the.^yoniijj;’ gentleman was peiintinu; le) his 
atteiielants tlie) speit \\xn*re) their inte*nele*d reiael turn- 
ed northwards, anel, leniviiig the* verji^e of tlie*. loe-h, 
ase;ended a ravine to the rij^ht hand, when tlu'y dis- 
covered a single Imrsenmii e*omiiig elownthe slmre, 
as if to me‘et llu*m. The gl/f em of the snidjeains 
upon his heaehpie*ce anel corslet showeel that he was 
in armour, and the* purpose of the* other travellers 
reepiiivd that lie shonlel not pass urupiestkmed. 
“ We must know who he) is,” said the yonni^ 
tlenian, and whither ho is going.” And putting 
spurs to Ills horse, he »"’e?de forward u,s fast as (he) 
rugged state of the road wonlel permit, fedleiwed by 
liis twei atte'iidaiils, until he rea<’lie‘d the point where 
the pas»/idenig tiu* side of the lake was int(*rse*cted 
by tliat wk:‘*h descended from the ravine', securing 
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thus af^iiinst tin; possibility <»!’ llio stninij^or clinlitii^ 
tliom, by tiirniiit;- into tbe Jiittur road brforo thi‘y 
raiio* ii[» witli liiin. * 

Tbo borsoniaii bad iiiondod liis paro, \vb(»n 

lu‘ iirst. oi)stTV(Ml tlic' lbri‘o ridt'rs advaiico rapidly 
towards him ; but when ho saw thorn Iralt and form 
a tVofil, wliioii roinph»t(‘ly oiciipiod llio patli, lio 
flioclvod bis lior^.0, and advainiMl with j^roat dolibe- 
ration ; so tliat oarli party bad an opportunity to 
lake a full siirvoy of tin* iitbor. Tim solitary 
stranj^or was inonnfod upon an ablo ]mrs«*, fit for 
inililary s(*rviro, and f<n* llio ^i-oat woi^ht wliiob b(5 
Innl to <‘arry, and bis ridor ocni])i(.Ml lus doinipi(|im, 
or war-saddlo, with an air (bat showt'd it was his 
familiar s<*at. lio had a bi'i<'lit bnrnishod Imad- 
])ioro, with a jilunio of foatbi*rs, loij^elhor with a 
rniiMss, tliirk onon^h to resist a vmsket-ball, and a 
baik-piofo of lii'iiter materials. These defmisive 
arms he wore over a bnlV jerkin, aloiii^ with a pair 
of gauntlets, or steel gloves, tbe tops of whieb reaeb- 
i*d up to Ins elbow, and w’birli, like tbe rest of Ids 
armour, were of bright steel. At tin* front of bis 
military saddle Jiiing a ease of pistols, far bf*yond 
tbe ordinary size, nearly two feet in length, and 
earrying bullets of twenty to the pound. A buif 
bell, with a broad silver bm*kh», sustained on one 
sideaUmg straight double-edgeil broadsword, with 
a strong guan.V, and a bb de caleulated either to 
strike pr jnisb. On tlie right side hung a dagger 
of about eiglstt'en im lies in hmgth; a shoulder- 
bt^ll sustained at iiis ]\'iek a innsketoon or l)innd(;r- 
buss, and was crossed by a baiidelier containing bis 
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of anuiiiinitioii. Thigh-pieces of steel, llien 
termed ta‘*lets, met the tops of his huge j.u k-hoots, 
and eompleleil tin* efpiipage of a well-armed tro<»per 
of till* ])eri()(l. 

The appearance of the horseman himscdf corres- 
ponded well with his military eipiipage, to which 
he liad the airjif having heeii long iirnred. He was 
above the nfnhlle size, and of strength siiHh icmt to 
bear Avith ease* the wtnglit of his w(‘apons, oiVeiisivc 
and <lefensive. I lis ag(‘ might In* forty and n[p.'.:'rds, 
and his count eiiaiuy was that of a resolute \\4‘at!n‘r- 
beaten vet«n*an, avIio liad seeti many liehN, and 
brought away in token more llian tnn* scar. At tlie 
distance of about thirty yards he halted and stood 
fast, raised himself on his stirrnp^^, as if to recon- 
noitre and ascertain the pnrp<ise of the oppt^ite 
party, and hrought his miisketoon under his riglit 
arm, ready f(»r use, 'f occasion should rerpiire it. In 
every tiling but numbers, he had the advantage of 
those wlu) S4'emed inelined to imeiTiipt his passage. 

Hie leader of the party was, indeed, well moniit- 
ed and clad in a butf coat, richly enihroidered, the 
half-military dre*«s of the jieriod ; hut his domestics 
had only coarsA* jackets of thick felt, which could 
scare** b(» expected to turn the edge of a sword, if 
wielded by a strong man ; ami none of thtuii had 
any AA'capons, save SAvonls am*- pistols, .,:»'ithoilt 
which gentleimMi, nr thvir attendaiyts, during those 
disturbed times, s(d<lom stirred abroad. 

• Wlnui they had st<»od at gaze for about a minute, 
the j ’,)migi*r gfuitleman gave the elialleiige which 
* Avas common in tlie mouth of all strangers 



A I.rOKNI) OF MONTROSK. IT 

who mot ill sufli tircumstaiii'o*^ — “ For ^^hom aro 
you 

“ Toll mo first,” ansV<‘roil tlio sohlior, “ for 
whoM are you ? — lliii slrongossl party should speak 
first. 

“ \Fe are for Cod and Kiiipf diaries,” answered 
the first, speaker. — “ TS’ow t<*ll yoiy fat'tioii, you 
know ours.” 

“ 1 am for Cod and my standard,” answered the 
single Jiorsmnaii. 

“ And for wliirli standani ?” replitul the ehief of 
the other party — Cavalier or lioundliead, Kinj^ 
or (!oiivenl ioii ? * 

“ |{y my troth, sir,” answered tin? siddier, “ I 
w<mld be loath to reply <o you with au untruth, as 
a tiling* iiiilnu'omini!;' a eavalier of fort line, and a sol- 
dier. 15ut to aiisuer your fjuery wit*x heseoinin^ 
verai'ity, it is necessary I shouhl myself have resol- 
ved to whilk of the present divisions of the king- 
<loiii 1 sliall ultimately adlier(»,hein^ a matter wliere- 
<111 my miinl is not as yet pree<*es<dy 5iMa*rtaiii<*d.” 

“ 1 should h.ive tluyii'ht,” answeriMl the ^(‘iitJe- 
inaii, “ that, when loyalty ami ndigion are at staki*, 
no p^enthMiiaii or man of honour i^ould he lonj*’ in 
choosin^!^ his party.” 

Tmily, sir,” replied the trooper, “ if ye sjieak 
this in ♦lu! way cf vituperation, as in(‘anin^ to im- 
piij^ii my honour or pi’enteei'dy, 1 would lilithely put 
the srtine to issue, veiituriii**- in that tpiarnd with 
my single peixm against you three. But if yon 
?ipeak it iu the way of logi<*,al ralioriiiatioii, whilk I 
have studied in my youth at the Maresehal-Cullege' 

VOL. XV. B 
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of Abordooii, 1 am mi«ly to provt* to yo lofjicv, that 
my r<*s<)liitioii to dofer, for a ciTtaiii season, tin; 
takint;^ upon mo oitlior of tlioso quarrels, not only 
beroiiieth mo as a p^eiitlemaii and a man of liouonr, 
l)iit also as a person of sense* and prudem e, ono 
imbued wilb liuinane letters in bis early youth, and 
>vlio, from iheneeforwarel, has followt'd tlm wars 
iimh*r tin* banm*r of the invimdblo (Jnstavns, tin; 
Lion of tlie North, and under many *)ther henfie 
leaders, both tnthefaii and Calvinist, Papist and 
Ariniiii:iii.'’ 

After exelianfi^inp: a word or two with his domes- 
tics, tin* yoiin,i»‘(‘r ^('iitieinan replied, “ I sliould be 
glad, sir, to have sonn* conversation with yon upon 
so inten'sting a (piestion, and should hi^ proud if 1 
can det(*rmine you in favour of the cause 1 have* 
myself espo]ised.< I ride this evening to a friend’s 
house not three* mih*s distant, whither, if you cIkmjso 
to accompany me, you shall Inive good quarters for 
the night, and free permission to lake your own 
road ill the morning, if you then feel no inclination 
to join with ns.” 

“ Whose word am I to take for this ?” answered 
the cautious soldier — A man must know his gua- 
rantee, or lie may fall into an amhiis«-,ade.” 

“ I am called,” answered the youngcT stranger, 
“ the Earl of Menteitli, and, I trust, you V/'iil re- 
ceive iiiy honour as a.^stiflicieiit security.” 

“ A worthy iiohleman,” answered the soldier, 
‘‘•whose parole is not to bo doubted.” With one 
motiru he replaced his inuskctooii at his hack, and 
'with aiii.tUer made bis military salute to the young 
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nobleiniiii, and c(»ii<iniiin£i^ to talk as ho rode for- 
ward to join liiin — And, I trust,’* sai<l In*, ‘‘ iny 
own assnr;iin‘o, lliat I \wJl ho hon rftniftnfflo lo your 
loni^hip in poaoi* or in poril, during llio timo we 
shaii al»i<lo lo^olltor, will not ho altoi»otlior vili- 
])ondod in those donl>lfid times, wlien, as tln»y say, 
a man’s ln‘ad is safer in a sto<*I-c;ap than in a mar- 
ble palaoi*.’ 

T assure yon, sir,*’ said Lord >Iontoifh, that 
t«» jndj^e troin your app<*aranro, I‘ iinist Iii‘»lily va- 
lin* tin* advanlau^e of your oseort ; l>nt, I trust, we 
shall have jjo on asion for any oxoreise t>f valour, 
as 1 (*xjn‘4t to oondiict yon lo i»<M>d and friendly 
<piart(*rs.” 

‘‘ (iofid <piart 4 *rs, my lord,*’ repVu*d the soldier, 
“ are alna\s aoeoptiible, and are only to ho post- 
poned uockI pay or j»’0O4l booty, — not to mention 
the honour of a eavaTn'r, or the nootfl'nl points of 
(‘ommanded <lnty. And truly, my lord, your noble 
prolfer is not the less wi*leome, in that I knew not 
preeeesely this niii^ht where 1 and my ])oor eom- 
panion’' (patting Jiis liorse) “ were to find lodg-- 
ments.** 

“ May I he perinilted to ask, then,’* said Lord 
]Menteilli, “ to whom 1 have the good f«)rtiiiie to 
stand /piart«»r-master ?’* 

^''rnly, my lord,” saitl the trooper, “ niy name 
is Dal^etty — i)n^ald Dalpetty, llitt-master l)iij^ald 
Dalj^vtty of Drmnthwaekt't, at yonr hoiioiirahle 
service to 4 *ommand. Jl is a name ytin may have 
seen in (muHo /Jifr/ictn'y tin; Siraiis/i f/itrlflfjencer, 
or, if you read High Dutch, in the JluycMden J/er- 
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i'oeur of Loipsic. JMy father, my lord, having by 
unthrifty r<»iirsrs riMlucod a fair patritnony to a non- 
entity, I ha<l no hotter shifi, when f was oij^litoon 
years aiihl, than to oarry the l4*arnintr whilk I liad 
aoipiinMl at the Maroso.lial-(lolloi»o of Ahonhuai, iny 
goiitlo hinid and do^ignatioii o<‘ Drnnithwaokot, 
togetlior witli a j)air of stalwarth arms, and logs oon- 
form, to tho Gorman wars, thoro to pnsli my way as 
a cavalior of foitiirio. jVfy lord, my logs and arms 
stood mo in moro stoad than oitlior my gontlo kin 
or my ho<di-h‘ar, and I ionnd mysolf trailing a pike 
as a private gtmtioman iindor old Sir Liidoviok Les- 
lies whore* 1 loarm*d tin* rnh‘S of sorviia* so tightly, 
that I nill not forgt't them in a Imrry, Sir, I have 
boon madej to stand guard e»iglit hours, hoireg from 
twelve at noon to eight oVhn*k of the* night, at the 
palace*, arine*ej with hack ami breast, heael-pie*ce and 
hrafe*le*t<, being iron to the te*etli, in a hitte;r frost, 
anel the ice was as hard as ever was dint ; and all for 
stopping an instant to spe*ak to ni) lanellaely, when I 
should have gone te» redl-e*,all/* 

“ And, doubtless, sir,'' replie*el Lorel Mcnteith, 
yon have gone thre)iigh soiiie hot service, as well 
as this same cede) eliity you talk of?” 

“ Surely, iny lord, it de>th not he^coino me to 
sp(*ak ; hilt he tliat hath seen the lields of Leipsic 
anel of Liitzcn, may be said to h^eve^ seen j>*4;che;el 
battles. And one who l^Uh witness^el the iiitaking 
of Frankfort, anel Spanheini, anel Nin einberg, aiiel 
so. forth, should know somewhat about leaguers, 
storm t, onslaughts and outfalls.” 
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Tint your merit, sir, and expm*icnce, wem 
doubtless tnllowe<l by pi'nniotion ?** 

It eanie slow, my Ford, dooms slow,” n'plied 
Didu’etty; “ but as my Seotlish eonntryineii, the 
bitliers of the war, and tb(‘ raisers of those valor- 
ous Seottisli re^dments that were the dn*ad of (Ter- 
niany, beu^an to fall pr4‘tty tbirk, Avjnit with pesti- 
lence and wliat witli tin* sword, wliy we, their chil- 
dren, siica-eeded to tln*ir inberitaiu'e. Sir, I was 
six ye4irs first pri\ate ^enll<*man of the company, 
and thr<*(' years lama* speisade ; disdaining' to re- 
ceivf? a halberd, as nnla^coiiiin"- my birth. W here- 
fore 1 was nltimately proimited to be a fahn-drap^- 
jrer, as tin* Ilif^li Dutch call it, (which si;^nilies an 
am*i(‘iit,) ill tin* Kind's licif lle^iment of Dlack- 
Horse, and therealter I arose* to be liont(*nant and 
ritt-master, niuler that invincible moiraj'cb, the bid- 
wark of tin* I’rotestant faith, the* Lion (d’tlie North, 
the terror of Austria, Gnslavns the Vietorions.” 

“ And yt*t, if J understand yon, Captain Dalf^et- 
ty, — 1 think that rank correspoinls with your fo- 

reig^ii title of rilt-mayer” 

‘‘ The same ^rade preceesely,” answered Dal- 
getty ; ritt-inaster signifying literally file-leader.” 

“ I- was obs4»rviiJg,” continne<l J-/ord Menteitli, 
“ that; if I imderstoocl you right, yon bad left tho 
service of this gieat Prince.” 

‘‘It was suffer bis <Ieatlt-cr-it was after bis death, 
sir,” ^ciid I)alg4*tty, “ when I was in no shape bound 
to corititiiie mine adlierence. There are things, my 
lord, in that service, tliat cannot but go against the 
stoinacli of any cavalier of honour. In especial. 
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albeit tbo pay be none of I be most sfiperjibimdant, 
beinj^ only about sixty dollars a-montli to a rill- 
master, yet tin* inviiieible Gustavos never paid 
above one-third of that sum, whilk was distributed 
monthly by way of loan; allhoiiu;h, when justly 
considered, it was, in fact, a borrowinj^ by that 
parent inonarch-of the additional two-thirds wliich 
were due to the soldier. And I have seen some 
whole repmeiits of Djitch and J l<vlsteiners mutiny 
on the field of battle, like base sciillious, cryin*^ out 
(lelt, gelt, signifying their desire ol* pay, iiislt^ad of 
falling to blows like our n<d)le Scottish blades, who 
ever disdained, my l(»rd, postponing of hononr t(» 
filthy lucre.” 

“ But were not tliese arrears,” said Tjord IVlen- 
teith, paid to the soldiery at some stated period ?” 

“ ISIy 1 (»i*tI,” sa^d Dalgetty, “ 1 take it on iny 
conscience, that at rto ])eriod, and by no possible 
process, could one creutzer of them ever be n*co- 
vered. I mysidf never saw twenty dollars of my 
own all the lime I served the invincible Gnstaviis, 
iirdess it was from the chancy" of a storm or vii:tory, 
or the fetching in some town or doorp, when a cava- 
lier of fortune, who knows the usage of wars, sel- 
dom failetli to make some small profit.” 

“ I begin rather to \vonder, sir,” said Lord Men- 
teith, “ tliat you sliould have continued so^Joiig in 
the Swedish service, that yeii should have 
ultimately withdraAvn from it.” 

“ Neitlujr I should,” answcTcd the Ilitt-master ; 
‘‘ bit that great leader, captain, and king, the Lion 
of the North, and the bulwark- of the Protestant 
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fiiitli, liiul II Avay of winning buttles, takiiijjf towns, 
ovor-riiiiniiitj^ roiiiitric^s, anil li'v ylnp^ contributions, 
wlillk nimlc liis sorvico irrcsihlibly <lclcctabl(* to all 
trill -bred cavaliers who follow the noble j)rofcssion 
of arms. Simple as I ride here, my lord, 1 bavo 
myself commandc‘d tbe whole stift of Dnnklospiel 
on tbe Lower Uhiiie, occnpylnj|^ the Palsgrave’s 
palace, con*iiiming bis cboice wines with my com- 
rades, calling in contributions, re(|nisitions, and 
cadnai‘s, and not failing to lick my lingers, as be- 
came a good cook. Jiiil truly all this glory hasten- 
ed to decay, after oiir gn^at mastin' liad been shot 
with three bullets on tbe field i>f jAitzen ; wborc« 
tore, tiiiding that Fortune bad cbangi'd sides, that 
tile borrowings and lendings went on as before out 
of onr ])ay, while the cadiiaes and casnaltii'S wijre 
all ent olV, J e’cMi gavenp uiy commiss'^)n, and took 
service witii M'alleiisteiii, in Waller iiutler’s Irish 
regiment.” 

And may I heg to know of yon,” said Lord 
IVIenteitli, apparently interested in llm adv'eninres 
of tliis siddier of fortune, ‘‘ bow you liked ibis 
ebange of inastm's ?” 

JndilVeront well,” said tin* (Jnfitain — very in- 
difl’ereiit well. 1 cannot say that the l<!mporor paid 
much* better than tbe great (jliislaviis. For bard 
knocK"., we bad plenty of them, i was often obliged 
to rim iiiy lierd against »i y old acquaintances, the 
Swedish feathers, wliilk your honour must conceive 
to be doiible>pointed stakes, shod with iron at each 
end, and jdanted before the sipiad of pikes to pre- 
vent an onfall of the cavalry. The wliilk Swedish 
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ifatliers, although th<‘y look to tlio eyo, re- 
s('!nblin^ tlio shrubs or lesM‘r trros of aiio forest, 
as the piiisvaiit pikes, arranireil in battalia behind 
tluMU, eorresjunid to the tall pines thereof, yet, 
nevertheless, are in)t altogether so soft to eneoiin- 
t('r as the pliiinaii^e of a «»i»ose. IJtiwheit, in despite 
of heavy blows jiiid li<(ht pay, a eavalier of fortune 
may thrive indiiVerently well in the linp<n*lal ser- 
viee, in respeel his private easualties an^ iiolhin^r 
so <‘loM‘ly looked to as by th<» Swede : anil so that 
an oiheer <lid his dut.y on the field, neither Wallen- 
stein nor Pa})|)enheiin, nor old 'filly l»efore theni, 
would likely li>t<‘n to the ohjurj^atious of boors or 
lMir<^hers aj»’ainst any coiuniander or soldado, by 
whom they ehaneed to be somewhat elosely shm'n. 
So that an experiem-ed i’avalier, knowini^ how to 
lay, as our S^iottisL ])hrase runs, ‘ the head of the 
sow to th(‘ tail of tlu^^riee,’ ini^lit t(et mit of the 
eonntry the pay whilk he could not obtain from 
the Kmperor/' 

“ \>"ith a full hand, sir, doubtless, and with in- 
terest,” said Lord Menteith. 

“ Indiiliitably, iny lonl,” answered Dalg’etty, 
composedly; “ fcii* it wonbl he d( ni bl y disg-racefii I 
for any soldado of rank to have Ids iiann* called in 
question for any petty delinquency.” • 

“ And pray, sir,” continued Lord IVIeMeitli, 
“ what made you leave gainful a Service ?” 

“ Why, truly, sir,” answered the soldier, an 
Irish cavalier, ealled O’Quillifjfan, beiii^ major of 
our /Vgimeiit, and I liaviiijj^ had words with luin 
the iiiguw before, respecting the worth and prece- 
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donee of oiir several nations, it ])leased him the 
next day to deliver liis urdt^rs to nn? with the point 
of his hatoou advane(»d*iiid held aloof, instead of 
dediiiing and trailiii'i^ the same, as is the fashion 
from a eonrteons eommaiidin^ otfieiT towards his 
e(|iial in rank, though, it may he, his inferitn* iii 
military j^^rade. Upon this quarrel, sir, wo fought 
in |)rivatt» ren<*onlre ; ami as, in the perquisitions 
wliieh followed, it phrased Walter ButU»r, our 
oherst* or roloind, tt» f^ive the li^Titer punishment 
to his eoiiiitryman, and the lu^'ivier to jiie, wlu»re- 
iq)on, ill-stomaeliiiif^ such partiality, I exehanj*;(!d 
my eonimission for one under the Spaniard.” 

“ 1 hope you iound } ourself heller off by the 
cliaii;^e?” said Lord Meiiteith. 

In i**ood sooth,” auswere<l the UitUnnaster, I 
had hut little to eomplaiii of. The pa,y was some- 
what rei^ular, heiii*^ furnished hy the rich Flemings 
and W'aloons of the I^ow Country, The quarters 
were exeellent; tJie go(»d wheaten loaves of the 
Flemings were heller than the Pruvant rye-bread 
of the Swede, and lll^enish wine was mure phmly 
witli ns than ev<T 1 saw the hlaek-heer of llostoe.k 
in (jJiistavns's eamp. Service then; was none, duty 
there was little; and that little we might do, or 
leave undone, at our pleasure ; an exeellent retire- 
ment ‘’or a cavalier smnewluit weary of iitdd and 
leaguer, who had piirehasi*d with his blood as much 
honour as might servo liis turn, and was desirous 
of a litth* eas<» and good Jiving.” 

“ And may I ask,” said Lord Menteith, “ why 
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you, Captain, as J Mipposc*, in tin? situation 

you <l(‘srribi», retired from the Spanish servirxj 
also ?” 

“ You are to consider, my lord, that your Spa- 
niard,” replied (yaptain Dalj^i^tty, “ is a person al- 
together unparalh^led in his own conceit, where- 
through lu! inaketh not lit ac.eoiint of such foreign 
cavalit‘rs of vahHir as are please<l to take servict* 
with him. And a galling thing ir is to every ho- 
iiourahle sohlado, to he ])ut asidt*, and postponed, 
and obliged to yiehl pref«*renee to every jHjffing 
signor, who, w(‘re it the question which should first 
mount a breach ait push of piki*, might he aipt to 
yield willing plaice to ai Si*ottish caivalier. More- 
over, sir, I Avais pricki^l in conscience res])ecting a 
matter of religion.” 

“ 1 shoulilnot haivo thought, Captaiin Dailgeffy," 
said the young noble laiii, “ that an old soldier, who 
Iiaid chaiuged service so often, would luive been too 
scrupulous oil that head.” 

“ ^^o more I aim, iny lord,” said the Captaiin, 
“ since I hold it to be the duty of the chaijilain of 
the regiment to settle those matters for me, aiiid 
every other bratve cavalier, inasmuch ils ho docs 
nothing else thait 1 kno\v of for his pay aind allow- 
ances. lint this was ai pairticuhir cas(», my lord, a 
casus improvisusy as I inaiy saiy, iit whilk I liaid no 
chaiplain of iny own pefsuaisiou to ^u;t as my ad- 
viser. I found, in short, thait although my •being 
a Protestant might be winked ait, in respect tlisit I 
was ajnan of fiction, and haul more experiimce than 
all the ‘Dons in our tertia put together, yet, when 
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ill f^iirrison, it was oxpoctod J .sliould to mass 
with till* rot'-inirnti. Now, iiiy lord, as a triio Scot- 
tish man, and tMliicatcMj at tin* Mart’schal-CoUc^o ot’ 
Ahcr<hM*n, I was hound to uphold tlio mass to ho 
ail ;u t of blinded jiajiistry and utter idolatry, wliilk 
1 was idto"-et]iL*r uiiwillinu;- to liomoloi»ato by iny 
])ros(»iiri.\ '^rriie it is, that I considted on the point 
with a worthy countryman of luy own, om» J<"a- 
ther Fatsides, of the Scottish fkinveiit in \Fiirtz- 
buri^”“» 

“ And r lio]n»,’’ cdjscrvcd Lord iVTcntoith, ‘‘ you 
obtained a ch‘ar opinion from this same j^liostly 
l‘atlu*r 

“ As clear as it could he,” reprn*d Claptaiii Dal- 
j»‘4'tty, coiisid< riii<^ we had drunk six. flasks of 
l{lieuish, and aliout two iniiti likiiis of Kireheu- 
wasser. blather Fatsith's informed me, that, as 
nearly as he eould judj^e for ;• heretic like mys^elf, 
it sigiiiiied not much wlielher J went to mass or not, 
seeine; my eternal perdition was sij^ned and sealed 
at any rat<*, in respect of niy impenitent and obdu- 
rate persciveranee in \ny damnable lieresy. JJeinjr 
4li scon raided by this response, J aj)])lied to a Dutch 
jiastor <»f the refornu'd church, who told me, lie 
thought I might lawfully go to mass, in respect that 
the pwiphet perniitt<Ml Naaman, a mighty man of 
valonc and an lianonrahh* cavalier of Syria, to fol- 
low liis mast(‘iq into the liApMi of llimiiion, a false 
god, or idol, to whom he had vowed servb’e, and to 
how down when the king was leaning upon his 
hand. But neither was this answer satisfactory to 
me, both because tliere was an unco dilference be- 
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Rii anoi!ite<l Kin^ of Syria and onr Spanish 
colonel, whom T ronld have blown away like the 
peeliiifi^ of an iriii^an, ami c-liiefly because J could not 
tind the thinj^ was recjnired of me by any of the 
articles of war ; neither was 1 j>rollered any con- 
sideration, i‘ither in perrpiisite or pay, for the wnni'^ 
I inif>;ht there|)y do to iny conscience/' 

“ So you a^aiu chaiij^ed your service?” said Lord 
Menteith. 

‘‘ In trotli did I, my lord ; and aftcn* \ ry]iY^ for a 
short while two or three other powers, J even took 
on for a tiirie with their High Mightinesses the Slates 
of ITolland/’ 

“ And how did their service jump with your 
humour?” again deinandtMl his (ompanion. 

“ O ! my lord,” said the soldier, in a sort of en- 
thusiasm, their behaviour on pay-day might be a 
pattern to all hhiropr;; — no borrowings, no holdings, 
no olfsets, no arrears — all balanced and paid like a 
baidver's book. The cpiarters, too, are exctdlent, 
and the allowances unchallengeable ; but then, sir, 
they are a preceese, scrupulci^is peoj)le, and will al- 
low nothing for peccadilloes. So that if a boor (mhii- 
plains of a bndven hejid, or a beer-seller of a broken 
can, or a daft wench does but squeak loud enough 
to be lieard above her breath, a soldier of honour 
shall be dragged, not before his own court-Martial, 
who can best judge of riM punish hk^ demerits, but 
before a base mechanical burgo-master, win; shall 
menace him with the rasp-Iioiise, the cord, an<^ what 
not, if he were one of their own mean, amphi- 
bicHlis^ iv^enty-hreeched boors. .So not being able 
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to dwell longer among those iiiigraleful plebeians* 
wlio, altlioiigh unable to defend llieinselves by llieir 
prop^T strength, will nev<»rtlu*less allow tlie noble 
foreign eavalier Avho <‘ngages with tlieiii nothing 
beyond his dry wages, whieJi no honourable spirit 
will put in eoinpetition with a liberal lieenst^ and 
liononrable eoniilenaiice, 1 resolved to leave the 
servicre of’the Mynheers. Ami h(‘aring at this time, 
to my exeeeding satisr4ietioii, that there is some- 
thing to he (h»iiig this siimimn* in my way in this 
iny dear native country', I am eonie hitlnu', as they' 
say, lihi; a beggar to a bridal, in order to give my 
loving eountrvnieii the advantage of that experience 
whii h I have artpiired in foreign parts. So your 
lordship has an (Oitline of iiiy brief story', except- 
ing my (leportnnmt in tbos 4 * passag<‘s of action in 
the field, in leaguers, storms, ami ronshiughts, wliilk 
woiild be wc‘arisome fo narrate, ami might, porad- 
veiitnre, better befit any other tongue than mine 
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CriAP'l’KR Ilf. 


For ]»lr5»s ri»ht let s1.it «‘Miieii vex llieir lieiul, 

Hattie’s iny business, iiiitl my ripm'iIoii bre.nl ; 

with tile s\v<ir«lei| Swit/er, I rail say. 

Tile, best of causes is the best of pay. 

] . 

Tiik dillioulty and narrowness of the road liad 
by this time become such as to Jiilei*nij)t the con- 
versation of the travellers, and Lord Menleith, rein- 
ing back Ills horse, held a inoim»nt’s private conver- 
sation with his domestics. The Captain, who now 
led lh<3 van of tl\e party, after about a quarter of 
a mile’s slow and toilsome advance up a broken and 
rugged ascent, emerged into an iipland valley, to 
which a mountain stream actinl ^<is a drain, and af- 
forded sufficient room upon its greensward banks 
for the travellers to pursue their journey in a more 
social manner. 

Lord ^lentcitli accordingly rosiiniod the eonvor- 
sation, which had been iiitcrriipted by the difficul- 
ties of the way. ‘‘ I should have thought;,” said 
he to Captain Dalgetty, that cavalier r: yoiir 
liononralile mark, who Jiatli so lor^g followed the 
valiant King of Sweden, and entertaifts such siiit- 
abl^coiiteiiipt for the base mechatiical States of 
Holland, would not Imve hesitated to embrace the 
• cause If King Charles, in preference to that of the 
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low-born, roiiii(lhra<lo(l, caiitiii'r knaves, wlio are 
in rebellion against his aiitliority ?” 

“ Ye speak reasonably, iny lonl,’' said Dalp^(‘tty, 
“ jiinl, '(r/f’ris paribus^ 1 ini^lit be induced to see the 
inattt'r in the same I5ut, iny lord, there is a 

soutlierii proverb, — fine words butter no parsnips. 
1 have heard enoiii^ii since I <*amft here, to satisfy 
me that a cavalier of honour is free to take any part 
in this <‘ivil embroilmmit whilk lie may find most 
conveiptMit for liis own peculiar. lioyalty is your 
pass-wor<l, my lord — Lihertj'', roars another chield 
from tlie <»ther sidc^ of the strath — the Kinp:^, shouts 
one war-cry — the Parliament, roars another — Mon- 
trose, for ever, cri('s Donald, waviiiii^ his bonnet — 
Arp^yle and Leven, cries a south-country Saunders, 
vapouriiij^ with his hat and feather. Fii>ht for the 
bishops, says a priest, with his |^'jwn ii.ud rocliet — 
Stand stout for the Kirk, cries a ininist<*r, in a Ge- 
neva <*ap and band. — Good watchwords all — ex- 
cellent watclnvorus. Whilk cause is the best i 
cannot say. Ihit sure am I, that 1 liave fought 
knee-deep in blood T^^uiy a day for one that was 
ten degrei'S worse tlian tlie worst of them all.” 

“ And pray, ('aptaiii Dalgettyf” said his lord- 
shi]>, “ since the pretc'iisioiis of l)oth parties seem 
to yoiF so equal, Avill you please to inform us by 
what c’vcumstances your preference will be deter- 
mined 7' 

“ Simply upon two considerations, my lord,” 
answ^ered the soldier. “ Being, first, on which side 
my services would be in most l»onourable request ; 
—And, secondly, wdiilk is a corollary of the first, 
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by wliilk party tboy aiv likely to bo most g^ratefiilly 
requitetl. AthI, to <b*al plainly with ycm, my lord, 
my opinimi at proMMit dotii on both points ratlior 
iiiclino to till! side of the Parliainoiii.” 

“ Yonr roasons, if you please,” said Lord AFen- 
loilh, “ and perhaps I may bo able to meet them 
with some otly^rs whieh arc more powerful.” 

‘‘ Sir, I sliall be amenable to reason,” said Cap- 
tain Dali^etty, siipposiiiiif it adtlresses ilM‘If to my 
honour and my niteresL Well, then, my lord, hero 
is a sort of llit'blatid host assembled, or expected 
to assemlile, in these wild hills, in tin* Kinj^’s be- 
half. Now, sir, you know the nature of our iJi»^h- 
landers. J will not deny them to be a people stout 
in body and valiant in heart, and conrai^eons enough 
in their own wild W'ay of fi^htini;-, whieh is as re- 
mote from the usages and discipline of W’ar as ever 
was that of the ancient Si'ythiaiis, or of the salvaj^e 
Indians of America that iiow^ is. They havetia sae 
mickle as a (il(‘rman whistle, or a drum, to beat a 
march, an alarm, a charge, a retreat, a reveille, or 
the tattoo, or any other p(|iint of war; and their 
damnable skirliir pipes, wliflk they themselves pre- 
tend to miderst'iiid, are iinintellif^ible to the ears 
of any cavaliero accustomed to civilized warfare. 
So that, were I undertaking^ to discipline* such a 
breechless mob, it W'cre impossible for m^l to be 
understood ; and if 1 , Ax*re nndersiood, jndge ye, 
my lord, what cb.aiice I had of hein^ obeyed <?iriiorig^ 
a-baiid of iialf salvages, who are accustomed to pay 
to their own lairds and chiefs, allenarly, that re- 
* spect andt'ibedicnce wliilk ought to be paid to com- 
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nilssionatc officers. If I were teaching them to f<»rm 
hattalia hy extracting the square root, that is, by 
forming your sqniire hattaliou of equal number of 
men of rank and file, corresponding to the square, 
root of the full number present, what return i*oiild 
I expect for commiinicatiiig lliis golden secret of 
military taelic, except it may be a diivk in my wame, 
on placing some ]M‘Alihter More, M‘Shemei or 
Capperfae, in the flank or rear, wh^eii he «*Iaimed to 
be in van ? — Truly, well saith holy writ, ‘ if yi» 
cast pearls before swine, tliey will tiirji again and 
rend ye.’ ” 

“ I believe, Ainlersoii,” said Lord Menttfith, look- 
ing back to one of his servants, for b<»th were close 
behind him, ‘‘ you can assure this gentleman, w<j 
shall have more occasion for experienced offictT.s, 
and be more dispost'd to profit by their instructions, 
than he seems to be aware of V 

With your honour’s permission,” said Ander- 
son, respectfully raising his cap, ‘‘ when we are 
joined by the Irish infantry, who are expected, and 
who should be landed, in the West Highlands b«»- 
fore now, we shall have need of good soldiers to 
discipline our levies.” 

“ And I should like well — very well, to he em- 
ployed* in such service,” said Dalgetty ; “ the Irish 
are pfitty fellows — very pretty fellows — F desire 
to see none better in tlie l5i:ld. I once saw a bri- 
gade <5f Irish, at the taking of Frankfort upon the 
Oder, stand to it with sword and pike until they 
heat off the blue and yellow Swedish brigades, 
esteemed as stout as any that fought under the im-’ 

von. XV. c 
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mortal Gustavua. And although stout Ilephurn, 
valiant Luinsdalo, courageous Monroe, witli myself 
and other cavaliers, made entry elsewhere at point 
of pike, yet, had wc all met with such opposition, 
W’C had returned with great loss and little profit. 
A\’'lierefore these valiant Irishes, being all put to 
the sword, as usual in such cases, did neverthe- 
](‘ss gain immortal praise and honour; so that, for 
their sakes, I have always loved and honoured those 
of that nation next to my own country of St'ot- 
land.” 

“ A command of Irish,** said Menteith, “ J tliink 
I could almost promise you, should you be disposed 
to embrace tlu! royal cause.*^ 

“ And yet,’* said Captain Dalgetty, “my second 
and greatest dilliculty remains beliind ; for, although 
1 hold it a rpean and sordid thing for a soldado to 
have nothing in his ^outli but pay and gelt, like 
the base cullions, the Gt^rinan laiiz-kncchts, whom 
1 mentioned before ; ami although I will maintain 
it witli my sword, that honour is to be preferred 
l)efore pay, free quarters, and arrears, yet, ex con^ 
tmrioy a soldier’s pay being the counterpart of his 
iMigagement of service, it becomes a wise and con- 
siderate cavalier to consider what remuneration lie 
is to receive for his service, and from what funds 
it is to be paid. And truly, my Ijrd, from 'Vhat I 
can see and hear, tlie. i Convention iiro the ])urs6- 
uiastcrs. The Highlanders, indeed, may be k:jpt in 
humour, by allowing them to steal cattle ; and for 
the Irishes, your lordship and your noble associates 
hiay, acet^’ding to the practice of the wars in such 
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rases, pay them as seldom or as little as may suit 
your pleiisiire or convenience ; but the same mode 
of* treatment doth not apply to a cavalier like me, 
M'ho must keep up his horses, servants, arms, and 
<»quipag-e, and who m»!ther ran, iic»r will, go to war- 
fare upon his own iiharges.’' 

Anderson, the domestic wdio had before spoken 
now respectfully addressed his master. — I think, 
my lord,” h(‘ said, “ that, under your lordship’s 
favour,.! could say sonu^thing to remove Captain 
J)algetty's second objection also. IJe asks us wlu*re 
we are to collect our pay; now, in my poor mind, 
the resources are as open to us as to tlie Covenant- 
ers. They tax the country according to tlieir plea- 
sure, ami <lilapidate the estates of the King's 
friends ; now, were we once in the Lowlands, with 
our Highlanders and our Irish at our '»acks, and 
our swords in our hands, we an £nd many a fat 
traitor, whose ill-gotten wealth shall fill our mili- 
tary chest and satisfy our soldiery, l^esides, con- 
fiscations will fall in thick; ami, in giving dona- 
tions of forfeited lamhvto iwery adventurous cava- 
lier who joins his standard, the King will at once 
reward his friends ami punish his enctnies. Jn short, 
he that joins these lloiindliead d«)gs may get some 
miseraW<! pittance of pay — he that joins «>ur stand- 
ard has i chance tt) be knight, lord, or earl, if luck 
serve him.’' 

Have you ever served, my good friend ?” said 
the Captain to tluj spokesman. 

“ A little, sir, in these our domestic quarrels,” 
answered the man, modestly. 
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“ lJut noA cr in (Ji*rin;uiy or tlui Low Coimti ics ?” 
said Dalf^(itty. 

“ I nevrr Imd tin; lionoiir,” aiisworod Aiidorsoii. 

“ I profess,” said Dal^etty, addressing Lord 
M(‘ntL*itli, ‘‘ yoRJ* lordship’s servant lias a sensible, 
nafnral, pretty idea of military matters; somewhat 
irr<‘gnhir, thor(gh, and smells a little too mueh of 
veiling the bear’s skin before he has hunted him. — 
I will take the matter, howe\t‘r, into my eoiisider- 
ation.” 

“ Do so, (’aptaio,” said Lord Menteith ; “ you 
will have the night to think of it, for we are now 
near the housi», where I hope to ensure you a hos- 
pitalde reception.” 

“ And that is what will be very welcome,” said 
the (Japtain, “ for I have tasted no food since day- 
break but farl of oat-cake, wdiicli 1 divided with 
my horse. So 1 havg been fain to draw my sword- 
belt three b(»n!s tighter for very extenuation, lest 
hunger and heavy iron should niake the gird slip.” 
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CHAPTER IV. 


fni ii tiino, iioni:ittor whi'ii, 

Soiiir Ciluiiimit's inrt in u ; 

As doO and tUht as ovoi* wnn^ 

A <Iiirlv, a fai’iii*, aiwl a claymore, 

Short Ji»s4', atid ]jclf»*d jilahj or Irrws, 

111 L l.odiaiici’, Skye, or I.rwcs, 

Or (over'd hard h«‘ad with l.U homirt ; 

Il.id you hut known them, yon uonh! own it. 

M hsros. 


A nr Id. was now Ix'fore tlio travt‘llois, rt)v(Tt‘(l 
with an an(‘i<Mtt forost of Sctittlsh firs, tli<» tojtinost 
i»l‘ wliicli, flinj^iiijr tholr scatli^d branchos across tin* 
wostorn horizon, p^loaiin^d ruddy in tlio settiiij^ sun. 
In tlu‘ rontn* of this wood roso iho towors, or ratlu'r 
the t'hiinnoys, of the house, or castle, as it was call- 
ed, destined for the end of their journey. 

As usual at that period, one or two liip;Ii-ridged 
narrow buildings, intersecting aiwl crossing each 
otlier. formed the corps de A projecting bar- 

tizan or two, with the addition of small turrets at 
the anodes, much vesemhlijig pepper-boxes, Jiad pro- 
cured for I)ar ilinvarach dignified appcllatioti 
of a castle. It was surrounded by a low court-yard 
wall, within wliicli were the usual «)ffices. 

As the travellers approached more nearly, they 
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discovered marks of recent additions to the de- 
fences of the place, wliich liud been snp:f^ested,doiibt- 
Jess, by the insecurity of those troublesome times. 
Additional loop-holes for musketry were struck out 
in different parts of tlie biiiidinec, and of its sur- 
rounding wall. The windows had just been care- 
fully secured bj’' stanclu'oiis of iron, crossing each 
«)ther atliwart and end-long, like? the grates of a 
prison. The <loor of the court-yard was shut ; and 
it was only after cautious challenge that one of its 
leav<»s was opened by two domestic's, botli strong 
Highlanders, and both under arms, like Ifitias and 
Pandarus in the J neid, ready to defend the en- 
trance? if aught hostile had ventured an intrusion. 

When the tr;t\ (filers were admitted into the 
court, tliey fouTid a<lditioiial y)reparations for de- 
fence. Thp walk' were scaffolded for the use of 
tire-arins, and one or two of the small guns, called 
sackers, or falcons, were mounted at the angles and 
flanking turrets. 

jVFore domestics, both in the Highland and Low- 
land dress, instantly rushed from the inU‘rior of the 
mansion, and sonn? hastened to take the horses of 
the strangers, wliile others waited to marshal them 
a way into the dwelling-house. But Captain l)al- 
getty refused the proffered assistance of those who 
w ished to relieve him of the chaige of his ilorse. 
“ It is my custom, my fj-ends, to see Giistaviis (for 
so I have called him, after my invincible master) 
aceommodiited myself ; we are old friends and fel- 
low-tt'Avcllers, and as I often need the use of his 
legs, I always lend him in my turn the service of 
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my tong'uo, to oall for wliatovor lio lias occasion 
for and accordiiif^ly lie strode into the stable af- 
ter Ills steed %vitlioiit fai tlier apology. 

Neitlier Lord Meiiteith nor liis attendants paid 
the same attention to their horses, but, leaving them 
to the proffered can* of the servants of the place, 
walkeil forward into the lioiists when* a sort of dark 
vault t‘d vestibule displayed, anionj^ other inisi*el- 
laniHins artii'Ies, a liug^e barnd of two-penny ale, 
beside which were raiijifed two Or three wooden 
<jtieiehs, or bickers, ready* itwiuild ap[»e!ir, for the 
service of wlioevm* thought proper to employ them. 
Jjord JMenteith applied himself tlie spigot, drank 
without i^eremony, and thou banded the stoup to 
Anderson, who followed his ina*‘ler's example, but 
not until bo had fliinp^ out the drop of ale which 
remained, and slifrbtly rinsed the wooden mip. 

“ M'hat the deil, man, said an edd Hifrhland 
servant belonging; to the family, ‘‘ can she no drink 
after h<»r ain master without washing the cup aiul 
spilling the ale, ami be baimied to her 

“ ] was bred in France,” answeriMl Anderson, 
‘‘ wliere nobody drinks after another out of tlio 
same cjip, unless it be after a yonn^ hidy.” 

“ The teifs in tlieir nicety I” said Donald; “ {iiid 
if the ale he glide, fat the waiir is’t that anotlier 
mail's beard’s beeii in the qiieicli before ye ?” 

Aiidersoifs ^‘ompanion drank without observing 
the ceremony which had given Donald so much 
offence, and lioth of tlieni followed their master 
into the low-arched stone hall, wJiiidi was the com- 
mon rendezvous of a Highland family. A large 
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i)f pruts ill tlir liiigr chimney at the iijipor eml 
slit'll a ilini li^ht through tin? upurtinent, uiid was 
i*tMi<ltM*t*tl mM*t‘ssary by th? dump, by wliicb, even 
during' tlie smnmer, the upurtmeiit was renderetl 
uiicnmfurtuble. Twenty nr tliirty targets, as many 
eJayinores, with dirks, and plaids, and guns, both 
inatcli-lock aiul (ire-lock, and long-bows, and cross- 
bows, and (jo'chaher axes, and coats oF plate arm- 
our, and steel lionnots, and head-pieces, and the 
more ancient l.abergeons, or sliirts of reticulated 
mail, with Jiood and sleeves corre‘«pondiiig to it, 
all hung ill confusion about the walls, and would 
have formed a muntlfs amnseiiient to a memher of 
a modern antic|uurian society. But sucli things 
were too 1 ami liar, to attract niiicJi observation on 
the part of the present spectators. 

There was a larger clumsy oakim table, wliiidi the 
hasty hos[iitality of the domestic who had before 
spidxcn, immediatel/spread witli milk, butter, goal- 
milk cheese, a dagoii of beer, and' a flask of usquebus 
designed for the refreshment of Lord IVrenteith ; 
while an inferior servant made similar preparations 
at the bottom of tlie table flir the benefit of his at- 
tendants. The space which intervened between 
them was, acc,ording to the manners of the times, 
sutTicient distinction between master and servant, 
even tliongh the former >vas, as jn the present in- 
stance, of high rank. Meanwhile the guests stood 
by the fire — the young nobleman nnacvthe chimney, 
and his servants at some little distance. 

“ What do you think, Anderson,” said tlie for- 
mer, * of our fellow-traveller ?” 
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“ A stout frllow,” n»pli<*<l Aii(l<»rsoii, “ if all lu- 
good tliat is iiptMuiie. 1 wish w'o hiid twenty sueh, 
to put our Tc'siguos into some sort of diseij/liiie.’’ 

“ 1 illifer from you, Anderson,” said Lord Men- 
teith ; ‘‘ 1 think tliis ft^llow Dalgetty is oin* of those 
horse-leeches, whose appetite for blood being only 
sliarpeiu‘d by Avhat In; has sucked in foreign coun- 
tries, ht‘ is now returned to batten upon that of 
liis own. Shame on the pack of tl.i*se nujrcenary 
swonimeii ! they have made the name of S<ot 
tbrongfi all Kiirope etpii valent to that of a pitiful 
mercenary, Avbo knows neither honour nor princi- 
ple but his month’s pay, Avho transler> Ids allegi- 
ance from standard U> standard, at the ])leasure of 
fortune or the highest biilder; and to whose insa- 
tiable thirst for plunder and warm (piarters we owe 
mucli of that ci vil dissension which is now turning 
our swords against oiir own bowels. L nad scarce 
patience with the hired gladiator, and yet could 
hardly help laughing at the extremity of his iin- 
])iubMn*e.” 

“ Your lordship will forgive me,” said Aiider^^on, 

if I recommend to ^ou, in tlie present circum- 
stances, to conceal at h»ast a part oj* this generous 
indignation ; we cannot, unfortunately, do onr Avork 
witlioiit the assistance of those Avho act on baser 
inotivciS than onr pwn. We cannot spare the as- 
sistance of such fellows as^^iiir friend the sohlado. 
To use the canting phrase of the saints in the Kng- 
lisli J*arliamerit, the song of Zeriiiah are still too 
many for us.” 

“ J must dissemble, then, as Avell as I can,” said - 
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Jjord ]Vlont<*itli, “ as I liavn liithrrto dono, iij)on 
your hint. Ihit I wisli tin; iVllow at the devil n itli 
all Illy heart.’* 

“ Ay, lint still you must romomboi*, my lord,” 
resumed Anderson, that to euro tlie bit<; of a 
scorpion, yon must (‘rush another scorpion on tlie 
wound — L5iit st<ip, we sliall he overlic‘ard.” 

From a shle-door in the hall glided a lli^Idand- 
or into the apartment, whose lofty stature and coni- 
jdete eipiipmeht, as well as the eagle’s fe^ither in 
liis honiiet, and tlie confidence of Jiis demeanour, 
Himoiiiiced to a person of sn])m*ior raidv. lie 
walked slowly ii]i to the table, ami imnle no answer 
to Lord JMenti^ith, who, addressing him by tlie name 
of Allan, aslvc'd him how he did. 

“Ye manna, speak to her e*eii now,” whispered 
the old attendant. 

The tfill ilighlandiT, sinkinp^ down n])on the 
empty settle next tTie lire, fix'ed his eyes upon tlio 
red embers and the hiig'e heap of turf, and seemed 
buried in profound abstraction. IJis dark eyes, and 
W'ild and enthusiastic features, bore the air of one 
who, d<‘eply impresseil >vith his own subjects of 
meditation, pays little attention to exterior obj(*cts. 
An air of p^loomy severity, the fruit perliaps of 
ascetic and sulitiU'y hahits, iiii^ht, in a Lowlaiider, 
have been ascribed to religious fiinaticism : but by 
that disease of the mine!, then so common both in 
Kngland and the Lowlands of Scotland, the High- 
landers of this period were rarely infected. They 
had, \H>wcver, their own peculiar superstitions, 
which Overclouded the mind \vith thick-coming 
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filiicios, Jis comploU4y as tho piiritanism of their 
iieighboiii'S. 

riis lordship's lioiiour,” said the Tliglilaiid ser- 
vaiit, sideliiijUf up to Lord Meiiteith, and speaking 
in a very low tone, liis lordship maiina speak to 
Allan ev<‘n now, for tlie eloiui is upon liis mind." 

Lord AI(*iitoitli nodded, ami took no farther no- 
tice of the reserved mountaineer. 

“ Said I not,” asked tlie latter, suddenly raising 
Ids stattjy person upright, and looking at the <lo- 
nu'stic — said 1 not that four vHu*e to euine, and 
lieio stand hut three on the liall floor?” 

“ III troth did ye say sae, Allan,’* said the old 
Jlighlamler, “ and here’s the fourth man eorning 
clinking in at the yett e’mi now from the stable, for 
he’s slielled like a partaii, wi* .aim on back and 
breast, haunch and shanks. And am I to set her 
chair up near the Meiiteith’s, or down wf the ho- 
nest geiithMiien at the foot of the table ?” 

Lord Menteith himself answered the enquiry, by 
pointing to a seat beside Ids oavii. 

And here she conics,” said Donald, as (ya])tain 
Dalgetty entered the hall ; ‘‘ and I hope gentlemens 
will all take bre.ad and cheese, as.w’O say in the 
glens, until better meat be ready, until the Tier- 
iiach comes back frae the hill wi’ the southern gen- 
tlefolk, s*nd then Diigaid Cook will show himself 
Avi’ his kid and hill venisoin^ 

In tlie meantime, Captain D.algctty had entered 
the apartment, and, AA’alking up to the seat placed 
ii(*xt Lord JMenteitli, was leaning on the back of it 
Avitli Ids arms folded. Anderson and Ids coiiipa- 
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ninii waited at t]i« iMiltoin of’ tiso talile, in a ro^^ja'ct- 
ful aUilii<Us until llu‘y slioiild r<*r<dvo permission to 
seat ilieniselves ; whih* three or four Highlanders, 
under the direetioii of idd Donald, ran hitlier and 
thither to brinp^ a<ldition:i[ artii-les of food, or stood 
still to t^’ivt? atteiidaiiee upon the f^iiests. 

In llie invli^t *>f tliese ])n>parations, Allan siid- 
<lenly started up, ami snatehinii^ a latiip from the 
liand of an attendant, ludd it elose to Dali^etty s 
fare, \i hile he perused his features witli the most 
heedful and p^ravc atfeiititui. 

“ J5y niy honour,** said Dalijfi^tty, lialf displeastMl, 
as, mysteriously shakins^ his heatl, Allan ^ave u|» 
the serutiiiy — “ I trow that lad and I will ken each 
other when we meet aj^ain.” 

Meanwhile Allan strode to the bottom of the 
tahh*, atid havir<r, by the aid of his lamp, subject- 
ed Anderson and h<s companion to the same inv«*s- 
ti^atiun, stood a moment as if in deep reflection ; 
then, touching his forehead, siiddmdy seixcd Ander- 
son by the arm, and before h(» could offer any 
efVi'c.tiial resistance, half led and half drag’^ed him 
to the vacant seat at the upjier end, and having 
made a mute kitiniation that he should there place 
himself, he hurried the soldado with the same unce- 
remonious precipitation to the bottom of the table. 
The Captain, ex<?eedingly incenaed at this fifeedom, 
end(‘avoured to shak^v Allan froi.\ him wdth vio- 
lence ; hut, powerful as he was, he proved in the 
struggle inferior to the gigantic mountaineer, who 
threw off with such violence, that after reel- 
ing y paces, he fell at full If^ngth, and the vault- 
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eil lia.ll riiTij^ willi the chisli of liis armour. Wliou lie 
arose, liis first .'letioii was to <lr.’iw his sword and to 
fly at Allan, who, with fohled arms, seemed to 
await ins onset Avith the most seoriifiil iiidifleremv. 
Lord jVlenteith and his atti^idaiits interposed to 
]»reserve ]ieace, while th<» liiir]il:iii<h>rs, snatcliinji; 
weapons from the aa'uU, seenie<l pronr>t to increase 
the hroil. 

“ lie is mad," whispered Lord Meiiteith, ‘‘ In* is 
perfi’ctly mad ; there is no purpose in ipiarrelling 
AA’ith him.” 

“ Jf yoiir lor<lship is assiinul that he is non com- 
jtos mentis^' said (*aptaiii Dali^etty, the whilk his 
l)r(*edin|.^ and bidiaviour sei*m to leslifv, the matter 
must etid here, seeint^ that a imnlmaii can neither 
^ive an aftVont, nor render honoiirahh.* satisfaction, 
iiut, by my said, if 1 had my [irovant and a bottle 
of IMieiiish uinh*r niy belt, L shoidd have stood 
otherways up to him. And yet it’s a jiity he should 
he sae weak in the intellectuals, bein*^ a strong 
proper man of boily, fit to handle pike, morgi*!!- 
stern,* or any other r iilitary implement whatso- 
ever.” 

This was a sort of uluh <ir man*, usr«l in the p.irlirr part 
of thi* seventmith roiitury in tin* drfnin* i»f hrrachrs :ui<l uiills. 
Whrn th^ (jrrnuins insiiltnl u Srotch rr^inifiit thrri hrsin^wl 
in Tniilstjfiid, sayinij fhey lieai'd thrre was a ship conn* from 
Drnrnark to thriii ladrii with tohjt.co pipes, “ One of our s<il- 
diers,” sjiys (ailohel Robert Munro, “ showiii{r them over the 
Avork a iiiorjfenstern, made of a larm* sliwk handed Avilli iron, 
like the shaft of a halberd, Avith a rouinl i;lohe at the end with 
cross iron pikes, saith, ‘ Here is one ofthetobairo pipes, where- 
with AA'c Avill beat out your hrai.is wl»*n you inteinl to -jlDi-in 
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Police was thus restoml, and the j^arty seated 
thf‘mselves agnioably to their former arrangement, 
with which Allan, who liad now returned to his 
settle hy the fire, and seemed on(!e more immersed 
in meditation, did nut a^ain interfere. Lord IV!en« 
teith, addressinj^ the principal domestic, hastened 
to start some, theim* of conversation which mi^ht 
obliterate all n*c.ollectioii of the fray that had taken 
place. “ The laird is at the hill tlnm, Donald, [ 
understand, and some English stran^j^ers with him?” 

“ At the hill he* is, an it like your Inmoiir, and 
two Saxon calabaleros are with him sure (meiii^h ; 
and that is Sir Miles Aliisu^ravc! and (’hristopher 
Hall, both fr<ini the (Jiimraik, as I tiiink they call 
their country.” 

“Hall and jMiis^rav<‘ ?” said Lord ]\fentc‘itli, 
lookiiif' at- liis attendants, “ tlie very men that we 
wished to see.” 

“ Troth,” said Donald, “ an’ I wish f had never 
seen tlumi between the een, for tin»y re come to 
berry ns out o’ hoiisi; and lia*.” 

“ Why, Donahl,” sui<l fford IVfenteith, “ you 
di<l not use to he so churlish of your beef and ale ; 
southland thoii/^h they he, they’ll scarce eat up all 
the cattle that’s fj^oing- on the <*astle mains.” 

“ Toil care an they did,” said J)onald, “ Tin that 
were the warst o't, for we hav^e a whe«m canny 
trewsmen here tliat wTiJlnalet us wdnt if there was 
a Iiorned beast at ween this and Pm'lh. Jiiit this is 
a warse job — it’s nae less tlian a wager.” 

“ A wa.jer !” repeated Lord Menteith, with some 
surprise. 
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Troth,” contitmod Doiiahl, tu the full as eager 
to tell his news as Lord Menteith was eiirioiis to 
hear them, as your lordship is a friend aiul kins- 
man o' the house, an' as ye*ll hear eneugh o’t in loss 
than :ui hour, I iniiy as wool tell yt* niysell. Ye 
sail 1 m' pleased then to know, that when our Laird 
uas up in Knglaiid, where he gangs^ ofti;ner than 
his fri(‘nds ran wish, he was biding at the liuuso o* 
this Sir Miles Musgrave, an’ there was piitten on 
the table six eaiidh‘stu*ks, that they tell me w»!ro 
twieeas inuekle astln»eandiesti<;ks in l)uid)lane kirk, 
and neither aim, brass, nor tin, but a* solid silver, 
nae less ; — up wi’ their bhiglish j)ride, has sao 
innekle, and kens sae little how to guide it ! Sac 
they began to j<'er tlie Laird, that he saw nae s’lc 
^raith in his ain p(>ur country ; and the Laird, scorn- 
ing to hue his ooiiiitry put down without a word 
for its credit, swons like* a giuh* Scotsman, that he 
laid rnair candlesticks, and better candlesticks, in 
bis ain (asHe at lianie, than wore ever lighted in a 
hall in (’ninberland, an (’iimberland be the name o’ 
the country.” 

1''hat was patriotically said,” observed Lord 
Menteith. 

Fary true,” said Donald ; hut hor lionour had 
better lyic haudeii her tongue ; for if yo say oiiy 
thing a.iiang the ife’axoiis that’s a wee by ordinal*, 
they clink yo d(‘wii for a w5*^or as fast as a Low- 
land smith would hammer shuon on a Highland 
shelly. An’ so tlie Laird belmved either to gue bac.k 
o’ liis word, or wager twa liunder merks ; and so 
he e'en took the wager, rather than be sluuned wf 
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tli« like; o’ lliom. Aiul iiou' lie’s like to "et it to 
|»:iy, urid J'ln tirnikinii;' tliut’s what makes him sae 
swtsar to eome hame at eVn.” 

“ Indeed,” said Leird Meiiteitli, “ from niy idea 
of your family ])Iate, Donald, your master is eertaiu 
to lose* suidi a waj^er.” 

“ Your h<* 4 ioiir may swear that; an’ where he's 
to p^et the siller I kcMiiia, although he borrowed out 
o’ twenty purses. 1 advised him to pit the twa 
Saxon gentlemen and their s<*rvaiits eaimily into 
the pit o’ the tower till they f^ae up the hari^ain o’ 
free »[ude-will, hut the Laird winiia hear reason.” 

Allan here started up, strode forward, and iu- 
terniptiul llie eonversation, saying to the domes! ie 
in a voire like thunder, “ And how dare<l you to 
give my brother sueh dishonourable advi<-e? or 
how dare you te say he will lose this or any other 
wager which it is h]s pleasure to lay?’ 

“ Troth, Allan ]M‘Aulay,” answered tin* (dd man, 
“ it’s no for my father’s son to gainsay what your 
fatlier's son thinks fit to say, an’ so tlie Laird may 
no doubt win his >vager. JK* that T ken against it 
is, that the toil a candlestick, or ony thing like it, 
is in the house, except the auld aim branches that 
hae been here since Laird Kenneth’s time, and th<; 
tin sconces that your father gard be made by auld 
Willie Winkle the tinkler, mail be token tiiat deil 
an UTice of siller platc>^s about the house at a’, for- 
hy the lady’s auld posset dish, that wants the cover 
and ane o’ tlie lugs.” 

“ Peace, old man !” said Allan, fiercely ; and 
do you, yChtlemen, if your refection is finished. 
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loavo th’w aptartineiit <*li*ar; I must ]»rc‘parc it i‘nr 
the ree(‘ptioii ot* tlieso sent hern p^iiests.” 

“ Come away,” said the domes! ie, piilliiio- Lord 
Afeiitedh hy th(» sleeve ; “ his hour is i)ri him/’ said 
lit‘, looking towards Allan, “ and he will not he con- 
trolled.'’ 

Tln^y left the hall accordinf**ly, Lord IVIent4‘ilh 
and tin? (-aptain hein^ iishererl one way by <dd 
J>ona!d, and the two attendants conducted 4*lse- 
whiM'e hy another lliirhlander. Tlie former had 
si'un’ely ri'ached a sort of withdrawinj^ apartment 
ere they were joined hy the lord of the mansion, 
Anvils iM^Aiilay hy name, ami his Kn<rlish f;;iiests. 
lireal joy was 4*\'[>ressed hy all parties, for Jjord 
M<mleitli and the Kiiglish ^mthninm AV4‘n» well 
known to each other ; and on Tmrd Menteitl/s in- 
troductimi, Captain IJal^^etty was well rec<dved hy 
the Laird. But after tin* first burst of hospitable 
congratulation w'as over, Lord Almitidth <*onld cd)- 
serve that there wa.. a shade of sadness on the brow 
of his iJi^hlaiid friend. 

“ You nuist have heard,” said Sir Christopher 
Hall, that onr tine luidertakiii^ in Ciiinherland 
is all blown up. The niilitia wmuld not march into 
Scotland, and your prick-ear’d Covenanters have 
been too hard for onr friends in the southern shires. 
And so iinderstan^ling there is some stirring w'ork 
here, Musgrave.an<l [, ratliir than sit idle at Inmie, 
are come to li.ive a campaign among yoiir kilts and 
plaids.” 

“ I hope you have brought arms, men, and money 
with you,” said Lord Menteith, smiling. 

VOL. XV. D 
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Only soitKi doziMi or two of troopors, whom we 
](*iY at tlio last Lowliiiid village,'* said Afiisgrave, 
and troiildi? enough we had to get tlnuu so far.” 

As for money,' said his eompanion, “ we expect 
a small supply from our friend and liost liere.** 

The Laird now, colmiring highly, took Alenteith 
a litthj apart, and expressed to him his regret that 
hit ]iad fallen' into a foolish kliindtu*. 

1 heard it from Donahl,” said Lord Menteith, 
sear<*.e able to /.oppress a smile. 

“ Devil take that old man,” said APAiday, he 
would tell every thing, were it to cost one’s life; 
Imt it’s no jesting matter to you neither, my lord, 
for I reckon on your friendly and frahnaial l»ene- 
voleiu'e, as a near kinsman of our house, to help me 
out with the money due to these pcwk-puddings ; 
or else, to be plain wi’ ye, the deil a ALAulay will 
thiuv be At the muster, for curse me if F do not turn 
Covenanter rather than face thesis fellows without 
paying them ; and, at the best, I shall be ill enough 
off, gelling both the scaith and the scorn.” 

You may suppose, cousin,’* said Ijonl Alen- 
teith, “ I am not too well ei|uipt just now; but you 
may be assured I shall endeavour to help you as 
well as I can, for the sake of old kindred, neigh- 
bourhood, and alliance.*’ 

Thank ye — thank ye — tha^k ye,*’ rei!:erated 
AI‘Aulay; “ and as tiny are to spend the money 
ill the King’s service, wdiat signifies whetlu^r you, 
they, or 1 pay it? — we are a’ one man’s bairns, I 
hope ? But you must help me out too with some 
reasonable excuse, or else I shall be for taking to 
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Aiulrnw Ferrara; for I like not to be treated like 
a liar or a bragt^art at my own board-end, hen, 
Go<l knows, I only nieatit to support iny lionour, 
and tlijil of niy family and country/’ 

Donald, as they were speaking, entered, with 
rather a blither face than In* inii>‘ht liavt* been ex- 
})ecled to wear, eonsiderinj'^ the impeJidinj^ fate of 
his master’s purse and credit. Gentlemens, her 
dinner is ready, her candles are la fitted /on,” 
said ))(Uia1d, with a strong guttural emphasis on 
the last idaiiso of his spetndi. 

“ AVhat the devil can he mean?*’ said ^^^lsgr^lve, 

1 (joking to his country inaii- 

Ijord Menteith put tin* •sann* <jU(*stion with bis 
eyes to the Laird, whicli M‘AuIay answered by 
shaking his head, 

A shoit di.spute about precederr*e sonn*wliat di*- 
layed tlieir leaving the apartm/Mit. Lord Afi'iiteitli 
insisted upon yndding up that which belonged to 
his rank, on consideration of his being in his own 
(•(Jiiiitry, and of his near coiiin'xioii with the family 
in which they found themselves. The two Kng- 
lish strangers, therefore, were first usliercd into tin.* 
hall, when* an niu'xpected display*awail(*d tlu'in. 
The larg(» oaken table was spread with substantial 
joints o4‘ meat, and seats were placed in order for 
the guests. Behind every seat stood a gigantic 
Highlander, co.'iipletely dre- sed and armed after 
the fashion of his country, holding in his right hand 
his drawn sword, with the point turned downwards, 
and in the left a hlaziiig torcli made of the hog- 
pine, This wood, found in the morasses, is so full 
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of ilijit, w]ii*n split *an<l ilriefl, it is fro- 

<]iioiitly ill tlir lli^lilaiids instead oF candles, 
'rile iiiiexptM'tcd and soniewhat stiirtliiifr apparition 
was seen l»y tlie red ^larc oF the torches, which 
displayiMl the wild Ftsitiires, iiuiisiial dress, and p^iit- 
terin;^ arms oF those who hore them, while the 
sniolvi^ eddyin*^ up to the rooF of the hall, over- 
<‘aiiopi(‘d tlu'TU with a volume oF vapour. Kre the 
straii«^ers had re<‘overed from their surprise, Allan 
stept forward,** and jiointin^ with his sln^athed 
l)roa<lsword to the torch-hearers, said, in a d«'ep 
and stern tone of voice, Ihdiold, puillemen cava- 
liers, the chandeliers of iny hrotlier’s house, the 
ancient fashion of our ancient name ; not one of 
these men knows any law but their ChieF's com- 
mand — Would yon dare to compare to tiikm in 
value the richest. ore that ever was diipf out of the 
mine? ilow say yon, cavaliers? — is your waiter 
won or lost ?” 

“ Lost, lost,’* said Mus^ave, f^aily — “ my own 
silver cainllesticks are all melted and riding on 
horsi'hack by this tinn*, and I wish tlie fidlows that 
enli.sted were half as trusty ;us these. — Here, sir,” 
he a(Uh*d to the (’hief, is your money ; it impairs 
Hall's finances and mine soniewhat, but debts of 
honour must be settled.” 

“ IVIy father’s curse upon iny 'father's sod,'' said 
Allan, interrupting hiu], “ if he re«:eive from you 
one penny ! It is enough that you claim no right 
to exact from him what is his own.” 

Lord Meiiteith eagerly supported Allan's opi- 
•iiion, and ihe elder M‘Aulay readily joined, deela- 
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ring the whole to be a fool s business, and not wortli 
speaking more about. The Eiiglishiiien, after soiiu* 
< ourteo!is op|)()sition, were persuaded to regard the 
whole Jis a joke. 

“ Ai!< 1 now, Allan,” said the Laird, ‘‘ please to 
remove your eandles ; for, since the Saxon gentle- 
men have s»‘en them, they will eat thc^ir «linner as 
eomfortably by the light of the old tin sconces, 
without scoinfishing tlnuu with so much smoke.” 

Accordingly, at a sign from Allan, the living 
chandeliers, recovering: their . bianidswords, and 
holding the ])oint erect, marcluMl out of the hall, 
and lel't the guests to enjoy their relVeshinent.’'^ 

’ Snell a bet :is timt ineiitioiieil in tbe text is saiil to lieen 
tiiUei) by 'MaeDoiKibl of Keppoeb, » lio exti'iealeil bimsell in tbe 
in.iiiiiej' tberi' iiarmti'cl. 
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CHAPTER V. 


'J'li:ir4-]»y so fnrlfssi* anil so frll hr irrrw, 

Th;it )ii> own s\n* ami inaistrr of lii> |;iiisc 
J)i(l of'trii trrinlilr at his horiiil \irw ; 

Ami if lor i1it:w' ol'hi.rt woiihl iiiin .uUisr, 

'i'iir antiT’y hrasfrs not raslily to ilrspi-Kr, 

Nor too iniich to jir^nokr; Jor hr wimlil Ir.n nr 
'J'hr lion stinn» to him in lowly ^^isr, 

(A Irsson liani, )am1 niakr thr lihharil stiTur 
Lcjivr I'oarin", whrii in rai;e hr lor rr\rni:r ilid ranir. 

Nri NSF R, 

Notuttiistandind the proverbial epieiirlsin of 
tlie Eiif^lish, — proverbial, that is to say, iu Srot- 
land at tlie period, — |tho Enj^lish visitors made no 
whatever at the eiitertainineiit, eompan'tl 
ivitii the porteiilons voracity of '(^) tain Dalii^etty, 
althoiiirh that gallant soldier liad alreatly displayed 
much Steadiness and pertiiiacpty in his attack upon 
tlie lig’hter refreshment set before them at their 
entrance, hy way of forlorn hope. He spoke to no 
one diiriiitr the time of Ids meal ; and it was not 
until the victuals M’m-o nearly withdrawn from the 
table, that lie jj^ratitied the rest«of the company, 
who had watcdied him M ith some surjirise, with an 
account of the reasons >vhy he ate so very fjwt and 
so very long-. 

“ The former quality,’’ he said, “ he had ai*qnired, 
while he hr'^ed a place at the bitrsar s table at the 
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Mjir(»sclial-Colleg4> of Abordooii ; Avlien,” said he, 
“ if you <lid not move your jaws as fast as a pair 
of rastanets, you were very unlikely to ^et any 
thine to put hetwt*(*ii them. And as for the cpian- 
lity of my food, be it known to this honourahle 
eoinpany,'* eorilinnod the Captain, that it’s the 
duly of every e.omniaiider of a fortress, on all oe- 
easions which oifer, to secure as much munition and 
vi'’ers as their ina^a/ines can j)ossihly hold, not 
knowigi*' when they may have to sustain a sie/re or 
a hlockadi*. Upon nhich principle, f^erilleinen,’* 
said he, wIumi a cavalier finds that provant is p^ood 
ainl ahinuiont, he will, in my estimation, do wisiOy 
to vicinal hiiiis(»lf for at least three days, as there, 
is no knowing when he may eonn» hy another meal.” 

Tln» Laird expressed his accjui«»scence in the 
prudence of this principle, and re'*oinnion<led to the 
veteran to a<hl a tass of lirendy and flaf^oii of 
claret to tin; suhstaiilial provisions In* had already 
laid in, to which proposal the (’aptain readily 
jipfreed. 

AV’hcn dinii<»r was ?’**moved, and the servants had 
withdrawn, exc(*ptinj^ the Laird’s paii^e, or hi'in^h- 
inaii, who remained in the apartnifiit to call for or 
bring whatever was wjmted, or, in a word, to an- 
swer tlie purposes of a modern bell- wire, the con- 
versatu»u began lv> turn upon politics, and the state 
of the country ; and Lon? Mt*nteith enquired an- 
xiously and particularly what clans were expected 
to join the proposed muster of the Kings friends. 

“ That depends iniicb, my lord, on the person 
who lifts the banner,” said the Laird; “ for you 
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kiiinv AV(* Ili*r]il;iiulors, avIhmi a iew rlans arc assom- 
bh*(l, ;irc not easily <‘omiiiaiHl('(1 by one of oiir own 
diicfs, or, (o say I lie triiili, by any oilier body. 
\V'c‘ have* licanl a riinioiir, indeed, that Colkitto — 
that is, yoiinj^ (-olkitto, or Alastcr JMM)oiiald, is 
eonic ovtT the Kyle from Trclaiid, witli a body of 
Hie Karl of A’ltriin’s people, and that tln^y liad got 
as far as Ardnamurehaii. Tln^v might liave b(*efi 
ln*re before now, bnt, I suppose, they loitered to 
]dnnder the eoiintry as they 4*aine along. ” 

“ W ill Colkitto not serve you for a h‘ader, tlien?’” 
said Lord Mmiteith. 

“Colkitto!” said Allan M'Anlay, seornfiilly ; 
“ who talks of (!olkitto? — There Jives bnt one man 
wlioin W4* will follow, and that is Montrose.” 

“ Jbit Montrose, sir,” said Sir Christopher TTall, 
“ lias not been heard of since onr inelfeetnal attmnpt 
to ris4* in the imrtli 4»jf Kiighind. It is thong ht he 
lias n'Inrned to llie King at Oxfonl for farther in- 
structions.” 

“ Uetnrned !” saiil Allan, with a scornful laugh ; 
“ I 4*onld tell ye, bnt it is not worth my while ; \e 
will know soon enough.” 

“ By my honour, Allan,” said Lord Menteith, 
“ yon will weary out yonr friends with this intii- 
h'rablc, frow'ard, ainl sullen Jinmour — Bnt i, know 
the reason,” ad4led he, laughing , “ you ha\ e not 
seen Aiinot Lyh' tci-dajj’.” 

“ Whom did yon say I had not seen ?” said Al- 
lan, sternly. 

“ Annot Lyle, the fairy cpiceii of song and min- 
strelsy,” sii^d Lord Menteith. 
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Would to G(»<1 f wore iiovor lo si‘t» her 
vaid Allan, sij^hin;];-. on condition the sanu* weird 
were laid on yon !” ' 

“ A id why on me?” s^aid Lonl Meiiteith, eare- 
les^ly 

“ Ih‘ean*^e,’’ said Allan, it is written on your 
i'ondiead, that you are to he the ruin of each (»tlu‘r.” 
So s.ivinjj;’, lie rose ii]> and left the room. 

“ Has he been loiip^ in this way r ' asked Lord 
Menteith, addr<»ssini^ his brother.' 

‘‘ About three <lays," answm*ed Antriis ; “ the fit 
is welliiinli over, In* >\ ill In* better to-morrow. — Ihit 
come, |^n*nth*nien, don't let the ta])|iit-hen scraiiLch 
to h(» <*m|)tied. 'I'ln* Kiii*^’s health, Kiii^i^ Charles’s 
lie.ilth! and may the co\4‘nantin^ dof^ that nduses 
it, t«» n<*aven by tin* road of the (xrassmark<*t !’’ 

The health was (juickly pledj^cMl, and as fast siic- 
cei'deil by another, and aiiotln*r, and another, all of 
a party east, and enforced in an earnest manner. 
Ca})taiii Dalu^etty, howc*ver, thouglit it necessary 
lo enter a protest. 

“ (ienth»nn»n cavaliers,” he saici, “ f drink these 
healths, y^r/y/zo, both out of respect to this honour- 
ahh* and hospitable roof-tree, and, sevumJn^ hei'aiise 
I liold it not f^^ood to he preeeese in such matters, 
hitvr pgcuht ; hut I protest, aj^reeahh; to tin? war- 
randice i^ranted hy this lionoiirabh? lord, that it shall 
he free to imv notwithstatJ'?irij^ my pres<*nt coin- 
plaisarce, to tsd^e service with the (yOvenaiit(*rs to- 
morrow, providing* I shall he so minded.’* 

AbAiilay and his Ktiglish guests stared at this 
ileclaratioii, which would have certaiply bred new* 
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disturbiiiicp, if Lord AliMitpitii Iiiid not taken up the 
aftuir, arul explained the <iir<*uinstaii(*es and eondi- 
tions. “ 1 trust,” lie eoiieiinled, “ we shall be able 
to seeure Captain Dalgetty's assistance to our own 
l»arty.” 

“ And if not,” said llie Laird, “ I protest, as the 
C^ilaiii says,jthat nothing that has passed this even- 
inpC, not even liis having eaten iny liread and salt, 
and ]ded^ed me in brandy, Lonrdeaiix, or nsrpn*- 
baii^h, shall prejudice my cleaving him to the neck- 
bone.” 

“ You shall lie heartily welconte/’ said the (‘ap- 
tain, “ providim^ my sword cannot ke(»p my litNid, 
M’liirh it lias done in worse danj^ers than your fend 
is likely to make for me.” 

Here Lord Alenteith a^ain interposed, and the 
eoiicord of the coippanybeinf]^ with no small dillicnl- 
ty restored, was cei^iented by some (h‘ep carouses. 
Lord Almiteith, however, contrived to break up the 
party earlier than was the usap^e of the (.'astle, un- 
der pretence of fatigue and indisjiosition. This was 
somewhat to the disappointment of the valiant Cap- 
tain, who, amon^ otlier habits accpiired in the Low 
c^nintries, had af'ipiired both a dis|)ositioii to drink, 
and a capacity to bear, an exorbitant quantity of 
stronjr liquors. 

Their landlord ushered them in person ^,o’a sort 
of sleeping gallery, in hich there ’vii^s a four-post 
bed, with tartan curtains, and a number cribs, 
or long hampers, placed along the wall, tliree of 
which, well stuifed with blooming heather, were 
’prepared ti.T the reception of guests. 
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“ I iiijlmI not tt‘ll your lordship/’ said M^Aiday 
to Lord Moiitoitli, u litllo apart, “ our Ilii^ldaiul 
iiiodo of quartorinj^. Oidy that, not liking you 
slioidd sh‘op in tin* room alono M’ilh this (lortiiaii 
land-!.niprr, J hav<; raiised your servants’ lietls to 
lie made hero in tho gallery. J3y (} — d, rny lord, 
llieso are tinn*s when iiioii to bed with a tliroat 
hale and sound as <‘ver swallowed brandy, and bc- 
I’ore next moniiii^ it may bo gaping like an oyster- 
shell.” 

Ijord Menteith thanke<l him sincerely, sayiiiijf, 
‘‘ It was just the arraiigomeiit ho woidd have re- 
quested ; lor, all hough he had not tho least a]ipre- 
heiision of violein e from (Japtain I)alg*etty, yet An- 
derson was a In'tter kind of p(»rson, a sort of gen- 
tlonian, whom ho alw.i\s liked to have in;ar his per- 
son." 

I have not seen this Anderson,” said ivLAulay ; 
“ did you hire him in Kngland ?” 

“ J did so,’’ said Lord Ment(*ith ; “ you will si‘e 
the mail to-niorrow; in the ineantime 1 wish you 
good-niglit.” 

llis host left tho apartment after tho evening 
salutation, and was about to pay Uv; sanu^ eoinpli- 
inent to C-aptaiii Dalgetty, but observing him de(*p- 
ly engaged in tho discussion of a huge pitcher fill- 
ed with brandy prsset, he thought it a pity to dis- 
turb him in so laudable an ^*mploynient, and took 
his leave without farther ceremony. 

J jord AJenteith’s two attendants entered the apart- 
ment almost immediately after his departure. The 
good Captain, who. was now somewhat encumber- 
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<*d With his <*ht‘CT, ho^au to find the undoing 
of tlio rhisps i>f Ills armour a task somewhat diffi- 
cult, and aildn'ssed Amhvson in these Avords, in- 
terrupted hy a slit^lit liieeup, — “Anderson, my good 
friend, you may reail in S<*riptiire, that lie that 
|)Ut(<‘th oil* his armour should not lioast liimself like 
he tliat ]Mitteth it on — 1 helievi^ that is not the right 
word of 4‘oniniand ; hut the plain truth of it is, 1 
am like to slei p in my <*orslet, like many an honest 
fellow that iieier wak<Ml again, unless you unloose 
this Iniekh'.” 

“ ITiido his armour, Sihliald,” said Andi'rson to 
the other servant. 

“ I5y St AiidreAV T' exclaimed the Captain, turn- 
ing round in great astonishment, “ Inu-e's a «‘omnioii 
fellow — a. stipendiary with four pounds a-y<*ar and 
a livery cloak, thinks himself loo good to serve 
Ritt-inasier Dugald Oalgetty of Drmnlhwaeket, 
Avho has studie<l humanity at the iMan*s<*hal-(Jolleg»‘ 
of Aberdeen, and seiwed lialf the princes of Kn- 
rope !” 

“ (/aptain Dalgetty,” said ^Lord Arenteith, whos<' 
lot it was to stainl peacemaker tliroiighoijt the 
evening, “please to iimlerstand that Anderson waits 
upon no one hut myself ; hut 1 will helfi !Sild>ald to 
undo your corslet Avith inmdi pleasiin*.” , 

“ Too much trouble for you, i:iy lord,” said Dal- 
getty ; “ and yet it wy,ild ilo you p,.o harm to prait- 
tise how a liandsome liarriess is put on and out olf. 
1 can step in and out of mine like a glove ; only to- 
night, altliough not ebrutSy I am, in the elastic 
• plirase> Vf^o cibofjiie gravatm." 
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r*y tinu‘ ho aviis iinsliollod, and slood holoiN* 
llio tiro with a taco ot‘ ilriiiiktMi wisdom on 

liio ovrnis of’ llio ovonliif!^. What sooiiusl chioily 
to iiit< rest liiin, was tho cliaractco* of Allan iM‘Au- 
lay. •• To como over tin* Kiii^lisliiiioii so <*lovorly 
with Ills lli^hlaiidtorch-hoarors — oijj;hthan'-l)rcoch- 
i*d llorii»s for siv silver can d lost irk^is ! — it was a 
inas(or-pitM*o — a tour dv juissr — it Avas perfect lo- 
f!^onh>iiiain — and t() ho a madman after all I — I douht 
greatly, iny lord, ’ (shaking his Insarl,) “ that I nnist 
alloAV liim, notwitlistandiiij:^ his redationship to your 
ho*dship, tin' jirivih'-^os of a rational |)erson, and 
1 ‘itlier hatoon him siitliciontly to expiate tiu' vio- 
lence offered to my person, or else !)rinf^ it to a 
matter (d‘ im»rtal arhitroment, as hecomolh an in- 
sult e<l cavalier.” 

*• If yow <ai’o to hoar a loiif^ story,” said Lonl 
IVlenteith, at this time of nif^ht, 1 van tell yon hi»w 
the 4*ircnmstances of Allan’s hirth at^coiint so well 
for his sinf»;ular character, as to put such satisfac- 
tion entirely <Mit of the <piostion.” 

A loiif^ story, my Wd,” said ('aptain Dalj^t'ff y? 
“ is, next to a j^ood <*veiiiiig draught and a warm 
ni^htca|), llie best shoeinji^-horri fot* drawing on a 
soiiinl sle<*p. And since your lunlship is pleased 
to takutln; trouble to tell it, I shall rest your pa- 
tient aitd <d)li«^ed .iinlitor.” 

Anderson,” said JjoniP Menteith, “ and y<m, 
Sibbald, are dyirifj^to hear, I suppose, of this straiij^e 
man too ; and I believe I must indulge your curi- 
osity, that you may know how to behave to him in 
time of need. You liad better step to the lire then.” 
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tliiis assc‘ml)l(‘cl an aiidirnce about lilm, 
Lord Mentoitli sal clown upon tho odu^o of tluj 
four-post bod, wliilc* (.aptaiii Dalcfotty, wipiiif^ tlio 
ri'lics «»f tlio ])Oss(*t from bis board and mnstaclioos, 
and ropoatinjjj tlio first vorso of tlio Liit1i(n*an psalm, 
Al!(‘ guter gcisler lohcn dvn Jlerrn^ iS:o. rollod bini- 
solf into ono yf llio placos of roposo, and tlinistini^ 
liis sliook pato from botwoon tbo blaiikc‘ts, listonod 
to Lord Moiitoitb's rolation in a most luxurious 
state, betweoii sleopinpc and w^akinj^. 

“ T\u'. fatbor,” srid Lord Mcuitcfitli, “ of tli(» two 
brothers, Anjj^iis and Allan ALAiilay, was a ^i‘n- 
tbnnan of oonsidoration and family, bedn"’ tlio cliicd’ 
of a lli/rliland elan, of f^ood account, tliona^li not 
numerous ; bis lady, the mother of these young 
iiu'ii, was a gentlciwoinan of good family, if J may 
be permitted to say so of one mairly conn(»eted with 
my own. Her brotjier, an honourabh* and spirit- 
ed young man, obtaimal from .lames the Sixth a 
grant of forestry, and other privilege's, over a roy«'il 
c’ha^e adjacent to this castle ; and, in (‘xercising 
and defending these rights, Jie was so uiifortnnate 
as to involve himself in a cpiarrel with some of onr 
Highland freebooters or caterans, of whom I think. 
Captain Dalgetty, yon must have In'ard.” . 

‘‘ And that J have,” said the Captain, effort ing 
himself to answer the appeal. Before { left the 
Mareschal-Colloge of . Aberdeen, D.igyld Garr was 
playing the devil in the Garioch, and the Faycpihar- 
sons on l)c‘e-side, and the Clan Chattan on the Gor- 
dons’ laiid^, and the Grants and Camerons in Mo- 
ray«-|^nu. And since that, 1 have seen the Cravats 
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and Paiidours in Paniionia and Transylvania, and 
tin* Co'^'^ai ks from tho Polish frontier, and rolihers, 
handitti, and harharians of all countries ln.*sidt’s, so 
that 1 havo a distinct idea of your broken Ilij^h- 
landnpn.'’ 

“ The elan,” said Lord JXFimleith, “ with wliom 
the maternal iinele of the APAulays h*id been plaeod 
in fend, was a small sept of banditti, called, from 
their lions(*l<'SS state, and tlieir incessantly wander- 
in*;- among the inoiintaiiis and gh*ns, the Children of 
the Alisl. They are a fiere#^ and hardy pt'Ople, with 
all the irritability, and wild and vengelnl passions, 
proper to uwn who have nevc‘r known the restraint 
of civilized soc iety. A party of thc*m lay in wait for 
the* imfortnnate W^arden of the I'orest, surprised 
him while* hunting alone and nnattenided, and sh*w 
him with ever) cirennistanero of inve»ntive crne‘lty- 
The*y c ut olV his he;ad, and rt^olved, in a bravado, 
to exhibit it at the castle of bis brother-in-law. Tho 
laird aviis abse*nt, anil tho huly reliie*tantly reeenved 
as gnests, men against whom, perhaps, she was 
afraid to shut her gate»«, liefre*shiiie*nts were* place‘el 
be*fore the; Childre*n of the Alist, who took an op- 
portunity to take the he*ael of their Yic.tim from the 
plaid in whie-h it was wrapt, placed it on the table, 
]>nt a piece of bre'ad between the life*le*ss jaws, bid- 
eling them do the*ir olliere now, sine*e many a good 
me*al thi'y bad oaten at that^t-abh*. The lady, who 
bad b<*eii absent for some bouse'liold purpose, oii- 
te^red at this inemient, and, upon beholding her bro- 
ther s liead, fled like an arroAV out of the house into 
the woods, uttering. shriek upon shriek. The riif- 
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iijiTis, satisfi^^d with this savug«; Iriiiniph, w'itlulrew. 

territiiMl inoiiiak, at*U*r overcoming the alarm 
to which they liad been siiltpM-ted, sou^lit their im- 
I’ortimate mistress in every direction, hnt she was 
nowhere to Ik* round. The iiiiserahle husband re- 
turned next day, and, with tlie assistance of his 
]K*o|»h‘, iinde^ioolv a more anxious and distant 
search, hut to (*(jually little pnrjmse. It Avas be- 
lieved universally, that, in tlie ecstasy of her terror, 
she must eitlier hav4* tlirow'ii lH*rself over one of 
tin* nninerotis precipices which overhan*:^ the river, 
or int(» a deep lake about a mile frmn the casth*. 
Her h»ss Avas tlie more lamented, as she was six 
months advanced in her prep;;nam‘y ; Aiiii^iis M‘Au- 
iay, ln‘r eld(»st son, haviiii^ been born about (*ii:hteei! 
months before — Hut I tire you. Captain l)al”ett>, 
and yon seiun iiiiTmed to sbM*p.” 

lly no means,” *uis\A'ered the soldier; “ I am 
no Avhit somnolent; I always hear best Avith my 
e\es shut. It is a fashion 1 leal'iied when 1 stood 
sentinel.” 

‘‘ And 1 daresay,*’ said Lord Menteith, aside to 
Anderson, “ the Avei^lit of the lialherd of the ser- 
geant of the rounds often made liim open them.” 

Jleinpc apparently, hoAA'ever, in the liiiinoiir of 
story-telliinr, tin* young nobiemaii went on, ajldress- 
ing himself ehietly to his servants, Avithont n^inding 
the sliiinhering veterawl ^ *' 

“ KA'ery baron in the eoniitry," said he, “ now 
swore revenge for this dreadful crime. They took 
arni» Avith the relations and hrothor-in-laAv of tlie 
murdered }.^son, and the Children of the Mist 
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wfii’c* liiiiitrd down, 1 bolievo, with as little Tnor«*y 
as they had theinselvi*s inanifesttMl. St'venteeii 
head'*:, the hloody trophies ol* tlu*ir veiifreaiu i^, wen; 
distrihiited ainoiRr (he allies, and ted the erows 
upon the £i^ati‘s ot* th(‘ir ea‘<tles. The survivors 
soiii'ht out iiion; distant wihh*nu*sses, to whieh they 
retreated.” 

To your rii>^ht hand, eoiintiu'-inareh and retreat 
to your fornier i^roiind,” said (Captain Dalj^etty ; 
the military jihrase havini^ prodireed the eorres- 
pondent word of eomniand ; a;id then startini^ up, 
jiroh'ssed ln‘ had hcMMi |)rofoiindly attentive to ev4n*y 
word that liad been spoke:!. 

It is tile eiistom in siininier,” said Lord Men- 
t(^ith, without atteiidini^ to his apolo'jfy, “to send the 
eows to the u])land pastimes to have the heiudit ol 
the t»rass ; ami the maids of the village, and of the 
family, ^o then* to milk thi*n^ in tin* nidrnin^ and 
ev4*ninu‘. W’^hile thus employed, tlie feinales of this 
family, to their ^reat t(*iTor, peret*ived that their 
motions wen; watidied atadistanee hy a pale, thin, 
mea^’re ti^iin*, hearint'’ a stroiiii;’ resi*nihlaiiei* to 
their deeeased mistress, and passin^r, of eourse, for 
her ajiparition. A\'hen some of the holdest resol- 
ved to fipproaeh this fa<ied form, it tied from them 
into tl^e woods with a wild shriek, '^fln; liiishand, 
inforn.ed of this < ireiimstain-e, eanie up to the i^h*n 
with some atti'udants, and t®mk his measures so wi‘li 
as to intere4*pt the retr€*at of tin* unhappy fiif^itive, 
ami to seciin* the person of Jiis unfortunate lady, 
though her intellect proved to he totally deranged. 
How she supported herself during her wandering 
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ill llui woods coiilci not lie known — sonio snpposod 
she Jived inioii roots and wild-herries, witli wliii Ji 
tln‘ woods at tliat season aho.inded ; but tlie greater 
part of tlie vulgar were satisfied tliat slie must liave 
sul)sisted upon tlie inllk of tlie wild does, or been 
nourished by tin* fairies, or sup[)orted in some man- 
ner eipially niarvtdloiis. Her re-a|)p(*aranee Avas 
more easily aeeoimted for. SIu? had from tlie 
thielvet the milking of tlie rows, to superintend 
wliieh luul lieen liA r favourite iliimestie employment, 
and the liabit iiad jirevailed even in Iier deranged 
states of mind. 

“ In dm* season the iiiifortimate lady was de- 
livered of a hoy, who not only showed no S([>))ear- 
anee of having sutl’ered from his mother’s ealami- 
ties, Imt appeari'd to he an infant of uneommon 
lu*allh and streuglh. IMie unhappy molluT, after 
lu*r eoiitiiiemeut, r<*eoyered hm* n‘ason — at ](*ast in 
a great nu*asiire, hut never her health and spirits. 
Allan Avas her only joy. I li*!' attention to him was 
iiiiremittiiig ; and iimpitvstioiiabJy slie must have 
iniju'essed upon his tiarly mind many of those sii- 
])erstitious ideas to Avhieh hik moody and enthiisi- 
astie temper gav;e so ready a reeeplion. She died 
will'll he was ahoiit ten years old. Her last Avords 
were spoken to him in private; but there is little 
doubt that they ronveyed an inji^inetion of Vji'iige- 
anee upon the (children, if the Mist, Avith '.*'hieh he 
has sinee amply complied. 

From this moment, the habits of Allan M‘Au- 
lay were totally changed. He had hitherto been 
liis mother constant coinpaniou, listening to her 
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(Iroains, and ivjajatiiipf liis own, aiid foediiijr |ns 
imaj^iiiat iori, \viru*li, probably tVonitlio circiiiii'Ntain rs 
proccdiii”' bis I)irtb, \va roust it iitioiially d»'raiij^iMl, 
with Jill the wild and terrible siipei>titions so roin- 
inoii to tin^ niouiitaineers, to wbirii bis unfortiinatt* 
inotbrr lia<l heroine innrii addicted since her bro- 
ther's death, lly liviiii^ in this manner, tin? boy bad 
rotten a timid, wild, startled look', loved to seek 
out solitary places in the woods, aiid was never so 
murk terrified as by tlie a|)proae!i oT rhihlnoi ot" 
the saifle aj^e. I remember, althoiir;h s<ime years 
Youii'rer, beinrf broni>‘ht up here by my latino* upon 
a visit, nor ran I Ibrj^ta the astonishnnoit with wiiich 
I saw this inrant-herinit shun every attempt I m.nh* 
to eiijrai»(‘ iiini in the sports natural to our aj^e. I 
ran rememlnu* his father bewailin|jf his di*«position 
to mine, and allej»in|^, at the same time, that it was 
impossible for him to take from his wile' the com- 
pany of the boy? be seenieil to be the only con- 
solation that remained to her in tliis worhl, and a^ 
the arnnsement which Allan's socii*ty alforded Jier 
seenuMl to prevent tin* recurrence, at least in its 
full fon e, of that fearful malady by which she had 
been visited. JJnt, after the deatl^ of his mol her, 
tlie habits and iiiamierh of the boy seemed at once 
to change. It is true he r«*inaine(' ^is thoni*htfid 
and sc’Mous as before ; and lon^ fits ol sih*nc<» and 
alistractien showed plainl)^that his dispositimi, in 
this respeci, was in no de|^r<*e alter(‘d. Hut at 
other times, he sought out the ri'iidezvous ot the 
ytinlli of the clan, which he had hitherto seemed 
anxious to avoid. lie took share in all their exer- 
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risrs; :iiui, IVo/ii ills v<‘ry <‘xh*iior(liii;iry |)(‘ix)ual 
slr( n‘;l liis I)r4)tliri‘ utul other yoiitlis, 

w lu»se lUm* coiisidrrahly t*\i ('(‘(hMl liis own. Tln*y 
\^lln had hitlierto h(‘Id him in ronteinj)!, f<su*- 
rd, if ihi'v <lid not h»ve him ; and, instead of AllanV 
heiiii^ a (In'amiiif!:, womanish, and I'eehle- 

niinded i»oy, those wlio enronntered him in sports 
or military 4*\t‘n ise, now eomplained that, wlien 
heated hy tlie Strife, ln» was too apt to turn t^ame 
into earnest, ainl to f«»r<^et tlnit lie Mas only ent^a- 
i^ed in a friendly tri^I ol’ sf rmiirth. — 15nt 1 speak to 
tei»-ardless 4*ars/’ sahl Lonl Menteilli, interrn]>tiTi‘i 
liimsell’, for the (’ajitaiifs no'^e now jj^ave the mosr 
!ndi'*pu(ahle si^ns that he uas last loek<‘d in tin 
.trri * of oh!i\ ion. 

If yon mean tlie ears of that snortini:^ swine, 
my lord,’’ said Anderson, “ tln‘y are, imh'ed, shut 
un\ tliiin^ that y<Oji <‘e.n say; in*V(‘rtheh“'S, this 
plane heini^ uidit for inori* jirivali* eonfermiee, I 
hojie yon will lia\e tln» t^^oodness tf> pro<*(M*d, for 
I>ihh. lid's hi'iiefit ami for mine, The history of this 
imor \onni^ fellow has a ilei*p ami Maid interest in 

It." 

Yon must kpow, then," proeiMided liOrd Men- 
teitii, ** that Allan eontinned to im /ease in strength 
; ml aeti\ity ti l his fifli'entli year, ahont Mdiieli tiim* 
he assnimMl a total imh^pinnimiee ^»f I’haracter, and 
impatieiu(» of control, w.l;icli mncli al^irimM^I liissnr- 
^ ivin.'i;- parent. J!e M as absent in tin M oods for 
xc!m!e ilays and nit;ht'H, under ])retence of hmitiiiir, 
^iion^ii he <iid m t aUvavs hrini^ home i^ame. liis 
. dliei* more alarmed, because several of 
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tlio ChildoMi of llio M'sf, rnrounii^rtl by tlit' iii- 
rrtsisiiiir troubles of |1 m\ stilt**, hiul v**iitiiiv<l b;i'-l: tt> 
f li**ir o!*l liiuiiits, imr did !i<* think it iiIt*)i^otlior sjif,- 
to n*iM*\v liny sittiick in»oii tIi<*nL TIio risk of Alhiii, 
ill his waiulorinj^s, sii^tniiiiiii^ injury from th<‘v** 
vindii tivi* froi*I)oot* r'-, was a p**r|M»tiial soiirn* *o 
apprcli**nsioii. 

“ I was niysoif iijioii a visit to tin* **asthi whoii 
this matt**r was brought to a iM'isis. • AHaii ha<l b<»t*ii 
abs**nt •sill*’** <laybr**ak in tho w<»ods, wli<*ri? T liad 
sought for him in vain ; it was a<lark stormy nit^ht, 
and he di*l ii<»l r<*lni ii. Ilis falhi*r *»\|)r**ss*Ml tin* 
utmost an\ii*iy, ami spok** of <h‘tai irmjL!^ a ]>5irty at 
tin* dawn of mornini;- in *jin*''t of him ; wln*n, as wi* 
wore sitting; at tln‘ sn|»pi*r-table, tin* <loor sinld<*nly 
opened, am! A Man imtered tin* room with a proud, 
hrrn, and enniid«*nt air. His intractability oi' ti*m- 
per, as well as tin* nnsetth*d stat** of his mind, had 
STieli an inflin*nce )v**r his father, that Ini suppress- 
ed all otln*r tokens of <lisph*a‘-nre, exc**ptin;** tin* 
observation that 1 had kilh**! a fat bindv, a. id had 
return***! before smis'et, whih* In* siip|)os**d Allan, 
who Innl been «ni tin* hill till midnight, had r*:turn- 
<*d with empty hainls. • ^\r*» y*>ii sun* *)f that?’ 
sai*l Allan, liercely ; ‘ hen* is sonn*thinp^ will t<*Il 
yon another tale.’ 

“ We -low fibserved his Jiands were bloo*ly, and 
that tlieni w*,ve spots of blood on his fac**, an*l wait- 
*‘*1 the issue with impatiencii ; wln*n sinldenly* nn- 
<loin<r the corner of his plaid, lie rolled down on 
the table a human head, bloody and new severed, 
saying at the same lime, ‘ Lie thou where the head 
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of a l)<»tl(‘r man lay liofore yo,' From tin* liaf^ji^anl 
feutiiros, and inattod rod Jiair and board, partly 
grizzliMl with at^o, bis falbor and otiiors prosoiit ro- 
ro^nis(‘<l tbo lioad of JJi^rfor of tho Misl, a woll- 
knowii Ic'ador aiiioni';' tho outlaws, rodoubtod for 
^lr^*n^^;■tb and fonirity, who had boon activo in the 
inurdm* oftho'iinfortiinato Korostor, iiiiidoto Allan, 
and had (»s<*apo'l by a di'sporato <h»foiio** and oxtra- 
ordinary ar;'ility,**whoii so many of his oompanions 
wtM’o dt‘slrc>yod. Wi' wore all, it may bo bi*liovod, 
struck with surpriso, but Allan rofiisod to u^ratify 
our curiosity; and wo oidy conjoctiirod that ho must 
have o>orcomo the outlaw aftcT a dt*sporat(* striij^- 
^lo, bocauso wo discovorod that ho had sustained 
several wounds from the contest. All measures were 
now taken to onsun* him ag^ainst the v(*iigoam*(* of 
the freebooters; but neither his wounds, nor the 
j>ositive coininand of his father, nor oven tin* lock- 
ing of the gates of the castle and the doors of his 
apartment, were ])rocaulioiis adeipiati* 1*) prevent 
Allan from seeking out the very ]K*rsoiis l(» whom 
ho was peculiarly obnoxioiif.. He made his escape 
by night from the window of the apartment, an<l 
laiigliing at his father’s vain care, proilu«*od on one 
oc<‘asioii the head of one, and upon aiiotliei those 
of two, of the (’hildreii of the Alist. At leimfli these 
men, fierce as they became appalled by the 

inveterate animosity and audacity wit iic which Allan 
sought out their recesses. As he never hesitated 
to encounter any odds, they concluded that he must 
• bear a ch.^rmed life, or fight under the guardianship 
of some .-••^eniatural influence. Neither gun, dirk, 
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nor (loiirlacli, ^ tlioy saiil, availed aiiii^lit a«[ainst him, 
Tli4*y im])iited this to the nMiiarkablt* t'lriaiiiistanres 
uiah*!’ wliieh he was horn ; and at lenj»th five or six 
of (in- s1on1(**st eatt'rans of the llii^hlainls would 
havi' fliid at Allan's halloo, or the blast of his horn. 

In the nn*anuhih‘, howc'ver, tin* (Miildreii of the 
\rist earried on their old trade, and did the AI‘An- 
lays- as well as their kiiisiinni and alTn^ as inindi 
misehi«*f as they eonld. This |)ro\ ‘dieil another ex- 
|)editiwn aj^ainst tin* tribe, in wliit h 1 had my share ; 
we surprised them eilertnally, by Ix'sel lint;* at onci; 
the np[)er ami undm* [)asvr^ cif‘ tin* country, and 
made sneli (* 1(^111 work as is usual on these occa- 
sions, l)urninii- and slayiii^* ri^ht before ns. In this 
terribh* species of war, even tin* females and tin* 
helj)h*ss <lo not always escapi*. Om* little maid(*n 
alom*, who smiled upon Allan’s drawmrp'k, es(*apc*(l 
his vt*iiii^4*anc<^ n[nm my 4'ari, 'st 4 ntivjaty. She was 
brought to the 4*nstl4*, ami ln*r4* bred up nmh'r tin* 
name 4)f Annot Lyh*, the nn)^ b4*aiitifid little fairy 
certainly that 4'V4‘r 4lain‘ed np4m a ln‘ath by 111410 . 11 - 
light. It ^\as hmg ,’”4; Allan camhl endnia* the pre- 
S4*n4-e of the chihl, until it iicenna'il to his imagi- 
nation, from lu'r f4*aturi‘s perhapS, that sin* iTnl not 
behirig tii tlie liat4*d bhmil 4>f bis 4 *m*mi 4 *s, but had 
be4‘4)rti4* tlii*ir eaptivi* in S4mi4* of tin'ir iin nrsions ; 
a 4*ircir'istan4*e not in it^i If ini])ossil)l4*, but in which 
he believ(...»as firmly as in* Indy writ, lli* is parti- 
<‘nlaiiy dt'ligliti'd by li4*r skill in mnsii^ whi4:li is so 
exquisite, tliat sin* far exceiiils tlie best performers 
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ill tliis country iit pl.iyiii^oii th<‘ clairsliacli, or harp, 
ft was di'^r()vi*n‘<l that this produced iij>on the dis- 
turlied spirits of AIIiul in liis ^loouiiost moods, be- 
neiitdid eliVct>, similar t<» those exporieiiccd by the 
Jewish mouarrh of old ; aiul so enu^ap^iii**^ is the 
temper of Amiot Lyle, so fascinatiuii^ the iniioconcc 
and gaiety of her disposition, that sh<» is <*onsider- 
ed ami t,r<*ated in tlu* castle rather as the sister 
of llu‘ proprietor, than as a de])endeut upon his 
charity. Indeivl, it is impossilde for any one to 
see h<*r without h<‘ir*g deeply interestetl by the in- 
genuity, liveliiu'ss, and sweeliu'ss of her disposi- 
tion.” 

“ Take care, iny lord,” saul AndiU'son, smiling; 
“ tliere is danger in such viohmt commendations. 
Allan APAiilay, as your loi^Uhip describes him, 
would prove no very safe rival.” 

“ Pooh I pooli !” said Lord AfeTiteith, laughing, 
yet hlushiiig at the same time; Allan is not ac- 
cessible to the passion of love ; and for myself,” 
said he, more gravely, “ Annot’s unknown birth is 
a siirticieJit r(\asuii against sermons designs, and her 
uiiproteeted state precludes every otIu»r.” 

“ It is spoktMi-like yourself, my lord,” said An- 
derson. — “ But r trust you will proceed with your 
interesting story.” • 

It is wtdlingh finished,” said Lord Menteith; 
“ I have only to add, that from the grg'^ /strength 
and courage of Allan APAiiIay, from his energetic 
and uncontrollable disposition, and from an opinion 
generally entertained and encouraged by himself, 
tliat he hclds communion with supernatural beings. 
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aiHl r;iu predict future tlie eljiii ]>ay uiniich 

•greater d«‘^re«' td’ deference tu liiiu than even In Ids 
lirotlier, who is n holddn^arted rattlinj'’ FTij^ldaiider, 
])ut A' itli nothinjj^ which can possibly rival the ex- 
traordinary cdiaracter of his youiii^er l)rt)ther.” 

“ Such a character,” said Ainlerson, ‘‘ cannot but 
liav(» the <leep<‘st effect on the iniiid.s,;)f a llifi^hlaiid 
liost. W(» must, secure Allan, niy lord, at all 
events. W'hat ludween his hravcuy and his si*«;oiid 

“ Hush 1” *^aid Lord ^NFenti'ith, “that owl is 
awakiii*'^.” 

“ Do you talk of the second sij^lit, or tlvutero- 
s((tpi (( saul the stddier ; “ I reiinunher nieniorablc 
Major Miiiiro ttdlin^ me how iVlunlot h Mackcui/de, 
horn in Assiul, a privaU* ^(‘(MitleTnau in acoin[)any, 
and a [netty soldi * 1 % fon‘tohl the death (if Donald 
Tonsil, a Lochaher man, and vertain other p(;rsons, 
as w(*ll as the hurt of lh«‘ major himself at a sudden 
onfall ill the sief^e of Trailsund.’' 

“ 1 hav(‘ oft(»u Inward ol‘ this facnlty,” (d)served 
Aiid(»r>on, “ hut I h;«v<‘. always thought those pre- 
tendinj^ to it W('n» eitlnu* (uitliiisiasts or impostors.” 

“ I should he loath,” said Lord Ahnitcdtli, “ to ap- 
ply either cdiaracter to niy kinsman, Allan ALAnlay. 
He has. shown on many occasions too much aciite- 
m^ss and scmse, of which you this ni<rht had an in- 
staiuio, foi character ol^.in enthusiast; and his 
higii sense of honour, and manliness of disposition, 
free him from the charge of imposture.” 

‘‘ Your lordship, tlien,” said Anderson, “ is a be- 
liever in his supernatural attributes ?” 
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•• liy ni> iiKsins,” tho yotiiii^ nf)l>lfini;m ; t 
tliink tliat In* pcrsnatk^s liimsrlf that tlu* predictions 
which are, in reality, tin* result of iudp^ineiit and 
reHectioii,are supernatural iinpn‘s>.ionson his mind, 
just as fanatics conceive* tlie workings of their own 
imagination to he divim* ins|»iralioii — at least, if 
tiiis will not a»rve you, Ainh^rvoii, 1 hav*‘ no het- 
ler explanation to ufive : and it is tiim* ^ve were all 
asleep after tlie^toiUome journey of th(‘ day." 
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i.i mini; <“vi’iits < .ist tlirii sli.ulnws hrlori*. 

(am run I.. 

A r nil rjivly hour in llu‘ Tnoriiiii<r (hr •^iirstN of 
tlir rji-^tlr spnini*' from tlu‘ir rrjiosr ; .'iml, Jiftor a 
iiiomnit's |)ri\:i1r roiivrr>a(ioii witli hi^ attmulaiits, 
Lori] Alriitridi addrrssril (In* soldirr, who was 
><»a(rd in a ronirr hurnishini^ his rorslrt with rot- 
slonr and sliamois-lrathrr, whilr lir hiinnurd thi» 
old son^- in honour of ihr vii torious (iiistaviis 
Adolphus : — 

(‘ritinoiis arr roariiii;, and hiillfds an* fhiii;:, 

'riif lad lli.il wniild Imm* htiiKiiir, bojs, must iirM*r ri‘ar d\ in*;. 

('a])tain J>aljj^rtty,'’ said Lord Afrnlrdli, tlir 
tiinr is < oni<* that \Vr must, part, or hrrojnr rom- 
radrs in srrvirr.” 

“ Not hrforr lirrakfast, I hope?” said (’aptain 
Dal^etly. 

“ J* should have thoiifxht,” replied his lordship, 
tliat y nir {garrison was virtualhul for thrrt? days 
at h'astw ' * 

1 have still some stowaj^e left for beef and ban- 
norks/' said tiu' ('aptaiii; “ and 1 never miss a fa- 
vourahh^ opportunity of renewiiif^ my supplies.” 

But,” said Lord Menteith, “ no judicious com- 
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iniiiifloi* alldws oitluT of triu*i* or iioutrals to 

remain in liis ramp longer than \< prudent; and 
tlieivfon* we innsi. know your mind i^xartly, ac- 
rordin^ to wliirli you shall either have a safe-eon- 
duel to depart in jieaee, or he weleome to remain 
with us.” 

‘‘ Truly,” s: id the Chaplain, ‘‘ tliat heinu^ the ease, 
1 will not attempt to protraet the eapitulation by 
a eounterfeited parley, (a tliinsif exeellenlly ]>rae- 
lised by Sir Janu^s (tainsay at thf» si***^e ef Ifan- 
nan, in the yoar of (Jod Iti.SO, ) hut I will fraiddy 
own, that if J like your pay as well as your pro- 
vaiit and ycmr eoinjiany, I rare iH>t hou soon I take 
the oath to yoiir colours.” 

“ Our luiy,” said L<ird Menteith, “ must at pre- 
sent lie small, since it is ])aid out of tlu» eommon 
sto<*k rais<*d hy ll e few anHUl|r^t us who eau eom- 
maml some iuiids — As iiiajor and adjutant, 1 dan* 
not pnuuise (Captain J)aljr(‘tty viore than half a 
<IolJar a-day.” 

“ I'he devil take all halves ainl ([iiarlers!” said 
tin* ('aptaiii ; “ were it in lo/ option, 1 could no 
more cons(*nt to tin* halvinfij of that dollar, than the 
woman in the dud^ment of Solomon to the ilisse- 
verinent of the child of her boweU.” 

“ Tlie parallel will scarce hold, Captain Dalfj^etty, 
for I think you would ratln*r eoiiseiit to/he divi- 
ding of tlie dollar, thali give it up entire to your 
competitor. However, in the way of arrears, I may 
proiid^e you the other half-dollar at the end of the 
campaign.” 

“ Ah ^ U Bse arrearages !” said' Captain Dalgetty, 
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“ :iro iilways pnnr.i^r.l, liiiil al\v;iys t;-o for iio- 
S|>;iin, Aii‘<(rin, anti SwojIoii, all siiiir <mio 
soni;-. I loiiii;' lil<‘ t*> tlio Hoi»imnio^:uis ! iftlioy 
\V(Mo iu» ollici'i^ or ^olilirr>, tlioy won* i^oocl pii\- 
mastors. — ^Viid yof, iny lonl, if I roiild loit l>o inado 
roiiioralt* llial iiiy natural }ii*n*ditatnoiit of Druin- 
tliwa*‘lvi*t had fallon into pos^ossion i t' an v oi* tlioho 
looim of (’ovonaiilois, who <‘onld he, in Iho ovonf of 
<nir ronv('ni<'iiily inado a t r.iitor of‘, I liavi* so 
iniirh valtio for that ft'i'tih^ and ploavant spot, that 
1 woidd o’i‘a lake on willi yon 'hn* tin* raniijaii^n.’’ 

1 ran n ^ols o ( 'aptaiii !)aIi2^<*lty’«K ipicst ion," said 
Sil)i)ahk Lord Aiontoiths si'cond attondaiit; “ ho* 
if iiis ostalo of I )rnnilhwackot In*, as I <oin'(*iv<*, 
tin* loni^ wasto nioor so <‘a]i(*d, that, lios hvr inil<*s 
south of Ahordooii, I ran Irll liitn it waslatrly j>ur- 
« hasrd hy l^lias ,^'irariian, as rank a rrhrl as i‘\4*r 
swon* tho (’oyrnaiit." 

“ Tin* rn)]>-4';ti\‘<l honinl I” said LajMain f)alf»;il- 
ty, in a ra^** ; “ what thr drvil ^av(‘ liim thu tts- 
siirainr t4» pnndia^r tin* inh(*ritanrr of a family oi 
four limnlrrd ^ «*ars • <^.unrnic» ? — ([iftttlihts tnu'cuL 
v’t //rZ, as W4! iisrd to sa\ at Man*srlial-('-(dh\i!;^4* ; that 
is to say, I will pull him out of lu^ father's lions** 
hy tin* t*ars. And so, my Lord Ah'iiti'it Ii, 1 am 
yours, hainl and swnrik h*Mly and soni, till death do 
us part, or tiithe ?*nd of the in'xl rampai^'ii, wliirh- 
**ver **v(*nt s’ ^di iirst *'oine pass." 

Ai.d 1, ” said tlie younj^ nolileiuan, rivet the 
hari^airi by a month's pay in advain*,**.” 

“ That is mure than necessary/' said D;vf(elty, . 
ijorhu.irer t!ie money however. “ But now 1 must 
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l»'i> <iouii, lcM>lv afler iiiy war-saddlo aiitl abiiilzic- 
iiHMits, and sr(* that Giistavii^ has his nioniiiij^, and 
trll him wr liavr takni iirw srrvic*.*.” 

"riu'iT f'MU's your privioiis rrrruit,’’ said Lord 
!Mi‘nt*‘illi to Andorsoii, astho (.^aptain hdttlie room; 
*'• J thar \v<‘ shall havo lilth* <*n*dit of him.” 

Ifi* is a man of tim tiim*'*, Iiowt'vor,” said Aii- 
iUtsou ; ‘‘ and without smdi Av<i should hardly he 
able lo carry on our ont4*r[)rise.'’ 

“ Lot ns »;o‘dowii/' ans\n*red Jjonl Menteitli, 
‘‘ and see how 4Mir imist<»r is lilv«‘ly to tlirive, for 1 
iiear a u^ood deal of hiisile in the easlle/’ 

W’Inm tln?y eiit(‘red the hall, tlnj donu'sties keep- 
in*^ uuKh'stly iu the l)a4‘k-j^roiind, im>rnini^ L»Teet- 
inj^-s passed hetW4‘en Lord ALMUtdHi, Anj'us M^\u- 
lay, and his Kni»]isli j^uests, while Allan, oeiMepyiiii^ 
liie same settle wliieh lie had tilled the pnu edinj^ 
evmiino-, paid no attention wliatc'ver lo any one. 

Old Donald liastily riis)n>d into tin; a[»artin(Mit. 
“ A inessa^i* from Vieh Alister More 1 m‘ is coming- 
up iu the evening’.” 

“ W ith how many atteiidaiits ?” said ALAulay. 

“ Stmie live-aml-tw4Mity or thirty,” sahl Donald, 
“ his 4n*<linary r 'tiiiue.” 

“ Sliaki* down plenty 4if straw iu the ^reat barn,” 
said tin* LainL 

Another servant here stiiinbl 'd hastily Ai, an- 
nouiu'ini^ the expected' approacli lltM-tor 

M‘Lea!i, “ who is arriving with a liirf^e fodowing*.” 
Put them in the iiialt-kiln,” said M^VuIay ; 


TJitt* patronymic of MacDoiirll of Ulrnijurry, 
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nntl iIk* hrciultli <>t‘ tlio bi*t\vi*«Ti 

iIkmii and lln* .\M)niial<ls ; tlu*y anj but unfriends 
to racli ntlirr.” 

Duiudd iiuw ri*-enten»d, his visa«:e (‘oiisiderahly 
Jen^tbr'a*d — “ Tile leil's V llie folk,” he said ; “ the 
haill llielands ar<‘ asleer, I think. Kvaii Dim, of 
lioehicd, will be lien^ in an hour, Avitli Lord kens 
how many i^illies.'* 

Into the ^reat barn with them b(^side the 
M‘ Donalds,’' said the liaird. 

Mon* and more c*hi<*fs were amioiim'ed, the least 
<»f w horn woiihl have aeeounted it deroji^atory to his 
dii^iiitv to stir without a retinue of six. or seven 
persons. To every new amiiiiwiatioii, Animus AkAii- 
lay aiisw'i'n'd by naming some jdai e of aeeommo- 
dation.-- the stables, the loft, the i‘OW’-house, the 
sheds, ev(‘iy doiiie'-tie ollice, WH*n‘ d(*stined for the 
Jiii^ht to soiiur hospitable juiroosi* or otlun*. ^\t 
length the arrival of M-Dou^al of Lorn, aftiT all 
his means of aeeommodation w'ere exhausted, n»- 
ilnnnl him to some perfdexily. “ XVhat lh«* devil 
is to be done, Donald said he; the ^reat barn 
would hold fifty more, if they Avould lie heads and 
thraws; but there w'ouid be drawn dirks aman;^ 
them which shouhl lie upp<*rmost, and so w'e should 
Jiave bh^ody pnddinj^s before morning!” 

“ >V>.at ne(‘ds al* this?” said Allan, starlinj^ up, 
and eomiiiu, ♦or-vard with tl^** stern abruptness of 
Ids usual mamier; “ are the (hiel to-day of softer 
flesh or w’hiter blood than their fathers w ere? Knoelc 
the h<*ail out of a cask of iisipieba* ; let that be their 
iiijii^ht-frear — their plaids their bed-clothes — the blue 
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sky <‘iinMpy, and thr hfatluM* tlu*ir couch. — 

(!niiic <i thousand innn\ and tlu^y would not (juar- 
rr] on liio hroad liealh for want of room !’’ 

“ Allan is ri^'hl," said his britlhci* ; “ it is very 
odd how Allan, wlio, hotwr<ui oursc'lvcs,” said In^ 
to iMu^«»Tavc, “ is a little wt)^\f,^ siMuns at times to 
havi* more sr:isc» llian us all put together. Uhsiu’vo 
him now.” 

Ves,” ronlinued Allan, fixlntj^ his ey(‘s with a 
ghastly stare upon tli<» o]>p(»sit(' sidi‘ of Oio liall, 
“ they may well heii^iii as they are to (‘iid ; many a 
man will sleep this ni«»ht upon lie.* heath, that when 
the Martinmas wind shall Mt>vr shall lie there stark 
enouji^h, and nM‘k little of eohl or lack of 4*overin»*.” 

“• Do not forespeak iis, hnither,” said Angus; 

that is not lucky.” 

And what loek is it llu‘ii liiat you expec‘t ?” 
said /\Ilan ; and stra'aing his eyc*s until they almost 
starIcMl from thc'ir soekc'ls, lu- fe,’l w ith a eoiivulsivit 
shuddcM' into the* arms of Donald and his brother, 
wlio, knowing the* nature <»f liis fits, had come near 
to prevent his fall. The y si.'.Led liiin iij)on a bench, 
and siij)])orted him until lie came to hinise‘lf, and 
was alieuit to s])eak. 

^^)r (ioefs sake, Allan,” said his lirother, who 
lvm‘W' the impressie^ii liis mystie'al words were likely 
li» make oii many of the guests, “ say imthiiig te> 
dist mirage us.” 

•• Am 1 he* who discouragi*s you?” sjiid Allan; 
‘ let every m.iii fac e liis wa*ird as I shall face mine. 


ft onf, i. V. era/eel. 
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lliat which must coino, will come; and we slnill 
stride gallantly over many a field «d’ victory, ere w»» 
reach yon fatal slani^hu^r-place, or tread yon sahU' 
scaffolds.” 

“ Wdiat slauj^htc*r-;)lace? wliat scalVolds?” ex- 
clainnsl several voices ; for Allan's renown as a seer 
was generally estahlished in the lliylilaiids. 

“ Von will know that hut too soon,” answen*d 
Allan. “ Speak to nn* no more, I am weary of 
y<nir (pn‘sti«nis. ' He then press<*d his hand ap^ainst 
his hrow, re^te<l his eloow npen his knee, and sunk 
into a ileep reverie. 

“ Semi for Annot Tjyle, and llie liarp,” said 
Aiifi^ns, in a whis[K*r, to his servant ; “ and let those 
jyentlenieii follow me who do not fear a Hitrhland 
breakfast.” 

All accompanied their hospitable landlord ex- 
cepting only Jjord Menteith who liiip^ered in om^ 
of the deep embrasures formed by the windows of 
the had. Annot Lyle shortly after glided into th(» 
room, not ill described by Lord Menteith as liein^ 
the li^litest and most fairy figure that ever trode 
the tnrf by moonlight. Her stature, considerably 
less than the onlinary size of uomen, p^ave lier the 
appearance of extreme youth, insomuch, that al- 
thougji she was near eighteen, she might have pass- 
ed fo“ four years younger. Her figure, hands, and 
feet, wei formed upon a^ncnlel of exipiisite sym- 
metry >vith tlie size and lightness of her person, so 
that Titania herself could scarce* have found a mcire 
fitting representative. Her hair was a dark shade 
of the colour usually termed flaxen, whosc chister- 

vei . XV. - h ' 
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ini:: riiigl»*ts suitiMl admirably M'ifh licr fair com- 
plfxinii, ami with tin* playful, yi*1 simple, expn*ssioii 
of her li*a(iires. When W(* add to these eharnis, 
that Ainiol, in her orphan stale, seemed the f^ayest 
and hapjfu'st of maidens, the rea(h*r must allow ns 
to elaim for her the mt<*rest of almost all who 
looked on lier. . Jn fact, it was impossible to find 
a more universal favourite, and she often eanie 
amoiii; the rude inhabitants of the easth*, as Allan 
liiniself, in a poetu'al nioml, exjiressed it, like* a 
sunbeam on a sullen sea,” rommiinieatin^ to all 
others the elieerfnlness that tilled her own mind. 

A limit, siieli as we liave ileseribed her, smih*d 
and hliishi'd, when, on enteriiif^ the ajiartment, Lord 
Ment<*ith < ame from his plaee of retirement, and 
kindly wished her ^ood-niorning*. 

** And ^’ood-moriiiii^ to you, my lord,” returned 
-^he, e\t<*ndin^' her hand to her friend; we have 
N4*ldom s(*en you of late at the castle, and now 1 
h*ar it is with no peaceful purpose.” 

At h*ast, h‘t me not iiit4*iTupt your harmony, 
A limit,*' said Lord M4*iit4*itlu,‘‘ thoui;h my arrival 
may hrecid discord elsewlu*re. iXTy cousin Allan 
ne«*ds the assistance of your voice atid ninsie.” 

“ My preserver,” said Annot Lyle, “ has a ritj;ht 
to my poor exertions ; ami yon, too, iny lord,-tr-yoii, 
too, are my preserver, and were Kie most active to 
savi* a life that is >vort*.*less enoii^h^ \vr\“ss it can 
hen(*fit my protectors,” 

•So saying’, she sate down at a little distance upon 
tin* bench on which Allan IM^Aiilay was placed, 
and fnf.ig her clairshaeh, a small harp, about 
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thirty iiuhrs in hri^hl, shi* acr-oinpaniod it with 
Jirr voirr. Tin* air was an ain inil (hu*Iii* ini'lndy, 
and tin* words, wliirh wore* siipposi>d to ho vt*ry 
old, ^.<*^’ in tin* sann* lanp^nagi* ; hut wt* subjoin a 
traiisiation oi'tlioin, hy Soriindns Maopliorsuii, Kscj. 
of (5U*nforL*(*n, wITudi, although suhinittod to the 
letters of Kni^^lisli rhythm, we trust will he found 
nearly as j^eimiiie as the version of Ossian hy his 
eelehral ed iianiesakt*. 


** llii'ds 41!' miicii d.ii k :iit 4 l loiil, 

N i:;li(-4*r<»\v, i.»\4*ii, and n\\ I, 

Ijmm* tile sii'lv 111 . Hi til Ins dri'an; — 

AM nielli Innj; In* tioanl yniir Mi4‘.iii. — 
1 tn 4 <0 (' and 1 iiin'd tn\> im*, 

I\ y, tod, 411 * 4I I null'd linwiT, 

'l'li»'r'4‘ tn wink iii4)|m\ tor, tiark ' 

III till' iiiiil Kir flu* laik. 


“ Ilii* fii inni rNli ijills anil rnrks. 
Prowling wnll ami wilj fox, — 

Hir yon taNi, run* turn mmii* m«'w, 
'^riioiii;li till* l.siiik ^ll•al^ to flii* I'Ui*, 
Coiii’li vnir tiMii *.^.niil >|n'i‘d \i»ur llii;lil, 
iSa1i'(\ |»arts with pirfiii!» nii;h| ; 

\ii4i on diMaiit ridio iMirin*, 

( oiiii's till' liniiti'i N I’.irly liorii. 


:k 

“ 'I'lii' niiioir;, \>an iti'n* iMit Marci'lj i^liam'', 
G''o-.t-liki* slu* link's in I'^ornini; iM'aiiis; 

Mil' ji« ii’i* (‘.'irli |>i' 4 '\isli iifip .'iml tiiy, 

That M’ai*' thr |iilt;riin <in liis way : — 
t^iu'iii’h, ki'lpy • ipii'ru’li, in 1 m>{; and fi'n, 
'I'liy tori li that rlir.its hi'iii^hti'il nu*ri ; 

'I'hy dani’i* is oVr, thy ri'iijn is doiu*, 

J 'oi* Heiiyir^h^ hath ms'ii tin* siiii. 
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“ \Vil<l siijfiiK and deop, 

(>’<•1 )Mi%v»*r tlir n iiid in 

l',is> I’ioth Oh* sIiiiMh«‘n*r\ saiil !i\va\, 
fiilvi' iii:;lit-inKts fVoiii llir tirow ot <liiy : 

Kmil liisij, whoNf I»lJist«*d viNji**!* ^rini 
Snmtln*rs tin* juiKi*, iitiiicr\<‘s tiu* limb, 

S]>iir lliy dark ]*.iirn‘\, and bri;nn»* ! 

Tiioii d rrst iiol farr Hu* Mill.” 


A's tli(* strain proiTOilnl, Allan M‘Anlay p^radiial- 
iy t;avr si«»^iis ol* nn oviTiiij^ liis pn*si*mi» ut* iiiind, 
and attention to tlie olijiM-ts around Jiim. The 
deep-knit fuiTOws of his brow ndaxed and smootli- 
ed tlnniiselves ; and the resi of Jns feahiros, which 
had seemed (contorted with iiitei'iial a^ony, relapsed 
into a nior<» natural state. AV'hen he raised his 
head and sat npri^lit, liis countenance, thoiifrh still 
diM'pIy nndaiicholy, was divc'sle l of its wildness 
and ferocity; and in. its composed state, altlioiiuh 
by no means handsome, the expression of liis fea- 
tures was strikin/iC, iiiuidy, and even noble. ITis 
tliick, brown eyebrows, xvhich had liitherto lieen 
drawn close together, wen; slightly separateil, 
as in tln» natural stale ; and Ins grey eyes, which 
had rolled and'^tiashed from under them with an 
unnatural and portentous gliMiin, now recovi^u'ed a 
stead) and determiin^d expression. 

“ Thank (iod !” he said, after sitting silent for 
about a minute, until ^he very last sounds of the 
liarp had ceased to vibrate, my soul is no longer 
ihirkeaed — the mist hath passed from my spirit.'* 

‘‘You owe thanks, cousin Allan,” said Lord A[en- 
teitli, coi^^^ing forward, to Aniiut Lyle, as well as 
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to h(*avi!ii, lor tiiis luippy rliaiij^o hi your molaii^ 
clioly mood.’* 

“ iMy iioblo cousin lifontoitli,” said Allan, risiiij:^ 
and f^roctinpf liiiu very ros|KH tfiiily, as well as kind- 
ly, “ has known niy nidiappy firenmstanres so loni^, 
that his f!f(»odne''S will retjiiiro no (»xciiso for my 
hein^ thus lal<! in bidding him wolconie to tin* <*as- 
tle.” 

\W are too old acquaintances, Allan,” said 
TiOrd Alcnt<*ith, “ and t(»o f^ood friends, to stand on 
the ceremonial of <mtward g-peetin^ ; but half the 
I7i[^lilands will Ik* here to-«la\% and yon km»w, with 
our inonntain (Ihiefs, cfTemony must not In* ncLdecl- 
ed. What will you f^ive little Annot for making 
you fit compaikv to meet Kvaii Dim, and 1 know 
not how many bonm;ts and feathers?” 

“ What will be j^ive me ?” said Annot, smiling ; 

nothing less, 1 hope, than the best ribbon at the 
Fair of Donne.” 

‘‘ The Fair of Donne, Annot?” said Allan sad- 
ly ; “ there will be bloody work before that day, 
and I may never see, it ; but you have Avcdl remind- 
ed me of wdiat I have loiif^ intended to do.” 

Having* said this, he left the rw>ni. 

“ Should he talk long in this nianner,” said Lord 
Ment^ith, “ you must keep your harp in turn*, my 
dear 'Annot.” 

“ I said Au9*ot, iinxiously ; “ this fit 

has been a long one, and probably will not soon re- 
turn. ]t is fearful to sen* a mind, naturally gene- 
rous and affectionate, afflicted by this constitution- 
al malady.’* 
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As slio s|M)k<* in a liiwuml ronlideiitial tone, Lnrii 
Alenteith naturally drew elose, and stooped for- 
ward, that li(‘ nii^lit the belter ratrh the sense of 
what 'sln* ‘said. ^)dion Allan suddenly «‘nt(Ted the 
apartiiKMit, llu‘y as natiiraliy drew bark from eacli 
other with a manner expres'-iv*‘ of eonseioiisness, 
as if surprised in a e<inversation wliirh tlo'y wished 
to keej) seeret from liim. "riii.s did not esea|n‘ Al- 
lan's observation ; lu‘ stopt sliort at the door of 
the apartment— Ins brows were contraiteil — his 
eyes rolh‘d ; hut it ,was only the paroxysm <if u 
moment, lie ])assed his broad sinc'wy hand arross 
his brow, Jis if to o))liti»rate th(‘se si^^ns of emotion, 
and advam'iMl towards Aiinot, holding in his hand 
a vt‘ry small box mad<* of (»ak-wood, euriously in- 
laid. ‘‘ I take you to witness,” Jie said, “ loiisin 
Meiiteith, that 1 pve fliis box an,d its (auil(‘iits to 
Amiot Lyle, It eon^tains a fi*w ornaments that 
beloii|r 4>(1 to my poor inotluT — of tritiini^ value, you 
may ^uess, for th(‘ wife of a Ilif^hland laird Jias 
seldom a rich jewel-easkc*t.” 

“ But thc‘se ornaincnits,” syijd .\nnot Tiyhs gen- 
tly and timidly refusing the box, “ belong to the 
family — 1 eannoL ai*ec*pt” 

‘‘ Thcyy belong to me alone, Aniiot,’’ said Allan, 
interrupting ]ier ; “ they were my mother s dying 
becpiest. They are all 1 can call my own, except 
my plaid and my elayijtore. TakecU.iVi'^^, tliere- 
fore — they are to me valiudess trinkets — aiid keep 
ihcnii for my sake — should I never return from 
these wars.” 

So savii.*^, lie opened the case,, and presented it 



A l.EGKNI) or MONTIIOS}:. 


87 


to Aimot. “ If,’’ saiil lio, “ llioy aro tjfaiiy value, 
dispose of tliem for your own su]»pnrt, when this 
liouse has biMMi consumed with liostih^ lire, andean 
no J aiger alford y<ai prot<‘etioii. IJiit keep one 
riiip[ ill nieinory of Allan, who has done, to recpiite 
your kindness, if not all he wished, at h*ast all he 
could.” 

Aimof Lyle endeavoured in vain to restrain the 
tratherini*- tears, when slie said, ‘‘ Onv rinii^, Allan, 
1 will a4 eept from you as a iiieinorial c»f your jj^ood- 
ness to a poor orphan, hiit de in»t press me to tak<‘ 
more ; h)!* J i aiinot, and will not, aeeepl a gift of 
such disprop<irtioiie<l value.” 

Maki* y<nir ehoiee, then,” said Allan ; “ your 
d(‘liea4 y may he well foiimhMl ; the oth(‘rs will as- 
sume a shape in which they may he more useful to 
you.” 

o 'I'hink not of it,” said Aiinot, (hoosing from 
tli(» I'oiitcuit'^ of tlie <*ask<*t a ring, apparently the 
most trilling in valin* which it enritairu'd ; ‘‘ ke<*p 
them for yom* own, or your brother’s hri<h*. — But, 
good lieav4Mis !” siv said, ifiterrii[iting h«*rself, and 
looking at the ring, o what is this that J have cho- 
sen ! ’ 

Allan hastened to look upon it, with eyes of 
glooany appreluuisi^ui ; it bore, in ^•nameI, a death’s 
head al)<»ve Iwf crossed daggers. When Allan re- 
cognisei’ tli. device, he Tuereii a sigh so deej), that 
she dropped tin; ring from her hand, which rolled 
upon the iloor. fiord JMeriteith picked it up, -and 
returned it to the terrilied Annot. 

I take God .to witness,” said Allan, in a solemn 
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tono, “ that your liaiid, hird, and not miiio, 

has again d(div<>rcd to hor this ill-oriionod gift. It 
was tho iiioiiriiiiig ring worn ]>y my inothox' in me- 
morial of hc‘r iniinhn'ed brother.’* 

“ J fear no oimnis,” said Annot, smiling through 
Jior tears ; “ and nothing eomiiig throiigli the hands 
of iny two patrons,’* so she* was w(mt to call Lord 
JMcnteith and Allan, “ can bring bad luck to the 
poor orphan.*’ 

She put the ihng on her linger, and, turning to 
Jier h:irp, sung, to a lively air, the following verses 
of one of the fashionable songs ol‘ the period, Avhieh 
had found its way, marked as it was with the quaint 
hyperbolu-al taste of King Charles’s lime, from some 
court masque to tho wilds of IVrthshire : — 

“ Ga/r imt upon tlit* htnrfl, fbiithsagr, 

' In lluMii no infhM’m't* lirs ; 

'fo n*ad tli»* lafr'orj until or ap;r, 

I^ouk on Illy 1 1»*lt»irs ryes. ^ 

“ A’rt, rash asti’oloi;»*j\ rrfiain! 

T’oo draviy would hr won 
Tlir prrM’irinv ol’ aiioth»*i*> pain, 

If pnrchiisrd hy thiiir own.” 

She is riglit, Allan,’* said Lord Menteith ; <‘;ind 
this end of an ohl song is worth all wo shall^ain 
hy oiir attempt to look into futurity.” 

“ She is wiioxu, iny Allan, -Sternly, 

“ though you, who treat with liglitness the warn- 
ings I have given you, may not live to see the event 
t>f the onieiL — Fiaiigh not so scornfully,’* he added, 
iiitcrrflptiiij hiniself> “ or rather laugli on as loud 
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and as lout!;* as you will ; your t«*nu of Jauf^hter will 
find a j)aijst‘ oro lonii^.” 

“ 1 i-aro not fur your visions, Allan,” said Lord 
J\Ioriti*itli ; “ liowovor short iny span of lifo, tlio oyo 
of no llijj^hland s<M!r can scm' its termination.” 

rt»r lu^avoifs sake/’ sai<l Annot Lyle, inter- 
rupting* him, ‘‘ you kiiowliis nature/’aiid how little 
lu‘ can emliin**' 

Ft*ar no* iH»t,” said Allan, interriipling' her, — 

niy mind is now constant and calm. — Hut for 
you, youiij^ lord,” saiil he, tiirnini^ to Lord JMeii- 
U ith, “ my t*y(» has soui;ht you through fields of 
battle, Avlien* Ilii*hlaiuh*rs and Lowlaiiders lay 
strewed as thick as ever the rooks sat on those an- 
cient tre<*s/’ jioiiitiiit^ to a rookery whi<*h was seen 
from the window — my vyi* soui^ht you, but your 
corpse was not tl^en* — my eyt; sought y<;Mi among 
a train of unresisting .and disf rmed captives, drawn 
up within the boniidiiig walls of an ancient and 
rugged fortress ; — flash after flash — platoon after 
platoon — the hostih^ shot fell aimmgst them, they 
droj)ped like tin* dry .h»aves in autumn, but you 
were not among tlieir ranks ; — scatfohls wer<? pre- 
pannl — blocks were .arranged, saw -’dust was spread 
— the priest was ready with Ids book, the heads- 
man with his axe — but there, too, mine «*ye found 
you ndi.” 

“ The gibb.vb,theTi, I supp< se, must he my doom?’' 
said Lord Mentcith. « Yet 1 wdsh they had spared 
me the halter, w'ere it hut for the dignity of the 
peerage.” 

lie spoke this scornfully, yet not without a sort 
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of curiosity, niid a wish 1o receive an answer ; for 
the desire of pryiiiir into futurity fre<juently has 
some iiiHiieiict* even on tin* minds of tliose wdio dis- 
avow sill heliid’ ill tin! ])ossil)ility of such predic- 
tions. 

“ Your rank, iny lord, will suller no dislionoiir 
in your person, or hy the manner of y<uir deatli. 
'^rhn*e times have I seen a Mii^hlander plant his 
dirk in your hosom — and such w ill l»e your fate.” 

“ 1 w’ish you w’oiihl deserihe him to me,’' said 
Lord Arenteith, and I slnill sav(‘ him thetiaudde 
of fidfillinjx your prophecy, if his plaid he passible 
to sw’ord or pistol.’* 

“ Your w’ea|Muis,” said Allan, ‘‘ w'oiild avail you 
little ; nor can I j>ive you the information you de- 
sin‘. The face of the vision has been ever averted 
from im*.” 

‘‘ So Ik* it iheu,” raiil l^ord Alenteitli, “ and let 
it rest ill tlie uncertainty in wliieli yoiir aup^nry has 
placed it. J shall dine ii(»t the less merrily amun^ 
plaids, and dirks, and kilts to-day* 

Jt may he so,” said Al.J*u; “ and, it may be, 
you do well to enjoy tliese inoimuits, wdiiidi to me 
are poisoned by amj^uries of future evil. But I,” 
he continued — “ J repeat to yon, that this w.eapiui 
— that is, such a weajHm as this,” tom'hiii^ $he hilt 
of the dirk w liich he w ore, “ entries your fate.” 

“ In the meainvhile,^ said Lord AJcitAth. “ you, 
Allan, have frij^htened the blood from the cheeks 
of Annot Lyle — let ns leave this discourse, my 
friend^, and jro to see wliat we both umhTstand,— 
the pro^^ iss of our military preparations.” 
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They joiniMl M'Aiihiy and liis Eiifjlissh 

<(ii(vsts, :iii(L in tlie military (liM iissioiK whirh im- 
jn(*(lialely tnnk plarr, ^Vllan sIk^wimI a rlearimss of 
mind, stivnj^tli of jiidifmcMit, and precision (»f 
tliou^dii, totally inconsistent with the mystical liudit 
in Avhirli Ills character has been hitherto exliihited. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 


Whi'n Alhiii lu‘V rlaymon* draws, 

M'liaii licr lioiiiictiMi rhirttaiiis aioiind hri* shall i'niwd, 
Claii-llaiiahl liu* daunt h*ss, an«l Min*ay thr ]iroiid. 

All plaidtMl and |iliiiiH'd in thrir tartan arra\ 

' J^i'r/H'‘/\s IVortiin'i. 

WiloKvrii saw tliat iiioriiintj^ llie C.isllt* itf l.)ain- 
linvararh, bohold a busy aiul a pallaiit si|j:bt. 

Tlu; various Chiefs, arrivitip^ with their diffenMit 
retinues, wliieh, iiotwitbstaiulint^ their numbers, 
formed id more than their usual e(|iii|»afi^<» and body- 
g^uard upon oecasi(»ns*of solemnity, salnteil tlie hn*<l 
of the eastle and t*aeh other with overflowing kind- 
ness, or with haufj^hty uiid distant politeness, ae- 
cordin^ t(» the eiivurnstanees of friendship or hos- 
tility ill wliich their elans liaA'reeently stooti to eaeh 
other. Eaeh Chiel’, howevm* small his eomparative 
importanee, showed the full disposition to exaet 
from tin* rest the defen»in*e due to a separate and 
independent prinet* ; while the stronger and more 
powerful, divided anioii*** iheinselVes by recent con- 
tentions or ancient feiuis, were consi;r\ined in po- 
licy to use great dtderence to the feelings o^ their 
less powerful brethren, in order, in case ot need, to 
.attach as many well-wishers as might be to their 
own interfst and standard. Thus the meeting of 
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Chiofs rostMiihled not ;i little tliose ancient Diets of 
tin* I^Aupire, when* the smallest Frvij-Graf\ av1u> 
pONse-iised a r.astle jn*relie<l upon a l»arn*n craL»*, witli 
a few hundred acres around it, claimed the state 
and honours of a sovereiei’n prince, and a seat ac- 
cording to his rank arnoinr the dignitaries of the 
Km pin*. 

Tin* followers of the diilerent leaders were se- 
parately arranged and acconnnodated. as room an<l 
circninstanc(*s best permitted, eac.li relaining how- 
ever his henchman, who waited, close as the shadow, 
iijnni his p4*rson, to i*xecute what<‘v<*r might he re- 
fjnire<l hy liis patron. 

'rin* (‘Nt(*rior of the 4‘iistle alfonh*d a singular 
sc‘.*in». The Highlanders, fnnn different ishinds, 
gh*ns, and straths, (‘yed eaj-h otln'r at a distance 
with looks of 4*11 nlati4Mi. in4piisitiv4* 4'nriosity, or 
hostile nialev4ilein e ; hut tlie 'imst astounding part 
4if the ass4*mhly, at l4‘ast tf» a L4)w1and ear, was the 
rival perforinanci’ of tin* bagpipers. These wsir- 
like minstrels, who had Hn; highest opinion, ea4di, of 
tln^ sup4*riority 4>f his,y wn tribe, j4>iin*d to tin? most 
ovi'rwc4»ning i4l4*a of tin* imp4>rtan4a* connect4*d with 
his prof4>siun, at first perfornu'd rtieir various pi- 
brochs in fianit ea<’,h of his own clan. At length, 
however, as the hhick-4*4icks t4»war4ls tin* etnl 4)f the 
seasoi't', win*!!, in sj.4»rts!iia!f s^langiiag4*, tln»y are said 
to flock or c ’owd, attract!**' together by tli!? S4)iind 
of each other’s trinrnpliaiit crow, even so did the 
pipers, swelling their plahls an4l tartans in tin* suTfle 
triumphant manner in which the birds ruffle up their 
feathers, begin to approach each otlier within such 
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distiincL* as to th<‘ir bretliren a sample 

of tlioir skill. W'alkini^ within a short interval, 
and cjyeini^ earJi other with looks in wdiieli s(‘lf-iin- 
portaneo and defianee init^ht he traced, they strut- 
ted, ])iifte(l, ainl plied their seiMsiminj^ instrument'^, 
each playinfif liis own favourite tune w'itli such a 
diiL that if :£n Italian iniivieian had Iain Iniried 
w'ithin l(ui miles of them, he must have risen from 
the dead to run out of hearin|r. 

'flu* (Miieflains mcafiwhih^ had assembled in close 
• onclave in the. '^reat hall <if the t aslle. Anion^ 
them were tin* persons of the ‘^reat(*^t con^e(juenc(* 
in the I liu^hlands, some of tlnun attracted hy zeal 
for the royal cause, and many hy aversion to that 
severe and ^t‘iieral <lomiiiation which the Mar- 
ipiis of Ar^yle, sinci* liis risinjr to such iiiHiiein e in 
tin* statf*. had exercised ov«*r his»Hi;;'hland neiu^h- 
hmirs. That statesninn, irnleed, though possessed 
of corisiilerahle ahilities. and p^n*;‘t power, had fail- 
iiip^s, which rendered him unpu)nilar amoiii^ the 
IJi^'hlarid chiefs. The devotion wdiicli he professed 
was of a morose and fanati rjl c.haracter; his am- 
hilioii apjieared to he insatiable, and inferior chief's 
complained of his w’aiit of bounty and liln?rality. 
Add to this, that although a Tfi^'hlander, and of a 
family distinp^uished for valour b^dore and* ^irici*, 
(aillespie Grumach* (which, from an obrnpiity in 
his eyos, w'as the pers<ihial distiiictio:! he bore in 
the highlands, where titles of rank a?*e unknow n) 
was suspected of beiii:^ a better man in the cabinet 
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than in thr field. lie and his tribe were partirnlar- 
ly o))no\ioiis to tin' McDonalds and tlie McLeans, 
two iiiiMieroiis septs, wh(», lhoii<r]i disiinitt'd hy an- 
eieiit h'lids, a»^reed in an iiitensc* dislike to the 
(’aiiiphells, or, as they were railed, the Children of 
Diarinid. 

Imh* some time the assembled (-hiefs remaiiie<l 
sih'iit, until some one shoidd open the bnsim^ss of 
tlh» meidiiip^. At length oiu* ol' tlu* most powerfnl 
of tliem eomnumeed tin* diet by sayiii«r, — “ \V"e 
have been snnnnoned liither, iVJ'Anl.iy, to ronsnlt 
of wcM^hty matters eonet;rnini»* the Kiny^’s aifairs, 
and thost* of the state; and w«j erave to know by 
whom they an* to be (explained to ns ? ’ 

iM‘Anlay, whose strent^th <li<l in)l lie in oratory, 
intimated his wig'll that Lord Menti ith should cipen 
the business of llu’’ comieil. W^ith j^freat modesty, 
and at the same time witli spirit , that yonn^ lord 
sai<l, •* In* wished what In* was about to pro[»ose Innl 
eonie from some person of better known and more 
establislied e}iaraet(*r. Sinre, however, it lay with 
him t<» he spokesman, ] v kad to state to the. Chiefs 
assenibled, that those who wished to throw off tin; 
ha'-e yoke which fanaticism had einh‘avoiire«l to 
wreath roninl their necks, had not a moment to lose. 
The C(weiiaiiters,” he said, ‘‘ after having twice 
made war upon llicir sovereijjn, and having extort- 
ed from him er*' ry request, rV.isonahle or nnreason- 
ahle, wbicli they tlnmght proper to dt*inand — after 
their Chiefs had be4*n ]oad<‘d with <lignities and fa- 
vours — after having publicly declared, when his 
M.ijesty, after a gracious visit to the land of his 
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nativity, was upon his return to Knglancl, that he 
returiKMl a kiii^ from a contented people, 

— after all ihi'^, aiul vvithort even the pretext for a 
national f^rie.vaiiee, the same nnm have, upon doiihts 
and suspicions, ecpially dishonoiirahle to the Kin^, 
and i^roiiinlless in themselves, <letached a stnm^ 
army to assist liis nd>els in Krifj^larnl, in “a quarrel 
with whirh h^cotlaiid had no more to do than she 
has with the wars in Germany. It was well/* lie 
said, “ that thv* eagerness with wliieh this treason- 
ahle purpose was tnirsiied, had blinded tin* junta 
who now usurped the government of Scotland to 
the risk which they were about to incur. The 
army which they had dispatched (o Kngiand under 
old Leven compndiended their vet (‘ran soldiers, the 
strength of those armies which had been levied in 

Scotland (luring tln^ two foriiuT wars’* 

1 lere*'Captain Dalgetty endeavoured to rise, for 
the purpose of (‘xplainiiig liow many veteran otlieers, 
trained in the German wars, wen*, to his certain 
knowh*dge, in the army of tin* ICarl of T^eveii. But 
Allan Af*Aiilay holding him dow^n in his seat with 
one hand, jiressed the forc'-ftnger (d’ the other upon 
his own lips, and, though w ith some ditticnlty, pre- 
vented his iiiterfen»nee. C/aptain Dalgetty looked 
upon him w'ith a very scornful and indignant air, 
hy which the other's gravity was in no w'ay hioved, 
and Lord Menteith proceeded without briber in- 
terruption. ' 

“ The iiiomenf,’* lie said, “ was most favourable 
for all true-hearted and loyal Scotchinc*n to show, 
that the reproach their country had lately under- 
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i^'ono aroso from llio aniliitioii of a ,vw tur- 

bultMil and s(‘<litiniiN iik^ii, joined to tlio aliMirci 
fiiiiatlri'»iii \\ Iiirli, di'**^(*iiiiiialiMl TnHU Jivt* liiindnui 
liad spread Idvr a lainl-llond Dvcrllu* Low- 
lands of Srnllaiid. Ho had lotti'iN fVniii tlio Mar- 
«d* Ihinlly in tho north, whirli ho slnnild show 
to iho (’hit*t‘s so|)aratoly. That nohlpman, ocjrially 
loy.d and ])oworrid, was dotonniiUMl to oxoii Jiis 
iittMo>.1 onor^y ill tho ooininon < aNs(», and tho powor- 
In! h^arl ol‘ Soaforth wa^- propaiorl to join iho sanio 
standard. IVoni tho hliil of Airly, ami tin* 0*»-il- 
vi4*s in Ani'iis^hiro, ho had had oonnnnnioations 
o(juall) d«‘( idl'd ; and thoro was no donid that thoso, 
who, with tho Hay^, Loith'*, Ihiniots, and othor 
1o\ al ^oiil h'liioii, w onhl ho soon on horsi'harU, w'onhl 
iorin a hmly tar inoro than snP.iiMont to o\(*rawa' tho 
norlhorii ( ho onantor'^, wdio had alroady (‘xpt'runi- 
ooil tln‘irvalonr in tho wa*ll known noil whiih was 
]Mipii1arly toniiod tho Trot of TiiritV. South of 
I’orth ami Tay, ho said, tho Kim;' had inanv 
ti'ionds, w ho, oppro'^sod hy onibrood oaths, oompiil- 
satory lovios, hi’avy t;ixos, unjustly imposod ami 
nnoipially loviod, by tho tyranny of tho C 'oininitt«»o 
of l^statos, and tin* impiisitorial iMnolonco of tlu> 
Pn'sbytorian di vinos, waiti'd hut tho waviii;^ of tho 
royal hannor to tako np arms. J)oii^la^, Tr.npiair, 
Ro\Ik rjj^h, Ilium* all frioiidly to tin* royal iMii^o, 
would oo Miti'rbalanoo,” In* jiid, “ tho oovoiiantiii'r 
intorost in tho sinith ; and two t^onllonion, of name 
and (piality, lion* pri»soiit, fiaim tho north of Kii^- 
larnl, would answer for tin* zi*al of Chiinborhiiuk 
ostinorolund, and jNortliuinborhmd. Aj^ainst so 
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iniiiiy p^alljiiit gfontlomen the soutlujni (lovcnanlers 
could hut arm raw levies ; the Whitj^amores of the 
western shires, and the ploiip^hinon and itiorliaiiics 
of tin* L(»\v-eountry. iMir tlie U^ist Uij^hlaiids, ho 
knew no iiilerest wliich tin* (yovenaiilm’s possessed 
there, excej)! tliat of one indivi<luah as well known 
as he was odious. Jiut was theiu* a single man, who, 
on <*astinic liis eye round tins liall, and recognising 
tlie j)owc*r, the gallantry, and llie dignity of tlie 
ehi<*fs assjjinhled, Vouhl entertain a monnmt’s douht, 
of their success against tlie utmost force wliich tiil- 
lespie Orumacli could colhM*t against them ? He 
had only farther to add, that considerable funds, 
both of money and ammunition, had h(*eii provided 
lor tlie army” — (Here Oalgetty pricked ii{) his ears) 
— “ that officers of ability and exjierience in the fo- 
H'ign wars, one of whom was now [iresent,"’ (tlie 
(laptain drew himself up, ami looked roumk) “ had 
eiigagi'd to train such levies as might recjuire to he 
discipliiUHl ; — and that a iinmerohs body of auxilia- 
ry forces from Irelamk having been detached from 
tlie Earl of Antrim, from Ulster, iiad successfully 
aecomplished their descent upon the main land, ami, 
with the assistance of ('hiiiranald's people, having 
taken and fortified the (Jastle of jVliiigarry, in spite 
of Argyle’s attempts to intercept them, were In full 
march to this place of rendezvous. It only r. inain- 
ed,” h(* said, “ that tlie'*?iohle Chiefs psseirhled, lay- 
ing aside every leaser consideration, slioidd unite, 
heart and hand, in the common cause ; send the 
fiory cross through their clans, in order to collect 
their. u*^nost force, and form their juuclion with 
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sufli colcrity as to loavo the ciioniy no tiini*, rithor 
for ])iv|>:iratioii, or rocovory from I ho paiiio wli'n li 
woiihi sproad at tlio iirst scMiiid of tludr pihrnrlL 
H' liimsoIlV lio said, llioiijrh iioitlior amnntr \ \x^. 
rii ln'-iit nor the* most poworfid of tho Scottish nobi- 
lity, felt that In? had to support tho <ligiiity of an 
ain iont and lioiiourablo house, tho vnb*])ondonco of 
an anciont and honoiirablo nation, and to that causo 
ho was dol(‘rniinod to dt»vot<* bf»t]i litb and fortmu*. 
if those who wort! inoro pow(*rfid wore c‘qiially 
prompt, he trusted tln‘y Avon?d dos(*rvo tho thanks 
(»f their Kim^, ami tho j^ratitiido ol‘ postcM’ity. ’ 

Loud aj»plause followod this sp<‘ech ot Ijord IVioii- 
toith, and t(‘stitiod tho f»oiioral acipiioscoiico of all 
present in tho sontiinonts which he had expressed; 
but mIioii tho shout liad died away, tlie assonddiMl 
(Chiefs 4'ontmuod to ^az<* upon oacb oHior as if 
somothiiii’c yet remained to *'e sottb‘(L After sonui 
whispers amomr tliemstdvos, an ai;^<*d man, Avlioni 
his grey hairs rondorod rospoclablo, althoiiirli ho 
was not of tlio liij^liost order of Chiefs, replied to 
wliat had been sai<U ■ 

‘‘ Thane of Montoith,'' lie said, “ you have avoII 
spokiMi ; nor is there mie of ns in Vhose ho'^enn tho 
sann* sentiments do not burn likt' tin*. Ibit it is 
not sirenjj^th alone that wins the fif^ht ; it is tho 
head of the commander, a^ well as tin? arm of tho 
soblior, tha^ orin^s victor). 1 ask of yoR who is 
to rai 0 and sustain the banner under ^\hieb wo are 
invitod to rise and inusti*r onrsolvosr Will it Ibe 
expected tliat avo should risk our children, and the 
doAver of our kinsmen, ere aa'c know to Avliose gui- 



100 


TALES OF :\rY LANDLOltn. 


chince tliey un* t<» Ik* iiitriistp*! ? This woro load- 
ing to shiiii^liliT, wlioii), hy llu* law-, of God 

ainl mail, it. is our <luty to juotort. W’lion* is the 
royal (‘omini<-sio]i, iimh*!' wliii h tin* an* to he 

e.onvoratfMl in arms? Simph* ainl nnh* as \v(* may 
Ik* <h*enu*<i, \v«* know something ot“ tiu* rstahlished 
rnlos oi* war, as wi'll as nf tin* laws rd' our <*ountry ; 
nor will >vi' arm our'-olvi*'^ airainst the i^mM*^l*al peace 
of SiMitlamk unless hy ihr e\pre>s rommauds of 
tlie Kin^', ami nmh*r a leafier lit to commaml such 
men as are here a*-si mhled/ 

“ W lu*re M'oiihl >011 fiml *-m li a leader,” said 
anoliu'i* (diief, .slartiiii^ n]>, *“* '‘a\ ini;- the n'present- 
atise of the Jiord of the Nh"-. entitled hy hirth 
and lien*ditary desr<*nl to lead torth the ai’ray of 
every elan of the Highlands ; and wlu*re is that dig- 
nity lodjred, save in tIu* hoiive ,')f N'ieh ^Mister 
]More ?” $ 

*• J acknowledge,” said anotlup* (’hi»‘f, eat^erly 
inteiTuptin^r tin* speaki*r, ‘‘ the truth in what lias 
lieeii lirst. said, l>nt not tlie inference. If Vick 
A lister Mon* di'sire^ to he li’hl n*pre'»enlativci of 
the Jionl of the Isles, Jet him licNt show his hJood 
is redder llian iifnie.” 

“ That is soon tried," saiil Vich Alister More, 
layiiii^ his hand upon tlie basket liilt of his«clay> 
more. Lord M(*iit(*lth thn*w’ himsfdf hi'tw een fliem, 
entreatin"* and implorii^* eacli to rtiyeinher that 
the interests of Scotlaml, the liberty of their coun- 
try, and the cause of their Kiii^, oii‘;ht to he su- 
perior in their eyes to any pei-'-oiial disputes re- 
specting Alesceiit, rank, and precodtmee. Several 
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of the (Mnrf'^, who liad no <l(‘sin» to ad- 

mit tlio rluims of 4*itlu*r t-hioftain, iiitorfoivd to Iho 
sanio ])iir|)osis and noin* uith mon; oiiipliaslss than 
tho ( ol«‘hrat(*(] 1 m. ni Dhii. 

I havo coini* !Vo*ii niy lakt'<,” ln» saitl, as a 
stream th*« ( ihIn lV(»m the hilU, imt to turn a^aiii, 
hut to aceoinjilisli my rmirst*. Jt is not hv loohiiii!; 
hack to onr ov, n prt'tciisioiis that \vr .shall servt? 
Scotland or l\in^ (’li irlcs. My voici* shall Ijo for 
that jji'cncral whom tin* shall n;ono, who will 

dcnihllc-s |)o-^vr^s iho'-o 4|tialitics wliich an* nctfs- 
sar\ to <'ommaml men like its. J li^li-horii ho must 
he, or we shall !<»-<* oiir rank in ola'yin^ him- W'ise 
and skillnl, or we vhall <‘inlaiii;er the satety of onr 
peoj)h‘ -hi.i\<'s( aniojiy; tin* hrave, or we shall peril 
oiiiMiwn honour — temjierate, linn, and manly, to 
ke(‘)i ns iiniled. Such is the man that must t‘oni- 
inainl iis. Are yin prep.ire l, Thain* of Menteith, 
to sav where such a p;a*iieral is t(» he t’onnd ?” 

“• 'r!n*r<* is hut om:,” said Alhm M'Anlay; “and 
here/’ In* said, hiyinL*' liis hand n[)on the shouhh*r 
of Anderson, who^ tood Ijehind Lord iMt*iiteith, 

ln*n* In* staini'% !” 

I'he ‘reiier.d surpri-^e of the me«»linir was expn*ss- 
ed hy an impatient murmur; wln*n Andi*rs<»n, 
thro\iin^ hack the ch»ak in which his face was 
muli.ed, and sti ppin^’ forward, spoke thus; 1 
did not ion'»- inteml to lx* i silent sp(‘ct:itor of this 
interesting scene, although my hasty friend has 
ol)li‘^ed me to <li>i'lose myself soinewdiat soorter 
than Avas my intention. Whether 1 deserve the 
hunuiir reposed in me hy this parchment Avill best 
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;i|)[)(*ar from wluit I shall he ahle to do for the 
Kiiif^’s servil e. It is a eoimnission, inider the j^reat 
seal, to James (Jrahain, Mari of Montrose, to coni- 
liiaml tlmse forces which are to he a'ssemhled for 
the service of liis Majesty in tliis kiiiu^dom. ' 

A loud shout of ai>]>rohalinu hurst from the as- 
seruhly. Tliere was, in fact, no other person to 
whom, in point of rank, these proud moiuitaineers 
AVOidd liave Ihh'Ii dis|)osed to snhinit. His inve- 
terate and hereditary hostility to tlie Maripiis of 
Arj^^yle insured his eattai(iiif>- in the A\ar with siif- 
ticieiii eiierj^^y, while his well-known military ta- 
lents, and Iiis tried Aaloiir, allorded e\ery hope of 
his hringing it to a favourable conclusion. 
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Om* is ;i plol ;isi*\t*r w.is laiil ; our (‘i inids friu‘ r.Tul 

. a i^ood iVit-iuls, aiiil f ill oi‘ rxiindatioii : .111 

.•Mrlk’iit plot, \«rN utMui liii‘fi<ls. 

Ili'nn/ ir. Purt T. 

No sn(»nrr luul tin* surlarnatloii of joyful 

«;ur|)riso ‘-ulisiilod, liiau silnico was oa^’orly (loniaml- 
<‘(l for roailin/j;' tlu' royal roiiunissioii ; arul llu* bon- 
nets, whii li lutli(‘r(o (‘arh (!lii(*f lia<I worn, ])n>bably 
In'rause unwilliiiu^ to be tlie first to urieover, were 
now ai ouee taib'd in lionoiir of tin* royal warrant. 
Jt was rouebeil in tlie most full ami ample terms, 
aiithori/Zmij^ tlie ICarl of Montrose to assemble the 
subjcM-ts ill arms, for the puttiiii^ down the ]ireseiit 
r«*bellioii, wliieli divers traitors and seditious jier- 
sons bad levied aii^idnst llu* Kinj^, to the manifest 
forfaulture, as it state<l, of their alli'i'iam-e, and to 
tin* breaeli of tlie [lai ifieatlou betweii the two kiii^- 
doiiis. It enjoined all snimrdinatt! authorities to be 
obedu‘iit and assisting to Montrose in bis enterprise; 
c^ave'him the po ver of making ordiiianees and pro- 
clamations, ,y!;nishin^ imah*Tm*anours, pardoning 
criminals, placing and displacing governors and 
coTninaiiders. In tine, it was as large ami full a 
commission as any with which a ]iriiice could in- 
trust a subject. As soon as it was finished, a shout 
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hurst from tin* assniiihlisl iu ti'stiinofiy of 

tln*ir r(‘;nly siihinission to tin* u ill of tln*ir sovo- 
roij^n. N«»l (‘i»nl«‘iitf*(l witli jjfnn*rally tlumkin^ them 
for ii reception so (avoiirahh*, Montroso Iiastoiu'd 
to addrrs^ hinisplf to iinlivnliials. Tin* most im- 
portant (’hints liail already hmii Ionic porsonrdly 
kin»\vn to hini^ hut <‘vnn to thosr of iiilnrior coiiso- 
(]ii4‘iirn In* now introdin‘i*d hlms(*lf, and }>y tin* ar- 
(|naint.nn«» In* <lisplay<*4l with thnir p<*4*nliar d<‘si^- 
natitms, and tin* ciri umstaincs and liisiory id’thnir 
« Ians, In* sliow4‘d In.w loiijc In* must hav4* stmlind 
tin* 4‘hara<‘t<*r 4)f tin* nnnintaiinM'rs, and pr4*paro4i 
hijns(*]f tor sin-li a sitnatii>ii as In* iionv ln*hl. 

Uddh* In* was 4.*n^ag(*4l in tln‘s4* at*t^ of 4‘4uirtt’sy, 
his ic*'J**'<‘I’4d njanin*r, 4*\[)r4*ssivn fi*;i!nr4‘s, ainl 4li^- 
nity of 4h*|>4>rlnn‘nt, nnnlo a sintenhu* 4*4)ntra>t with 
the 4*4Kirsnu4*s^ anti nn‘ainu*N^ td’his dr 4 *^s. M4)nlrose 
p44ss4*ss4*4l thal sort 4»f torin an4l fata*, in Axhit h the 
ht*ln)hh*r, at tin* tirst ^chinta*, st*4*s nothinic t‘\tra4)r- 
dinary, hut td* which tin* interest hectnnes nnire 
iinprt*ssiv(* tin* h»ni»*er wa* n|)4m th4‘Fn. Mis 

statnrt* was \ery little ahovt*,the initldlt! si/(*, hut 
ill person he w as uncoininoidy w'ell-hnilt, ainl capa- 
Idt* both 4)f exert inic ^r4*at forct*, and endnrinic niiich 
fatip^iie. ill fact, lie (>njt»ye<l a con^titntitm tif irtm, 
witlnnit w hich he ctnild not ha\4* snstaineil tln*,trials 
of his extraonlinary campaiicns^thi nifch all of which 
he su]>jectt‘d himself t#* /ne hardships* ^if tlh* mean- 
est soldier. JL* was perfeet in all ext'rcises, who- 
tiler peaceful or martial, ainl possessetl, 4>f ctnirse, 
that li^raeeliil ease of ileportment proper to those to 
whom h*hit has rendered all postures easy. 
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His lojiiif l^i■o^VM liair, arfonlintif lotln' of 

nuMi of <jnalil y anioiii;- lli<» lloyaliNt^, was parloil on 
t1n‘ too of ins IkskL aiol traiiinl f<» lianti;' down on 
oarli air ill (MirliMl ]oi*!\s, cnu* of wliicli, di'si’ondiiii^ 
two <o‘ tliroo iurlo*'. low or tiMU tin* olliors, iiitima- 
trd Moiil ro',.‘’s roinpliaiiri' willi lii.il fashion aijfai list 
wliirli it j>!j*a^od Mr ih>nni‘, tin* j)iritan, to writo 
a troatla*, oiititlod, Tin* ( hilovoliiioss of fiovo- 
huKs." 'flu* (hatiii’os \\liii*li tlh“'»* ln‘s.s<‘s oiicloscd, 
wnv of tlial kind whirii di*ri\<* thoir intorost from 
tlio rliararl 'T of tin* i ian, ralln-r than 1‘roni tho n*- 
gnlarity (if thoir form. I^.lt a lii^li iiom*, .i full, dt*- 
cidod, N\ (‘11-ojM‘iH‘d, «nMriv i;r(‘v **y(‘, and a sani> niiu* 

4 oin{)h*.\ion. made ano'iids tor sonn* (*oars 4 *n(>ss and 
irrciinlaril V in the ^niiordinato parts of tin* lace; 
so tii:it» altoi^i't ln‘r, Monti o-^i* inii»‘lit In* t(*rnu*d ra- 
tin*!’ a hand>(Mn(*, than a hard-t‘i*atnri*d in’Mi. lint 
thos(* who ^,i\v him when hi* send loolv(‘d throiiirh 
tlios(‘ (*%'(*', with ail tin* ciK'n^v and tin* of t!f«*niiis — 
thos(‘ who ln*ard liim sj)i‘ak with tin* authority of 
tah*nt, and tin* (•hM|in*in (* of nature*, W 4 *r(? inijiross- 
<‘d with an opinion o^\ *11 of his oxtornal form, mon* 
(*iithii'>iasti 4 ’ally fa\ onrahh* tlian tin* portraits whirli 
still survive would ontith* ns to ase’riln* to it. Snrii, 
at l(*asl, was the impre'^sioii In* nnnh* upon the as- 
s<‘mhit‘d (Miiefs of tin* inomitaiin*ers, oven* whom, 
as upon all poi sons in their ’^tatc* of soeioty, personal 
app(‘ararH;(‘ has 110 small iiMiiema*. 

Ill tin* di^eii^sioiis whieh tdllowed his dis(*ovi*r- 
irtr him'-(‘lf, MontroM* (*>.pl:iim*d the various risks 
whi(‘h In* had rnii in Ids pn*^ent nndiM'takiii^. His 
lirst attempt had hueii to as'^einble a body of loyal- % 
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ists ill tlio iiortli nf JKii^laiuI, wlio, in obiulionrc* to 
lli(» onI(‘rs ol‘tln* M:u'f|iiis of Nen'rastlo, In* 

<mI would liave inarcdiod into Srotland ; fiut tlio dis- 
inrlination of tho Kn^lisli to oro«s llio Horder, ainl 
tin; iliday ot* tin; lOarl of* Antrim, wdio w’as to liavo 
landed in fln» Sedway Frith with liis Iri-^li ai*my» 
prevonled' lli^• c*xiM urnii»* this do'iii^ii. Ollier plans 
haviii^r in like inanmT failed, he stalled that he 
found liimself ninler the m‘r»‘^sity of assiimintjf a 
<lis^*nise to render his pa^‘'al»e seenn* throii^h the 
Low lands, in w’hiidi' he ha<l been kindly assisti'd hy 
his kinsman of Menteith. Hy what means Allan 
IVI^Aiilay had 4*ome to know' him. In' eonld not pre- 
tend to explain. Those w’ho knew' Allan’s prophe- 
tie preP'iisioiis, smiled inystericnisly ; but he him- 
si'lf only replii'd, that “ tlio Karl of Monfro'^e need 
not he siirprisi'd if he w'as know'ii to llnnisands, of 
w’hom In; himself eou^d retain no memory.” 

IJy the honour of a eavali^r,” said C'a])tain 
I)al«efly, finding at h*iif»th an ojiportnnity to thriist 
in his w'ord, 1 am proud and hapj>y in having an 
opportunity tif drawing* a swKwd under your lord- 
ship’s coinniand ; and I do forgive all grudge, male- 
eoiitent, aiidinaliee of my lieart, to Mr Allan M‘Aii- 
lay, for having thrust me dow'ii to tin* low’cst seat 
of the hoard yi'streen. (’erles, he hath tlws day 
spoken so like a man having full' 4 ‘onimniid ot his 
senses, that 1 had resdiveil in my sls ret purpose 
that he W'as no w'ay mitithnl to elaim the privilege 
of insanity. Ihit since 1 Avas only postponed to a 
noble earl, iny future ronmiaiider-in-chief, I do, he- 
*Yore recognise the justice of tlie preferem.e, 



A LEC.EM) (IF MONTUOSi:. 107 

and Jioarl’dy salnto Allan as oiio wlin is to bo liis 

Iton-vftNiarnthK* 

llasinj^ mad(» speocii, wliii-h was littb' uii- 
(lcrsto‘'d or attondod to, without puttini^ olV Ids 
inilitai y j^Iovo, lie S(‘iz(‘d on Allan’s hand, and hi;- 
f^'au lo shako it with violcnn*, which Allan, with a 
irrlja* like a smith’s vi<o, rctiirinMl w’ifji such forc(', 
a*? to drive the iron splonts ol‘ the gaunt h*t into the 
liaiiil oi' tlie w earer. 

(’.iptaiii l)alg<‘tly might hav(» (*onstrin*d this into 
a mwv alVront, had not his atte'iitioii, as he ^tood 
hlowiiii: and Nhaking the iiijiir 4 *d member, been siid- 
<hudy called by Ahmtrosi* himstdf. 

Mt*ar this news,” lie sai<l, Cajitaiii Dalgetty 
- — I slnnild say Major l>algt‘tty, — tin* Irish, wdio 
are to |»rotil liy your military (experience, are now 
witliiii a t‘ew' leagifOs 01*11*-/’ 

Om* di‘er-stalkers,” said A'^.giis MeAnlay, “wdio 
were abroad to biing in venison for this honour- 
able [»jirty, have heard of a band of slrang(’rs, sp(»ak- 
ing neither Saxon nor pun* (hielic, and witli ditH- 
ciilty making tliemsely^ *s ninlerstood by the people 
of the country, w ho are marching this way in arms, 
iiiKh'r thii leading, it is said, of Ahii^er M'Donald, 
who is commonly ealleil Young IJolkitto. ” 

Tli^'se must be our men,’* said Montrose ; wo 
must hasten lo seni nn^ssengers forw'anl, both to 
act as guides ; 4 ,ad to ndiiwai their wants.” 

‘‘ Tlie last,’’ said Angus M-Aulay, “ will be no 
easy matter; fur I am informed, tliat, excepting 
muskets and a very little aminimition, they want 
every thing that soldiers should have ; and they are 
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p;irti<‘ijl;irly ilrlij iniL in iiioiioy* in slioo?!, and in 
raimriil.*’ 

“ 'I'Ih’I’c Is at h'ast un iim* in sa\ s.iid iSfoti- 

IrO'^r, in so Iniid a loin*. 'Flin ]>nritan woav(*rs 
of (ila'irnvv shall jn’ovido lln‘in picul v of hroad-rlotli, 
when we in. ike a desc'eni from I ho llij;hlands; and 
if the ininisi-Ts miild tornierly preach tin* old wo- 
men of the Scottish horoii^hs nut of their w<*hs of 
nap^’rv, to niak<* tents to tin* fellows on Diiiiso 
Law,’ I w ill try w hether I have mn a iil ih* interest 
both l<» make these t^odiv d i’iies renew their j>a- 
triot'c .‘'ifl, and the prick-eared knaves, their hiis- 
bantls, open tln*ir pnrst's.'* 

“ And respi’ctini*’ arms,’* said Cajitain Dah'clty, 
“ if yonr lordship will permit an old cavalier to 
speak his mind^ so tliat the om‘-tlnrd liave miiski'ts, 
my dai;linu;' W(\i|Hm woidd lie the pike for the re- 
inaifnh*i\ whether frr n*sistinii^ a < har:*e of horse, 
or for hn'idvini^;' the infantry. . A <‘ommo!i smith 
will make a hninired pik(*-heails in a day ; here is 
ph'iity of wood i'or shafts; and 1 will uphold, that, 
accordiii‘i: to the best usaj^^Jvof war, a stroiift; bat- 
talion of pikes, drawn up in tin; fasliion of tin* Lion 
of tin* North, tin* immortal (iiistaviis, would ln*at 
the i\[ar(Hlonian phalanx, of whicli 1 ust‘d fo ri‘ad 
ill tlie Arareschal-t’ollej^e, when I studied in tlie 
aiirient tow n of lioitrai'eord ; .md further, 1 will 

veiitun* to pretlicate”-^ ‘ o 

The Captain’s lecture upon tactics was here sud- 
denly iut(‘rrupted by Allan M<AuIay, who said, 

• Thi* (\)vi'naiitera rnramped on Duii>c Law, •lurintj lh« 
U‘uukt«H 
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hastily, — ‘‘Itoom lor an une\p('t lr(l and unwrK nino 

ft in si V' 

A\ llir same* inninonl, llio door of llioliall opoii- 
«‘d, ai.d a ftn*y-liain*(I man, of a very stately ap- 
pe.irain e, prest*iiteil llilll■^ell‘ to the asv,*i,d)ly. Then* 
was imieh diftiiity, ainl 4‘\eii aiithorilv, in his man- 
ner. His stalme was aho\e the 4‘onipion size, and 
his hniks sneh as wi'n* list'd to <‘ommand. Jle east 
a .sevtn't', and almost sf(>ni ftlanee upon tin* as- 
st'mhly of ('hnd‘s. 'riu»*e of tin' higher r.ink ainriiift- 
tlnan n‘tnrin‘d it with sionifn! indilferein (> ; hut 
some of the western ‘*,tMiii<*ni»*n of inferior jmw'er, 
looked as if they w isln'ii theinsi'lves I'lst'w lii're. 

To whieh of tlii^ as>.4'mhly,” said the stran«^er, 
“ am J f o adtlri'-'s m\ st^lf as ]<‘ader ? or havt' you not 
fi\ed ir|)on tin' pi'rson wdio is to hold an oiiiee at 
least as jierilons , it is hononr.ihh' ?" 

Address yoiirsnlf to nu* Sir Diiriean (lamp- 
hell, ’ saiil .Montrose, sl<'[»piiift forw'ard, 

“ yon ! ’ said !Sir l)uin*an ('amphell, w itli some 
seorn. 

‘* Ve«J, — to me,” r^'^^eated ATontF-ose, - to the 
Kai’l of Monlrosi', il' yon li.ive f'oi*ftot him.” 

I sliniihl now, at least,” said Sii-'Dinn aii (’amp- 
})ell, h;ne ha4l some dinieiilty in I’t'i oftnlsinft him 
in the disftuis4*of a ftroom. — Arnl y't J mieht have* 
ftiiessed that no I'v I intlneiiep inli'iior to }oiir hird* 
shijfs, distinr.nislied as om who ti’onhies Jsi*ael, 
could have eolleeteil tfiftetlu'i- this rash assembly of 
inisftiii4h*d p(*i*sons.” 

“ I will answer unto yon,” ‘^aid Alontrose, « in 
llm manner of your own Puritans. 1 liave not 
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troii1)lrd Israel, but tliou and tliy fatbor’s house, 
lint let us leave au allen-alion, uhieh is of little 
eonsei^iieiiee but to ourselves, and Ji(*ar the tidiims 
you liavt* brouj^lit from your f’lii(*f of Aru^yle; for 
I must eonelmb^ that it is in his name that you h:ive 
eome to this meeting.’’ 

“ It is in j 1 h‘ name of the Alanpiis of Ari'yle,’* 
sai<l Sir Duncan (^impbell, — in the nume of I he 
Scottish (hmvention of ll!stateg, lloit T deimuid to 
know tlie meaning of this siiiiridar convocation. If 
it is designed to disturb the peace* of tin e-omitry. 
it but actin'^ like m*ii^hbours. and 110*11 of Im- 

nour, t<i 11 s some intimation t(» stand ojton «mr 
Ufiiard.” 

“ it is a siiiicular, and new state of affairs in Scot- 
land,’* said Montrose, tiirninir fnnn Sir Duncan 
(’ampbell to the asseinhly, “ when S«*otti'^h nn*n eil: 
rank and family caiiivd mei*t in the lioiisr* of a com- 
mon frii'iid without an in<pii^i,torial \i'sit and de- 
mand, on tin* part of our rulers, to know the '^ob- 
ject of our <*onferemM*. Melhinivs our ancestors 
were accustomed to liold c»l,liL;'hland huiitini;s, or 
other purpos4‘s of meetiiii*-, witlouit askini^ the leave 
either of tin? great Al‘(’allum More himself, or any 
of his emissaries or d<*pemlents.'’ 

“ The times haveheim such in S«*otland,” vnswer- 
od one of the AVeslerij (Ifu'fs, ‘Land such they will 
again be, when the if/rmh‘rs on ofi^r aiicient pos- 
sessions are again reduced to be Lairds of lyocliow, 
rustfuid of overspreading ns like a band of devour- 
ing locusts.” 

“ Am I to understand, then,” said Sir Duncan, 
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lliat it is asjfainst w;;/ iiaiiK* alone tiial tln‘so pn*- 
pjiratioiis are <lin*c*te(l ? or an* llie raet* ol* Diannid 
only 1o lx* siiiVerers in iMtinmnu with llie wliole of 
tile peaeefiil and ord«*rly itlllal)itant^ <»f Si'otland ? " 
“ [ would ask,” said a \\ i Id-look in (’hief, slart- 
int: iia<itily up, oin* question ol‘ tlie Knij^lit of Ar- 
denvolir, ere lie pro<‘eeds farther In his darinu^ 
«ateehisni. — lias lie broii*i:ht more than one life to 
this easlle, that In* vi*utiires to intrude amoiiij;- us 
for the jiiirposes of iiisidt 

** (i!enth*inen,” said Monfro^e, “ h‘t me inqilon* 
your palieiiee; a iin‘ssen‘^er who (‘onies ainoii^ us 
ibr the purpose of c»inha'^'-y, is (‘iitilled to fre(‘doin 
of sp(‘eeh. and a safe-eonduet. And sinee Sir Dun- 
ean i'aniplx*!! is so preNsin*^, I rare not if I inform 
hinu for hi> uni(Iane(‘,that he is in an a-^si'inhly of the 
Kind's loyal suh’p'cts, (*onvokeil hy an*, in his Ala- 
jest)'-. name and authority, and as (‘inpowered hy 
his Majesty s royal eoinmission.” 

W’e are to liavc*, then, t prt'sniiie,” said Sij* 
Dunraii Camphell, a eivil war in all its forms? I 
have heeri to<i lout;- a -johlier to view its ;qq>roaeh 
with anxii'ty ; tmt it would have been for my Lord 
of Montrosi*’s honour, if, in this maWer, he had eon- 
sult(‘d his own ambition h*ss, and the jieaee of the 
count r^V more.'’ 

“ Those consumed their own ambit i(ni and self- 
interest, Sir l^'uiiean,” ans\ <*n'd Montrose, “ who 
brought tin* country to tin* pass in which it now 
stands, and reiidereil necessary the sharp reinedic^s 
Avliich we are now reluctantly about to use.” 

‘‘ And what rank amoii^ these self-seekers,” said 
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Sir Diiiiraii <\4in]»)n'll, “ \vi* 1o :i nol»l(* 

Karl, so violoiitly ntt.irloMl 1(» iho (!ovi‘ii,iii|, that 
Jn» was till* iii*'). 111 K/.Ji*. lo Vro^^ tho 'rvm*, Madiiii** 
inichllr (lc(*|» at tiio IumcI of his n-^inuMit, to cliarj^e 

tlio royal forros ? If was the* sainc, I think, who 
iiiiposod tin* (!o\c3i:m1 upon tin* hurL»\‘ssfs and col- 
ol’ AIkt^Ioi ii, ;it tin* point of ‘■word :ini! jiiko." 

“ J inidrrstand your snoor. Sir Diiman," said 
Aloniroso, loin|H*ral4']y ; and I i-aii onl\ ad<l. that 
if siiiron* rcpt*n(anri* i-aii iiiako annnnls for Youth- 
ful orror, and for Yi*t‘ldin”* t4i t ho arti'nl rrpi . ‘-onta- 
tioii of ainhitioiis h\ jiooritos, | sln ll In* p.irdonod 
for tin* n*inn*s with w hiili you taunt nn*. I will at 
loasf ciidoavoiir to dt*soru» tor;»ivonrs.,, for I am 
horn, with iny sw'ord in my hand, wdlliii”' to ’•pond 
1h(* host hlood of iny hody to inako ann’inh. for tn> 
error; ainl inorlal num ran do 117. moro.“ 

“ ^\’oIk my lord,” saiil Sir Diiiioan, ‘* 1 sli.dl ho 
sorry to oarry ha*k thi-s I.ini^iia!^-o to tin* A'hiripiis 
of v\ri;yh'. I lunl it in fartin*r olnu’i;i* tVoni tho 
Alanjuis, that, t<> ]u-o><*nt tin* hhnnly i’ouds whi< h 
must iu*ross:irily Idllow a Hiuhlaml war, his lord- 
ship will In* oonlontod if tonus of triiro I'Oiild ho 
(irramrod tothoiiorth of tho Highland lino, as thoro 
is ^-romid onoiip^h in Srotland to lij^lit upon, with- 
out iioij^hhoiirs dostroj inj»' oaoh other's litniil^os and 
iiilu»ritanoos-” 

“ It is a poaoofid |»r(''posal,'’ saifl T lontioso, smi- 
“ suoli as it should ho, oomim;' from tnio whoso 
porsonal aotioiis have al\Vii>s boon moro poao<*!‘nl 
than Ids moa^ur4*s. Vot, if tho torms of siirli a 
truce could be equally lixed, and if we cau obtain 
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security, — for f liat, Sir Diiiiraii, \< iii(lis[)eiis:ible, — 
that yniir Marqui‘< will observe lliese terms with 
St rift fidelity, J, for my part, simiihl l>e r(mtent to 
leave pt^aei! beliiiid iis, sinee we must needs earry 
war bel’ma* us. Jlut, Sir Duiieaii, yon are too old 
and expm’ieneed a s(ddier for ns to permit yon to 
remain in onr leajrner, and witiu'ss <»nr proreed- 
in^s ; \\4* •■liall iheri fore, when you havt* ndreslM'd 
yonrs«‘ir, n'fomimmd y(»nr spt‘edy n*tnrn to Jnve- 
rary, and we sh.dl stmd with you a ^eiitltmian on 
onr part to adjust the terms (»f the i rn;hland arm- 
istife, in ea^e tin* Maicpii'o ^hall b4‘ found sfi-iniis in 
pr<»|*(»>ini^ sin h a imsi^iire.’* Sir IJunnin Campbell 
assiMited by a b4iw. 

‘‘ M> Loial (»f Menleith,’" eontiuued Montrose, 
will hav4* tin* j^o<nlm»ss t<»atteii<l Sir Diiiifaii 
Campl)4*ll 4d’ Aiabmvohr, whil** we <let<‘rmim‘ who 
shall return with him t(» his Chitd*? M^Aniaywill 
jiermit iis to laMpn'st that ho btj entertained with 
Miitabh' lne ))italiiy. ' 

“ I Avill j;ive onb'rs f<ir that,”v;iid Allan M‘Au- 
lay, rising’ and fomin<^' forwanb “ I lova* Sir Dnn- 
ean Campbell; we^havt* been joint snil’erers in 
former <l.i\s, and 1 d<» not forf^et i^ now.” 

“ My lanal of Ment»*itli,” sai<l Sir Diiiifan Canip- 
ln*ll, '*■ J am ^rievt'd to see ymi, at yonr early a*^e, 
eiif^aj'ed in sm-h desjier.it^* and r<d»ellions eonrses.’* 
“ 1 am y4»nnu',” aiiswe/^Vl Ment«*ith, y4*t old 
enouj^'h to aistln‘*nish b«*tween rij'ht and wron{^, 
betweiui h»\alty and rebellion; and the sooner. a 
good «onr-t* is In-giiii, the longer and the better 
have T a eluniee of rnnning it.” 

Voi.. XV. II 
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“ And y(Mi too, iny friiMid, Allan M‘Anlay, * said 
Sir Dnnraii, faking his hand, innst \vi^ also i-alL 
oacli otln'i’ oinnnit^s, lliat. Iiav'o so othni alliod 

af^aiiisf a t'oininon too?'’ Tlion tiirniii;^ round to 
tins inoi'liii*^-, lu; said, ‘‘ Farowoll, ^rntloiiuMi ; tlioro 
aro so jnany oF yon to whom T wish woll, that yonr 
roj«M‘tion ol* all lernis ol* nuMliatioii ^ivos ino d*M*|> 
ai11i(‘tion. Alay 11(‘avoii,'' iio saiil, looking- n|>- 
wiirds, ‘‘ jiidji^o hotAviMMi onr motives, and thoso of 
tlir m<ivt‘rs ut* ihis civil commotion! * 

“ Anion,’* said Montrose; to that tiihiiiial wr 
all snhmit ns.” 

Sir Dmicaii (latiijiholl hd't the IialK arrompaniiMl 
by Allan Al'Aulay and liord iMmiloith. *l’hc*ro 
j^oos a tnio-hrod (-ampholl,” said Alontrosc*, as the 
mivoy <h‘i»artiMl, “ For they are c^ver Fair and lalse/* 
“ Pardon me, my lord," said Kvan Dhn ; ‘‘ here- 
ditary enemy as I am to their name, I liave ever 
found the Knight oF Ardenvohr brave in war, lio- 
in»st ill peace*, and true in eenincil.'’ 

OF his own dis[)osition,” said Aloiitrose, siieli 
he is iindonht<*dly ; but lie now arts as tlie or^aTi 
or moiith-picu’e oFhis (JhieF, the Manpii-^, tin* Fals(‘''t 
man that ever cjrew breath. And, M*Anlay,*’ he 
<*onlinned in a whisper to his host, “ lest he should 
make* some impression upon the inexperience of 
JVleiiteith, or the singnlar disposition of yonr bro- 
ther, you had better seiSj^ music into their idiamber, 
to prevent his inveigling them into any jirivate ron- 
Fereiire.’* 

‘‘ The devil a musician have I,” answered M*Ari- 
lay, excepting the piper, who has nearly broke 
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lii*^ wind ))y nnihilioiis rontcntion fnr superiority 
with tliree of* Ills owiM-nift ; Iml I can send Aiinot 
Lyle and Iier har[>.” And Jie left the apartment 
to f^'ive finlers aeenrdinij;’! y. 

Mean will le a warm disriission took place, who 
shoidd undertake the task of returning with 

Sir Duncan to Iiiverary. 'I'o the liiLdier dignitaries, 
accusLouu'd to consider tluansi'lves upon an (Mpiali- 
ty even with M‘( Gillum ^lore, this was an nlliee not 
to he proposed: iiiito oth(»rs m fio coiiltl not plead 
the same 4 *xcum*, it was alt<.c»-ether iiriacceptahh*. 
One would hav<* tlioiiicht Jiiverary had Ixhmi tin; 
\'^alley of the Shadow of Death, tin* iiderior c.liiets 
showed siic li relm-taiu’e to approach it. AftcT a 
convid('rahi4* In'sitation, tin' plain vi*ason was at 
hmiitli spoken out, namely, that whatever Jli^h- 
lander should undertake an nlliee so distasteful to 
iMd'allum Afcm*, he wouhl he sun* t4» treasure the 
olfeiice ill Ids remeinhraiici', and one day or ollu*!* 
to mak(‘ him bitterly repiml of it. 

Ill tliis dilemma, Montrose, who eonsiihuN'd the 
proposed armistiee a*; a iiieri* stratagem on tin* part 
4»f Ar«»yle, althoui>li lu' liail not ventured hlimtly 
to rejiM-t it ill pivseiiee (d‘ tIios<‘ whom it eom*ernt*<l 
so m‘arly, resolved to iiiiposi* tlie danger and dig- 
iiity ijjioii t^qitain Dalgetty, who had m*itln*r clan 
nor cMate in the ITighlaiids upon which tin; wTalli 
of Arg)ie i‘‘^iihl wreak itself. 

“ JJiit I have a iietdc though,” sai<l Dalgetty, 
hhmtly ; “ and wliat if he i hooses to avenge liiAi- 
self upon that ? \ have known a case where an 

honourable ambassador has been hanged as a spy 
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before now. X(*illi(‘r diil t!ie Koinnns use nnibassn- 
ilors inurlMiion* UKo-t ii’nlly at llie of* (lapiia, 

althoiiirli I road lliat tiu y <»,dy nit ofV tlioir bands 
and iios(>s, |)!it out (iirir oys, and -ntl'rred theni t(» 
depart in j>oa< e.'’ 

lly iny liniioiir, (*a|»tain Dal^efty,*' said Mon- 
trose*, sIhiiiM till* Marquis, e-ontraiy lo tin* riib'S 
of war, dan* te» pra»'tise anv" alroi-ity a!j;ain^i yon, 
yon may d<*p(*mi upon iny tal:ini*- siirli vioiad v(*n- 
^e'arna* that all Sc otland shall rinq’ of it.*’ 

Idial will do Imi*^ iittb* Oir l)ali'a*ll y, ’ retiiriu'd 
tin* (’ajilain ; but oorrau^io ! as the S[):iniard says, 
W'itli the Land of Promise* full in view, the Moor 
of l>rumtb\yai*kt*t, mva jxtiiprni a^ e* said 

at Mareselial-(\db*”‘es I will not rel'iise* your K:.- 
<a*llem*y’s e-ommissioii, beiiiii^ eoiis4‘ious it lnM‘!nm*s 
a (‘ayaiien* of bonoiir to (dn*y bis yomman(b‘r's or- 
de*rs, in elidiaiua* Imlli yf ii^ibbet and swjird.” 

‘‘ (iailanlly res4d\<*d,' saiel M4mtr4>s4*; ‘* and if 
you will 4*4)1114* ap.irt with im*, 1 will lnrnisli y4)ii 
W'ilb till* eomlitions to be* b'fnl b4'for(‘ Md’allnm 
More, iq)4)n wbii-b we are* wijHiii!^ t4» ^rant liiiii a 

triu‘4* 1*4)1* bis I]it;blan4l eleiniinioiis." 

M^itb tbe*s4* we nei'el iieit trouble our re'aeb'rs. 
They wena* eif an evasive* nature*. eali*iilated to me*et 
apreiposal wlfn-li Montrose e'eiiisieb'reel tei have* f)ei*u 
inaele? einly feir the* purpose; of i^aiiqof^ time. Anie»u 
be* bael put (.’aptain Dai^etty in e‘om,pJe*te; posses- 
sion of bis iiistriie-liems, and when that worthy, 
inaKinii;' bis military eibeisaiiee*, was ne*ar the eloor 
of bis apartment, Montrose made him a sii^n to re- 
turn. 
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‘‘ I j)r4‘Minn‘j” hr, 1 iirrd ii(»l nMiiind au 
ofFi*M*r who ha-^ srrvi'd iiiulrr lli<» j;nMt (lustiiviis, 
lliat :l littlr iiion* is nMjuiml ol' a prison siMit with 
a fill''’ of lriu <» than imn i* ilis<'h;irfrr f)f his iiisti in*- 
liniis, and that hi^ i»(Mun'al will <‘:vprrt from him, <ui 
liis rrl Ill'll, sonu* arroiiiit of ihr stati* ol* ihr i iir- 
iiiy s alVair>, as iar as thr\ laimr iiin* *!* his ohsrrva- 
tioii. Ill short, (‘antaiii Dal^rtty, you iiiiist ht» un 
]H'H i It f i /■- / ’fit/tfti f. ' ' 

‘‘ Ah lia ! your h^x«rllriiry,’* said tlu' (\aplain, 
twi^tiiii;' liis hard ft'alun^s into an inlmitahlr «'\[»r(*s- 
sion of I'limiiii^' and intrlli^tmrr, il* th4>y d<i not 
put my ln‘ad in a pok«‘, whirli 1 hsivi^ known prac- 
tised upon hononrahh* s(dda<ios who liavi* h(‘oii siis- 
pi'ctrd to (Munr n[ion sik’Ii errands as tin* pn^sniit, 
your K\4‘rlh*iicy may rely on a pn*cr(‘sr narration of 
whatr\rr Pui^al 1 Dalt^rtty shall In^ar or see, W4‘rr it 
<*vrn liow many Inriis of ti ir tln*n‘ an* in Al*( '.il- 
ium Alon*’s jiihroch, or liow many chrrks in llir si‘lt 
of his jdaid and tn*ws/’ 

“ haiou^h,” answered Mtmtrose; “ farewell, I’aj)- 
tain Dali'etty : am], .is tln*y say that a I.idy’s mind 
is always 4‘\presv4Ml in her ]>osls« ripl, so 1 would 
]ui\(* von tliink that the most ihiportant part of 
> our coiiimission lit*s in what I have h..st sai«l to 
yon.' 

Dalfj^i'tty one,* more ig'inrn'd inl 4 *Hi.iremM*, and 
withdr<‘w \ ictiial his i-li.iri^er and hims4‘H, ior tin* 
fatif^nes of liis a|)|n'oachiii<!^ missinn. 

At tin* dmir of tin* stable, — for (iustaviis always 
ilaimed his first l are, — he met Anp^iis M^Aiilay and 
Sir Miles Mnsgrave, who liad been looking at hi.s. 
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horsi* ; aiul, aftiT pruisinij;' liis points and carriaf^e, 
both nnitod in stnnii^ly dissuading llio (*aptain from 
taking an atiiinai of siirh valiio with him upon his 
j)resont vory fatifi^uiii^ jonriioy. 

Allans jniintLMl in tlio most alarminj^ colours tlio 
roads, or ratiicr wihl tra<*ks, by which it would bo 
necessary for Vim to travel into Arp^ylesliire, and 
tile wrt'tched Jiiits or bofliii's where lie would be 
condemned to jiass the iiii:^ht. and where no forage 
could be j)rocun‘d for his horse, unless he could t‘at 
the stumps of old Jiearher. Jn short, he pronouncc'd 
it absolutely iin[mssible, thal,aft(‘r undertakini» such 
a pilf^^riinaj^e, the animal could be in any case for 
military servici*. The Kii^lishmaii strom;ly con- 
iirmed all that Aliens had said, and f»avo hims(*]f, 
body and soul, to the <levil, if he thontflit it was not 
an act lit^th^ short of absolute mii/d(‘r to carry a 
horsi* worth a tart hint? ^ 'it o such a w asti* and inhos- 
pitable desert, i'aplaiii I)alj?etty for an instant 
looked steadily, first at one of the i»entlenien and 
next at tin' otlier, and then asked them, as if in a 
state of indecision, what theySrtmld advise him to 
do with (fustavns under sucli circninstances. 

“ IJy tlie liaiurof my father, my dear friend,” 
answered iM‘Aiday, it you leave tin; beast in my 
keeping’, y'ou may rt*ly on bis lieing ted and si.rted 
according to bis worth a»i<l <pialit\, and that upon 
your happy return, you >fill timl him a^ sleek as an 
onion hoiled in butter.” 

Or,” said Sir Mih»s Afiisgrave, *• if this worthy 
cavalier cliooses to part w ith his i-harger for a rea- 
sonable sum, I have some part of the silver candle- 
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hiioks still <lan4*iiig th(' lieys in iny ])urso, Avliich 1 
shall l)t‘ vory Aviliiiiii^ to tran«lV*r to his/’ 

‘‘ In hriet“, iniin* honoiirahlo tVieinls/’saiil (’aplain 
l>al-, •tty, af^ain oyoiiit^ tlioiu both with an air ot“ 
ro.nic ]M*in‘t ration, I tirid it would not ho allof^o- 
tluT iiiuuTi‘|itahlf to oitluT of yon, to liavo soino 
tok<‘n to roinoinher tho ohi soldier hy, ijv I'ase it 
shall pleaso .M‘(’alJu!U More to hani: him up at the 
j^ato of his own eastle. Ami donhttes'S it would bo 
no small sati^fat tiou to me, in sneh an <‘V'ent, that 
a noble and loyal c-avalier like Sir jNliles Mii‘*t;rave, 
or a worthy and hospitahh* t liieftaln like our exeol- 
leiit laiidbuMl, slmnld aet as iiiy ext*c*utor,” 

lloth hastened to protest that they had no sneli 
ol>jeet, ami insisted atcaiii upon the impa'^sable i ha- 
rarter fd‘ the Ilia^hland paths. Aii^iis M'Aulay 
imimhied over a nuinher of hard (iaelic nanfi(*s, de- 
scriptive of the difficult pusses, j>n*ci|fices, corries, 
ami heals, thronirh which he said the road lay to 
Inverary, when old Dmiald, wlio had now entered, 
sanctioned his Tuaster's aceonnt of these ditliiadties, 
by lioldint;; up bis hards, and elevating Ids eyes, and 
sbakini^- bis bead, at every i^^nttnral which M^Aiday 
j>rononnced. But all this did 7 iof move the inllex- 
ible (’aptain. 

“ iMy w orthy fri<*nds/’ said he, ‘‘ (iustavns is not 
new lo the dant;< rs of trav^'lliripc, and tin* mountains 
of Bohemia Old (no dispaiaj^emeiit to tlie heals and 
corries Mr Antons is pleas(*d to mention, and of 
wdiich Sir Miles, wdio never saw'' them, coiitirms the 
horrors,) tlmse mountains may compete with llie 
vilest roads in Europe, lu fact, iny horse hath ^ 
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a oxrclh'nt ami social quality ; for altlionq*]! 
ho cannot plodf^o in iiiy cup, yot aco sliaro our loaf 
hotwooii u*^, ami it will lx* li.ird if lit* sull’ors taiiiirio 
Avli<*rt* or haiinocks arc to Im* louiul. And, to 

out lliis iuattt*r short, \ Im‘^ 0 (*c 1 i you, luy tifootl 
frit'uds, to ol)si*rvo tlio statt* of Sir Duncan (’auip- 
hi'll’s palfrey, w’hiidi staml'^ in that stall hi*foro us, 
fat ami fair ; and, in return for your anxiety on niy 
acetuint, J |j;^ivo you luy 1mm si asscA'cration, that 
Avhile wt* travel tlu. same road, htOh lliat palfrey 
and his rider shall lack for footl hi*lore either (lus- 
(avus or 1.” 

Havinii^ said this, he fdl(*d a lari*'e im'asure w'itli 
corn, and Avalkt‘d u[i with it to his charj^er, who, 
hy his loAV Avhinnyiiii^ noif:^h, his |)rick(*d t'ars, and 
his paAviiijr, shoAvt'tl how' clost* tin* alliance was he- 
tw’ixt him and his rid(*r. Ntu* ilid hi* taste his corn 
until he had returned tfis inaslt*r’s caresses, hy lick- 
ing his hands and faias At‘*er this iuterchant^o of 
fi^re(»lin^’, tin* steed h4*'j;’an to his prov4‘mler Avith an 
eay^er dispatch, AAdfudi showed old military hahils ; 
and tin* master, after lookint' on tin* animal with 
I^reat complac<*ncy for about, livi* minutes, said, — 
“ Much good may it <lo your honest heart, (jliista- 
vus ; — now must 1 go ami lay in jirovant myself for 
the campaign/’ 

lie then depart(*d, having first saluted the't^mg- 
lishmau and Angus M^i;ulay, v/ho n i||iained look- 
ing at each other for soiin* time in silence, ;unl then 
hurst out into a fit of laughter. 

“ That fellow,” said Sir Miles Musgrave, “ is 
^ fonaed to go through the Avorld/’ 
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“ J sliJill tliirilv so too,*’ wi'nl “iriiocan 

sli|> tlirouf^li i\l‘Calliiiii Aloru’s liii^^crs as oa'^ily as 
ho has (lonr lhmiiij;li ours." 

“ Do vMi think,” saiil tlio Kni^^Iisliinaii, “ lliat tho 
Manjuis will nut io (‘a|>taiii Dal;,jotty’s 

jK'rson, tlio laws ol‘ <*ivili/o<l 

No nioro than I would n“'|)0( t a JjOv. land |n*o- 
rlaination," said An|ifiis AhAiday. — ISiit conic 
along, it is lime 1 Avcrc returning to my guests.” 
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CHAPTER TX. 

Til cl 

Wlini wliatS ii(»l liiii wliMf must In*, ^va^ law. 

riini w'«*n* Uh’V rlnisrii ; in a linin’, 

Ia*1 wliat i • nu'c’f In* s.ial it must bn iiutI, 

Ami tbrnw tlu’ir pow'or i’ llu* du>t. 

* ( m ml tn Hi: 


Jn a small apartment, remote from tlie re>t of 
the asseml>l(‘(l at Uie easlle, Sir .Dimt'aii 

Campbell was ])rest‘n1e<l Avitli t‘very s]iiM i(‘s (tt‘ re- 
freshment, ami respeetfnlly attt.MidtMl l»y Ijonl Men- 
teitli, ami by Allan M‘Aiilay. Uls di^eoiirse with 
tin* latter tiiriKMl 1lpo?^a sort of hnntin^V < ainpaii>’n. 
in wbieb tln^y bad iteeii en»^at^<Ml toii:«‘tbeF against 
tlie (’bildren of tlie Mist, with Avhom tin* Knii’lit of 
Anlenvobr, as wi*ll as the M‘Anlays, hail a tleadly 
and iiTeeoneilable feud. SV Dimeaii, liowever, 

v 

speedily emleavoiiri'd to lead bark th<» conversation 
to tlie subject of his present errand to the l astle of 
Dariilinvaracli. 

It fj^rieved him to the very heart,"' he sail], to 
see that friends ami iiei^i^hbours, who should stand 
shoulder to shoulder, ^’ere likely to, be eujj^a^(‘d 
hand to hand in a cause which so little concerned 
them. What si;»nilies it,"" lie said, “ to tlu‘ Ifig-h- 
hmd Chiefs, whether Kiiijj or J*arliament i^ot iip- 
^ periiiost? WT*re it not better to let them settle 
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their own dilVerences without interterein'e, while 
the (1iiel<, in tlie ineuntiiiie, toi»lv the opportunity 
of e'^tahlisliiiiii^ tlu*ir own authority in a Ttiaiiner ii(»t 
to he ealh‘d Ifi (pie.stion Jien»after hy eitlier Kiiij; or 
Pariiaineut Me reniiii<h‘(l Allan IM^Aulay that 
the measures taken in (he hi'^t reii^n to settle th(» 
peace, as was alleged, of (he I li^ldain’s, were in fact 
l(‘veJU*d at the patriarchal ])ower of (he ( ’hieftaiiis ; 
and ln‘ mentioned the celebrated S(‘tlh*nient of the 
I’ile ( 'iidertakers, as they were called, in thi* Jjewis, 
as part of a deliherate plan, tormed to introduce 
strani^«‘rs amoiit** tin* Celtic (rlhes, to di^stroy hy 
di*^rees their anci«‘n( ciisttmis and mode* of f^ovan-n- 
inent, and to d<‘s|>oiL them of the iidnn'itance oF 
their fathers.* u\iid yet,” he lontinuiMl, atldress- 
iiii* Allan, it is for the purpose of t^ivini^ tlesp(»tie 
authority to tin* nionarch hy whom tlu'se dt'sij^ns 
liav(‘ been nur-Ned, that so i amy Miirhland Child’s 
are upon tlu‘ pifmt of C|iiarrellinir >vith, and draw- 
ing;’ the snord against, 1 lii'ir nei«^hhours, allies, and 
ancient cord’ederates.” 

“ It is to my hrotlj^r,” said Allan, “ it is to the 
ehh'st son of my fatlier’s house, that the Knight of 


* I alln* rri;'ii of .lainos VJ., an atti.‘Tii|»t of rafloT an i-vtiM- 
oriliiiary kiinl wa^ inaiie toiiMlj/e t]ii> nortloM’ii part 

of tiir •*] lrl>ri<lr;tn .\t'( liiprl.o^o. 'I'liat iiioriarrti ^raiitt‘<l tlir 
l>ro|M'i'i^ ot’tlir Nlainl of Tirni'., J if it had lM*rn an unknown 
and saxa^r roiinti'x, to a iiiiiidMT -d' Lowland t;riit1<‘iiii'n, <“d](‘d 
niidt'vtakrrs, rhiclU iiatixoN of tin* slnn* td‘ Lift.*, that tlii'V ini^ht 
rolufii/.c iirid srttir ihrrr. 'Fin* niliTpi isr w.is at lir'st mu fr'ssful, 
but the natives 4d' t be iNl.in<I, Lends and AI.wKi*n/aes, rose 
on (bi‘ LowJand adventurers, aial jiut most of them to the 
sv\ ord. 
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AnloiiViiln* mu't iiihln''" n'liioii-^liMin’es. I 

am, imh'tsl, tlu* I'rotlim* <•!' Anj^iis; bill in beifit* «;o, 
J am only tho iir^t oK lii'^ ('l.iii'^mon, ami linnml to 
filiow an (•\amj)lr to tlu‘ otliors by my rluHTinl ami 
ready olHiliema* to lii‘. i i;mni;imls/’ 

Idle ean^<‘ aU(»/' '..id Lonl M(mt4‘it1i, interpo- 
sinj;', “ I'' tar ion* i^'mn r.d than Sir Dniiran (’ainp- 
l)(dl smn^ to sni)|ios(' it. It i^ iieitlnn* limited to 
Saxtni nor to (iael, to monniain nor lo ^•tra^ll, to 
Jli^ldands nor to Lowlands. Tiu' qm‘stion \<, if 
w’v will eonlinm* to be !*'overned bv tin* nnlimited 
authority assumed by a sot of |n*rsons in no respc'ct 
superior to onrselvt's, inste.id of rt tiirniiii^ lo the 
natural ^ov^'rinmoit of ilu' Piinee a^^aiiist whom 
they hav(* rebelhsl. And respiM-tiajj^ the interest 
of the llij^hlamls in partienlar,” lie added* I {fave 
Sir Dunean CampbcH’s panloii fsr my jdainness ; 
but it s<M‘ms very rh‘a" to me, tliat, tin oidy tdleet 
prodiiet'd by tin* jireseiit n''nrp:iti(.m, will be iheaf^- 
[rrandisermnit of <me ov«*r‘*row n elan at the «*\p(‘nse 
of every indepmideiit Chief in the Highlands.” 

“ I will not reply to yoir.^ my lord/’ said Sir 
Diinean (-ampbell. beeaiisi^ J know your prejn- 
diees, and from Avhom tln'v are borrowtal ; yet you 
W'iil pardon my s.i\iiii;\ that bein^ at the heail ot’ a 
rival braneh of tin* lioiist* of (L'ah.im, 1 have both 
read of and know n an ly^irl of M(‘?iteith, who would 
have disdained to liaveH'ieen tntoretl'Vi jidlities, or 
to have been eominanded in war, by nn Llarl of 
JVlontros(».” 

“ You w'ill find it in vain, Sir Duncan,” said L*)rd 
Monteithj^ haiighiily, “ lo set iny vanity in ai*ms 
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my Thr Kiiijj;’ |j;-av4' iny an(*i‘s- 

t(irs (lirii* tith' athl nnik ; aii<l tin*"!.* sliall in*vrr j>rtv 
V(‘iit my artiii'*;, in I In* rny.il r.insn, innkn- a!iy (»iu* 
wim In’llcr jpisilii’aM! than to In* ii rom- 

of all, ^liall aity ini^n’aljlo 
ji*alon-sy |)n*vont m.‘ from j'larmi!^ my hand and 
sword iimhn* liu* ‘‘iiidaiiiM* ot'lhi^ hravt'sl, iho most 
loyal, tin* ino'st Jioroir spirit amoiiji onr Scottish 
nohilil \ 

!*ity, ’ ^:Jld Sir Dmicaii (\nnphrl), that yrni 
canimt ad*! to Ids j»aM.‘;;\ric tho t irfhcr < [)Itlirts of 
tlictmct Mc.idy, ami iho niosi coii^i'dciiL Hut I 
nave no pnrpONc* oj’ (h'ljallny; t.hc-e poinlN \Nlth you, 
my lord,” wavin.'* his hand, as ii’ ti> a^oid farther 
disen'-don ; “ tlia die < a'^l v. ilh you; allow me 
oid\ to r\j;rv >s my ‘«oirov. lor tin* di^aslroos fate 
to wliieh Am^ns M'Anlay ^ natural raslme-s, ami 
your loiaKhip's iioln. uce, are dr.i^oiiii*’ inv i^’.dlanf 
friemi Allan here, willi hi> father’s «'lau, and many 
a l)ravt* iiiau Le‘ idev.” 

“ 'rin* die is ca'-f for u^. all. Sir Duiiean,*' replied 
.\ilaii, hxilvin.*; /^looiyy, and ar^’idrijL*’ on his own 
liypof'lioiidriac feeiiti”^; ** the iron liaiid of de-^liiiy 
hraudi'd our fate upon oiir foreht'ad Ioul; en* we 
^•ould form a widi, or rai>(* a tiueer in our own he- 
lialf. \\h‘re (h.is otherwise, hy what imsius does 
tlm Seer a^cei t ilv the fiitig'e from those ^hadow’y 
presajL^es wldrli haunt hi < ^.ahiu^i;■ ami his sh'ej»iiifr 
ey<* ? Nought <• m he fcu’eseeii hut tliat which is 
eerl.iiii to hapjnai,” 

Sir I)iim\m ('.uiijdiell wa i about to reply, and 
I lie darken and most contested point of inetaphy- 
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sics have heeii ]>n»nnlit. into cliscnsvioii be- 

twixt two llij^lilaiid di'^piitaiits, when the door 
opened, and Annot lj\le, \\ ith her elairsliaeli in her 
hand, enW*red the aj)arlnient. The freedom of a 
Highland inaidi'ii was in her st**]) and in her eye ; 
for, l)red np in tlie eIo‘<est intimacy witli tlnj Laird 
of iXPAnlay ami his brother, with Jjord .Menteitli, 
and other yoiini^ men who fretjiiiMiled Darnlinva- 
racli, slie possessed none of tliat timidity wliicli a 
female, (Mim‘ated i liietly ainoni^ Inn* ewn sex, wonld 
either hav<* felt, <jr thoii*^]it jnn*e<**ary to as*Hiime, 
on an o»*casion like the present* 

Ilerdri'ss partook of tlie antiiim*. bn* new fa- 
sliioiis seldom [nnu^trated into the ili^hlands, nor 
wonld tliey easily have found tlnnr way to a cjlsth* 
inhabited cliietly by men, whose side occupation was 
>var and the <*hase. Yet Annot's j^arments wen* 
not only beconiiii^, bii< even ricli. Her open jacket, 
with a hi^h collar, was composed of bine cloth, 
rirldy embroidered, and had siher clasps li» fasten, 
when il pleased the wearer. Its sleeve^, Avliieli 
wen* wide, came no lower ll*,'ui the elbow, and ter- 
minated in a ^'ohhm fringe; uinler tlfis iippm* coat, 
if il can he so tei*med, slie Avore an inuler drc'ss of 
blue satin, also richly embroidered, hut which was 
several shades lii^hter in colour than the upper gar- 
ment. Tin* petticoat \yiis formed of tartan silk, in 
the set, or pattern, of^AA’hich tlie cc'^oiir of blue 
greatly predominated, so as to removi* the tawdry 
effect too freipiently produced in tartan, by the 
mixture and strong opposition of colours. An an- 
tique silvop chain hung round lier neck, and sup- 
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portotl tho wrrsf, or koy. with winc h sho tuncMl ln*r 
iiistninuMit. A siinill nilVrosc* uhovc» her rc»ll:ir, jiiul 
Wiis soc‘.iin*tl hy a soino value*, an old lvc*c*j>- 

salvo iVom Lord Montoith. ll(*r profusion ol' li^ht 
hair;': most hid her !auijfhiiiii^oyt*Sj while*, with asiuih* 
and Mush, she* inoutioncd that she* had AkAiilay's 
dinM-lious to aslvtlu*in it'th<*y vhoso luiisii;. Sir Duii- 
vaii (’ain]>hc*ll gazod with considerahh* surprise* and 
iiite*ri*sl at the* lovoly apparition, whie h thus inte*!*- 
riiptod his elohate* with Allan ]M‘Aii!ay. 

Can this,” he* said te.» him iii.si whi'.[»“r, “ a e re'a- 
ture* so hoaulitul and so e*le*^ant, he* a donu*s(ie', mu- 
sician ed‘ yemr hrothe*r’s (*stahlishme‘nt ? ’ 

'■ l>y no iue*aus,'’ aiiswenM'd Allan, hastily, ye't 
with soon* hesitation; “ she* is a a — n(‘ar refla- 

tion of our family — and tivateal,” lie* aelded, nmre* 
tirmly, '* as an adopte*d daiij^hter of emr father’s 
lioii-^e*. ’ 

As he* spe)ke* thus, he* arose* from his se*at, and 
with th.it air e)f e*ourte*sy wliiedi e*ve‘ry Jfi^ldande*r 
can a*‘sume* wheni it suits him to prae tise* it, he* re*- 
sit^iH'd if to Aiiiiot, aiiel oH’en*e*d to he.*r, at the same: 
time*, whate*ve*r re*fre^shme*iits the* tahle* aflordeel, 
with ;ni a«^siduity whie h was pred)ahly ele'^iirmal tei 
pVi* Sir f)uiie-an an impressieni eif her rank aneleon- 
se*fpi(*lie*e. If siieli was Allan's purpose, he»we*ve‘r, it 
was iieiiueee'ssary. ^ Sir Diineau ke-jit his eyes fixe'd 
iipem Aii'Uit v'ith an exjir' ssion of iniie-h ele*e*per 
inteirest than e-oiilel have arisen freim any impre*s- 
siem llfat she was a person of e-e)nse*e]ne*iie‘ei. Anuot 
eve‘n felt embarrassed under the old knifi^ht’s steiaely 
Ji^aze ; and it was not without considerable hesita- 
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lion, lliiit, tiinlriij;^ licr iii^ti uiniMit, and rtH-oivlrif^ an 
assinitin^ look from l^onl Montcitli and Allan, slie 
oxiM iilcd tin* folliiwiii^- l»4d'ad, whirli oiir fririni, 
AFr iSocmndii^ M'JMn-ixm, whoso ^oodnrss w<* had 
Ix'fon* t(> arkiio\vlod;^«*, has tiuis traiishilod into the 
Kni*lidj tonj^nn: 


TIIK OKIMIAN MAID. 

N»tvrmbor’.s iKiil-rloinl Wrii(s nvv.'ij, 

No> fiiilH-r’s wail 

laMtIvs roMly an tiu* rastlr 

\\ lu'ii lortU roiin's L.uly Atiiie. 

Tin* orph.iii by thi* iiak A\as si‘t, 

Ilrr arms, b<T liM't, wi n* baVr, 

'I'la* b«ii]-ilro]is bad not inidtrd yrf, 

Amid bn* Iiair. 

/* 

“ y\nd, D.inia,’* *.lu' '•aid, ** t»y all tbc tit*'* 

'I'll. it child and mothci* Know, 

Aid one who iic\cr Knew tlirsii j'.iys, 

ItclicM* an oi pli.in's Wor,” 

Till’ lad\ said, “ .\n orjdi.'in's slato 
Is li.iiil and s.id to bc.ir ; 

Yi’f woisc ilu* widow d nmtbrr's fatr, 

AVlio mourns both lord and lirir. 

“ 'I'w'clvt* limes thi* rolling; ye.ir has sped, 
Since, when fioiu ^en^e.ince wild 

Ol'/ii'ive St rat ball.i/i's Chiel’l J’ed, 
l*'or!h\ eddies wl^din'd my ehild.’*., 

“ Tw'elve times the. year its course lias born,** 
Till' wandering; maid replied, 

“ Since tisbersoii St Hridnet's morn 
Drew nets on Campsie side. 
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St si*iit no scaly spoil 

An iiii'.iiil, <lca<l. 

They s,i\e«l, arol iv.ir’il in want and toil, 

'I’o hi't; Iroiii \oii hi r bread. ” 

That orjdi.iii maid the lady kiss'd — 

“ Aly liiishaiid's looks yni hear; 

St Dridnel and her moiii he hlj’ss'jl ! 

^’oii are his Idow \s heir.** 

They’ve robed th.if ni.ild, so poor and pale, 

In vlllv and s.mdals rare; 

And peai Is, lor ilrtips oL‘l'it»/eii hail, 

An* iilisleiiiii" in ln*r hair. 

The admirers of pniv Oeltie. atiti<inity, not wii’islandin;; the 
elej^anee <»f the above tr.insl.itioii, may !»»* desirous to see a lite- 
im 1 > ersion fi om the oi iiiinal ( i.ielie, \\ hi«di u e therelo’ e subjoin ; 
and have 4»nly to add, that the oiieioal is 4leposili‘>l witli 
J> d(*diali ('k'islda tliain. 

lai I UAL 'FuANsrA rio\. 

'i’he hail-ldast ]..ui <liir(ed away upon tlie wiii^s id’ ^lu* ;;ali 
of.iulninn. 'Fhe s-m looked fjoni between theelomb. pile sis 
the w'l.iinded hero who real's his head l’eebl\ on the he ah when 
the 1 oar of battle hath p.issed o\er him. 

l-'inele, the Lady ot’the ^ 'st!e, came forth to see hei maid. 'ns 
p;is- to till* herds with tiieir leijlins.* 

I'lieie sat an orphan maalen hiiieath the*idd o.ik-tiee of.ijv- 
poiiitnient. The w ilhered leaM-s fi*ll arunnd her, and her heart 
was more withered tlian they. 

riie iiarent ot the iee [ portieally tak**n fi'i' the fi oni] stilt lOtio 
trealeil the haiUdrojis in her hair; *hey were lik»* the sp, , hs of 
r, Jiite ashes on tl" twisted hooelr. of l!ie hlai-Iveiied .-md halu 
Corisiimed oak tiiat hla/.es in the hall. 

Anil the maiden said, “ (ji\eiiie eomfort, Lady, I am an oy- 
jdi in ehiid.” And the Lady replied, “ How eaii I uive that 
wh.eli 1 haxeiiot? 1 an. the widow of a sl.iin bud,— the tnoth'.*r 
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While the song' proceeded, Lord Menteitli ob- 
served, with some Surprise, thift it appeared to pro- 
<liice a much deeper effect upon the mind of Sir 
Duncan C-amjibell, than he could possibly liave .an- 
ticipated from liis age and character. He w'ell 
knew tliat the Highlanders of that period possess- 
ed a much gi^aiter. sensibility botlifor tale and song 
than was found ^mojig their Lowland neighbours ; 
but even this, he thought, hardly accounted for tlie 
embarrassment with Adiich the old man Avitlidrew 
his eyes from the songstress, as if unwilling to suf- 
fer them to rest on an object so interesting. Still 
less was it to be expected, that ftiatures which ex- 
presscMl pride, stern common sense, and the austere 
habit of authority, should have been so much agi- 
tated by so trivial a circumstance. As the Chief’s 
brow Lecaine e.louded, he drooped his large shaggy 
grey eyebrows unti> they almost concealed his 
eyes, on the lids of which something like a tear 

of a perishod cliild. Whon 1 ili-d in my fear iVom tho veil tiro 
of my husband's foe, our bark was ^ erwhelmed in the tide, and 
iny infant jierislied. This was uii St Ilridtrri’s morn, near tlie 
strong’ Lyn.s of Cumpsie. IVIay ill hiek light upon the day.” 
And the maiden answered, “It w'us on St Dridgi^t's morn, and 
twelve harvests before this lime, that the lishermrn of ^'amjisie 
drew in their nets neither grilse nor s^dinon, hut an infant Indf 
dead, who hath siiiire lived vjf misery, arid must die, unless she 
is now aidetl.” And the Lady answered, *^llessed be Saint 
Bridget and her morn, for these arc tlie dark eyes and the fid- 
ooi;i look of my slain lord ; and thine shall be the inhe^'itanecof 
his widow.” And she calhsi for her waiting attendants, and 
she bade them clothe that maiden in silk, ami in siimite ; and 
the pearls which tliey wove among her black tresses, "were 
whiter than the frozen hail-drops. 
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might be seen to glisten. He remained silent and 
lixed in the same posture for a minute or two, af- 
ter the last note had cesisiul to vibrate, lie then 
raised his head, and having looked at Annot Lyle, 
as if purposing to speak to her, he as suddenly 
ehanged that purpose, and was about to address 
Allan, Avlien the door opene<l, and tl.j Lord of the 
('astle made his appearance. 
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CIIAPTEIl X. 


Dark oil <li»*ir jdiirriryjoiir’cl tlin f;looiny d;iy, 

AV'ild w<*n; llir hills and doiihtriil tin* way ; 

IVIori* djirK, inon* gloomy, and niori* doiihtfiil, sliow’d 
l’!a* iiiaMsioiij which ivcidvtMl ihoni innii lln* load. 

The TritccltcrHn, a llomance. 

Angls M^Ai lav was cliar^^ed with a messa^^e 
which lie seciiiotl to liiid some difliciilty in coinnin- 
nicatinj^; for it was not till after he had framed liis 
speech several dili'erent ways, and hlninlered tlieni 
all, that Ji(^. sueeeede<l in lettinjr Sir [>iincan Camp- 
hen know, that the eav^dier who was to aci^ompaiiy 
liim was wailing^ in readiness, and that all was pro- 
part?d for his return to Inverary. Sir Duncan Camp- 
hell rose up very indi(^u:mtly ; llie allront wliich 
this message implied immedVjvtely driving out of 
his rccoll(*ction the sensibility which liad been awa- 
kened by the iiiiisi<*. 

“ 1 little expected this,” he said, looking imlig- 
naiilly at Angus IVPAulyv. I liw'tle thought*; bat 
there was a Chief in the^West I ligli1a|/ds, *vIio, at 
the plOfisiire of a Saxon, would liave bid the Knight 
of ^rdenv(dir leave his castle, when the siir was 
declining from the meridian, and (*re the second 
cup had been filled. J3ut farewell, sir, the food of 
•a cliurl does not satisfy the appetite; when I next 
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revisit DiiriiliriviiracTi, it shall \u* witii a naked sword 
in one hand, and a firebrand in the other/’ 

“ And if you so come,” said Ancons, “ I pledf^c 
myself to meet you fairly, thoii^li you brouji^ht five 
hundred Cain|)bells at your back, and to afl'ord you 
and them such entertainment, that you sliall not 
agcaiii complain of the hospitality of iiarnlinvarach/' 
“ Threatened men,” said Sir nnnean, “ live Ion*;. 
Your turn for gasconading’, Laird of M‘AuIay, is 
too well known, that men of honour should regard 
your vaunts. To you, my lord, and to Allan, who 
have snj)plied llie place of my clinrlish host, 1 leave 
my thanks. — And to you, pretty mistress,” he said, 
addressing Aiiiiot Lyle, “ this little token, for hav- 
ing o])ened a fountain whieh hath been dry for many 
u year/’ So saying, he hd‘t the apartment, and 
commanded his attendants to he summoned. Angus 
iM‘Aulay, ecpially embarr<.ssed and incens<»d at the 
charge of inliospitality, whieh was the greatest pos- 
sible affront to a IJigblander, did not follow Sir 
Duncan to the court-yard, where, mounting his 
palfrey, which was in readiness, followed l)y six 
mounted attendants, and accompanied by the noble 
Captain Dalgetty, wlio had also awaited him, hold- 
ing'Gustavus ready fur action, though he did not 
draw his girths and moirst till Sir Duncan appear- 
ed, the wlu-lo cavalcade left the castle. 

The journey was long and toilsome, hut without 
any of the extreme privations which the Laii;d of 
M‘Aulay had prophesied. In truth, Sir Duncan 
was very cautious to avoid those nearer and more 
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spcrct paths, by means of which the county of Ar- 
u^ylo was accessible from the westward ; for his re- 
lation and chief, the iVtarquis, was used to boast, 
that he would not for a liimdred thousand crowns 
any mortal should know the passes by which an 
armed force could penetrate into his country. 

Sir Diincai^Campbell, therefore, rather shunned 
the llii^hlands, and falling into tluj Low-country, 
made for the fuiarest seaport in the vicinity, where 
lie had several half-tlccked galleys, or birliiigs, as 
they were called, at his command. Jn one of these 
they embarked, with Gustavus in company, who 
was so seasoned to adveiitiin?, that land and S(‘Ji 
seemed as indiHerent to him as to his master. 

The wiinl being favonrsUde, they pursued their 
way rapidly with sails ami oars ; and early the next 
inorningMt was announced to Ca|»tain Dalgetty, 
then in a small cabin bei«eath the half-deck, that the 
galley was under the walls of Sir Duncan (Jarap- 
bells castle. 

Arilenvohr, accordingly, rose higli above him, 
when he came upon the deck of the galley. It was 
a gloomy square^ tower, of considerable size and 
great height, situated upon a headland projecting 
into the salt-water lake, or arm of the sea, which 
they had entered on the |>«eceding evening. A w’all, 
with flanking towers at each angle, surfounded the 
castle to landward ; but, towards the lake, it was 
builj: so near the brink of the precipice as only to 
leave room for a battery of seven guns, designed 
to protect the fortress from any insult from that 
•side, althoi^h situated too high to be of any ef- 
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factual use aecoj tling to the; modern system of war- 
fare*. 

The eastern siin, rising beliind the old tower, 
flung its shadow far on the Jake, darkening the 
<ieck of tlie gallery, on wliiili Captain Dalgetty now 
walked, Availing with some impatience tlie signal 
to land. Sir Duncan Campbell, as Iw aa'us informed 
l)y his attendants, Avas already within the walls of 
the <‘astle; hut no one encouraged the C^iptain’s pro- 
posal of following him ashore, until, as they stated, 
they should receive the direct permission or order 
of the Knight of Ardenvohr. 

In a short time afterw'ards the mandate arrived, 
while a boat, Avith a piper in the boAA", bearing the 
Knight of Ardenvohr’s crest in silver upon his left 
arm, and |)laying AAdth all liis might the family 
march, entith'd “ The Camphells are coirwig,” a|)- 
proaclied to <^onduct the ewvoy of Alontrose to the 
Ctistic of Ard<;nvo}ir. The distance between the 
galley and the beach Avas so short as scarce to re- 
quire the assistance of the eight sturdy rowers, in 
bonnets, short coats/ and trew’s, whose eilorts sent 
the boat to the little creek in Avhich they usually 
landed, before one could have conceived that it liad 
left the side of the birliiig. Two of the boatmen, 
in spite of Dalg.:tty’s resi^’tance, horsed the Captain 
on the bac’c of a third Highlander, and, wading 
through the surf Avith him, landed him high and 
dry upon the beach beneath the castle roc;k. In the 
face of this rock there appeared somtitliing like the 
entrance of a low-broAved cavern, towards which 
the assistants Avere preparing to hurry our friend 
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Dalf^otty, wlien, sliakiiig liiriisolf loose from them 
witii some difficulty, lie insisteii upon seeinpf Giis- 
tavus safcdy landed before lie jiroceeded one step 
fjirtlier. The lliirhlanders could not comprehend 
whiit he meiint, until oe.e who liad picked up a little 
Knpjlish, or rather Ijowland Scotch, exclaimed, 
“ Hunts ! it’s«^i' about her horse, ta iisehvs haste.” 
Farther rmioiihtraiice on tin* part of (Japtaiu l)al- 
^etty was intmTupted hy the appearance of Sir 
Duncan Fampludl himself, from tlie mouth <»r the 
cavern A\hich we have dc'seribed, for the jiurpose of 
iiivitint!^ Caidain I)alg(‘tty to accept of thi» hospi- 
tality of Ardeiivohr, pled/^in^ his honour, at the 
same time, that Gustavus should he treated as be- 
came the hero from wlioni he derived his name, not 
to mention the important person to wliom he now 
belongiM*. Notwithstanding; this satisfactory j^na- 
rantee, Captain Dal'p't!/ would still have hesitated, 
such was his anxiety to witness the fate of his eom- 
paiiion (Tiistavus, liad not two Hif^hlaiulers seized 
him hy the arms, two more pushed him on hcdiiiid, 
wJiile a filth exclainuMl, “ Hoi'll awa wi' the daft 
Sassenach ! dmxs she no liear tlie Laird biddinp^ her 
np to her ain castle, wi' her special voice, and isna 
that very mickle honour for the like o* her?” • 
Thus impelled, Captaiu^^alj^etty could only ftir a 
short space? keep a reverted eye tovv'uytls tiie gal- 
ley in wJiich he liad left tlie partner of liis military 
toils. In a few minutes afterwards he found 'him- 
self involved in the total darkin^ss of a staircase, 
which, entering from the luw-browed cavern we 
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liav« niontioric'd, wiiidod upwards through the en- 
trails of the living rock. 

“ The cursed 11 iglihiiid salvages !" muttered the 
t\!ptaiii, half aloud ; “ what is to luiconie of me, if 
(iiistavus, the namesake of the invincible Lion of 
the Protestant Leagin^, should be lamed among 
their untenty hands I’* 

“ Have no fear of that,” sai(' the voice of Sir 
Duncan, who was m'urer to him than he imagined ; 

my men are accustomed to handle horses, both 
in embarking and dres'^ing them, and you will soon 
see Gu-itavus as safe as when you last disinouutcd 
from his hack.'* 

Captain l)alg(*tty knew' the world too w'ell to 
oder any farther reinoti'^tranct*, wdiatever uneasiness 
he might suppress within his own hosoni. A step 
or two higlier up the stair show tul light anil a door, 
and an iron-griled Avicket led him out upon a gal- 
lery cut in the open f.ice of the rock, extending a 
space of ahout six or eight yards, until he readied 
a second door, w'here the path re-entered the rock, 
and Avhich Avas also* defended hyan iron portcullis. 
“ All admirabh! traverse,*’ ohserviul the (.■aptaiii ; 
“ and if coiimiaiided hy a field-piece, or even afeAv 
musket", quite siifiicient to ensure the place against 
a stiu’iuiiig part|.*’ 

Sir Duncfiii Campbell made no ansAver at the 
time ; but, the moment afterwards, aa’Ik'ti tliey had 
eiiter.Mi the second cavern, he struck with the stick 
Avhich he liad in his hand, first ou the one side, and 
then on the other of the Avicket, and the sullen 
ringing sound Avhich replied to tlie blows, made 
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Captain Dalp^ptty seiisiblo that there was a ^iin 
placed on ea<;li hide, for the purpose of nikin^ the 
lUfallery throiigli wliich they liad passed, although 
the embrasures, through which they iiiiglit he fired 
on oc<*asion, were masked on the outside with sods 
and loose stones. Having as(;end(‘d the second 
staircase, tliey foiit.d (luMiiselves again on an open 
platform and gall 'ry,vxposed to afire both of mus- 
ketry and wall-guns, it^ hidng come Avith hostile 
intent, tlu^y had veiitureil farther. A third flight 
of steps, cut in the rock like the former, hut not 
tviverned over, led them finally into the ])attery at 
the foot of the tower. This last stair also was nar- 
row and steep, and, not to mention the fire which 
might he directed on it from above, one or two 
resolute men, with pikes and battle-axes, could have 
made iaa pass good against hurulreds ; for the 
staircase Avould not admit two pers( ns abreast, and 
was not secured by any sort of balustrade, or rail- 
ing, from the sheer and abrupt pre«-ipice, on the 
foot of which the tide now polled AAuth a voice of 
tliiinder. 8o that, under the*jealous precautions 
used to secure this ancient Celtic fortress, a person 
of weak nerves, and brain liable to become dizzy, 
might have found it something diflicult to have 
achieved the entrance t<1^he casth;, even supposing 
no resistance hud been offered. 

Captain Dalgetty, too old a soldier to feel such 
tremors, had no sooner arrived in the court- yard, 
than he protested to God, the defences of Sir Diiii- 
<^aif s castle reminded him more of the notable for- 
tress of Cf^andaii, situated in the March of Bran- 
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denbiirg-, tlian of any place whilk it had been his 
fortune to defend in tlie course of his travels. Ne- 
vertheless, lie criticised considerably the mode of 
placing tlu! guns on the battery we have noticed, 
<ibserving, that where cannon were perched, like 
to scarts or sea-gulls, on the top of a rock, he hail 
ever observed that they astonished *nore by their 
noise than they dismayed by the skailh or damage 
which they o<;c,asioned.*' 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conducted the sol- 
dier into the tower; the defences of which were a 
portcullis and iron-clenched oaken door, the thick- 
ness of the w'all being the space between them. He 
had no sooin^r arrived in a hall hung with tapestry, 
than tin; Captain prosecuted his military criticism. 
It was indeed suspended by the sight of an excel- 
lent breakfast, of which he partook with gi eat avi- 
<Iity ; hut no sooner had he secured this meal, than 
he niadi; the tour of the apartment, examining the 
ground around the Castle very carefully from each 
window in the room. He then returned to his chair, 
and throwing himself back into it at his length, 
stretched out one manly leg, and tapping his jack- 
hoot with the riding-rod which he carried in his 
liand-, after the manner of a half-bred man who af- 
fects ease in the society of- his betters, he delivered 
his unasked opinion as follows : — “ This house of 
yours, now, Sir Duncan, is a very pretty defensi- 
ble so/t of a tenement, and yet it is hardly such* as 
a cavaliero of honour would expect to maintain his 
credit by holding out for many days. For, Sir 
Duncan, if it pleases you to notice, your hoiiso is 
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ovorcrowed, and or comniandod, as we 

military men say, by yoinler round liilIo< k to the 
landward, whereon an enemy mi^Iit stell such a 
battery of cannon as would iiiak(» ye j^lad to heat 
a clianiade within forty-eii^ht hours, uidess it plea- 
s<!d tlio Lonl extraordinarily to sliow mercy.'’ 

“ There islio nrad,’’ r4'pli4»d Sir Duncan, some- 
what shortly* “ l/V vdiicli cannon can he hrou^lit 
aivainst Ard4mv4)hr. The swamps ami m4»rasses 
around my house would scarce carry your liorse 
and yourself, exc4‘ptinj^ by smh paths as could he 
rendered impassaljh* within a few honrs.” 

“ Sir Duncan,” said the Captain, “ it is your 
pleasure to suppose so; and y(*t we martial men 
say* that where there is a sea-coast there* is always 
a iiak^Ml side, seeing that cannon and miiiiiti4m, 
wliere<:key cannot he transported^ by land, may he 
ri^lit easily brought hf-sea near to tli4* jdaee where 
they an; to he put in action, N4‘ither is a castle, 
liowever secure in its hituatioii, to he accounted 
altogether invincible, or, as they say, impregnable; 
for I protest t'ye. Sir Diincmi^ that I liave known 
twenty-live meit, by the mere surprise and audacity 
of the attack, win, at point of pike, as strong a 
hold as this of Aivlc'iivcdir, and put to tho sword, 
captivate, or Iiold to Uie ransom, the dc'fertders, 
being ten times their own niiniher/' ’ 

Notwithstanding Sir Duncan Campbell’s know- 
ledge of the world, and his power of conceakng his 
internal emotion, he appeared piqued and hurt at 
these reflections, wliich the Captain made witli tho 
most un^'i^nscious gravity, having merely selected 
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the subject of conversation us oiu* upon wliicli he 
tlioii^bt In nisei f capable of sliiniiii^, and, as they 
say, of layinjr d(Mvn tlio law, without exactly reenU 
lec(in»’ that the to))i<i ini^rlit not be e<|iially a<^rec- 
ab]e to bis landlord. 

To cut this matter short,” said Sir Duncan, 
with an expression of voice and coiinienance some- 
what a^-ilated, “ it is unnecessary ft)r yon to fell 
me, (’aptain Dal'j^etty, that a casth* may be stormed 
if it is mil valorou'^ly defended, or siirprisi'd if it 
is not heedfully watched. I trust this poor lioiise 
of mine will not be found in any of these predica- 
ments should even Captain J>alg^etty himself choosu 
to helea<»ucr it.” 

“ for all Unit, Sir Duncan,” answered the perse- 
veriiio' commander, ‘‘ 1 would prernonisli you, as a 
friend, to tract' 'out a sconce upon that roi..id hill, 
with a «>no(l j»vaife, or diti.i, whilk may ho easily 
accompiii.ln'd b\ compelling the laixnir of ihcj boors 
in llie vicinity ; it beinp^ tlie custom of the valorous 
Gustaviis Adolj)lnis to fight as mn(!b by the spade 
and shovel, as hy sv.ord, pike, and niuskiX. Also, 
1 would advise you to fortify the, said sconce, not 
only hy a fous fie, or ^ratfe, but also by certain 
^laclvets, or palisades.” — ere Sir Dimcan, be- 
romi.ig impatient, left tlie^*;ipartment, the Captain 
tollowiXg biin to the door, and raising bis voice as 
be retreated, until be was fairly tint of bearing.) — 
“ The wbilk stackets, or palisades, sbonUl be arti- 
fi<*ially framed with re-entering angles and loop- 
holes, or creiiellc;s, for musketry, whciroof it shall 
arise that the focmen The iJiglilaiid brute ! the 
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old ITiji^lilaiid brute I They arc as proud as poa- 
eocks, and as obstinate as tu^js — and liere he h«*is 
missed an opportunity of making his house as pret- 
ty ail irregular fortitieation as an invading army 
ever broke their t<ieth upon. — But I see/' he con- 
tinued, looking down from the window upon the 
bottom of the^precipice, they have got Giistaviis 
safe ashore — Proner .fellow ! I wouhl know that 
toss of his head among a whole squadron. I must 
go to see what they are to make of him.” 

He had no sooner reached, howc‘ver, the court 
to the seaward, and put himself in the act of dc- 
sc^ending the staircase, than two Highland senti- 
nels, advancing tlicir Lochabur axes, gave him to 
understand that this was a service of danger. 

‘‘ Diavolo !” said the soldier, “ and I have got 
no pass word. I could not speak a syllable of their 
salvage gibberish, an h were to save me from the 
provost-marshal.” 

I will be your surety. Captain Dalgetty,” said 
Sir Duncan, who had .again approached him with- 
out his observing from whence*; “ and we will go 
together, and sey how your favourite charger is 
accom mod at ed.” 

He conducted liim accordingly down the stair- 
case to the beach, and from theiicc by a short iSiirii 
behind a large rock, winch conccalccU the stables 
and other offices belonging to the castle. Captain 
Dalgetty became sensible, at the same time, that 
the side of the castle to the land was rendered to- 
tally inaccessible by a ravine, partly natural and 
-partly scarned with great care and labour, so as to 
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be only passed by a drawbridj^o. Still, liowever, iho 
Captain insisted, ii^tvvitlistandin^ the triuiiipliant 
air with whieli Sir Duncan pointed out his det’en- 
ee^*, that a sconce should be erected on Drumsnab, 
the round eminence to the cast of the castle, in 
respect the house might be annoyed from thence 
by burning bullets full of fire, shot ciit of cannon, 
according to the curious invention of Stephen 11a- 
thian, King of Poland, whereby tiiat prince utterly 
ruined the great Muscovite city of Moscow. Tiiis 
invention, Captain Dalgctty owned, he had not yet 
witnessed, but observed, “ that it would give him 
particular delectation to witness the same put to 
the proof against Ardenvohr, or any other castle 
of similar strength observing, ‘‘ that so curious 
an experiment could not but atlord the greatest 
delight to all ud'nirers of the military art.’^ 

Sir Duncan (Campbell diverted this conversation 
by carrying the soldier into his stables, and suiter- 
ing him to arrange Gustavus according to his own 
Avill and pleasure. After this duty had been care- 
fully performed, Canttiiii Dalgctty proposed to re- 
turn to the castle, observing, it was his intention to 
spend the time betwixt this and (finner, which, ho 
])resumcd, would come upon the parade iibout noon, 
ill bnrnishiiig his armour, which having sustained 
some injury ♦rom the sea-i'^ir, might, he was afraid, 
seem discreditable in the eyes of ]M‘Calluin More. 
Yet, while they were returning to the castle, lie fail- 
ed not to warn Sir Duncan Campbell against the 
great injury he might sustain by any sudden onfall 
of an enemy, whereby his horses, cattle, and gra- 
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narios, mip[ht be cut off and consiinied, to his }i^eat 
prejudice ; wliendbrc he !i}raiK> stronj^ly conjured 
him to construct a sconce upon tiie round hill calU 
vd Drunisnah, and offercil liis (two friendly servi- 
ctN in litiiii'f nut the same. To this disinti‘rested 
advice Sir Duncan only replied hy iisheriii”' his 
p[ue<>t to his apartment, and inlonnin;^; him that tho 
t(dliii|r of the ca^'tle hell would make him aware 
wlu'u dinner was ready. 
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CHAPTER XT. 

Is tins thy rasth*, llahhviii ? INIrlancholy 
Displays luT salile liariniT iVoin ll.e iloii’pm, 
Darki‘l^nl^ tin* foam of tin* Avholo siir:;c bt'neath, 
Wi*iv J a hahitanf, 1<» sco this i^loom 
I’olliit<‘ till* fao* of natiiiV) and to iioar 
Th»* c<‘as<*I»'ss sound of wavo, and seabird’s st-ream, 
]'<1 wisii int' in tli«‘ hiit th.it |»ooivsl jirasaut 
KVr franusl, to ^ivi‘ him temporary shclti'r, 

15 aowN. 


The p^allunt Ritt-inastor would wiHiuj^ly luivo 
oniployi'd Ids 'jisiiro in studying the ext'-rier of 
Sir Huncairs castle, and v* rdyinj4 his own military 
ideas upon tlie nature of its defences, lint a stout 
sentinel, who iuount(»d ^uard with a Locliaher-axe 
at the door of his apartment, p;’ave him to under- 
stand, hy very sii»id'fieaiit sijjns, that he was in a 
sort of hoiioiirahle captivity. 

It is slranire, thouuht the Ritt-inaster to Idni- 
self, liow well these salvajj^es understand the rules 
aud .practiipie of war. M"lio would have pre-sup- 
posed their^aecjuaiutaiicc hvith the maxim of the 
great and godlike Gustavus Adolphus, th.it a flag 
of truce should he lialf a messenger lialf a spy ? — 
And, ]i<aviiig fiirushed buriiishiiig Ids arms, ho sate 
down patiently to compute how much half a dollar 
per diem would amount to at the end of a si:> 

VOL. XV. K 
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months' campaifi^n ; Jiiul, wlioii he liacl settled that 
problem, proceeded to tlie morje abstruse calciila-' 
tions necessary for drawing up a brigade of two 
thousand men on the principle of extracting the 
square root. 

From Ills miisirigs, he was roused by the joyful 
sound of the (],irinor hell, on which the Highlander, 
lat(‘ly his guard, became his gentleman-usher, and 
marshalled him to the Inill, where a table with four 
covers bore ample proofs of Highland hospitality. 
Sir Duncan entered, conducting his lady, a tall, 
faded, melancholy female, dressed in deep mourning. 
They were followed by a Presbyterian clergyman, 
in his Geneva cloak, and wearing a black silk skull- 
cap, cov«?ring his short hair so closely, that it could 
scarce he seen at all, so that the unr(»strictcd ears 
had an undue pn^dominuiice in tint general aspect. 
This ungraceful fashion, was universal at the time, 
and partly led to the nicknames of roundheads, 
prick-eared curs, and so forth, which the insolence 
of the cavaliers liberally bestowed on their politi- 
cal enemies. 

Sir Duncan presented liis military guest to his 
lady, who received his technical salutation with a 
stiff and silent reverence, in which it could sparcc 
be judged whether pri^e or inelaticholy had the 
greater share. The chftrehman, to w-hoirt* he was 
next presented, eyed him with a glance of mingled 
dislike and curiosity. 

The Captain, well accustomed to worse looks from 
more dangerous persons, cared very little either for 
. those of thfc*iady or of the divine, but bent his wliole 
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soul upon nssaiiltin"* a huge piece of beef, which 
smoked at the nefher end of the tabic;. But the on- 
slaught, as he would luive termed it, was delayed, 
urtil the conclusion of a very long grace, betwixt 
every section of which Dalgetty bandied his knife 
and fork, as he might have done; his musket or pike 
when going upon action, and as often lesigned them 
unwillingly when the prolix chaplain commenced an- 
other clause of his benediction. Sir Duncan listened 
M’ith decency, tlunigh ho was supposed rather to 
have joined the Covenanters out of devotion to his 
chief, than real respect for the cause cither of liberty 
or of Presbytery, II is lady alone attended to the 
blessing, with symptoms of deep acquiescence. 

The meal was performed almost in Carthusian 
silence ; for it was none of Captain Dalgetty’s Inabits 
to employ his uioiith in talking, while it c''uld be 
more proiitably occupied. 'Sir Duncan was abso- 
lutely silent, and the lady and churchman only oc- 
casionally exchanged a few words, spoken low, and 
indistinctly. 

Hut, when the d^siics Avere removed, and their 
place supplied by liquors of varioys sorts. Captain 
Dalgetty no longer had, himself, the same weighty 
reasons for silence, and began to tire of that of the 
rest of the comp'*ny. He '’ommenced a new attack 
upon his landlord, upon the former ground. 

Touching that round monticle, or hill, or emi- 
nence, t(;rmed Driimsnab, I Avould be proud to hold 
some dialogue with you, Sir Duncan, on the nature 
of the sconce to be there constructed ; and whether 
the angles thereof should be acute or obtuse — anent 



148 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

whilk I liave luv.ird the* great Vtdt-JMaresclial Ban- 
nier hold a lc*ariu‘d arginiierit M*ith Ceiieral 'riofen- 
barli during a si ill-stand of arms.’’ 

“ Captaiii l)a]g(4ty,” answered Sir Dnncaiivery 
dryly, “ it is not oiir Highland usage to d(d)ate mi- 
litary ])oints with strangers. This eastle is like to 
liold out aga'mst a stronger enemy than any force 
which the niiiortunate gentlemen we left at Darn- 
lirivaraeli are aide to bring against it.” 

A <hM*[i sigh from the lady aeeompanied the con- 
dnsion tif her liuslK'iiid’s speech, which S(;emed to 
remind her of soin(» painful eircnmstance. 

“ IJo Avho gav(‘,” said the edergyman, addressing 
her ill a solemn tone, “ hath takmi away. May you, 
hoiionrahle lady, be long enabled to say, Blessed 
be his name I” 

"!"o ibis exlnirtiitiori, which scented intended f<ir 
her side behoof, the. la-!y answered^ by an inclina- 
tion of her head, more humble than Captain l)al- 
getty had yet observed her maki», Snjiposing he 
should now find her in a more eonversible humour, 
he proceeded to accost her. 

‘‘ It is indiibiLibly very natural that your lady- 
ship slionld be dowiieast at the mention of military 
preparations, wliilk 1 liave observed to spread.per- 
tiirbation among Avonieji. of all na,tions, and al siost 
all conditions. Nevertltcdess, l*enth(^j5ilea, in an- 
cient times, and also Joan of Arc, and others, were 
of ti different kidney- And, as I have learned .while 
J served llie Spaniard, the Duke of Alva in former 
times had the leagiier-hisses Avho followed his camp 
Wiarshalled into Uriias^ (whilk wc call regiments,) 
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and officeml and commanded by tiioso of their own 
finninine gender, and regiilatcnl by :i coimnaiider- 
in-cliiefj called in German IJnrewcubler, or, as we 
would say vernacularly, Captain of tlie Qu(*ans. 
True it is, they were persons not to be named as 
parallel to your lady. ship, being such qu(0 quaslum 
corjiorihifs furiihani^ as we sai<l of Jean Drocliiels 
at Mareschal-College ; the same whom the hVemdi 
t(‘rin riirtisanncs^ and we in Scottish*’ 

“ The lady will spare you the trouble of furllier 
exposition, (\iptain Dalgetty/’ siid his ho.st, some- 
what sternly ; to wliicli thi‘ clergyman added, that 
8ucli discour.se better heritl<*d a^Natch-tower guard- 
ed by profaiu' soldiery than (he board of an honour- 
abb* person, and the ]»ros4*nce of a lady of fjuality.” 

“ Craving your pardon. Dominie, or Do«:tor, nut 
qnocunqnc alio vomlm for 1 woid * have 

you to know 1 have studiei* p<dite letters,” said the 
unabashed envoy, fdliiig a great caip of wine, “ I 
see no ground for your reproof, seeing I did not 
speak of those ttirjws persona^, as if their f'ccupaiion 
or character was a juT^per subject of conversation 
for this la<ly’s presence, but simply par acciilcas, as 
illustrating the matter in hand, namely, tlieir na- 
tural, courage and audacity, miytli eubanced, doubt- 
less, by the desperate circumstances of their con- 
dition.” 

“ Ca])tain Dalgetty,” said Sir Duncan Campbidl, 
“ to break sliort this discourse, I mu^t acquaint 
you, tliat I have some business to dispatch to- 
night, in onler to enable me to ride with you to- 
morrow towards Iiiverary ; and therefore’* 
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“ To ride witli tliis person to-morrow I’' excliiiin- 
ed his lady ; “ such cannot be your purpose, Sir 
Duncan, unless you have forj^otten that the mor- 
row is a sad anniversary, and dedicated to as sad 
a solemnity.” 

“ I had not for^*oUen,” answered Sir Duncan ; 
“ how is it j.ossible 1 can ever forj^et ? but the 
necessity of tlic times requires I should send this 
officer onward to* Invcrary, without loss of time.” 

“ Yet, surely, not »,‘hat you should accompany 
him in person ?” enquired the lady. 

“ It were better I did,” said Sir Duncan ; “ yet 
1 «!an write to the Marquis, and follow on the sub- 
seqmmt <lay. — Captain Dalgetty, I will dispatch a 
letter for you, explaining to the Marquis of Arjj^ylc* 
your character and commission, with which you 
will please to prepare to travel U Inv(irary early 
to-inorrow morniiifr.'’ ^ 

“ Sir Duncan Camplndl,” sai<l Dalgetty, “ f am 
doubtless at your discretionary disposal in this mat- 
ter ; not the less, I pray you to remember the blot 
which will fall upcm your o^»i» escutcheon, if you 
do ill any way suH'er me, being* a commissionate 
flag of truce, to be circumvented in this matter, 
whetlier clam, vi, rel jjrecario ; I do not say by 
your assent to any wrqng done to me, but even 
through absence of an/ due care on your part t»* 
prevent the same.” 

V You are under the siifeguard of my honour, 
sir,” answered Sir Duncan Campbell, “ and that is 
more than a sufficient security. And now,” con- 
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tinued he, rising, “ I must set the example of re- 
tiring.*’ 

Dalgetty saw himself under the necessity of fol- 
lowing the hint, though the hour was early ; hut, 
like a skilful general, he availed himself of every 
instant of delay wliich circumstances permitted. 
“ Trusting to your honourable paroh'/’ said he, fill- 
ing liis cup, “ 1 drink to you. Sir Duncan, and to 
the continuance of your honourable house.” A 
sigh from Sir Duncan was tlic only reply. — “ Also, 
madam,*’ said the soldier, replenisiiing the qiiaigh 
with all possible dispatch, 1 drink t(» your ho- 
nourable health, and fulfilment of all your virtuous 
desires — and, reverend sir,” (not forgetling to fit 
the action to the words,) “ 1 fill this cup to the 
drowning of all unkindness betwixt you and (lap- 
tain Dalgetty— I should say Major — and, in respect 
the flagon contains but o»*e cup more, f driidc to 
the health of all honourable cavaliers and brave 
soldados — and, the flask being empty, 1 am ready, 
Sir Duncan, to attend your functionary or sentinel 
to my place of priva'*^ repose.” 

He received a formal permission to retire, and 
an assurance, that as the wine seenu^d to be to his 
taste, another measure of the same vintage should 
attend him presently, in order to soothe the hours 
of his rolitivle. 

No sooner had the Captain reached the apart- 
ment than this promise was fulfilled ; and, in a short 
time afterwards, the added comforts of a pasty of 
red-deer venison rendered him very tolerant both 
of confinement and want of society. The same 
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domestic, a sort of cluimberliiiii, who placed this 
good clieer in his apartment, delivered to Dalgctty 
Si psicket, sealed and tied up with a silken thresid, 
according to the custom of the time, addressed with 
many forms of respect to tlie High and Mighty 
Prince, Archibald, Marquis of Argyle, Lord of 
Lome, and s<y% forth. The chamberlain at the samo 
time apprized the llitt-master, that Ihj must take 
horse at an early hour for Jnvtnary, where tlie 
pat'het of Sir Duncan would be at once his intro- 
duction and Jiis passport. Not forgetting that it 
was his object to collect information as well as to 
act as an envoy, and desirous, for Ids own sake, to 
ascertain Sir Duncatrs reasons for sending him on- 
wanl without his personal attendance, the Uitt- 
master enquired the domestic, with all the precau- 
tion thjit his experiemee suggested/, wliat were tho 
reasons Avhich (hdfiiiied Sir Duncan at home on tho 
succeeding day. The man, who was from tho Low- 
lands, replied, that it was the habit of Sir Duncan 
and his lady to observe as a day of solemn fast and 
humiliation the anniversary v.n whitdi their castle 
had been takmi by surprise, and their children, to 
the number of four, destroyed crm;lly by a band of 
Highland freebooters during Sir Dimcaifs abseiico 
upon ail (expedition which the Afarquis of Argyle 
had iindeiTakeii against' the Macleans of the Isle of 
Mull.” 

“ Tridy,” said the soldier, “ yoiir lord and lady 
have some cause for fast and liumiliatioii. Never- 
theless, I will venture to pronounce, that if he had 
taken the advice of any experienced soldier, having 
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skill in the praetiejues of clefcndinu^ places of advan- 
tuf^e, ho would luivo built a sconce upon the small 
hill which is to the left of the draw-bri^^’f^. And 
this I can easily prove to you, mine honest friend ; 
for, holdinj^that pasty to be the castle — What’s your 
name, friend?” 

“ Lorinior, sir,” replied the man. 

“ Here is to your health, honest Loriiner. — I 
say, Loriiner — holding tliat pasty to be tlie main 
body or citadel 4»f the place to be defcMich^d, and 
taking tlie inarrow4joiie for the seunc-o to be erect- 
ed” — 

“ I am sorry, sir,” said Loriiner, interrupting 
him, that 1 cannot stay to hear the* rest of your 
demonstration; but the bcdl will presently ring. 
As worthy Mr Gram^angowl, the Marquis’s own 
chaplain, docis family worship, and only seven of 
our household out of sixt’ .persons uiidcu‘stand the 
Scottish tongue, it would misbecome any one of 
them to be absent, and greatly prejudit!e me in the 
otiinion of my lady. There are pipes and tobacco, 
sir, if you please tc) 'Irink a whilf of smokc», and if 
you want any thing else, it shall be forthcoming 
two hour.s hence, when prayers are over.” So say- 
ing,, lie lel’t the apartment. 

No sooner was lie gone, than the heavy toll of 
the castle-hell snrninonecrits inhabitants together ; 
and was aiiswijred by the shrill clamour of the fe- 
males, mixed with the deeper tones of tlie inen, as, 
talking Earse at the top of their tliroats, they hur- 
ried from ditfenmt quarters by a long but narrow 
gallery, which served as a coniinunication to many 
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rooinii, and, among others, to that in wliich Cap- 
tain Dalgetty was stationed. There thc'jr go as it* 
they were beating to the roll-rail, thought the sol- 
dier to himself ; if they all attend the parade, I will 
look out, take a mouthful of fresh air, and make 
mine own observations on the practicabilities of this 
place. 

Accordingly, when all was quiet, he opened his 
idiam her- door, and prepared to leave it, when he 
saw liis friend with the'axe advancing towards him 
from the distant end of the gallery, half whistling, 
half humming, a Ga(‘lic tune. To have shown any 
want of confidence, would have b(jen at once impo- 
litic, and unbecoming his military character ; so the 
Captain, putting the best face njxm his situation 
he could, whistled a Swedish retreat, in a toin* still 
louder than the notes of bis sentiiie? ; and retreat- 
ing pace by pace, with yn air of iiidilferencc*, as if 
his only purpose had been to breathe a little fresh 
air, lie shut tlie door in the face of his guard, when 
tlie fellow had approached within a few paces of 
him. 

It is very well, thought the Ritt-nriaster to him- 
self ; he annuls my parole by putting guards upon 
me, for, as we used to say at Marescbal-Gollvgc, 
Jides et fiducia sunt reXatv^a ;* and if he does jmt 
trust my word, I do iiof see how I aia bonnd to 
keep it, if any motive should occur for my desiring 
to depart from it. Surely the moral obligatum of 


• Notv, j». 159. Fides el fiducia siuU relativa. 
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the parole is relaxed, in as far as physical force is 
siihstitiitcd instead thereof. 

Thus coinfortin^r himself in the metaphysical 
immunities which ho deduced from the vigilance of 
liis sentinel, Kitt-master Dalgelty retired to his 
apartniont, where, amid tlie theoretical calculations 
of tactics, and the occasional more practical attacks 
on the flask and pasty, he coiisiimod the evening 
until it was time to go to repose. He was sum- 
moned by Lorimer at break of day, who gave liiin 
to understand, that, when lie had broken his fast, 
for which he produced ample materials, his guide 
and horse wcire in attendance for his journey to 
Jnverary. After complying with tlui hospitable 
hint of the chamberlain, the soldier proceeded to 
take horse. In passing through the apartments, he 
observed that tiomestics were busily employed in 
lianging the great hall wita black cloth, a ceremo- 
ny which, he said, he had seen practised when the 
immortal Gustavus Adolphus lay in state in the 
(Castle of Wolgast, ainl which, tli(;refore, he opined, 
wits a testimonial, of the strictest and deepest 
moil ruing. 

When Dalgelty mounted his steed, he found 
liintself attended, or perhaps guarded, by live or 
six Campbells, well armed /;ommanded by one, who, 
from the tai get at his shoulder, and the sliort cock's 
feather in his bonnet, its well as from tlic state which 
he took upon himself, claimed the rank of a Diinnie- 
wiissel, or clansman of superior rank ; and indeed, 
from his dignity of deportment, could not stand in 
a more distant degree of relationship to Sir Diincan, 
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than that of tenth or twelfth eoiisin at farthest. But 
it was impossible to extract positive information 
on this or any other subject, inasmuch as neither 
this commander nor any of his party spoke Kn^lisli. 
The Captain rode, ami his military attendants 
walked ; but such was their activity, and so nume- 
rous the iinpi^Himents which the nature of the road 
presented to the eqm^sO-ian mode of travellinj^, that 
far from bein" retarded by the slowness of their 
pace, his difficulty was rather in keepinj^ up with 
ids ^ui(h‘s. Ife observed that they occasionally 
watched him with a shar]> eye, as if they were jea- 
lous of some eflbrt to escape ; and om^e, as he linj^ er- 
ed behind at crossinc; a brook, one of the {fillies be- 
gan to blow the match of his pietre, giving him to 
understand that ho would run some risk in case of 
an attfMiipt to j)art company. Daigetty did not 
iiUgiir much good from close watch thus main- 
tained upon his person; hut tlnu-e was no remedy, 
for an attempt to escape from his attendants in an 
impervious and unknown country, would have been 
little short of insanity. He flicrcfon* ploddc'd pa- 
tiently on tlirongji a waste and savage wilderness, 
treading paths which were only known to the 
shepherds and cattle-drivers, and passing with much 
more of discomfort thaiiratisfactio'i many of tKi»se 
sublime comhlnatioiisofmounUiinoiis sc^merj which 
now draw visitors from every corner of England, to 
feast their eyes upon Highland grandeur, and mor- 
tify their palates upon Highland fare. 

At length they arrived on the southern verge of 
that noble ?‘ike upon which Inverary is situated ; 
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and a bugle, wliieli the Dunniewassel winded till 
rock and greeiiwocd rang, scvv^mI as a signal to a 
well-manned galley, wliicli, starting from a creek 
where it lay concealed, received tiie party on board, 
including (Tiistavus ; which sagaidous (juadriiped, 
an experienced traveller both by water and land, 
walked in and out of tlie boat with *he discretion 
of a Christian. 

Embarked on the bosom of Ldch Fine, Captain 
Dalgetly might liav'e admired one of tlie grandest 
Rcenes which naliirti alfords. Ife might have no- 
ticed the rival rivers Aray and iShiray, which pay 
tribute to the lake, 4*acli issuing from its own dark 
and woodcut n^treat. lie might have marked, on 
the soft and gentle slope that aseends from the 
shores, the noble old Gothic castle, with its varied 
outliin., emb.it th*d walls, towers, and outer and inner 
courts, wliicli, so far as tlie j,y<*tures(pie is conciTiierl 
present(‘d an aspect miudi more striking than the 
present massive and nniform mansion. lie might 
liave admired those dark woods which for many a 
mile siiiTouiided this •'troiig and princely dwelling, 
and his c*ye might Jiave dwelt on the picturesque 
peak of Duniqiioich, starting abruptly from the lake, 
and raising il> scathed brow into the mists of middle 
sky, while a solitary watch-tower, perched on its 
lop like an eagle’s nest, g ive dignity to the scene 
by awakenir»g a sense of possible danger. All these, 
HTid every other accoin])aniinent of this noble scene, 
Captain Dalgetty might have marked, if he had 
been so mindiul. Hut, to confess tlie truth, the 
gallant Captain, who had eaten nothing since day- 
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break, was ehielly intcTested by the smoke which 
ascended from the castle cliiinnf ys, and the expec- 
tations which this seemed to warrant of his en- 
couiiterinp^ an abundant stock of provant, as he was 
wont to call supplies of this nature. 

"I'lie boat soon approaclied the rugged pier, wliicli 
abutted into ^be loch from tlie little town of Inve- 
rary, then a rude assemblage of huts, >vith a very 
few stone mansions interspersed, stretching up- 
w'ards from the banks of Locli Fine to the princi- 
pal gate of tlnj castle, liefore whicdi a scene present- 
ed itself that iriight easily have quelled a less stout 
heart, and turned a more delicate stomach, than 
those of Ritt-master Dugald Dalgetty, titular of 
Drnmthwackot. 
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NOTE TO CHAPTER XL 

Noti‘, p. 154'.— Fides et eidiicia sunt kelativa. 

The military men of the times ap^reed upon deptmdencies of 
lionour, as they called them, with iill the metaphysical argil- 
mentation of civilians, or school divines. 

The English olficer, to whom Sir .lames Turner was prisoner 
after the rout at Uttoxeter, demanded his parole of honour not 
to go heyoml the walls of ]Iiill without liberty. “ lie brought 
me the message himself, » I told him 1 was ready to do so, pro- 
vide<l he removed his guards from me, i'ov fulea el Jiducia sunt 
relativa ; and, if he to<jk my word for my iidelity, he was 
obliged to trust it, otherwise, it was neislless for him to seek il, 
and in vain for me to give it; and therefore I beseeched him 
either t<» give trust to my word, Avhieh I would not bieak, or 
his own guards, who 1 supposed would not tleeeive him. La ’ 
this manner I dealt with him, bei’^iuse I knew him tobca schi^ 
lar," — Turner's MenwirSf p. 80. The English ollii er allowed 
the streiigtli of the reasoning ; but that coneise reaMUier, Crom* 
well, soon put an end to the dilemma; “ Sir James Turner 
must give his ])arole, or b'* Aid in irons.” 
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CHAPTER XIL 

For closo flrsi^ns and crooked counsels fit, 

Sii^aeioiis, liolil, JUid turbulent <d’ wit, 

Itestless, nnfixM in principle and place, 

]n power unpleased, iinjiatient in dio^^race. 

Absalom and Achitophcl. 

The villa^o of Iiivonary, novY a neat country 
town, then partook of the rudeness of tlie seven- 
teeiiUi century, in the miserable appearance of tlui 
houses, and the irn'gnhirity of tlie nnpaved street. 
Hut a stronger and more terrible^ charact(»rlstic of 
th<j period appearcid in tlie niarket-placi*, which was 
a space of irregular wi(lth,Iialf way oetwixt the har- 
bour, or pier, and tlie frowning tMStle-gate, whicli 
teruiinatc‘d with its gloomy archway, portcullis, 
and flankers, tlie upper end-of the vista. Midway 
this space was mveted a rude gibbet, on which hung 
five dead bodids, two of whicli from their dress 
seemed to have been Lowlaiulcrs, and the other 
three corpses were inullied in their TTighlaiid plaids. 
Two or three women feite under the^gallowsj wlio 
seemed to be mourning, and singing^ the coronach 
of the deceased in a low voice. But the spectacle 
was apparently <if too ordinary occurrence to have 
much interest fertile inhabitants at large, who, while 
they thronged to look at the military figure, the 
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horse of an unusual size, and tlie burnislied panoply 
of Captain Dalf^etty, seemed to l>est()\v no attemtioa 
whatever on the piteous spectacle which their own 
market-place aiforded. 

The envoy of Montrose was not quite so indif- 
ferent ; .and, hearing’ a word or two of hhiglisli 
escape from a Highlander of decent -.ppearance, he 
immediately halted Gustaviis and addressed him. 
“ The Provost-IVlarshall has been busy here, my 
friend. May 1 crave of yoi. what these delinquents 
have been justified for 

He looked towards the gibbet as he spoke ; and 
the Gael, comprehending his meaning rather by his 
action than his words, iminedialely replied, “ Three 
gentlemen caterans, — God sain them” (crossing bim- 
sc»lf) — “ twa Sassenach bits o’ bodices, that wadna 
do s(’mething that M‘Callum More bade tlietn and 
turning from Dalgetty wi*^)i an jiir of iridilierence. 
away he walked, staying no farther question. 

Dalgetty shrugged his shoulders and proceeded, 
for Sir Duncan (’ampl»eirs teiilli or twelfth cousin 
had already shown seme signs of impatience. 

At tlie gate of the castle another terrible spec- 
tacle of feudal power .awaited *bim. M'itbin a 
stockade or palisado, which seemed lately to li.ave 
been added to the <lelences of the gate, and which 
was protected by two pitaajs of light artillery, was 
a small enclosure, where stood a huge block, on 
which lay an axe. Doth were smeared with recent 
blond, and a quantity of saw-dust strewed around, 
partly retained and partly oblitm’ated the marks of 
a very late execution. 

VOL, XV. L 
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As Dalgetty looked on tliis new object of terror, 
liis principal guide suddenly twitched liim by tlie 
skirt of his jerkin, and having thus att»*{icted liis 
attention, w'inked and pointed wdth his linger to a 
poh‘ lix(Ml on the stockade, which supported a hu- 
man head, being that, doubtless, of the late sufferer. 
There was a teer on the Highlander’s face, as he 
pointed to this ghastly spe<*tach‘, which seemed to 
his fellow-traveller oininoiis of nothing good. 

Dalgetty dismounted from his horse at the gate- 
w'ay, and Oustaviis was taken froin liini without 
his being permitted to attend him to the stable, 
according to liis custom. 

Iliis gave the soldier a pang which the appara- 
tus of deatli had not conveyed. — “ Poor Gustavus !” 
said he to himself, ‘‘ if any thing but good happens 
to iiuvl had bctt(*r have left him at* Darnlinvarach 
brought him here ? mong these Highland sal- 
vages, w ho scarce know the head ot* a horse fnen 
his tail. But duty must part a man from his near- 
est and dearest — 

* W In'll tin* caiiiniiL't are roariug^, lafis, ami tlie colours ar.‘ 
flyiiitf, 

riic* lads that seek honour must iievi'r fear (lyiTi|r ; 

'riu'ii, stout ravalh'rs, let ns toil oiir hrave trade in, 

-\nd iii;ht tor the (jospel and the hold Kin|^ of Sw<‘den/’' 

Tims silencing his apprehensions wdlh 4hc but-end 
of a military ballad, lie follow'cd his guide into a 
sort of guard-room filled with armed Highlanders. 
It was intimated to him that he must remain liero 
until his arrival Avas communicated to the Manpiis. 
i o make this communication the more inttdligibJc, 
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the (lon^flity (Captain gave to llie fluniiiewassel Sir 
Diineaii (Janipbeli’s packet, desiring, as well as he 
could, by signs, that it should be delivered into the 
Marquis's own liand. His guide nodded, and with- 
drew. 

The Captain was left about half an hour in this 
place, to endure with indilference, or return with 
scorn, the inquisitive, and, at tlie same time, the 
inimical glances of the armed Cael, to wdiom his 
exterior and equipage were as much subji^ct of 
curiosity, as his person and country seemed matter 
of dislike. All this lie bore with military noncha- 
lance, until, at the expiration of the above period, a 
jiersoii dressed in black velvet, and wearing a gold 
cliain like a modern magistrate of Kdinburgh, but 
who was, in fact, steward of the household to the 
Marquis of Arjyle, entered the apiirtment, and in- 
vited, wdth solemn gravity, the Captain to foil 

him to his master s presence. 

The suite of apartments through wdiicli he pass- 
ed, wore fdled w’ith attendants or visitors of various 
descriptions, dis])osey., perliaps, with some osUmta- 
tion, in order to impress the envoy of Montrose 
with an idea of the superior power and magnificence 
belonging to the rival house of Argyle. One ante- 
room was filled with 1acc|ueys, arrayed in brown 
and ye]low.,>the c;olours oi the family, who, ranged 
in double file, gaze<i in silence upon Captain Dal- 
getty as he passed betwixt their ranks. Anot|ier 
was occupied by Higldand gentlemen and chiefs of 
small branches, who were amusing themselves with 
chess, backgammon, and other games, which they 



164 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

scarce in term it ted to gaze witli curiosity upon the 
stranger. A tliird was filled with L(»w]aud geu- 
tlenieii and oflicers, who seemed also in ivttendani^e ; 
and, lastly, the presence-chamber of the ]\]ar(|iiis 
liimself showed him attended by a levee which 
marked his high importance. 

This apartment, the folding doors of which \vere 
ojnnied for tlie receplioii of Captain Dalgetty, was 
a long gallery, de*corated with tapestry and family 
port rails, and having a \aiilted ceiling of oj)en wood- 
work, the extreme projections of the beams being 
richly carved and gilded. TJie gallery was lighted 
by Itmg lanceolated Gothic casements, divided by 
heavy shafts, and filled with painted glass, when* 
the sunbeams glimmered dimly through boars'- 
lusnls, and galleys, and batons, and swords, armo- 
rial bearings of the powerful honsc^ of Argylr, and 
j*’nblerns of the high hereditary ofliccs of Justiciary 
of Scotland, and Master of the Royal Household, 
whicli they long enjoyed. At the upper end of this 
magnificent gallery stood the Marcpiis himself, the 
centre of a splendid circle of Highland and Lowland 
geiitlmnen, all richly dressed, among whom were 
two or three of the clergy, called in, perhaps, to be 
witnesses of his lordship's zeal for the Covenant. 

The IVfarqiiis himself was dressed in the fashion 
of the period, which Vartdyke has so ojjten painted ; 
but his habit was sober and uniform in colour, and 
rather rich than gay. His dark complexion, fur- 
rowed forehead, and downcast look, gave him the 
appearance of one frequently engaged in the con- 
siaeration of important ail'airs, and who has ac- 
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qiiircd, by long hubit, ;m air of gravity and mysto- 
ry, wbiidi bo cannot shake olf even where there is 
nothing io be concealed. Tlie cast with bis eyes, 
which had procured him in the Highlands the nick- 
name of Gillespie Gnimacli (or the grim), was less 
perceptible when he lookiMl downward, which per- 
haps was one cause of his having adopted that habit. 
In person, he was tall and thin, but not without 
that dignity of deportment ainl manners, Avhich be- 
came his high rank. Something thcn*e was cold in 
his address, and sinister in iiis look, although he 
spoke and behaved with the usual grace of a man 
of such quality. He w^as adored by his own clan, 
whose advancement he had greatly studied, al- 
though he was in proportion disliked by the High- 
landers of other septs, some of whom he had alrea- 
dy strippe<l Oi* their possessions, while others con- 
ceived theinsidves in danger from hisfiitiirescht..-v.,, 
and all dreaded the height to which he was eleva- 
ted. 

We have already noticed, that in displaying him- 
self amidst his co’Uicillors, bis officers of the house- 
hold, and Jiis train of vassals, ^allies, and depend- 
ents, the Marquis of Argyle probably wished to 
make an impression on the nervous system of Cap- 
ta’n Dugald Palgetty. But that doughty person 
had fougkv, bis way, in one department or another, 
through the greater part of the Thirty Years’ VYiir 
in Germany, a period when a brave and successful 
soldier was a companion for princes. The King of 
Sweden, and, after bis example, even the haughty 
Princes of the Empire, had found themselves tain. 
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frequently to compound with their dignity, and 
silence, when they could not satisfy, the pecuniary 
claims of tlieir soldiers, hy admitting tln^iii to un- 
usual privileges and familiarity. Captain Dugald 
Dalgetty had it to boast, that he liad sate with 
princes at feasts made for monarchs, and therefore 
W'as not a person to bo brow-beat even by the dig- 
nity wbi<-}i surrounded M‘Callum More. Indeed, 
he was naturally by no means the most modest man 
ill tlui world, but, on the contrary, had so good an 
opinion of liiiiiself, that into whatever company he 
ciiaiiced to he thrown, he was always proportionally 
elevated in his own conceit ; so that he felt as much 
at ease in the most exalted society as among his own 
ordinary companions. In this high opinion of his 
own rank, he was greatly fortified by bis ideas of 
the niil,iMry profession, which, in his phrase, made 
i; .vdiuiit cavalier a (*.ainait4do to an emperor. 

When iiitrodiicod, therefore, into the Marquis’s 
presoTicc-charnber, he advanced to the upper end 
with an air of more confidence than grace, and 
would have gone close up to AtgyUfs person be- 
fore speaking, had •not the latter waved his hand, 
as a signal to him to stop short. Captain Dalgetty 
did so accordingly, and having made his iniliLory 
congee with easy confideijce, be tln:s accosted the 
Marquis : ‘‘ Give you goo^ morrow, my lord — or 
rather I should say, good even ; Beso a usied los 
manos, as the Spaniard says.” 

“ Who are you, sir, and what is your business ?” 
demanded the Afarquis, in a tone which was intend- 
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<m 1 to iiiteiTiipt tlio oUtiiisivx* rainiliarity of tin* sol- 
dier. 

“ That, is a fair interroc^ative, my lord,*’ answer- 
ed Dalf^eity, which I shall fertinvith answer as 
hecoim^s a cavalic^r, and that pvrviH 2 )torie, as \vc used 
to say at lVIarc»schal-ColIeu^e.” 

“ See who or what ho is, Neal,’* said tho Mar- 
quis sternly, to a gentleiiiaii who stood near him. 

“ 1 will save the hoiiourahle p^entlernan the la- 
bour of investigation,*’ continiuMl the Claptain. I 
am Diif^ald J)al^etty, of Driimthwacket, that 
slioiild he, late Kitt-inaster in various services, and 
now Major of I know not what or whose regiment 
of Jrish(‘s ; and T am come with a Hag of triua; from 
a high and powerful lord, Janies iCarl of Afontrose, 
and other noble persons now in arms for his Ma- 
jesty. And so, God save King Charles !** 

“ J>«> you know wherii you are, and tho dar;^''- 
of dallying with us, sir,” again di>manded the Mar- 
quis, “ that you reply to me as if I w'ere a child or 
a fool ? The Earl of Montrose is with the Eng- 
lish maligriants ; andd suspec.t you are one of those 
Irish runagates, wdio are come into tliis country to 
burn and slay, as they did under Sir Plielim O’- 
Neale.** 

“* My lord,” replied Captain Dalgetty, “ I am no 
renegade, tjiougji ji Major of Irishes, for which I 
might refer your lordship to the invincible Gusta- 
vus Adolphus the Lion of the North, to Baiiiiier, 
to Oxensliern, to tlie warlike Duke of Saxe-Wei- 
inar, Tilly, Wallenstein, Piccoloniini, and other 
great captains, both dead and living ; and touching 
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the iioblo Eiirl of iVIontrosi*, 1 pray your lordsliip 
to peruse in y full powers -for treatiiij^ with 

you in the name of that ri^ht lionour'ble com- 
mander.” 

The Afarqiiis looked sliu^htinj^ly at the sit^ned and 
sealed paper whie.h Captain Dalg’etly hainled to 
him, and, throwiii<r it with contempt upon a table, 
iiskt^d thosci around him wliat he deservc;d who came 
as the avowed envoy and ag’ent of malignant trai- 
tors, in arms against the state ? 

A liigh gallows and a short shrift,” \vas tlic 
ready answer of oik? of the bystanders. 

“ 1 will crave* of that honourable cavalier who 
liath last spoken,” said Dalgetty, “ to be less hasty 
in forining his conclusions, and also of your lord- 
shi[) to be cautelous in adopting tlie sann*, in re- 
spect^s^iich threats are to be held o ’t only to base 
*>:^ignos, and not to me’' of spirit and action, who 
an* bound to peril themselves as frc‘ely in services 
of this nature, as upon sieges, battles, or onslaughts 
of any sort. And albeit I liave not with me a 
Irumjiet, or a white Ihig, in rtK,j[ 4 e<*t our army is not 
yet equipped with its full appointments, yet tin* 
lionourable cavaliers and your lordship must con- 
cede unto me, that the sanctity of an envoy who 
coineth on matter of truce or parlp, corisisteth jiot 
in the fanfare of a trumjfct, whilk is bfit a sound, 
or in the flap of a white flag, whilk is but an old 
rag .in itself, but in the confidence reposed by the 
party sending, and the party sent, in the honour of 
those to whom the message is to be carried, and 
their full reliance that they will respect the jus gen- 
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tium, as wcol as the law of arms, in the persoii of 
the coriimissioiiiitc‘.’’ 

“ You are not come hither to lecture us upon tlie 
law of arms, sir,*’ said the Marquis, “ which neitht*r 
does nor can apply to rebids and insur^^ciits ; but to 
sulVer the penalty of y<Hir insolence and folly for 
bringinf^ a traitorous message to the ‘Lord Justice 
General of Scotland, whose duty calls upon liiin to 
punish such an olfoiico with death/' 

“ Gentlemen,*' said the Captain, who began miicli 
to dislike the turn which his mission siMuned about 
to lake, “ I pray you to reimmiber, that the Earl 
of Montrose will hohl you and your possessions 
liable for wlnitever injury my person, or my horse, 
sliall sustain by tln*se iiiis<‘endy ])roceedings, and 
that he will be justiiied in executing retributive 
vengeance on y».nr persons and possessions.’* 

This menace was reiM»ivc I with a st'^oriiftil langb, 
while one of the Caiiiphells replied, “ It is a far cry 
to lioehow ;’* a proverbial ex])rcssion of the tribe, 
meaning tliat their ancient Inu'editary domains lay 
beyond the reach of an invading enemy. “ lint, 
gentlemen,” furtlier urged the iiiifqrtnnate Captiiin, 
who was unwilling to be condemned, without at 
least the bein^iit of a full hearing, altliough it is 
not for me to say, bow far it may be to Locbow, in 
respect 1 am.'Ji stranger to fhese parts, yet, what is 
^ more to the purpose, 1 trust you will admit that I 
have the guarantee of an honourable gentleman jof 
your own name, Sir Duncan Campbell of Arden- 
vohr, for my safety on this mission ; and I pray 
you to observe, that in breaking the truce towards 
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TRO, you will liiglily pivjiulii iile liis honour and fair 
tame/' < 

This seemed to he new information ^o many of 
the gentlemen, for they s]»oke aside witli eacli other, 
and the Mai*«|iiis\s face, notwithstanding his power 
of suppressing all external signs of his passions, 
showed impiKienee and vexation. 

“ Does Sir Diinean of Anlenvohr pledge his ho- 
nour for tliis person's safety, my lord said one of 
tlie (‘.onipany, addressing the Marcjiiis. 

“ I do not Ihdieve it,” answered the INfarrpiis ; 
“ hilt I have not yet liad time to read liis letter.” 

We will pray your lordship to do so,” said 
another of the Caniphells ; “ oiir name must not 
sufler discredit through the means of such a fellow 
as this.” 

‘‘ A dead fly,” said a clergyman^, maketh the 
o*’^tment of the apothe#*ary to stink.” 

“ Reverend sir,” said Captain ’Dalgetty, “ in 
respect of the use to he derived, I forgive you the 
unsavouriness of your comparison ; and also remit 
to the gentleman in tlie red Unmet, the disparaging 
epithet jWow which he has discourteously ap- 
plied to me, who am no way to be distinguished 
by the same, unh»ss in so far as I have been called 
fellow-soldier by the great Gustavus Adolphus, the 
Lion of the North, aiu^ other choice comipanders> 
both in Germany and the Low Countries. 13iit, 
touching Sir Duncan Campbelfs guarantee of iny 
safety, I will gage my life upon his making niy 
words good thereanent, when he comes hither to- 
morrow.” 
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“ If Sir Duncan be soon exjx'cted, iny lord,” said 
one of the intercessors, “ it would be a pity to an- 
ticipate nifalters with this poor man.” 

Besides that,” said another, “ yoiir lordsliip — 
I speak with rcvereneti — shoidd, at least, consult 
the Kniglit of Ardonvolir s letter, and learn the 
terms on which this Major Dalgettv', as he calls 
himself, has been sent hither by him.” 

They clostid around the Manpiis, and conversed 
togetlier in a low tone, both in Gaelit; and Kn^rlish. 
The patriarchal power of the (Chiefs was very f^re<at, 
and that of the Marrpiis of Arf^yle, armed with all 
bis grants of hereditary jurisdiction, was particu- 
larly absolute. But there interferes soims clicck of 
one kind or other even in the most despotic go- 
vernment. That which mitigated the power of the 
Celtic Cliiefs, mtS the necessity which they lay^un- 
der of conciliating the kim .nen, M'ho, under the/.:, 
led out the lower orders to battle, and who formed 
a sort of council of tin* tribe in time of peace. The 
JMarqiiis on tliis occasion thought himself under the 
necessity of atteiidiiV{3‘*to the remonstrances of this 
senate, or more properly Courotd^ai, of the name 
of Campbell, and, slipping out of the circle, gJive 
orders for the prisoner to bo removed to a place of 
secii’*ity. 

“ PrisLone. !” exclaimed ‘Dalgetty, exerting him- 
self with such force as well nigh to shake off two 
llighbinders, who for some minutes past had wait- 
ed the signal to seize him, and kept f(»r that pur- 
pose close at his back. Indeed the soldier had so 
nearly attained his liberty, that the Alarquis of 
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Argylc chaiiffod colour, and stpj)p(Ml back two paces, 
laying, however, his hand on iiis sword, while se- 
veral of his clan, with ready devotion, ti.rew them- 
selves betwixt him and tlui appreliended vengeance 
of the prisoner, lint the Highland guards w(*re 
too strong to be sliakcm off*, and the unlucky Cap- 
tain, after having bad his offensive weapons taken 
from him, was dragged off' and conducted through 
st‘veral gloomy passages to a small side-door grated 
with iron, within which was another of wood. These 
were opened by a grim old Highlander Avith a long 
white beard, and displayed a v<‘ry steep and nar- 
row flight of steps h‘ading downward. The Cap- 
tain’s guards pushed him down two or three steps, 
then, unloosing his arms, left him to grope his way 
to the bottom as he could; a task Avhich became 
difl^cult and even dangerous, AvlieA the two doors 
htTing successively locked left the prisoner in total 
darkness. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Whatever straiiffor \isit5> lieiT, 

We jiity his sad ras<‘, 

I ' liless to w<»rship he draw near 
The Kiiii; of Kiiiijw- his Grace. 

liiiuNs's J‘'jji"rani on a Vii>it in Inverary. 


The Captain, finding liiinsolf doprivod of light 
in the inaiinor wo liavo dosoribed, and placed in a 
very iinc.or(ain situation, proc<‘odod to descend tlie 
narrow and broken stair with all the caution in bis 
power, hoping, that be might find at tb<‘ bottom 
some place to repose himself. But with all hisV^re 
be could not finally avoid making a false step, wbicli 
brought him down the four or five last steps too 
hastily to preserve his ec|uilibriijm. At the bottom 
he* stumbled over a biNndlo of something soft, which 
stirred and uttered a groan, so deranging the Cap- 
tains descent, that he floundered forward, and 
finally fell upon his hands and knees on the floor 
of a damp and stone-pjived dungeon. 

^Vhe?i Dslgetty had recovered, his first demand 
M'.as to know over whom he had stumbled. 

“ He was a man a month since,” answered a hol- 
low and broken voice. 

“ And what is he now, then,” said Oalgetty, 
“ that he thinks it fitting to lie upon the lowest 



174 


TALKS OF MY LANDLORD. 


Step of the stairs, and rlow cl U]> like a hiirehiii, tliat 
honourable <^avaliers, wlio ehai-ce to be in trouble, 
may break their noses over him ?” 

“ AVhat is he now?” replied the same voice ; 
“ he is a wretclied trunk, from which tlie boiiglis 
have one by one been lopped away, and which cares 
little how s(.on it is torn iij) and hewed into billets 
for the furiiact*.” 

Friend,” said Oalgetty, “ I am sorry for yon ; 
luit jmlivuziiy as the Spaniard says. If yon had 
but been as quiet as a log, ;is you call yoursc'lf, I 
should have saved some excoriations on my hands 
and knees.” 

“ You are a soldier,” replied his fellow-prisoner; 
“ do you complain on account of a fall for which a 
boy would not bemoan himself?” 

A soldier ?” said the Captuiiv; and how do 
know, in this curs**d dark cavern, that 1 am a 
soldier?” 

“ 1 heard your armour clash as you fell,” replied 
the prisoner, “ and now I see it glimmer. When 
you have remained as loiigius 1 in this darkness, 
your eyes will distinguish the smallest eft that 
crawls on the floor.” 

“ I had rather the devil picked them out !” said 
Dalg('tty ; “ if this be the case, I shall wish for a 
short turn of the rope, IksoldicT s prayf^r, an<l a leap 
from a ladder, lint what sort of provaiit have 
you got here — what food, I mean, brother in af- 
fliction ?” 

“ Bread and water once a-day,” replied the voice. 
Pri* thee, friend, let me taste your loaf,” said 
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Dal^otty ; “ 1 hope we shall play g(»o(l comrades 
while we dwell to^»ther in this aboiniiiahle pit.’' 

“ The loaf and jar of water/' answered the other 
prisoner, “ stand in the corner, two steps to vonr 
ri^ht hand. Take them, and welcome. With earlli- 
ly food I have welJni^h done.'’ 

Dalgelty did not wait for a secord invitation, 
hut, gropinp^ out the ]>rovislons, began to munch 
at the stale black oaten loaf with as much hearti- 
ness as we have seen him play his part at better 
viands. 

“ This bread,” he said, muttering, (with his mouth 
full at the same time,) is not vi*ry savoury ; ne- 
vertheh'ss, it is not iiiiich worse than that which 
we ate at the famous leaguer at Werben, where 
the vtilorous Gustaviis foihnl .all the eflbrts of the 
celebrated Tilly, that terribhi old hero, who had 
driven two kings out of the field — n.ainely, F C ’di- 
nand of Hoheiiiia and Christian of Diminark. And 
aiieiit this water, which is none of the most sweet, 
I drink in the same to your speedy deliverance, 
comrade, not forgt^ttvig mine own, and devoutly 
wishing it were lilienisli wine, or humming Lu- 
beck b(*er, at the least, were it buf in honour of the 
pledge.” 

While Dalgetty ran on in this Avay, liis teeth 
kept time with his tongue, .aid he speedily finished 
the provisions which the benevolence or indiller- 
cnce of his companion in misfortune had abandon- 
ed to his voraiiity. When this task was accohi- 
plished, he wrapped himself in his cloak, and seating 
himself in a corner of the dungeon in which he 
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could obtiiin a support on each side, (for he had 
always been an admirer of elboiv-chairs, he remark- 
ed, even from liis youth upward,) he be^aii to 
question his fellow-captive. 

“ Mine honest friend,” said he, you and I, l)e- 
iri^* c.onirades at bed and board, should be better 
acquainted, c I am Dugald Dal^etty of Driim- 
thwacket, and so forth, Major in a regiment of 
loyid Irishes, ami Envoy Extraonlinary of a High 
and Mij^hty Lord, .Jaires Earl of Monirose. — Pray, 
wJiat may your name be?” 

“It will avail you little to know,” replied his 
more taciturn (*ompanion. 

“ Let me ju(lf>*i' of that matter,” answered the 
soldi<*r. 

“ Well, then — Ranald MacEagh is my name — 
that is, Ranald Son of tlui Mist.” ^ 

^Son of tluj Mist !” ^ejaculated Dalgetty. “ Son 
of utter darkness, say I. But, Ruiiald, since that 
is your name, how came you in possession of the 
provost’j court of guard ? what the devil brought 
von here, that is to say?” « 

“ My misfortunes and my crimes,” answere<l 
Ranahl. “ Knotv ye the Knight of Ardenvohr ?” 

“ 1 do know that honourable person,” replied 
Dalgetty. 

“ But know ye whe^ he now is ?”, reydied Ra- 
nald. 

“ Fasting this day at Ardenvohr,” answered the 
Eiivoy, “ that he may feast to-morrow at Iiiverary ; 
ill which last purpose if he chance to fail, my lease 
of human service will be something precarious.” 
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“ Then let liiiu know, one claims his interces- 
sion, who is his worst foe and his best friend,” an- 
swered Ranald. 

‘‘-Truly I shall desire to carry a less questionable 
message,” answered l)alq;etty. “ Sir Duncan is not 
a person to play at readiii*^ riddles with.” 

“ Craven Saxon,” said the prisoner “ tell him I 
am the raven that, fifteen years since, stooped on 
his tower of strength and the pledges he had left 
there — I am the hunter that finuul out the w'olf's 
den on the rock, and destroyed Ids oftsjiriiig — I am 
the leader of the band which surprised Arden vohr 
yesterday was fifteen yeai’s, and gave his four child- 
ren to the sword.” 

“ Truly, my honest friend,” said Dalgetty, “ if 
that is your best rceomnieiidation to Sir J)iincaifs 
favour, 1 would pretermit my pleading thereupon, 
ill respect 1 liavo observed that even the aid nai 
creation are incensed against those who intromit 
wdth their oftspriiig forcibly, much more any ra- 
tional and Christian creatures, who have had vio- 
lence done upon their small family. Jhit 1 pray 
you in courtesy to t^ell me, whether you assailed 
the castle from the hillock called Driimsiiab, whilk 
I i]|>hold to be the true point of attack, unless it 
were to be protected by a sconce.” 

“ We ascended the cliff ’ y ladders of withies or 
saplings, ' said the prisoner, “ drawn up by an ac- 
complice and clansman, who had served six months 
ill the castle to enjoy that one night of unlimited 
vengeaiice. The owl whooped around us as we 
liiiiig betwixt heaven and earth; the tide roared 

VOh. XV. M 
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against tlie foot of the ro(‘k, and dashed asunder 
our skiff, yet no man’s heart failed him. In the 
morning tliero was hlood and aslies, where there 
had been peace and joy at tlie sunset.” 

“It was a pretty e.aniisade, I doubt not, Ranald 
MacKagli, a very siiilicient onslaught, and not un- 
ivorthily dis^lmrgcd. Nevertheless, 1 would have 
pressinl the house from that little hillock called 
Driimsnab. But yours is a pretty irregular Scy- 
thian fashion of W’arfare, Ranald, niucli resembling 
that of Turks, Tartars, and other Asiatic people. — 
But the reason, my friend, the cause of this war — 
the Ulcrrima causa, as I may say ? Deliver me that, 
Ranald.” 

“ W 0 had been pushed at by the M^Aulays, and 
other western tribes,” said Ranald, “ till our pos- 
sessions became unsafe for us.” 

% Ah ha 1” said Dalgetty ; “ I have faint remem- 
brance of having hearu of that matter. Did you 
not put bread and cheese into a man’s mouth, when 
he had never a stomach wdiereunto to transmit the 
same ?” 

“ You have lieard, then,” sslid Ranald, “ the tale 
of our revenge dn the haughty forester ?” 

“ I bethink me that I have,” said Dalgetty, “ and 
that not of an old date. It was a merry jest* that, 
of cramming the bread uito the ocad man's mouth, 
but somewhat too wild and salvage' for civilized 
acceptation, besides w'asting the good victuals. I 
have seen when at a siege or a leaguer, Ranald, a 
living soldier would have been the better, Ranald, 
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for tliat rriist of broad, wiiilk you throw away on a 
doad pow.” 

“ W'o wore attaokod by Sir niinran,” rontiniUMl 
JMacEap^li, and luy brotlior was slain — Jiis lioad 
was withering on the battlements wliieli we scaled 
— I vowed revenge*, and it is a vow I liave never 
broken.” 

“ It may be so,” said Dalgetty ; « and (*vory tho- 
rough-bred soldier will confi *ss that ri‘Vi*iig(* is a 
sweet morsel ; but in what manner this story will 
interest Sir Diincau in your jiistilication, unless it 
should move him to iiiterci*de witli the Manpiisto 
change the manner thereof from hanging, or simple 
suspension, to breaking your limbs on the roue or 
wheel, witli the c«)ulter of a plough, or otherwises 
putting you to death by torture, siirpass(*s rny com- 
prehension. Were I you, llauald, I would he for 
miskenniiig Sir Duncan, keeping my own secret, 
and departing quietly by siiirocatiun, like your an- 
cestors before you.” 

“ Yet hearken, stranger,” said the Il'igldander. 
“ Sir Duncan of Acdeiivohr had four cliildren. 
Three died under our dirks, but the fourth sur- 
vives; and more would lie give to dandle on his 
knee the fourth child which remains, than to rack 
tliese old hones, which care little for the utmost in- 
dulgence; of.his wrath. Ode word, if I list to speak 
it, could turii his day of humiliation and fasting into 
a day of thankfulness and rejoicing, and breaking 
of bread. O, I know it by my own heart ! Dearer 
to me is the child Kenneth, who chaseth the but- 
terfly on the banks of the Aven, than ten sons who 



180 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

are mouldering in or are preyed on by the 

fowls of the air.” 

“ I presume, Ranald,” continued Dalgf'tty, “ that 
llie three pretty lellows whoTU I saw yonder in the 
market-place, strung up by the head like rizzerd 
haddocks, claimed some interest in you ?” 

There w'as a brief pause ere the Highlander re- 
plied, in a tone of strong emotion, — “ They were 
my sons, stranger — they were my sons ! — blood 
of my blood — born* of my hone ! — fleet of foot — 
unerring in aim — iin vanquished by foemen till the 
sons of Diarmid overcame them by numbers ! Why 
do 1 wish to survive them ? The old trunk will 
less feel the rending up of its roots, than it has felt 
the lopping olf of its graceful boughs. Hut Kenneth 
must be trained to revenge — the young eagle must 
learn from the old how to stoop oi: his foes. 1 will 
purchase for his sake iry life and my freedom, by 
discovering my secret to the Knight of Ardenvohr.” 

‘‘ You may attain your end more easily,” said a 
third voice, mingling in the conference, “ by en- 
trusting it to me.” 

All lJighlaiide,rs are superstitious. “ The Enemy 
of Mankind is among us I” said Ranald MacEagh, 
springing to his feet. His chains clattered as he 
rose, while he drew himself as far as they permitted 
from the quarter whence the voice appuareJ to pro- 
ceed. His fear in some degree communicated it- 
self to Captain Dalgetty, who began to repeat, in 
a sort of polyglot gibberish, all the exorcisms he 
had ever heard of, without being able to remember 
more than a word or two of each. 
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‘‘ In nomine domini, as we said at Afarcschal 
College — santissima madre di dios, as the 8|)ani<*ird 
has it — alls gnten ychter lohen den Herrn^ saith the 
blessed Psalmist, in Dr Luther s translation”— 
“ A truce with your exorcisms,” said the voice they 
had heard before; ‘‘ though I come strangely among 
you, I am mortal like yourselves, and my assistance 
may avail you in your present s^reight, if you tire 
not too proud to be counselled.” 

While the stranger thus spoke, he withdrew the 
shade of a dark lantern, by whose feeble light Dal- 
getty could only discern that the speaker who had 
thus mysteriously united himself to their company, 
;ind mixed in tlu^ir conversation, was a tall man, 
dressed in a livery cloak of the Marquis. His first 
glance was to his feet, but he saw neither the clo- 
ven foot whicli Scottish legends assign to the foul 
fiend, nor the horse’s hoof by which he is distin- 
guished in Germany, His first enquiry was, how 
the stranger had come among them ? 

“ For,” said he, “ the creak of these rusty bars 
would have been iieard had the door been made 
patent; and if you pjissed through the keyhole, 
truly, sir, put what face you will on it, you aro 
not* fit to bo enrolkid in a regiment of living men.” 
“ I reserve my secret.’> answered the stranger, 
until you shall merit the discovery by communi- 
cating to me some of yours. It may be that 1 shall 
be moved to let you out where I myself came in.” 

“ It cannot be through the keyhole, then,” said 
Captain Dalgetty, ‘‘ for my corslet would stick in 
the passage, were it possible that my head-piece 
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eolild get through. As for secrets, I have none of 
my own, and but few appertaining to otiicrs. But 
impart to us wliat secrets you desire to know; 
or, as Professor Sniifflegreek used to say at the 
Maresclial-College, Aberdeen, speak that I may 
know thee.” 

<< It is not with you i have first to do,” replied 
the stranger, turning his ligJit full on the wild and 
wasted features, and the large limbs of the High- 
lander, Ranald MacKagh, who, close drawn up 
against tluj walls of tin? dungeon, seemed yet un- 
certain whetlier his guest was a living being. 

« I have brouglit you something, my friend,” said 
the stranger, in a more soothing tone, “ to mend 
your fare ; if you are to die to-morrow, it is no 
reason wherefore you should not live to-night.” 

<‘/Nonc at all — no reason in the creation,” re- 
]dicd the ready Captain Dalgetty, v.dio forthwith 
began to unpack llie contents of a small basket 
wliicli the stranger had brouglit under his cloak, 
while the ITiglilander, cither in suspicion or disdain, 
paid no attention to the good cheer. 

“ Here’s to tlu’e, my friend,” said the Captain, 
who, liaving already dispatched a huge piece of 
roasted kid, was now taking a pull at the wine- 
fiask. “ What is thy luvne, my good friend?’ 

“ IMiirdoch Campbell, sir,” answered tlie servant, 

a lackey of the Marquis of Argyle, and occa- 
sionally acting as under-warden.” 

Then here is to thee om;e more, Murdoch,” 
said Dalgetty, ‘‘ drinking to you by your proper 
name for the better luck sake. This wine I take 
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to bo Calcavellif. Woll, honest Murdoch, I take it 
on mo to say, thoa dosorvost to bo upper-warden, 
since thcr i showost thyself twenty times better ac- 
quainted with the way of victualling honest gentle- 
men that are under misfortune, than thy principal. 
Bread and water? out upon him I It was enough, 
Murdoch, to destroy the credit of the IVIarqiiis’s 
dungeon. But 1 see you would converse with my 
friend, Ranald MacKagh liere. iMever mind iny pre- 
sence ; 1*11 get me into this corner with tlie basket, 
and I will warrant my jaws make noise enough to 
prevent my ears frotn hearing you.** 

Notwithstanding this promise, however, the ve- 
teran listened with all the attention lie could to 
gather their discourse, or, as he described it him- 
self, laid his ears bat^k in his neck, like Gustaviis, 
when he lieard the key turn in the girnell-kist.** He 
could, therefore, owing ♦ > the narrowness oi the 
dungeon, easily overhear the followifig dialogue. 

“ Are you aware, Son of the Mist," said the 
Campbell, ‘‘ that you will never leave this place 
excepting for tho gibbet ?” 

“ Those who are dearest to me,*’ answered Mac- 
Eagh, “ have trode that path before me." 

‘f Then you would do nothing,** asked the visitor, 
to shun follov^dng them ?*’ 

The pr^aoner writhed' himself in his chains be- 
fore returning an answer. 

“ I would do much,’* at length he said ; “ not for 
my own life, but for the sake of the pledge in the 
glen of Strath- Aven.” 

And what would you do to turn away the bit- 
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terness of the h(»ur ?” aguln clcmii^cled Murdoch ; 
“ 1 care not for what cause ye i.iean to shun it.*' 

1 would do what a man might do, and still call 
himself a man." 

“ Do you call yourself a man,” said the interro- 
gator, “ who have done the deeds of a wolf?” 

“ I do,** ans^vered the outlaw ; “ I am a man like 
my forefathers — while wrajit in the mantle of peace, 
we were lambs — it was rent from us, and ye now 
rail us wolves. Give us the huts ye have burned, 
our children whom ye have murdered, our widows 
whom ye have starved — collect from tin* gibbet and 
the pole the mangled carcasses, and whiu^ned skulls 
of our kinsnuui — bid them live and bless us, and 
we will be your vassals and brothers — till then, h*t 
death, and blood, and mutual wrong, draw a dark 
veil of division between us.’* 

“ You will then do m'thiiig for your liberty,” 
said the Campbell. 

“ Any thing — hut call myself the friend of your 
tribe,*’ answered MacKagh. 

“ Wo scorn the friendship -of banditti and ca- 
terans,” retorted Murdoch, and would not stoop 
to accept it. — What I demand to know from you, 
in exchange for your liberty, is, where the daughter 
and heiress of the Knight of Ardenvohr is now ta 
be found?** ^ 

“ That you may wed her to some beggJirly kins- 
man of your great master,” said Uanald, “ after, the 
fashion of the Children of Diarmid ! Does not the 
valley of Glcnor(][uhy, to this very hour, cry shame 
on the violence offered to a helpless infant whom 
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her kinsmen were conveying to the court of the 
Sovereign ? Wert not her escort compelled to hide 
her henenth a cauldron, round which they fought 
till not one remained to tell the tale ? and was not 
the girl brought to this fatal castle, and afterwards 
tvedded to the brother of M‘C!!alliim More, and all 
for the sake of her broad lands ?”* 

And if the tale be true,*' said Murdoch, “ she 
liad a ])referment beyond what the King of Scots 
would have conferred on lier. But this is far from 
the purpose. The daughter of Sir Duncan of Ar- 
denvohr is of our own blood, not a stranger ; and 
who has so good a right to know her fate as M^Cal- 
liim Afore, the chief of her clan ?'* 

“ It is on his part, then, that you demand it?” 
said the outlaw. The domestic of the Alarcjuis as- 
sented. 

“ And yon will jiractise .no evil against the maid- 
en ? — I have done her wrong enough already.” 

“ No evil, upon the >vord of a Christian man,” 
r< ‘piled Afurdoch. 

“ Ami my gmtrdivi is to be life and liberty ?” 
said the Child of the Alist. 

“ Such is our paction,” replieJ the Campbell. 

“ Then know, that the child whom I saved out 
of compassion at the sj)oiling of her father s tower 
of strergtlvwas bred as aA adopted daughter of our 
tribe, until we were worsted at the pass of Ballen- 


• Such a story is told of the heiress of the, clan of Calder, who 
w’as made prisoner in the manner described, and afterwavtU 
wedded to Sir Duncan Campbell, from whi|:h union the Cam^)- 
hells of Caw<lor have their descent. 
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diithil, by the fietul inr«'irriate and mortal enemy of 
oiir tribe, Allan APAulay of tlu. Jiloody hand, and 
by the horsemen of Lennox, under the heir of 
Menteith,” 

“ Fell slie into the power of Allan of the Bloody 
hand,” said Miirdoeli, ‘‘ and she a reputed daughter 
of thy tribe ? Tlnni her blood has gilded the dirk, 
and thou hast said nothing to rescue thine own for- 
feited life.” 

“ If my life n‘st on hers,” answered the outlaw', 
“ it is secure, for slie still surviv(»s ; but it has a 
more insecure reliance — the frail promise of a son 
of Diarniid.” 

“ That promise shall not fail yoii,’^ said the 
Campbell, “ if you can assure me that she survives, 
and w’here she is to be found.’^ 

“ In the Castle of Darnlinvarac]» ” said Ranald 
MacEagh, “ under the name of Annot Lyle. J 
have often heard of her from my kinsmen, wdio have 
again appr(»acht;d their native woods, and it is not 
long since mine old eyes beheld her.” 

“ You !” said Murdoch, in ustonishment, “ you, 
a cliief among the (children of the Mist, and ven- 
tured so near your mortal foe ?” 

“ Son of Diarmid, I did more,” replied the out- 
law ; “ I was in the hall of the castle, disgiiiset’ as 
a harper from the wnld Chores of Skiaaacb. Aly 
purpose was to have plunged my dirk in the body 
of the M‘ Aiilay wnth the Bloody hand, before w:hom 
our race trembles, and to have taken thereafter wdiat 
fate God should smid me. But I saw Annot Lyle, 
even when my hand was on the hilt of my dagger* 
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She touched her chiirshach* to a son^ of the Child- 
ren of the Mist, wliicli she had learned when her 
dwelling w.is amongst ns. The woods in which we 
had dwelt pleasantly, rustled their p^reen leaves in 
the sonpc, and our streams w’ere tlu*re with the sound 
of jdl their waters. My hainl forsook the dagger ; 
the fountains of mine eyes were opened, and the 
liour of revenge passed aw^ay. — And now, Son of 
Diartnid, Inave I not paid the raii'^om of iiiy head?” 

“ Ay,” replied Murdoch, “ if your tale he true; 
but what j)roof can you assign for it ?” 

“ Ih'ar witness, heaven and earth,” exclaimiid llic 
oulla>v, “ he already looks how he may step over 
his word !” 

iVot so,” replied Murdoch ; “ every promise 
shall he kept to you when I am assured you have 
told me th(i triiJi. — Hut I must spejik a few words 
with your coniDanion in captivity.” 

“ J<\air and false — ever fair ami false,” muttered 
the prisoner, as he threw himself onc.e more on the 
door of his dungeon. 

Meauwhih*, Captvih Dalgetty, who had attend- 
ed to every word of this dialogue^ w as making his 
own remarks on it in private. “ What the henker 
can tliis sly fellow' have to say to me ? I have no 
child, either of my owm, so far as 1 know', or of any 
other persoh.^ to tell him a tale about. But let him 
come on — he will have some mameuvring ere he 
turn the flank of the old soldier.” 

Accordingly, as if he hiid stood pike in hand to 
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ck*f(>Ti(l a broacli, lie waited wifli caution, but with- 
out fear, the commeTic.einent oi the attack. 

You are a citizen of the world, T: ptaln Dal- 
gctty,” said Murdoch (Jainpbell, “ and 4'anuot be 
ignorant of our old Scotch proverb, which 

gO(?s through all nations and all services.” 

“ Then J shouldjviiow something of it,” said Dal- 
getty ; for, except the Turks, there are fcjw 
puw(?rs ill Europe whom I have not served ; and I 
luive soinetiines thought of taking a turn either with 
llethleni Gabor, or with tlie Janizaries.” 

“ A man of your experience and unprejudlc(Ml 
ideas, then, will understand me at once,” said Mur- 
doch, “ wh<‘ii I say, I mean that your freedom shall 
depend on your true and upright answer to a f(‘w 
trifling (juestions respecting tin*, gentlemen you liavc* 
left ; their state of preparation ; thfMiuniber of their 
men, and nature of t1j?ir a})poititments ; and as 
inii(;h as you cliaiice to know about their plan of 
operations.” 

“ Just to satisfy your curiosity,” said Dalgetty, 
“ and Avithout any farther purpose ?” 

“ None in tho;kvorld,” replied ^rurdoch ; “ what 
interest should a pour devil like me take in their 
operations ?” 

“ Make your interrogations, tlmn,” said the ^’ap- 
taiii, “ and I will ansAA^el* them perempl^ritC 

“ Jfow many Iri>h may be on their march to join 
James Grahanie the deliiicjiient ?” 

“ Probably ten thousand,” said Captain Dalgetty. 

* Tu old English, ka me ka thee, \, e. mutually serving each 
other. 
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“ Ten thousand !’* replied Murdoch angrily; « we 
know that scarce t./o thousand landed at Ardna- 
inurchaiu'*^ 

“ TluMi you know more about them than I do,” 
answered ('aptaiii Dalgetty, with great composure. 
“ I never saw them mustered yet, or even under 
arms.” 

“ And how many men of the clans may be ex- 
pec.ted ?” demanded Murdoch. 

“As many as they can make,” replied the Cap- 
tain. 

“ You are answering from the purpose, sir,” said 
Murdoch; “ speak plainly, will there be live thou- 
sand iiieii 

“ 'rin»re and th(»reabouts,” answercjd Dalgetty. 

“ You are playing with your life, sir, if you trifle 
with me,” repbed the catechist; “ one whistle of 
mine, and in less than ten minutes your head hangs 
on the drawbridge.” 

“ Hut to speak caiurnlly, Mr Miirdo«*h,” replied 
the Captain, “ do you think it is a reasonable thing 
lo ask me after tlm si‘cre(s of our army> and I en- 
gaged to s<*rve for the whole cam])aign ? 1 f I taught 
\ou how to defeat Montrose, what becomes of my 
])ay,. arrears, and chance of booty ?” 

“ I 1e!l you,” said Campbell, “ that if you be 
stiibboivii, ;four campaign shall begin and end in a 
marcli to the'’ block at the castle-gate, which stands 
ready for sucli landdaufers ; but if you answer my 
fjuestions faithfully, I will receive you into my — 
into the service of M‘Cidluin More,” 
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“ Does tile service aflord good pny?** said Cap- 
tain Dalgetty. 

“ Ho will double yours, if you will return to 
Montrose and iict under liis direction/' 

I wish I bad seen you, sir, before taking on 
with him,” said Dalgetty, appearing to meditate. 

“ On the contrary, 1 can alford you more advan- 
tageous terms now,” said the Campbell ; “ always 
supposing that yim are faithful.” 

Faithful, that is, to you, and a traitor to IMon- 
trose,” answered the Captain. 

“ Faithful to the cause of religion and gocal or- 
der,” answ'ered Murdoch, “ whicli sanctities any 
ileception you may employ to serve it.” 

“ And the Martpiis of Argyle — should I imdiiie 
to enter his service, is he a kind master ?” demand- 
ed Dalg(»tty. 

Ne/er iiian kinder,” cpioth Campbell. 

“ And bountiful to his oHicers pursue*! the 
Captain. 

‘‘ TJic most open hand in Scotland,” replied Mur- 
<loch. 

“ True and faithful to liis engagements ?” con- 
tinued Dalgetty. 

As honourable a nobleman as breathes,” said 
the clansman. 

“ I never heard so n*ucli good of h.im ,Jl>efore,” 
said Dalgetty ; “ you must know the Marcpiis well, 
— or rather you must be the IMarquis himselH— 
Lord of Argyle,” he added, throwing himself sud- 
denly on the disguised nobleman, “ I arrest you in 
tlie name of King Charles, as a traitor. If you 
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venture to call for assistance, I will wrench round 
your neck.” 

The attack wliicli Dal^etty made upon Argyle’a 
person was so sudden and unexpected, that ho 
easily prostrated him on I lie floor o(‘ llie dungeon, 
and held him down with one hand, wliile his right, 
grasping the IMarqiiis's throat, was ready to stran- 
gle liim on the slightest attempt to call for assist- 
ance. 

“ Lord of Argyle,” lie said, “ it is now my turn 
to lay down the terms of cajiitiilation. If you list 
to show me the private Avay hy which yon entered 
the dungeon, you shall escape, on condition of be- 
ing my locttiti tenens^ as we said at tin* Mareschal- 
Oollege, until your warder visits his prisoners. 
Hut if not, 1 will first strangle you — 1 learned the 
art from a Poloninn heyduck, who hatl been a slave 
in the Ottoman seraglio — and then seek out a mode 
of retreat.” 

“ Villain ! you would not murder me for my 
kindness,” murmured Argyle. 

“ Not for your kiinliiess, my lord,” replied Dal- 
getty : “ hut first, io teach your lordship the jus 
gentium towards cavaliers wlio cflnie to you under 
safe-conduct ; and secondly, to warn you of the 
danger of proposing disiionoiirable terms to any 
worthy soldado, in order .to tempt him to become 
false to his standard during the term of his service.” 
, ‘‘ Spare my life,” said Argyle, “ and I will do as 
you require.” 

Dalgetty maintained his gripe upon the Mar- 
quis’s throat, compressing it a little, while lie asked 
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questions, and relaxing it so far as to give him the 
power (»f answering them. 

‘‘ Where is the secret door into the dungeon?*' 
he deiiiatided. 

“ Hold up tli(‘ lantern to the corner on your 
right hand, you will discern the iron which covers 
the spring,” ’Nq)lied the Marquis. 

“ So far so good. — Where docs the passage lead 
to ?” 

‘‘ To my private apartment hehind the tapestry,” 
aiiswereil the prostrate nobleman. 

From thence how shall I riiach the gateway ?'* 
Through the grand gallery, the anteroom, the 
lackey's waiting hall, the grand guardroom” 

“ All crowded with soldiers, factionarie*?, and 
attendants ? — that will never do for me, my lord ; 
— have you no secret passage to tlu^ gate, as you 
have to your dungeons ? 1 have seen such in Ger- 
many.” 

There is a passage through the chapel,” said 
the Marquis, “ opening from my apartment.” 

“ And what is the pass-woyd at the gate ?” 

“ The sword of Levi,” replied the iMarqnis ; 
“ but if you will receive my pledge of honour, I 
will go with you, escort you through every guard, 
and set you at full liberty wdth a passport.” 

‘‘ I might trust you, iiy lord, were.youy throat 
not alreaj^f black with the grasp of my fingers ; — 
as it is, heso los manos a usted^ as the Spaniard says. 
Yet you may grant me a passport ; — are there wri- 
ting materials in your apartment ?** 

Surely ; and blank passports ready to be sign- 
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ed. I Will attend you there,” said the Marquis, 
« instantly.” 

“It were too much honour for tlio like of mo,” 
said Dalg“otty ; “ your lordship shall remain under 
charge of mine hoiu\st friend Ranald Maclilagh ; 
therefore, prithee hit me drag you within reach of 
his chain. — Honest Ranald, you see how matters 
stand with us. I shall hnd the means, I doubt not, 
of setting you at freedom. Meantime, do as you 
see me do ; clap your hand thus on the weasand of 
this high and miglity prince, under his ruff, and 
if he offer to struggle <»r cry out, fail not, my wor- 
thy Ranald, to squeeze doughtily ; and if it be ad 
ddiquium, Ranald, that is, till he swoon, there is 
no great matter, seeing he designed your gullet 
and mine to still harder usage.” 

“ If he offiT at speech or struggle,” said Ranald, 
“ ho dies by my hand.” 

“ That is right, Ranald — very spirited : — A thu- 
roiigh-going friend that understands a hint is worth 
a million !” 

Thus resigning the gharge of the Marquis to Jus 
new confederate, Daigetty pressed the spring, by 
which the secret door Hew open,*though so well 
were its hinges polished and oiled, that it made not 
the slightest noise in revolving. The opposite side 
of the door was secured by very strung holts and 
bars, beside wVich hung one or two keys, designed 
apparently to undo fetterlocks. A narrow stair- 
case, ascending up through the thickness of the 
castle-wall, landed, as the Marquis had truly in- 
formed him, behind the tapestry of his private 
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apartment. Such communications were frequent 
in old feudal castles, as they ^iiYe the lord of the 
fortress, like a second Dionysius, the means of hear- 
ing the conversation of his prisoners, or, if he 
pleased, of visiting them in disguise, an experiment 
which had terminated so unpleasantly on the pre- 
sent occasioif for Gillespie Gruinach. Having ex- 
amined previously whether there was any one in 
the apartment, and finding the coast clear, the Cap- 
tain entered, and hasi^ily possessing liimself of a 
hhank passport, several of which lay on the table, 
and of writing materials, securing, at the; same time, 
the Manpiis’s dagger, and a silk cord from the 
hangings, he again descended into the cavern, where, 
listening a moment at the door, he could hear the 
half-stifled voice of the Marquis making great prof- 
fers to MacEagh, on condition he ^ould siitfer him 
to give an alarm. 

“ Not for a forest of deer — not' for a thousand 
head of cattle,” answered the freebooter ; “ not for 
all the lands that ever called a son of Diarmid mas- 
ter, will I break the troth I^tnave plighted to him 
of the iron-garinent !” 

“ lie of the iron-garment,” said Dalgetty, enter- 
ing, “ is boiinden unto you, MacEagh, and this 
noble lord shall be bounden also ; but first In* must 
fill up this passport wilflh the names of Major Du- 
gald Dalgetty and his guide, or he is like to have 
a passport to another world.” 

The Marquis subscribed, and wrote, by the light 
of the dark lantern, as the soldier prescribed to 
liiin. 
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“ And now, Ranald,” said Dalgetty, “ strip thy 
ijpp4»r ^arnioiit — tiiy plaid I moan, Ranald, and in 
it will I tho iM^Callum More, and mako of 

him, for the time, a Child of the Mist; — Nay, I 
must bring it over your head, my lord, so as to 
secure us against your niistimed clamour. — So, now 
he is sufficiently muffled ; — ^liold down your hands, 
or, by Heaven, I will stab yoo to the heart with your 
own dagger ! — nay, you shall be bound with no- 
thing less than silk, as your quality deserves. — So, 
now he is secure till some one comes to relieve him. 
If he ordered us a late dinner, Ranald, he is like to 
be the suff'erer ; — at what hour, my good Ranald, 
did the jailor usually appear?” 

“ Never till tin? sun was beneath the western 
wave,” said Ma(*Eagh. 

“ Then, my friend, w'e shall have three hours 
good,” said the cautious ptain. “ In the mean- 
time, let us labour for your liberation.” 

To examine Ranalds cluiin was the next occu- 
pation. It was undone by means of one of the keys 
which hung behind tlR? private door, probably de- 
posited there, tliat the Marquis might, if he pleased, 
dismiss a prisoner, or remove him elsewhere with- 
out the necessity of summoning the warden. The 
outlaw stretched his benumbed arms, and bounded 
from the fleer of the dungeon in all the ecstasy of 
recovered frt»edom. 

“ Take the livery-coat of that noble prisoner,” 
said Captain Dalgetty ; “ put it on, and follow close 
at my heels.” 

The outlaw obeyed. They ascended the private 
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sttiir, having first secured the door behind them, 
and tliiis safely reached the apartment of the Mar- 
quis.* 

* Thp prpcarioiis statp of the fpiiilal nobles jntroduppdn p;reat 
deal of pspioiiii^e into their castles. Sir Robert (’'an*y men- 
tions his having put on tlie cloak of one of his own wardens to 
obtain a coiifessitin from the mouth of (Tpordie Roiirne, his pri- 
soner, whom he caused presently tube hangpd in return for the 
frankness of his coinmiinictilioii. The fijie old Ibirder castle 
of Nawortli contains a private stair from the apartment of the 
Lord William Howard, by which he could visit the dungeon, 
as is alleged in the preceding chapter to have been practised by 
the Marquis of Argyle. 
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CJIAPTKR XIV. 

This was the entry then, these stairs — ^but whither after ? 
Yet he that's Mire to perish on the land 
May quit the nieety of card anil compass. 

And trust the open sea without a pilot. 

Tragedy of BrcnnovalL 

Look out for the private way through tlie 
chapel, Raiiahl,” said the Captain, while 1 give a 
hasty rogartl to these matters,” 

Thus speaking, lie seized with one hand a bundle 
of Argyle’s iiio -t private papers, and with the Other 
a purse of gold, both of vdiieli lay in a drawer of a 
fieh cabinet, which stood invitingly open. Neither 
did he neglect to possess himself of a sword and 
pistols, with powder-flask and balls, whif:h hung in 
the apartment. “ Tn4(‘lligencc5 and booty,” said the 
veteran, as he pouched the spoils, each honour- 
able cavidiiT should look to, the one; on his general's 
behalf, and the other on his own. This sword is 
an Andrew Ferrara, and the pistols better than 
mine own. But a fair exchange is no robbery. Sol- 
dados are not to be endangered, and endangered 
gratuitously, rny Lord of Argyle. — But soft, soft, 
Ranald ; wise IVlaii of the Mist, whither art thou 
bound ?” 

It was indeed full time to stop MacEagh*s pro- 
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cGcidiiig’S ; for, not finding the private passage rea- 
dily, and impatient, it would seew, of farther delay, 
he liad caught down a sword and target, and was 
ahoiii to enter the great gall(»ry, with the purpose, 
doubtless, of fighting his way through all opposi- 
tion. 

“ Hold, whiie you live,** whispered Dal getty, lay- 
ing hold on him. “ We must lie perdue, if possi- 
ble. So bar we this door, that it may be tlioiight 
]M‘Callum More would he private — and now let me 
make a reconnoissance for the private passage.*’ 

lly looking behind the tapestry in various places, 
the Captain at length discovered a jirivate door, 
and behind that a winding passage, terminated by 
another door, which doubtless entered the chapel. 
But what was his disagreeable surprise to hear, on 
the other side of this second door the sonorous 
voict* of a divine in the act of preaching. 

“ This made the vi Ilian,” he said, “ recommend 
this to us as a private passage. I am strongly 
tempted to return and cut his throat.” 

He then opened very gently the door, which led 
into a latticed gallery used by the Marquis himself, 
the curtains of which were drawn, perhaps with the 
purpose of liaving it supposed that he was engaged 
in attendance upon divine worship, when, in fact, 
he was absent upon his secular affairs. .There was 
no other person in the seat ; for the family of the 
Marquis, — such was the high state maintained in 
those days, — sate during service in another galle- 
ry, placed somewhat lower than that of the great 
man himself. This being the case, Captain Dal- 
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getty ventured to onscoiiee liimself in the gallery, 
of which ho <*jin*fii!!y secured the door. 

Never (although the expression be a bold one) 
was a sermon lisUmed to w’itli more impatience, 
and less edification, on the part of one, J\t least, of 
th(» audience. The Captain lioard sutccnt/il // — 
stvctificnthltf — vUjhtcenthhj^ and to vo.icliidc, with a 
sort of feeding like protracted despair. Hut no in.'in 
can lecture (for the service was called a lec.tiire) 
for ever; and the discoiirsr was at length closed, 
the clergyman not failing to make a profound bow 
t(»wards the latticed gallery, little suspecting whom 
lie honoured by that rev<‘reiice. To judge from the 
baste with which they dispersed, the domestics of 
the Marquis were scarce more pleased with their 
late occupation than the anxious (hiptain Dalgetty ; 
indeed, many qf them being irighlandmen, had tin* 
excuse of not understanding a single word which 
the clergyman spoke, although they gave their 
attendance on his doctrine by the special order of 
jM‘ Call urn More, and would have done so had the 
preacher been a Turjvish Imaiim. 

But although tile congregation dispersed thus 
rapidly, the divine remained behind in the chapel, 
and, walking up and down its Gothic jirecdiicts, 
seemed eitluT to be meditating on what he had just 
been deliv?*’ing, or preparing a fresh discourse for 
the next opportunity. Bold as he was, Dalgetty 
hesitated what he oiiglit to do. Time, however, 
pressed, and every moment increased the chance of 
their escape being discovered by the jailor visiting 
the dungeon perhaps before his wonted time, and 
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discoveriiif^ tlie exchange wliich liad been made 
there. At length, wliisperiiij^ Ranald, who watched 
all his motions, to follow him and preserve his coun- 
tenance, Captain Dal^etty, with a very composed 
air, descended a flight of steps which led from the 
gallery into the body of the chapel. A less expe- 
rienced advert tiircr would have endeavoured to pass 
the worthy clergyman rapidly, in liopes to escape 
unnoticed. But Ihe (hiptain, wdio foresaw the ma- 
nifest danger of failing' in such an attempt, walked 
gravely to meet the <iivitie upon his walk in the 
midst of the chancel, and, pulling olF liis cap, was 
about to pass him after a formal reverence. But 
what was his surprise to view in the preacher the 
very same person with whom he had dined in the 
castle of Ardeiivohr I Yet lie speedily recovered 
his composure ; and ere the elergympn could speak, 
was the first to address liiin. “ I could not,*' he 
said, leave this iiiansion without hecpieathing to 
you, my very reverend sir, my hiimhle thanks for 
the homily with whicli you have this evening fa- 
voured us.” , 

“ I did not observe, sir,” said the clergyman, 
“ tliat you wore in the chapel.” 

“ It pleased the honourable Marquis,” said Dal- 
getty, modestly, “ to grace me with a seat in his 
own gallery.” The divijie bowed low at tj^is inti- 
mation, knowing that such an honour was only 
vouchsafed to p(*rsons of very high rank. ‘‘It has 
been my fate, sir,” said the Captain, “ in the sort 
of wandering life which I have led, to have heard 
different preachers of different religions — as for 
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example, Lutlieran, EvuRgelical, lleformod, Calvi- 
n'lstical, and so forlli, Ijiit never have I listened to 
such a lioTMily as yours.” 

“ Call it a lecture, worthy sir,” said the divine, 
such is the phrase of our 4*hiirch,’* 

“ Lecture or homily,” said Dal^etty, “ it was, as 
the llif^h Germans say, ffanz for tre Jlich; and I 
could not leave this place without testifying unto 
you what inward emotions I have undergone du- 
ring your edifying prelection ; and how I am touch- 
ed to the quick, that I should yesterday, during 
tlie refection, have seome<l to infringe on the re- 
spect diK' to such a person as yourself.” 

“ Alas ! niy worthy sir,” said the clergyman, 
“ we meet in this wtirld as in the Valley of the 
Shadow of Deatli, not krmwing against whom we 
may chance to e ncounter. In truth, it is no matter 
of marvel, if we sometime * jostle those, to whom, 
it' known, we would yield all r(*s[)ect. Surely, sir, 
I would rather have taken you for a profane malig- 
nant lliaii for such a devout person as you prove, 
who reverences the gi*eat Master even in the mean- 
est of his servants,” , 

It is always my custom to do so, learned sir,” 
answered Dalgetty ; “ for in the service of the im- 
mortal Gustavus — but I detain you from your me- 
ditations/ --!iis desire to speak of the King of 
Sweden being for once overpowered by the neces- 
sity of his circiiinstiinees. 

“ By no means, my worthy sir,” said the clergy- 
man. What was, I pray you, the order of that 
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p^reat Princo, wliose iiic*mory is so dear to every 
Protestant bosom ?” 

“ Sir, the drums beat to prayers morning and 
evening, as regularly as for parade ; and if a sol- 
dier passed without saluting the chaplain, he liad 
an hours ride on the wooden mare for his pains. 
Sir, 1 wish you a very good evening — J am obliged 
to depart the castle under W^Callum More’s pass- 
port. 

“ Stay one instant, sir,” said the preacher ; “ is 
there nothing 1 can do to testify my respect for the 
pupil of the great Giistavus, and so admirable a 
judge of preaching ?” 

“ Notlniig, sir,” said the Captain, “ but to show 
me the nearest way to the gate — ami if you would 
liave th(i kindness,” he added, with great effronte- 
ry, “ to let a servant bring my hoi^’se with him, the 
dark gr«‘y gelding — call him Gustav us, and he will 
prick up Ills ears — for I know not \Vhere the castle- 
stables are situated, and my guide,” he added, look- 
ing at llanald, “ speaks no Knglish.” 

“ I hasten to accommodate you,” said the cler- 
gyman ; « your ^way lies through that cloistered 
passage.” 

“ Now, Heaven’s blessing upon your vanity I” 
said the Captain to himself. “ I was afraid I would 
have had to march off ‘A'ithout Gustav ms.© 

In fact, so effectually did the chapiaiii exert liim- 
self in behalf of so excellent a judge of composition, 
that while Dalgetty was parleying with the senti- 
nels at the drawbridge, showing his passport, and 
giving the watchword, a servant brought him his 
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liorsOy ready saddled for the journey. In another 
place, the CJaptaUrs i udth^n appearance at lar^e after 
havinj^ be^^n publicly sent to prison, inif^ht have 
excited suspicion and enquiry ; but the oflicers and 
domestics of the Marquis were accustomed to the 
mysterious policy of their master, and never su]»- 
posed aiij^lit else than that lie liad bi.eii liberated 
and intrusted with some private commission by 
their master. In this belief, and havinq received 
tin* parole, they ^ave him free passagce. 

Dalgetty rode slowly tliron^h the town of Inve- 
rary, the outlaw attendiii^^ upon him like a foot- 
pa^^e at his horse’s shoulder. As they passed the 
f^ibbet, the old man looked on the bodies and wrun^ 
his hands. The look and f^esture were momentary, 
but expressive of indescribable anguish. Instantly 
riicoveriiig himself, Ranald, in passing, whispered 
somewhat to one of the females, who, like Rizpah 
the daughter of Aiah, seemed engaged in watch- 
ing and mourning the victims of feudal injustici; 
and cruelty. The woman started at his voice, hut 
immediately collected Jierself, and returned for an- 
swer a slight inclination of the head. 

Dalgetty continued his way out of tho town, 
uncertain whether he should try to seize or hire a 
boat and cross the lake, or plunge into the Avuods, 
and there c ^rceal himself fiom pursuit. In the for- 
mer event he was liable to be instantly pursued by 
the galleys of the Marquis, which lay ready for sail- 
ing, their long yard-arms pointing to the wind, and 
what hope could he have in an ordinary Highland 
iishing-boat to escape from them ? If he made the 
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latter choice, his chance eitfier of supporting or con- 
cealing himself in those waste and unknown wilder- 
nesses, was ill the highest degree precarons. Tho 
town lay now behind him, yet what hand to turn 
to for safety he was unable to determine, and began 
to be sensible, that in escaping from the dungeon 
at Inverary, desperate as tin? matter seemed, he 
had only accomplished the easiest part of a dilBcnlt 
task. If retaken, his fate was now certain ; for the 
personal injury he hiid offered to a man so power- 
ful and so vindi<;tive, could be atoned for only by 
instant death. While he pondered these distress- 
ing reffections, and looked around with a counte- 
nance which plainly expressed indecision, Ranald 
MacRagh suddenly asked him, << which way he in- 
tended to journey ?” 

‘‘ And that, honest comrade,*’ a'^swereil Dalget- 
ty, is precisely the f^ucstion which I cannot an- 
swer you. Truly I begin to hold tho opinion, Ra- 
nald, tliat we had better have stuck by the brown 
loaf and water-pitcher until Sir Duncan arrived, 
who, for his own honour, must have made some 
fight for me.** , 

‘‘ Saxon,** answered MacEagh, ‘‘ do not regret 
having exchanged the foul breath of yonder dun- 
gecn for the free air of heaven. Above all, r'pent 
not that you have served a Son of the *Mist. Put 
yourself under my guidance, and i will warrant 
your safety with my head.** 

« Can you guide me safe through these moun- 
tains, and back to the army of Montrose ?*' said 
Dalgetty. 
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“ I csin,” answered MacEiigh ; “ there lives not 
a man to whom the mountain passes, the caverns, 
the ^lens, the thickets, and the corries are known, 
as they are to the Children of the Mist. While 
others crawl on the level ground, by the sides of 
lakes and streams, ours are the steep hollows of the 
inaccessible mountains, the birth-place hf the desert 
springs. Not all the bloodhounds of Argyle can 
trace the fastnesses through wliicli 1 can guide you." 

“ Say’s*t thou so, honest Ranald ?” replied l>al- 
gctty ; “ then have on with thee ; for of a surety J 
shall nevt»r save the ship by my own pilotage.” 

The outlaw a<‘cordiiigly led the way into the 
wood, by which the castle is surrounded for seve- 
ral miles, walking with so much dispatch as kept 
Gustavus at a round trot, and taking such a num- 
ber of cross cub’ and turns, that Captain Dalgetty 
speedily lost all idea wher'^ he might be, and all 
knowledge of tlie points of the compass. At length, 
the path, whi(‘h had gradually become more dith- 
cult, altog4*ther ended among thickets and iinder- 
w’ood. The roaring of a torrent wjis heard in the 
neighbourhood, the ground becan\p in some ])lai*es 
broken, in others boggy, and everywhere unfit for 
riding. 

“ What the foul fiend,” said Dalgetty, “ is be 
done her j ? I must part Wtch Gustavus, I fear.” 

“ Take no care for your horse,” said the outlaw ; 
“ he shall soon be restored to yon.” 

As he spoke, be whistled in a low tone, and a 
lady half dressed in tartan, half naked, having only 
his own shaggy hair, tied with a thong of leather. 
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protort his liojid and fare from sun and weather, 
lean, and half-.starvf*d in suspect, his wild grey eyes 
app(*:iriiig to fill up ten times the proportion usual- 
ly alloU(‘d to tliem in the human fare, cn»pt out, as 
a wild b(»ast might have done, from a thicket of 
hramhles and briars. 

“ Give yonr liQrso to the gillie,” said Ranald 
Mae.Kagh ; “ yonr lift* depends upon it.” 

“ Och ! oeh 1’* exclaimed tlie despairing veteran ; 
“ Elieii ! as we used to say at Mareschal-CoJlege, 
must 1 leave Gustavus in such grooming?” 

“ Are you frantic, to lose time thus?” said his 
guide ; “ do we stand on fricuid’s ground, that you 
should part witii your horse as if he were yonr bro- 
ther ? 1 tell you, you shall have him iigain ; but if 
you never saw tlie animal, is not life better than the 
best colt ever mare fo<aled ?” 

“ And that is true >too, mine honest friend,” 
sighed Dalgetty ; “ yet if you knew but the viiliie 
of Gustavms, and the things w’o two have done and 
suffered together — See, he turns back to look at 
me ! — Be kirnl to him, my good breechless friend, 
and I w’ill recpiite you well.” So saying, and withal 
sniffling a little to swallow his grief, he turned from 
the heart-rending spectacle in order to follo>v his 
guide. ? 

To follow his guide %^as no easy matter; and soon 
required more agility than Captain Dalgetty tioidd 
master. The very first plunge after he had parted 
from his charger, carried him, with little assistance 
from a few overhanging boughs, or projecting roots 
of trees, eight foot sheer down into the course of a 
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torrent, up which tlie Son of the Mist led the way. 
ITiifre atones, over \ diich they s<Tainbled, — liru'kets 
of thorn and brambles, tliroii^h which they had to 
<lraj>;- tlioinselves, — rocks wliich were to be climbed 
on the one side with much labour and pain, for the 
purpose of an equally precarious descent upon tin* 
oilier ; all these, and many such interri.ptions, wert? 
surmounted by the light-footed and half-naked moun- 
taineer with an case and velocity which excited the 
surprise and envy of Captain Dalgetty, who, encum- 
bered by his head-piec(», corslet, and other arinoiir, 
not to mention his ponderous jack-hoots, found him- 
self at hmgth so much exhausted by fatigue, and 
tlie <lidiculties of the road, that he sate down upon 
a stone in order to recover his breath, >vhile he ex- 
])laiiied to llanald MacEagh the dilference betwixt 
travelling expeditus and impeditusy as these two 
military phrases were understood at IVtareschal- 
College, Abcraecn. The sole answer of the moun- 
taineer was to lay liis hand on the soldier’s arm, 
and point backward in the direction of the wind. 
Dalgetty could spy nothing, fur evening was closing 
fast, and th<»y were at the bottom of a dark ravine. 
Dot at length he could distinctly liear at a distance 
the sullen toll of a large bell. 

** That,” said he, “ must be the alarm — the storm- 
clock, as the Germans call It.” 

“It strikes' the hour of your death,” answered 
Ranald, “ unless you can accompany me a little 
farther. For every toll of that bell a brave man has 
yielded up his soul.” 

“ Truly, Ranald, my trusty friend,” said Dalget- 
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ty, “ I will not clony that the cast; may be soon my 
own ; for I am so forfoiif^hoii, (heinj^, as I explain- 
ed to you, impcjlitus^ ftu- had I bet'ii eapedUus, J mind 
not pedestrian exeivise the flourish of a fife,) that 
I think I had better eiiseonco myself in one of these 
bushes, and even lie quiet there to abides what for- 
tune God shall send me. 1 entreat you, mi no ho- 
nest friend Uanalu, to shift for yourself, and leave 
me to my fortiiLC, as the Lion of the North, the 
immortal Gustavos Adolpluis, my never-to-be-for- 
g'otten master, (whom you mu'-Jt surely have heard 
of, Ranald, tlioiigh you may have heard of no one 
else,) said to Francis Albert, Duke of Saxe- Laueii- 
biirgh, when he was mortally wounded on the plains 
of Lutzen. Neither despair altogether of my safe- 
ty, Ranald, seeing I have been in as great ])iuehes 
as this in (jermany — more especially, I remember 
me, tliat at the fatal battle of Nerlingoii — after 
whicli I changed service*’ 

“ If you would save your father s son’s breath to 
help his child out of trouble, instead of wasting it 
upon tlie tales of Seannaclii^s,” said Ranald, Avho 
now grew impatient of the Captain’s loquacity, “ or 
if your feet could travel as fast as your tongue, you 
might yet lay your head on an unbloody pillow to- 
night.” 

“ Something there h like military skill in that,” 
replied the Cjiptain, “ although wantonly and irre- 
verently spoken to an officer of rank. Rut I hold 
it good to pardon such freedoms on a march, in re- 
spect of the Saturnalian license indulged in such 
cases to the troops of all nations. And now, re- 
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siimc thine office, friend lliinald, in r*‘Sf)ect I am 
well- breathed ; or, Ito he more plain, /^>me, styvar, 
as we usel to say at Maresolial-College." 

Coriipreliending his meaning rather from his mo- 
tions tlian his lann^iiage, the S<»n of the Mist again 
led the way, witli an unerring precision that look- 
ed like iiistiiu't, through a variety of ground the 
most difficult and broken that ciuild well be ima- 
gined. Dragging along his poiidciroiis boots, en- 
4*iiinbered with tbigh-pieces, gauntlets, corslet, and 
back-piece, not to iiieiitioii the biiif jerkin which he 
wore under all these arms, talking of his former 
ex])loits the whole way, though Ranald paid not the 
slightest attention to him. Captain Dalgetty con- 
trived to follow his guide a considerable space far- 
ther, when the deep-mouthed baying (d‘ a hound 
was heard comi;.g down the wind, as if opening on 
the scent of its prey, 

Black hound,” said Ranald, whose throat 
never boded good to a Child of the Mist, ill fortune 
to her w'ho littered thee I hast thou already found 
4nir trace ? But thou ^rt too late, swart hound of 
darkness, and tlie deer has gained*the herd.” 

So saying, he whistled very softly, and w'as an- 
sw^ered in a tone etpially low from the t(»p of a pass, 
up w’hicli they ha<? for some time been ascending. 
Mending'their pace, they reached the top, where the 
moon, which liad now risen bright and clear, show'ed 
to Dalgetty a party of ten or tw^elve Highlanders, 
and about as many women and children, by whom 
Ranald M.acEagh was received with such transports 
of joy, as made his companion easily sensible that 

VOL. ::v. o 
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lliose by wlinrii lio whs siirrDuiidei], must of course 
be CliildiTu of the IVIist. The plac^u which they 
occupied w'ell suited their name and habits. It was 
a beetliiip^ crajr, round which wdnded a very narrow 
and broken footpath, commanded in various places 
by the position wdiich they Indd, 

Ranald spoke anxiously and liastily to tlie chil- 
dren of his trihe^ and the men came one by one to 
shake liands with Dal^etty, wliile the women, cla- 
morous in their gratitude, pressed round to kiss 
even tlic hem of liis garment. 

“ They plight their faith to you,’* said Ranald 
]\1ac]0«agh, “ for requital of the good deed you have 
done to the tribe this day.” 

“ Knough said, Ranald,” answered tlie soldier, 
“ enough said — tell them I love not this shaking of 
hands — it confuses ranks and deg -ecs in military 
S(*rvice ; and as to kissing of gauntlets, }>uhlrons, 
and the like, 1 remember that the immortal Gusta- 
viis, as Inj rode through the streets of Nuremberg, 
being thus worshipped by the populace, (being 
doubtless far more worthy of it than a poor though 
honourable cavalier like myself,) did say unto them, 
in the way of rebuke, ^ If you idolize me thus like 
a god, who shall assure you that the vengeance of 
Heaven will not soon prove me to be a nnirta^ ?’ — 
And so here, I suppose, you intend to*niahe a stand 
against your followers, Ranald — voto a Dios, as the 
Spaniard says ? — a very pretty position — as pretty 
a position for a small peloton of men as I have seen 
in my service — no enemy can come towards it by 
the road without being at the mercy of cannon and 
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musket. — But tlieii, Ranald, my trusty comrade, 
you have no cannon, 1 dare to aver, and 1 do not 
see that ny of these follows liavc muskets oitlier. 
So with what artillery you propose inakinfic p^ood 
tlu‘ pass, before you eonie to hand hlow's, truly, Ua- 
iia]<l, it passeth iny apprehension.'’ 

“ With tlie weapons and with the eonr.ag’e of our 
fatliers,” said MaeEaj^h ; and made the Cajitain ob- 
serve, that the men of his party were armed witli 
bows and arrows. 

“ Bows and arrows !” exclaimed Dal^^etty ; “ ha I 
lia I ha ! have we Robin Hood and Little John back 
again ? Bows and arrows ! w hy, the siglit has not 
been seen in civilized war for a liiindred years. 
Bows and arrows ! ami why not w’^eavers’-bc»ains, as 
i]i till' days of Goliah ? Ah I that Diigald Dalget- 
ty, ol‘ Drunitlr Ticket, sliould live to see men fight 
w ith bows and arrows !— The. immortal Gustaviis 
would never liave believed it — nor Wallenstein — 
nor Butler — nor old Tilly. — Well, Ranald, a cat 
4Tin have but its claw’s — since bows and arrows are 
tin* word, e’en let us Inake the best of it. Only, as 
1 do not understand the scope and range of sucfi 
old-fashioned artillery, you must make the best dis- 
position you can out of your own head ; for imj ta- 
king the command, whilk I would have gladly done 
liad you been to fight with any Christian w'eapons, is 
out of the question, when you are to combat like 
quivered Miiinidians. I will, however, play my 
part w’ith my pistols in the approaching inelley, in 
n^spect my carabine unhappily remains at Gusta^ 
vus’s saddle. — My service and thanks to you, ” be 
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continued, addressing a iiioiiiitaineer who offered 
him a bow ; “ Dugald Dalp^otty may say of him- 
self, as he learned at Alareschal-Colleg’e, '^ 

Non Mauri jariilis, nrqiir arcii, 

Nro vniciiutis ^ruvida sii;*Ulis, 

Fiisiv, xdiuretra ; 

whilk is to say” 

Ranald MaeJ^^iigli a second time imposed silence 
on the talkative «;ommander as before, by pulling 
his sleeve, and pointing down the pass. The bay of 
the bloodhound was now approaching nearer and 
nearer, and they could hear the voices of several 
persons who accompanied the animiil, and hallooed 
to each other as they dispersed occasionally, either 
in the hurry of their advance, or in order to search 
more accurately the thickets as they came along. 
They were obviously drawing neKrer and nearer 
every moment. JNIae.R.gh, in the ineantime, pro- 
posed to Captain Dalgotty to disencumber himself 
of his armour, and gave him to understand that the 
women should transport it to a place of safety. 

“ I crave your pardon, sir,’^{s?iid Dalgetty, “ such 
is not the rule oi our foreign service ; in respect I 
remember the regiment of Finland cuirassiers re- 
primanded, and their kettle-drums taken from them, 
by txie immortal Gustavus, because they had* as- 
sumed the permission to march withont'tlttnr cors- 
lets, and to leave them with the baggage. Neither 
did tliey strike kettle-drums again at the head of 
that famous regiment until they behaved themselves 
so notably at the field of Leipsic ; a lesson whilk is 
not to be forgotten, any more than that exclama- 
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tion of the immortal Gustavus, ‘ Now siiiill I know 
if my officers love me, by their putting on their ar- 
mour ; siiice, if my offijjcrs arc slain, who sliall lead 
my soldiers into victory ?’ Nevertheless, friend 
Ranald, this is without prejudice to my bein^ rid 
of these somewhat heavy boots, providing I can ob- 
tain any other succedaiienm ; for F presume not 
to say that my bare soles ar'3 for^^ilitMl so as to en- 
dure the flints and tlioriis, as seems to be the case 
with your followers.” 

To rid the Captain of his cumbrous greaves, and 
case his feet in a pair of brogues made out of deer- 
skin, which a Highlander stripped oil* for his ac- 
commodation, was the work of a minute, and Dal- 
getty foiiinl himself inii<!h lighti^ned by the ex- 
change. II(? was in the act of recommending to 
Ranald jVFacEagh, to send two or three of his fol- 
lowers a little low<‘r to rt connoitre the pass, and, 
at the same time, somewhat to extend his front, 
placing two detacluMl archers at each flank by way 
of posts of observation, wlieii tlie near cry of the 
hound apprised the'n*that the 2 )iirsuers were at the 
bottom of the pass. All ^vas then dead silence ; 
for, loquacious as he was on other occasions, Cap- 
tain. Dalgetty knew well the necessity of an am- 
bus!i keeping itself under covert. ^ 

The moon gleamed on the broken path-w’ay, and 
on the projecting cliffis of rock round which it wind- 
ed, its light intercepted here and there by the 
branches of busings and dwarf-trees, which, flnding 
nourishment in the crevices of the rocks, in some 
places overshadowed the brow and ledge of the 
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j)recipice. J^dow, ii thick copse- wood lay in deep 
and dark shadow, somewhat resembliiij^ the billows 
of a half-seen ocean. From the bosoTii of that 
darkness, and close to the bottom of the precipice, 
the liound Avas heard at intervals baying* fearfidly, 
sounds which were redoubled by the echoes of the 
woods and rocks around. At intervals, these sunk 
into deep silence interrupted only by the plashing 
noise of a small runnel of Avater, which partly fell 
from the rock, partly found a more silent passage 
to the bottom along its projecting surface. Voi<*t*s 
of men Avere also heard in stifled converse beloAV ; 
it seemed as if the pursuers had not discovered the 
narrow path Avhich led to the top of the rock, or 
that, having discovered it, the peril of the ascent, 
joined to the imperfect light, and the uncertainty 
Avhether it might not be defended, Taiade them he- 
sitate to atttnnpt it. 

At length a shadowy figure Avas seen, Avhich 
raised itself up from the abyss of darkness below, 
ami, emerging into the pale moonlight, began cau- 
tiously and sloAA'ly to ascend the rocky path. The 
outline AA'as so distinctly marked, that Captain Did- 
getty could discover not only the person of a High- 
lander, but the long gun Avhich he carried in his 
hand, and the plume o^ feathers Avhich decorated 
his bonnet. “ Tttusvnd teijlen ! that I shoiihTi say so, 
and so like to be near my latter end !” ejaculated 
the Captain, but under his breath, “ Avhat AviH be- 
come of us, now they have brought musketry to 
encounter our archers Y* 

lint just as the pursuer had attained a project- 
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iiig pioco of ro<ik about half way up tlic ascent, and, 
pausing, made a signal for those who Avere still at 
the hotto’n to follow him, an arrow AAdiistlcd from 
the hoAV of one t>l‘ the (Children of the IMist, and 
transfixed him with so fatal a wound, that, without 
a single effort to save himself, lie lost his balance, 
and fell headlong from the cliff on wiiich he stood, 
into the darkness below. The crash of the bouglis 
which received him, arul tin* heavy sound of his fall 
from thence to the ground,' Avas followed by a cry 
of horror and surprise, Ai'liich burst from his fol- 
loAA'crs. The (liiklren of the Mist, encouraged in 
projiortion to the alarm this first success had caused 
among the pursuers, echoed back the clamour with 
a loud and shrill yell of exultation, and, sliOAving 
themselves on the brow of the precipice, with Avild 
cries and vinduitive gestures, endeavoured to im- 
press on their enemies n sense at once of tlieir 
4'ourage, their numbers, and their state of defence. 
Even Captain Dalgetty’s military prudence did not 
prevent bis rising up, and calling out to Ranald, 
more loud than prudence Avarranted, “ Carof^co, 
comrade, as the Spaniard says I .The long bow for 
ever ! In my poor apprehension noAv, Avere you to 

order a file to advance and take position” 

“ The Sassenacli I” cried a voice from bepeath, 
“ mark the Sassenach sidicr ! I sec the glitter of 
his bre.Tstplate.” At the same time three muskets 
Avere discharged ; and Avliilc one ball rattled against 
the corslet of proof, to the strength of which our 
valiant (Jap tain had been more than once indebted 
for his life, another penetrated the armour Avhicli 
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covered tlic front of his left and stretched 

him on the f^roiind. Ranald instantly seized him 
in his arms, and hore liini hac.k from the edge of 
the precipice, wliile he dnlefnlly ejaculated, “ I al- 
ways told the immortal Oiistaviis, Wallenstein, 
Tilly, and other men of the sword, that, in my poor 
mind, taslets^oiight^to be made iimsket-proof.” 

With two or three earnest words in Gaelic, Mac- 
Ragh commended the wounded man to the charge 
of the females, who were in the rear of his little 
party, and was then about to return to the contest. 
Blit Balgetty detained liiin, gras[nng a firm hold 
of his plaid. — 1 know not liow this matter may 
end — but I request you will inform Montrose, that 
I died like a follower of the immortal Giistaviis — 
and I pray yon, takii heed how you quit your pre- 
sent strength, even for the purpose of pursuing 
the enemy, if you gain any advantage — and — 
and” 

Here Dalgetty s breath and eyesight began to 
fail him through loss of blood, and MacEagh, avail- 
ing liiinself of this (arciimst^nce, extricated from 
his grasp the end /if his own mantle, and substitu- 
ted that of a female, hy which the Captain held 
stoutly, thereby securing, as he conceived, the out- 
law’}^ attention to the military instructions wlpch 
lie continued to pour foiih while he had any breath 
to utter them, though they became giadually more 
and more incoherent — “ And, comrade, you will 
be sure to keep your musketeers in advance of 
your stand of pikes, Lochaber-axes, and two-hand- 
ed swords — Stand fast, dragoons, on the left flank! 
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— ^wliere was I ? — Ay, and, Ranald, if yc bo mind- 
ed to retreat, leave some lighted luatelies burning 
on the branches of the trees — it shows as if tliey 
were lined with shot — But I forget — ye have no 
match-locks nor habergeons — only bows and ar- 
rows — bows and arrows! ha! ha! ha!" 

Here the Captain sunk back in an exhausted 
condition, altogether unable to resist the sense of 
the ludicrous which, as a modern man-at-arms, he 
connected with the idea of these ancient weapons 
of war. It was a long lime ere he recovered his 
senses ; and, in the meantime, we leave him in the 
care of tlio Daughters of the Mist; nurses as kind 
and attentive, in reality, as they were wild and un- 
couth in outward appearance. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


But if no 'faithloss action slain 
Tliy true and '‘oiisfant word, 

J’ll make tinv fatnous hy my pen, 

And glorious by my sword. 

ril serve thee in siiel* noble ways 
As ne’er were known before ; 

Ell deck and crown tby bead with ba\s, 

And lo>e tht*e more and iin»re. 

AIontrose’s Jufics. 


Wk must now leave,. with whatever reprret, tlu* 
valiant Captain Dalgetty, to recover of his wonritls 
or otherwise as fate shall dotermiiie, in order briefly 
to trace the military operations of Montrose, wor- 
thy as they are of a more important paj^e, and a 
better historian. JBy the assistance of tlie chieftains 
whom we have commemorated, and more especially 
hy the junction of tlie Murrays, Stewarts, and other 
4’.lanf of Athole, wliicli were peculiarly zealous in 
the royal cause, lie sooir* assembled an army of two 
or three thousand Highlanders, to whom he suc- 
cessfully united the Irish under Colkitto. This last 
leader, who, to the great embarrassment of Milton's 
commentators, is commemorated in one of that 
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great poet’s soniu'ts,**' was properly named A lister, 
or Alexander AP Donnell, by birth a Scottish isles- 
iiian, and delated to the Earl of Antrim, to whose 
patronage he owed the cominaiid assigned liini in 
the Irish troops. In many respects he merited this 
distinction. lie was brave to intrepidity, and al- 
most to insensibility ; very str ing and active in 
person, conipletcdy master of his w'eapons, and al- 
ways ready to show the example in the extremity 
of danger. To coiint(*rbalance these good qualities, 
it must be recorded, that he was inexperienci‘d in 
military tacti<*s, and of a jealous and presiinipt nous 
disposition, whicli often lost to Alontrose the fruits 
of Colkitto’s gallantry. Yet siicli is the predomi- 
nance of outward p'ersonal qualities in the eyes of 
a wild people, that the feats of strength and coii- 
ragL* shown by this cliainpion, seem to have made a 

• IMilton’s book, ontitlod Tctradiordon, had been ridiculed, 
it would seeiii, by the diviiM*s iissenil>led ut Westminster, iiiid 
others, on account of the hnrdrii'ss of the title; and Milton in 
his sonnet retaliates upon the barbarous Scottish names which 
the Civil War had made *aihili;ir to Knglish ears : — 

■ W’hy is it harder, sirs, than Gordon, 

('ttlkiUOy or Al‘Doiiald, or Gallasp? 

'nusw* rnjjijed names to uiir like mouths grow sleek, 

'^*^hat would have ^jiade Quintilian stare and gasp. < 

“ We may suppose,” says Bishop NewUm, “ tliat these, were 
p<*rsoiis <»f note among the Se.oU-.h uiiiiistws, wim were lor press- 
ing and enforcing the Covenant whercjus iVIiltoii only intends 
Ui ridicule the harbarisin of Si'ottish names in general, anfl 
quotes, indisrriiiiiuately, that of Gillespie, one of the ApostJra 
of the Covenant, and those of Colkitto and AI‘I3onnell, (both 
belonging to one person,) one of its bitterest enemies. 
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Stronger impression upon the minds of the High- 
landers, than the military skill and chivalrous spirit 
of the great Marquis of Montrose. Nuruerous tra- 
ditions are still preserved in the Highland glens 
concerning Alister M‘Ooniiel1, though the name of 
Montrose is rarely mentioned among them. 

TJie point upon which Montrose dually assem- 
bled his little army, v^'is in Strathearn, on the verge 
of the Highlands of Perthshire, so as to menace 
the principal town of that county. 

His enemies were not llnpn^pared for his recep- 
tion. Argyle, at the heati of his Highlanders, w'as 
dogging the steps of the Irish Iroin the west to the 
cast, and by force, fear, or indneTice, had eollecaed an 
army nearly siiilicient to have giv(»ii batth? to that 
under Montrose. The Lowlands were also prepa- 
red, for reasons which we assigned at the beginning 
of this tale, A body of six thousand infantry, and 
six or seven thousand cavalry, which profanely as- 
sumed the title of God's army, had been hastily as- 
sembled from the shires of Fife, Angus, Perth, Stir- 
ling, and the neighbouring Aunties. A much less 
force in former ^mes, nay, even in the preceding 
reign, would have been sufficient to have secure<l 
the Lowlands against a more formidable descent of 
Highlanders, than those united under Monti ose; 
but times bad changed strangely within the last half 
century. Before that period, the Lowlanders were 
as constantly engaged in war as the mountai/ieers, 
and were incomparahly better disciplined and arm- 
ed. The favourite Scottish order of battle some- 
what resembled the Macedonian phalanx. Their 
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infantry formed a compact body, armed %vith long 
spears, ini penetrable even to the inen-at-arins of the 
age, thouj^h well mounted, and arrayed in com- 
plete proof. It may easily be conceived, tlierefore, 
that their ranks could not be broken by the disor- 
<lerly charge of Idighland infantry armed for close 
combat only, with swords, and ill furnished with 
missile weapons, and having no artillery whatever. 

This habit of figlit was in a great imMsiire chan- 
ged by the introduction of muskets into the Scot- 
tish Lowland service, which, not being as yet com- 
bined with tlie bayonet, was a formidable weapon 
at a distance, but gave no assurance against the 
enemy who rushed on to close <|iiarlers. The j)ike, 
indeed, was not wholly disused in tbe Scottish 
army ; but it was no longer the favourite weapon, 
nor was it relied^upon as formi‘rly by those in whose 
hamls it was placed ; insoti]t.:ich that Daniel Lupton, 
a tactician of the day, has written a book exj»ressly 
upon the superiority of the musket. This change 
commenced as early as the wars of Oustavus Adol- 
phus, whose marches were made with such rapidi- 
ty, lliat the pike was very soon thrown aside in his 
army, and exchanged for fire-arms. A circumstance 
which necessarily accompanied this cliange, as well 
as the establishmf*nt of standing armies, whe7eby 
war beciftTife a trade, was rfie introduction of a la- 
borious and complicated system of discipline, com- 
bining a variety of words of i^ommaiid with corres- 
ponding operations and irianceiivres, the neglect of 
any one of which was sure to throw the whole into 
confusion. War, therefore, as practised among most 
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nations of Europe, liad assumed much more than 
formerly the character of a profession or mystery, 
to which jirevioiis practice and experience were in- 
dispensable recpiisites. Such was the natural con- 
sequence of standing armies, which had almost 
everywhere,^ and particularly in the lonjr German 
w’ars, superseded wJiat may be called the natural 
discipline of the finidal militia. 

The Scottish Lowland militia, therefore, laboured 
nmler a double disailvaiitajre when opposed to ITij^h- 
laiiders. They were divested of the spear, a weapon 
which, in the hands of their ancestors, had so often 
repelled the impetuous assaults of the mountaineer; 
and they were subjected to a new and complicated 
spetfu's of discipline, well adu{>t(‘d, perhaps, to the 
use of regular troops, who could be rendered com- 
jdetely masters of it, but teiidinp^ only to confuse 
the ranks of citizen sold ers, by whom it vvcas rarely 
])ractised, and imperfectly uiidei>tood. So mucli 
lias been done in our own time in bringing back 
tactics to their first principles, and in getting’ rid 
of tile jiedantry of war, tlnPt it is easy for us to 
estimate the disadvantages under which a half-train- 
ed militia laboured, who were taught to consider 
success as depending upon their exercising .with 
ju'ceision a system of tactics, which they probably 
only so far comprehended as to find out \vhcn they 
were wrong, but without the power of getting right 
again. Neither can it be denied, that, in the ma- 
terial points of military habits and warlike spirit, 
the Lowhindors of the seventeenth century had sunk 
far beneath their Highland countrymen. 
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From the eiirliest period down to the union of 
the crowns, the wdio’e king<loin of Scotland, Low- 
lands as w^<»ll as Highlands, had been the constant 
scene of war, fon'ign and domestic ; and there was 
pfobahly scarce one of its hardy inhabitants, be- 
tween the age of sixteen and sixty, who was not 
as willing in point of fact, as he was literally bound 
in law, to assume arms at the first call of his liege 
lord, or of a royal proclamation. ^Jlie law remain- 
ed the same in sixteen hiindied and forty-five as a 
liiiridred years before, but the race of those sub- 
jected to it had been bred up under very different 
leelings. They had sat in cjuiet under their vine 
and under their fig-tree, and a <*all to battle involve*! 
a change of I ife as new as it was disagreejible. Such 
of them, also, who lived near unto the Highlands, 
w(»re ill continual and disadvantageous eontai^t with 
the resth^ss inhabitants of those mountains, by whom 
their cattle were driven off, their dwellings plun- 
dered, and their persons insulted, and who liad ae- 
cjiiired over them that sort of superiority arising 
from a constant systen^ of aggression. The Low- 
landers, wdio lay more remote, anij out of reach of 
these depredations, were influenced by the exagger- 
ated reports circulated concerning the Highlanders, 
M'hoiii, as totally differing in laws, language, ;ind 
drt^ss, they were induced to regard as a nation of 
savages, equally void of fear and of liumanity. 
These various prepossessions, joined to the less 
warlike habits of the Lowlanders, and tlieir imper- 
fect knowledge of the new and complicated system 
of discipline for which they had exchanged their 
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natural inodn of placed them at great 

<Usadvantage when oppui^ed m the Highlander in 
the field of battle. The mountaineers, vjii the con* 
trary, with the arms and courage of tlH^ir fathers, 
possessed also their simple and natural system of 
tactics, and bore down witli tin* fullest confidence 
upon an enemy, tp whom any thing they liad been 
taught of discipline was, like Saiirs armour upon 
David, a hinderance rather than a help, “ because 
they had not proved it.” 

it was Avith such disadvantages on the one side, 
and such advantages on the other, to conntm'balance 
the dilFerence of superior numbers and tluj presence 
of artillery and cavalry, that Montrose encountered 
the army of Lord Elclio upon the field of Tipper- 
muir. The Presbyterian clergy had not been want- 
ing ill their efforts to rouse the spirit of their fol- 
lowers ; and one of them, who harangued the troops 
on the very day of battle, hesitated not to say, that 
if ever God spxike by liis mouth, he promised them, 
in llis name, that day, a great and assured victory. 
The cavjilry and artillery were also reckoned sure 
warrants of sucyess, as the novelty of their attack 
liad upon former occasions been very discouraging 
to the Highlanders. The place of meeting was an 
open heath, and tlie ground afforded little adv^itage 
to either party, excepv. that it allowed the horse of 
the Covenanters to act wdlh effect. ' 

A battle, upon which so mucli depended, was 
never more easily decided. The Lowland cavalry 
made a show' of charging ; but, wdiether thrown in- 
to disorder by the fire of musketry, or deterred by 
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a disaffection to the service said to have prevailed 
among the gcntlemtMi, they made no impression on 
the Highknders whatever, and recoiled in disorder 
from ranks which liad neither bayonets nor pikes 
to protect them. Montrose saw, and instantly avail- 
ed himself of this advantage. J le ordered his wliole 
army to charge, which they performed with the 
wild and desperate valour peculiar to mountaineers. 
One officer of the Covenanters alone, trained in tlie 
Italian wars, made a desperate defence upon the 
right wing. In every other point their line was pe- 
netrated at the first onset ; and this advantage once 
obtained, the Lowlanders were utterly unable to 
contend at ('lose <piarters with their more agile and 
athletic enemies. Many were slain on the field, and 
such a number in the pursuit, that above one-third 
of the Covenant'TS were reported to have fallen ; in 
which number, however, m ist be (computed a great 
many fat burgesses who broke their wind in the 
flight, and thus died without stroke of sword.* 

The victors obtained possession of Perth, and 
obtained considerable %ums of money, as well as 
ample supplies of arms and ammunition. But those 
advantages were to be balanced against an almost 
insurmountable inconvenience that uniformly at- 
tended a Highland army. The clans could be in 
no respec» Induced to consider themselves as regu- 
lar soldiers, or to act as such. ISven so late as the 

• Wc choose to quote our authority for a fact so singuiar : — 
“ A many burgesses were killed— twenty-five household- 
ers in St Andrews — many were hiirsten in the flight, and died 
without stroke.”— 5'ce Baillix's Letters, voL II. page 92. 

VOL. XV. P 
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year 1745-6, wlieri tlie Chevalier Charles Edward, 
by way of makings an example, raiised a soldier to 
be shot for desertion, tlie Hig1ilanders,«Evho com- 
posed liis army, w'ere alFected as inucli by indigna- 
tion as by fear. They could not conceive any prin- 
ciple of justice upon wdiich a man s life could bo 
taken, for merely going home Avhen it did not suit 
him to remain hanger with the army. Such had 
been the uniform practice of their fathers. When 
a battle was over, the campaign was, in their opi- 
nion, ended ; if it was lost, they sought safety in 
their mountains — if won, they returned there to 
secure tlieir booty. At other tim(»s they had their 
cattle to look after, and their liarvests to sow or 
reap, without which their families would have pe- 
rished for want. In either case, there was an end 
of their services for the time ; and Umugh they were 
easily enough recalled by the prospect of frt'sh ad- 
ventures and moro plunder, yet the opportunity of 
success Avas, in tlie meantime, lost, and could not 
afterwards be recovered. This circumstance serves 
to show, even if history haebnot made us acquaint- 
ed with the same fact, that the Highlanders had 
never been accustomed to make war with the view 
of permanent conquest, but only witli the hope of 
deaiving temporary advantage,, or deciding ,some 
immediate quarrel. It klso explains the riason why 
Montrose, with all his splendid successes, never 
obtained any secure or permanent footing in the 
Lowlands, and why even those Lowland noblemen 
and gentlemen, who were inclined to the royal cause, 
showed diffidence and reluctance to join an army of 
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a character so desultory and irregular^ as might lead 
them at all times tc apprehend that the Highland- 
ers, securing themselves by a retreat to tlieir moun- 
tains, would leave wliatever Lowlanders miglithave 
joined them to tlie mercy of an ufl'ended and pre- 
dominant enemy. The same consideration will also 
serve to account for the sudden marclies wliich 
jVlontrose was obliged to und(»rtake, in ordt*r to re- 
cruit his army in the mountains, and for the rapid 
c.lianges of fortune, by which we often find liim 
obliged to retreat from before those enemies over 
whom ho had recently been victorious. If there 
should be any who read tlieso talcs for any further 
purpose than that of immediate amusement, they 
will find these remarks not unworthy of their re- 
collc'ction. 

It was owing to sucdi causes, the slackness of tlie 
Lowland loyalists and the temporary desertion of 
his Highland followers, that Montrose found him- 
self, even after the decisive victory of Tippermuir, 
in no condition to face the second army with which 
Argyle advanced upon^him from the westward. In 
this emergency, supplying by velocity the want of 
strength, he moved suddenly from Perth to Dun- 
dee, and being refused admission into that town, 
fell nbrtliward upon Aberdeen, where he expected 
to be joined by the Gordcuis and other loyalists. 
But the zeal cf these gentlemen was, for the time, 
effectually bridled by a large body of Covenanters, 
commanded by the Lord Burleigh, and supposed 
to amount to three thousand men. These Alontrose 
boldly attacked with half their number. The bat- 
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tic was under the walls of the city, and the 

resolute valour of INlontrose’s followers was again 
successful against every disadvantage. ^ 

But it was the fate of this great commander al- 
ways to gain the glory, hnt seldom to reap the fruits 
of victory. He had scarcely time to repose his 
small army Hn Aberdeen, ere he found, on the one 
hand, that the (.Jordons were likely to be deternnl 
from joining him, by\he reiisons we have mention- 
ed, with some others peculiar to their chief, the 
IVlarrjuis of Hnntly ; on the other hand, Argyle, 
whose forc(?s had been augmented by those of seve- 
ral Lowland noblemen, advanced towards Montrose 
at the head of an army much larger than he hiul 
yet had to cope with. TJiese troops moved, indeed, 
with slowness, corresponding to tlio cautious cha- 
racter of thc;ir commander ; but even that caution 
rendered Argylc’s approach formidable, since his 
very a<lvance implied, that he was at the head of 
an army irresistibly superior. 

There remained one mode of retreat open to 
IMontrosc, and lie adopted jt. He threw himself 
into the Highlands, where he* could set pursuit at 
ilefiance, and where he was sure, in ev(»ry glen, to 
r(»cover those recruits wlio had left his standard to 
deposit their booty in their native fastnesses. It 
was thus that the singular character of .the army 
which Montrose commanded, wliiL*, on the one 
hand, it rendered his victory in some degree nuga- 
tory. enabled him, on the other, under the most 
disadvantageous circumstances, to secure his re- 
Ueut, recruit his forces, and render himself more 
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formidable than ever to the enemy, before whom he 
had lately been inictble to make a i^tand. 

On the present occasion he threw himself into 
Badenoch, and rapidly traversing that district, as 
well as the neighbouring country of Athole, he 
alarmed the Covenanters by siicc;essive attacks up- 
on various unexpected points, and spread such ge- 
neral dismay, that repeated orders were dispatched 
by th(j Parliament to Argyle, their commander, to 
engage, and disperse IVlontrose at all rates. 

These commands from his superiors neither suit- 
ed the haughty spirit, nor the temporizing and cau- 
tious policy, of the nobleman to whom they were 
addressed. Ife paid, accordingly, no regard to them, 
but limited his efforts to intrigues among Montrose’s 
few Lowland followers, many of whom ha<l become 
disgusted with the prospect of a Highland campaign, 
which exposed their persons to intolerable fatigue, 
and left their estates at the Covenanters’ mercy. 
Accordingly, several of them left Montrose’s camp 
at this period. He was joined, however, by a body 
of forces of more congenial spirit, and far better 
adapted to the situation in which Jie found himself. 
This reinforcement consisted of a large body of 
Highlanders, whom Colkitto, dispatched for that 
purpose, had levied in Argyleshire. Among the 
most distinguished was Johu of Moidart, called the 
Captain of Clan Ranald, with the Stewarts of Ap- 
pin, the Clan Gregor, the Clan M‘Nab, and other 
tribes of inferior distinction. By these means, Mon- 
trose’s army was so formidably increased, that Ar- 
gyle cared no longer to remain in the command of 
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that opposed to him, hiit returned to P^ditiburgh, 
and there threw up his commission, under pretence 
that his army was not supplied with reinforcements 
and provisions in tlio manner in wdiich they ought 
to have been. From thence the Marquis returned 
to Inverary, there, in full security, to govern his 
feudal vassafs, and patriarchal followers, and to re- 
pose himself in safety on the faith of the Clan pro- 
verb already quoted — It is a far cry to Luchow.’* 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Such inoiintalns sleep, such craiTiry liills, 

Ilis army on one side eiielu.Ne : 

Till* other side, jjreat jiri 'sly 

J)id feiKe i(h leiiiiy mire and moss. 

AViiich when tlie Karl understood, 
lie coiineil era\ed of cnptahiH all, 

AVho liade set lorth with nioiirnriil mood, 

Ami lake such forliine as woiilil fall. 

I'loddcn I’lcld, an Ancient Vonn, 

Montrose Imd now a splondlcl rareor in his view, 
provid(;d he could obtain tlu* consent of Ids gallant, 
but desultory troojis, and their independent chief- 
tains. The Lowlands lay open before him without 
an army adequate to c-lujck his career ; for Argyle’s 
followers had left tin* Covenanters’ host when their 
master threw up his conimissio|;i, and many other 
troops, tired of the war, had taken the same op- 
portunity to disband theinselvi*s. Ry descending 
Strath-Tay, therefore, one of the most convenient 
passes f 'em the Highlands, Montrose had only to 
present himself in the Lowlands, in order to rouse 
the slumbering spirit of chivalry and of loyalty 
which animated the gentlemen to tin* north of the 
Forth. The possession of these districts, with or 
without a victory, would give him the command of a 
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wealthy and fertile part of the kingdom^ and would 
enable him, by regular pay, to place his army on a 
more permanent footing, to penetrate as fiir as the 
capital, perhaps from thence to the Jk>rder, where 
he deemed it possible to communicate with the yet 
unsubdued forces of King Charles. 

Such was vhe plqn of operations by which the 
truest glory was to be acquired, and the most im- 
portant success insured for the royal cause. Ac- 
cordingly it did not escape the ambitious and daring 
spirit of him whose services had already acquired 
Inm the title of the Great Marquis. But other mo- 
tives actuated many of his followers, and perhaps 
were not without their secret and unacknowledged 
influence upon liis own feelings. 

The Western Chiefs in Montrose’s army, almost 
to a man, regarded the Marquis of, Argyle as the 
most direct and proper olpect of hostilities. Almost 
all of them had felt his power ; almost all, in with- 
drawing their fencible men from their own glens, 
left their families and property exposed to his ven- 
geance; all, without exceptmn, were desirous of 
diminishing his sovereignty ; and most of them lay 
so near his territories, that they might reasonably 
hope to be gratified by a share of his spoil. To these 
Chiefs the possession of Iiivcrary and its castle ;vvas 
an event infinitely more important and desirable 
than the capture of Edinburgh. Th6 latter event 
could only afford their clansmen a little transitory 
pay or plunder ; the former insured to the Chiefs 
themselves indemnity for the past, and security for 
the future. Besides these personal reasons, the 
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leaders, who favoured this opinion, p1«*iusibly ur^cd, 
that though, at his first descent into the Lowlands, 
Montrose miglit be superior to the enemy, yet 
every d.ay’s march he made from the liills must di- 
minish his own forces, and expose him to the accu- 
mulated superiority of any army whicdi the Cove- 
nanters could collect from the Lowlaiid levies and 
garrisons. On the other haml, by crushing Argyle 
effectually, he would not only permit his present 
western friends to bring out that proportion of their 
forces which they must otherwise leave at liomc for 
fjrotection of their families ; but farther, he would 
draw to his standard several tribes already friend- 
ly to his cause, but who were prevented from join- 
ing him by fear of AhCallum More. 

These arguments, as we have already hinted, 
found something responsive in Montrose’s own bo- 
som, not (piite consonant with the general heroism 
of his chariicter. The houses of Argyle and Mon- 
trose had been, in former times, repeatedly oppo- 
sed to each other in w^ar and in politics, and tho 
superior advantages Required by the former, had 
made them the subject of envy j^nd dislike to the 
neighbouring family, who, conscious of equal de- 
sert, had not been so richly rewarded. This was 
not all. The existing heads of these rival families 
had stood in the most marked opposition to each 
other since the commencement of the present trou- 
bles. 

Montrose, conscious of the superiority of his ta- 
lents, and of having rendered great service to the 
Covenanters at the beginning of the war, had ex- 
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pcctcd from tluit party the siipen'mincnce of coun- 
cil and roininand, wliicli they ji?(l;^ed it safer to in- 
trust to the Tnor(‘ limited faculties, and more exten- 
sive power, of his rival Arg*yle. The having award- 
ed this preference, was an injury which INIontrose 
never forj^ave the (’ovenanters ; and he w'as still 
less likely to extoml his pardon to Ar^yle, to whom 
he had been |)ostponed. lie was therefore stimu- 
lated by <»very feelirig- of hatred which could ani- 
mate a fiery temper in a tierce age, to seek for re- 
venge upon the enemy of his house and person ; 
and it is probable that these private motives ope- 
rated not a little upon his mind, when he found 
the princi[Kd part of his followtu's deterniiiHul rather 
to undertake an expedition against the tcuTitories 
of Argyle, than to lake the far more decisive step 
of descending at once into the Lo^ylands. 

Yet whatever temptatjon INlontrose found to car- 
ry into efteet his attack upon Argyleshire, he could 
not easily bring himself to renounce the splendid 
achievement of a descent upon the Lowlands, lie 
held more than one coiiintil with the principal 
Cliiefs, combating, perhaps, his own secret inclina- 
tion as well as theirs, lie laid before them the 
extreme dilticulty of marching even a Ifigbbind 
arni^ from the eastward into Argyleshire, tliroiigh 
passes scarcely practiciAle for shepherd*’ fM\d (feer- 
stalkers, and over mountains with which even the 
clans lying nearest to them did not pretend to bo 
thorough] y acquainted. These difficulties were great- 
ly enhanced by the season of the year, which was 
now advancing towards December, when the moun- 
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tain-passes, in tlieinselves so dilTniiilt, niiglit be ex- 
pected to be reiid( red utterly impassable by snow- 
storms. . These objoetions neither satisfied nor si- 
lenced the Chiefs, wlio insisted upon tlieir ancient 
mode of makiiif^ Av.ar, by driving the cattle, which, 
according to tlie (jaelic piirase, “ fed upon the grass 
of their enemy.” The council was dismissed late 
at night, and without coming to any decision, ex- 
cepting that the Chiefs, who supported the opinion 
that Argyle should be invaded, j^roniised to seek 
out among their followers those who might l>e most 
capable of iindtirtaking the office of guide's upon 
the expedition. 

Montrose had retired to the cabin 'wliicb served 
him for a tent, and stret<*bed himself upon a bc*d of 
4lry fern, the only place of repose w’hich it afford- 
ed. But he courted sleep in vain, for the visions 
of ambition excluded those of Morph(*iis. lii one 
imiment ho iniagined himself displaying tlie royal 
banner from the recoiupiered Castle of lOdinburgli, 
detaching assistance to a iiionarcli wdiost^ crown de- 
pended upon his suc(;pss, and receiving in re(|iiital 
all the advantages and preferments which could ho 
heaped upon him whom a king delighteth to honour. 
At another time this dream, splendid ns it was, 
faded before the vision of gratified vengeance and 
persona] triumph over a p rsonal enemy. To sur- 
prise Argyle in Ids stronghold of Inverary — to 
crush in luiii at once the rival of his own house and 
tlio cliicf support of the Presbyterians — to show 
the Covenanters the difference between the pre- 
ferred Argyle and the postponed Montrose, was a 
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picture too flattering to feudal vengeance to be 
easily relincpiislied. 

While he lay thus busied with contradictory 
thoughts and feelings, the soldier who stood sen- 
tinel upon his quarters announced to the Marquis 
that two persons desired to speak with his Excel- 
lency. 

“ IMieir names?'* answered Montrose, “and the 
cause of thedr urgency at such a late hour ?** 

On these points, the sentinel, who was one of 
Colkitto’s Irishmen, could afford his General little 
information ; so that Montrose, who at sucli a pe- 
riod durst refuse access to no one, lest he might 
have been neglecting some iin|)ortaiit intelligence, 
gave directions, as a necessary prc^caution, to put 
the guard under arms, and then prepared to re- 
ceive Ms untimely visitors. His groom of the cliam- 
bers had scarce lighted a pair of torches, and Alon- 
trose himself had scarce risen from his couch, when 
two men entered, one wearing a Lowland dress, of 
shainoy leather worn almost to tatters ; the other 
a tall u])right old Highlaiujer, of a complexion 
Avhich might be termed iron-grey, wasted and worn 
by frost and tempest. 

“ AVhat may be your commands with me, my 
friends?*' said the Marquis, his hand almost uncon- 
sciously seeking the bii^of one of his patois ; for 
the period, <*is well as the time of niglit, warranted 
suspicions which the good mien of his visitors was 
not by any means calculated to remove. 

“ 1 pray leave to congratulate you,’* said the 
Lowlander, “ my most noble General, and right 
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lionourablo lord, upon the great battles which you 
have achieved sincj I had the fortune to be detach- 
ed from yon. It was a pretty affair that tiiilzie at 
Tippermuir ; iievertlielcss, if I might be permitted 
to counser' 

“ JJefore 4loing so,” said the Marquis, will you 
be pleased to h*t me know wdio is so kind as to fa- 
vour me with his opinion ?*’ 

“ Truly, my lord,” replied the man, I should 
have hoped that was unnecessary, seeing it is not 
so long since 1 took on in your service, under pro- 
mise of a (commission as Major, with half a dollar 
of daily pay and half a dollar of arrears ; and I am 
to trust your lordship has not forgotten my pay as 
M'ell as my person ?” 

“ My good friend, Rfajor Dalgctty,” said IVfon- 
trose, Avho by this time perfectly recollect li his 
man, you must consider wdiat important things 
have happened to put my friends* faces out of my 
memory, besid('s this imperfect light ; but all con- 
ditions shall be k(»pt. — And what news from Ar- 
gyleshire, my good We have long given 

you up for lost, and I was now,preparing to take 
the most signal vengeance upon the old fox who 
infringed the law of arms in your person.*' 

‘‘ Truly, my noble lord,” said Dalgetty, “ I have 
no desirc; ^hat my return s'^ioiild put any stop to so 
propter and becoming an intention ; verily it is in 
no shape in the Earl of Argyle*s favour or mercy 
tliat I now stand before you, and 1 shall be no iiw 
terccssor for him. But my escape is, under Hea- 
ven, and the excellent dexterity which, as an old 
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and accomplished cavalier, I displayed in effecting 
the same, — I say, under tlieso, it is owing to the 
assistance of this old Highlander, whom J venture 
to recommend to your lordship’s special favour, as 
the instrument of saving your lordship’s to com- 
mand, Diigald Dalgetly of Drumthwacket.” 

“ A thankworthy service,” said the Marquis, 
gravely, “ wliich shall certaiidy be requited in the 
manner it deserves.” 

“ KiUMd down, Ranald,” said Major Dalgetty, 
(as we must now call liiin,) kneel down, and kiss 
his Excellency’s hand.” 

The prescribed form of acknowledgment not be- 
ing according to the custom of Ranald’s country, 
he contented himself with folding his arms on his 
bosom, and inaking a low inclination of his head. 

“ 'J’his poor man, my lord,” said Major Dalgetty, 
continuing his speech with a digiiiiied air of pro- 
tection towards Ranald ^1‘Kagli, has strained all 
liis slender means to defend iny person from mine 
enemies, althougli having no better weapons of a 
missile sort than bows and ar^pws, whilk your lord- 
ship will liardly believe.” 

“ You w’ill see a great many such weapons in my 
camp,” said Montrose, ‘‘ and we find them service- 
able.”* 

“ Serviceable, my lord!” said Dalgetty I trust 


• In fact, for the admirers of archery it may be stated, not 
only that many of the Highlanders in Montrose’s army used 
these antique missiles hnt even in England the bow and quiver, 
once the glory of the bold yeomen of that land, wore occasionally 
used during the great civil wars. 
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your lordship will permit me to be surprised — bows 
and arrows ! — I tr.ist you will forgive iny reeora- 
nicTiding^the substitution of inus>kets, the first eon- 
veiiient opportunity. But besides defending me, 
this honest Highlander also was at the pains of 
curing me, in respect that I had got a touch of the 
wars in my retreat, which merits my best requital 
in til is special introduction of him to your lord- 
ship's notice and protection. ' 

“ What is your nann*, i*iy friend ?” said Mon* 
trose, turning to the Highlander. 

“ Jt may not be spoken," answered the moun- 
taiiK^er. 

That is to say,” interpreted Major Dalgctty, 
“ he desire's to have his name concealed, in respect 
he hath in former days taken a castle, slain certain 
children, and done other things, whilk, as your good 
lordship knows, are often nractised in war time, but 
excite no benevolence towards the perpetrator in 
the friends of those who sustain injury. I luive 
known, in my military exjierience, many brave ca- 
valiers put to death by the boors, simply for having 
used military license upon the cpimtry.” 

** I understand,” «aid Montrose : “ This person 
is at feud with some of our followers. Let him re- 
tire to the court of guard, and wo will think of the 
best mode* of protecting hiai.” 

“ You hcai, Ranald,” said Major Dalgctty, with 
an air of superiority, “ his Kxcellency wishes to 
hold privy council with me, you must go to the 
court of guard. — lie does not know where that is, 
poor fellow ! — he is a young soldier for so old a 
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man ; T will put liim uridnr the ehar^c of a senti- 
iif4, and return to your lordship 'iiurontinent.” He 
did so, and returned aerordinj^ly. 

Montrose’s first enquiry respected the embassy 
to Inverary ; and lie listened with attention to 
Dalf^etty’s reply, notwithstandiiijr the prolixity of 
the Major ’s narrative. It required an effort from 
the JVIarquis to maintain his attention ; but no one 
lietterknew, that wheni information is to be derived 
from the report of such afi^ents as I)al*^etty, it can 
only be obtained by suffering them to tell their 
story in their own way. Accordingly the Mar- 
quis’s patience was at length rewarded. Among 
other spoils which the Captain thought himself at 
liberty to take, was a packet of vVrgyle’s private 
paj)ers. These he consigned to the liands of his 
General ; a humour of accounting, );owever, >vhich. 
w’ent no farther, for I d<» not understand that he 
made any mention of the purse of gold which he had 
approj)ricited at the same time that he made seizure 
of the papers aforesaid. Snatching a torch from 
tlio wall, Montrose was in an instant deeply engaged 
in the perusal of •these documents, in which it is 
probable lie found something to animate his per- 
sonal resimtment against Jiis rival Argylc. 

“ Hoes he not fear me ?” said he ; “ then lie shall 
feel me. Will he fire hiy castle of MiJiMoch ? — - 
Inverary shall raise the first smoke.— O for a guide 
through the skirts of Strath-Fillan !” 

Whatever might be Dalgetty’s personal conceit, 
he understood his business sufficiently to guess at 
Alontrose's meaning. Jle instantly interrupted his 
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own prolix narration of the skirmish which had 
taken place, and the wound lie had received in his 
retreat, and began to speak to the point which he 
saw interested his General. 

“ If,” said he, “ your Excellency wishes to make 
an infall into Argyleshire, this poor man, Ranald, 
of whom 1 told yon, together w ith his children and 
companions, know every pars inti> that land, both 
leading from the east and from the north.” 

“ Indeed !” said Afontrose ; “ what reason have 
you to believe their knowledge so extensive ?” 

“ So please your Excellency,” answered Dalget- 
ty, during the we(?ks that I remained with them 
for cure of my wound, they were repeatedly obli- 
ged to shift their quarters, in respect of Argyle’s 
repeated attempts to repossess himself of the per- 
son of an ofhc'.eA wlio was honoured with your Kx- 
ocllency’s confideiuie ; so that I had occasion to ad- 
mire the singular dexterity and knowledge of the 
face of the country with whudi they alternately 
‘achieved their retreat and their advance ; and when, 
at length, I was able t8 repair to your Excellency’s 
standard, this honest simple creatliro, Ranald Mac- 
Eagli, guided me by paths which my steed Giista- 
vus (which your lordship may remember) trode 
witl; perfect safety, so tlia^ I said to myself, chat 
where guides, spies, or intelligencers, were requi- 
red in a Highland campaign in tlnit western coun- 
try, more expert persons than he and his attcml- 
ants could not possibly be desired.” 

And can you answer for this man’s fidelity ?” 

said Montrose ; “ what is his name and condition ?” 

VOL. XV. g 
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“ llo is an outlaw and robber by profession, some- 
thing also of a lioniicide or iniirderor,” answered 
Dalgctty ; “ and by name, called Ranald IvTacKagh ; 
wliilk signifies, Ranald, llio Son of the Mist.” 

“ I should renieniher something of that name,” 
said Montrpse, pausing : “ Did not these Children 
of the Mist ptjrputratc some act of cruelty upon 
the IM^Aulays ?• 

IVlajor Dalgetty mentioned the eirciimstanee of 
the murder of tiro forester, and Montrose s active 
memory at once recalled all the circumstances of 
the feud. 

‘‘ It is most unlucky,” said Montrose, “ this in- 
expiable qtiarnd between these men and the M‘Au- 
lays. Allan has borne himself bravely in these wars, 
and possesses, by the wild mystery of his beha- 
viour and language, so much iidluence over the 
minds of his countryn;fm, that the. consequences of 
disobligiilg him might be serious. At the same 
time, these men being so capable of rendering use- 
ful service, and being, as you say. Major Dalgetty, 
perfectly trust-wortliy” — 5— 

“ I will pledgtj my pay and arrears, my horse and 
arms, my head and neck, upon their fidelity,” said 
the Major ; “ and your Excellency knows, that a 
so'idado could say no more for his own father.” 

“ True,” said Montrose ; “ but as t/its is a mat- 
ter of particular moment, I would willingly know 
the grounds of so positive an assurance.” i 

“ (voncisely then, my lord,” said the Major, << not 
only did they disdain to profit by a handsome re- 
ward which Argylc did me the lionour to place upon 



A LEGEND OF MONTUUSE. 


243 


this poor lioful of mi no, and not only did they ab- 
stain IVoni pilla^iiip^ my personal property, whilk 
'was to ifn anioiiiit that would have tempted regular 
soldiers in any serviee of Europti; and not only 
did they restore me my horse, whilk your Exeel- 
lency knows to he of value, but I eoiild not prevail 
on them to accept one stiver, doit, or mariivedi, for 
the troublii and <ixpenses ^iek bed. Thciy 

actually refiist‘d my coined money when freely of- 
fen*d, — a tale seldom to be told in a Cliristian land.” 

“ I admit,” said Montrose, after a moment's ro- 
llection, “ that tlu'ir conduct towards you is good 
evidence of their fid(‘lity ; hut how to secure against 
the breaking out of this feud?” lie paused, and 
th(‘u sud<lenly added, I had forgot I have supped, 
wliile you, Major, have been travelling by moon- 
light.” 

He called to liis iittenv'.ants to fetch a stoup of 
wine and some refreshments. Major Dalgetty, who 
had the a])petite of a convalescent returned from 
Highland quarters, m*eded not any pressing to par- 
take of what was s#*t1i)efore him, but proceeded to 
dispatch liis food with such alacfity, that the Mar- 
(|uis, hlliiig a cup of wine, and drinking to his health, 
could not help remarking, that coarse as the pro- 
vis,! )ns of his cairp Avere, he was afraid Major Dal- 
getty had' fared inin h worscj during his excursion 
into Argyleshire. 

“ Y<iur Exc(‘lleiicy may tak<» your corporal oatli 
upon that,” said the worthy Major, speaking with 
his mouth full; “ for Argyle’s bread and w'ater are 
yet stale and mouldy in my recollection, and though 
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they did their best, yet the viands that tlic Children 
of the Mist procured for me, poor helpless creatures 
as they were, were so unrefreshful to my body, that 
when enclosed in my armour, whilk I was fain to 
leave behind me for expedition’s sake, I rattled 
thereifi like tlie shrivelled kernel in a nut that hath 
been kept on to a second Hallowe’en.” 

You must take tli" due means to repair these 
losses, JVfsijor Dalgetty.” 

“ In troth,” answered the soldier, “ I shall hardly 
he able to compass that, unless my arrears are to 
be exchanged for present pay ; for I protest to your 
Excellency, that the three stone weight which I 
have lost were simply raised upon the regular ac- 
countings of the States of ITollaml.” 

‘‘In that case,” said the Marquis, “ you are only 
reduced to good marching order. As for tlie pay, 
let us once have victory-^ -victory, JV^ijor, and your 
wishes, and all our wishes, shall he amply fuliilled. 
Meantime, help yourself to another cup of wine.” 

“ To your Excellency’s health,” said the Major, 
filling a cup to the brim, t^ show the zeal with 
which he drank thfe toast, “ and victory over all our 
enemies, and particularly over Argyle ! 1 hope to 
twitcli another handful from his beard myself — 1 
have^iad one pluck at it already^’ 

“ Very true,” answered Montrose : “ Diit to re- 
turn to these- men of the Mist. You understand, 
Dalgetty, that their presence here, and the purpose 
for which we employ them, is a secret between you 
and me ?” 

Delighted, as Montrose had anticipated, with this 
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mark of his Gcnorars confidence, the Major laid 
his hand upon his nose, and nodded intelliji^eiicG. 

Ho\f many may there be of Ranald's follow- 
ers ?’* continued the Marquis. 

“ They are reduced, so tar as I know, to some 
ciglit or ten men," answered Major Dalgetty, “ and 
a few women and children.” 

Where are they now ?” demanded Montrose. 

‘‘ In a valley, at three miles’ distance," answered 
the soldier, “ awaitinp^ your Excellency’s command; 
1 judp^ed it not fit to bring them to your leaguer 
without your Excellency's orders." 

“ You judged very well,” said Montrose ; “ it 
would be proper that they remain where they are, 
or seek some more distant place of refuge. 1 will 
send them money, though it is a scarce ai’ticlo with 
me at present.” 

“ It is quite unnecessary,” said Major Dalgctty ; 
“ your Excellency has only to hint that the M‘Aii- 
lays arc going in that direction, and my friends of 
the JVIist will instantly make volte-face, and go to 
the right about.” 

That were scarce courteous,”* said the Msirquis. 

Better send them a few dollars to purchase them 
some cattle for the support of the women and child- 
ren.” 

“ The/ know how to come by their cattle at a 
far cheaper rate,” said the Major ; << but let it be 
as your Excidlency wills.” 

** Let Ranald MacEagh,” said Montrose, select 
one or two of his followers, men whom he can trust, 
and who are capable of keeping their own secret 
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and ours ; tlioso, with tli«‘ir cliiof for scjout*master- 
genoral, shall srrvo for our guides. Let them be 
at iny tent to-morrow at daybreak, and s<.e, if pos- 
sible, that tliey neither lioness my purpose, nor hold 
any comniiiniealion with each other in private. — 
This old man, has he any childrmi ?” 

“ They have been killed or han«;ed,” answered 
the Major, to tlie iiinnber of a round dozen, as I 
believe — but he hath left one i^rand-<*hild, a smart 
and hopefid youth, w’hoin I have noted to be never 
W'ithout a pebble in his plaid-nook, to fliiij^ at what- 
soever ini*^ht come in his way; beinp^ a symbol, 
that, like David, who was acciislomeil to sliii"’ 
smooth stones taken from tbe brook, lu» may after- 
wards [irove an adventurous warrior,” 

‘‘ That boy, Alajor Dal^etty,” said the Marcjuis, 
“ I will have, to attend upon my ^ wn person. I 
presume he will have * eiise eiionjrh to keep his 
name se«‘Tet ?” 

“ Voiir Excellency need not fear that,’* answer- 
ed Dal^etty ; “ these lfif;;hland imps, from the mo- 
ment they chip the slieU’’ •- 

“ Well,” interrupted Afontrose, “that boy shall be 
pled^«5 fur the fidelity of his parent, and if he prove 
faithful, the child’s preferment shall be his reward. 
— And now, Alajor Dalgelty, J will license your 
departure for the night ; to-morrow y(»it will in- 
troduce this MacEagh, under any luime or charac- 
ter lie may please to assume. 1 presume his pro- 
fession has rendered him sufficiently expert in all 
sort of disguises; or we may admit John of Moi- 
dart into our schemes, who has sense, practicabili- 
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ty, and inidligcncn, and will probably allow this 
man for a tiitio to be disp^iiisod as one of his fol- 
lowers. ^<\)r yon, Alajor, my groom of the cham- 
bers will l)e your (juart(T-inaster for this evening.*' 
Alajor Dalgetty took his leave with a joyful 
lieart, greatly elated Avitli tlie n'ception he had met 
with, and imirli pleased with the personal manners 
of bis new (leneral, wliicb, as lie explained at great 
leiigtii to Ranald AfacEagb, reminded him in many 
r(‘spects of the <lemeaiiour of the immortal Giista- 
viis Adolphus, the idoii of tin* North, and Bulwark 
of the Protestant Faith. 
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, CHAPTER XVII. 

• 

The march begins infinilitary state. 

And nations on his eyes siispendiMl wait ; 

Stern iainine guards tite sulitury coast, 

And winter barricade.s the realms of frost, 
lie comes,— nor want, nor cold, liis coiirst* delay. 

Vanittf of Human iris/ies. 


By break of day Montrose received in his cabin 
old MiicEagli, and questioned him long and parti- 
cularly as to the means of approaching the country 
of Argyle. He made a note of liis insurers, which 
he compared with thosevof two of. his followers, 
whom he introduced as the most prudent and ex- 
perienced. He found them to correspond in all 
respects ; but, still unsatisfied where precaution wsis 
so necessary, the Marquis c«ii^pared the informa- 
tion he had receiYiMl with that he was able to col- 
lect from the Chiefs who lay most near to the des- 
tined scene of invasion, and being in all respects 
satis^ed of its accuracy, he resolved to proceed in 
full reliance upon it. * 

In one point Montrose changed his mind. Having 
judged it unfit to take the boy Kenneth into his 
own service, lest, in case of his birth being disco- 
vered, it should be resented as an offence by the 
numerous clans who entertained a feudal enmity to 
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this devoted family, he re(jiiestod the Major to take 
him in attendance lApon himself ; and as lie accom- 
panied tliis request with a handsome douceur ^ under 
pretence of clothing and equipping the lad, this 
change was agreeable to all parties. 

It was about brcakfast-tiine, when Major Dal- 
gclty, being dismissed by Montrose, went in quest 
of his old acquaintance's, Lord Menteith and the 
M^Aulays, to whom he longed to communicate his 
own adventures, as well as to learn from them the 
particulars of the campaign. It may be imagined 
he w'as receiv^ed with great glee by men to whom 
the late uniformity of their military life had ren- 
dered any change of society an interesting novelty. 
Allan M^Aulay alone seemed to recoil from his 
former acquaintance, although, when challenged by 
his brother, he^could render no other reason than 
a reluctance to be familisii* with one >vho had been 
so lately in the company of Argyle, and other ene- 
mies. Major Dalgetty was a little alarmed by this 
sort of instinctive consciousness which Allan seem- 
ed to entertain rcspccling the society he had been 
lately keeping ; he was soon satisfied, however, that 
tlie pen^eptions of the seer in this particular were 
not infallible. 

As Ranald MacKagh was to be placed mder 
Major IXilgetty’s protection and superintendence, 
it was necessary he should present him to those per- 
sons with whom he w'as most likely to associate. 
The dress of the old man had, in the meantime, 
been changed from the tartan of his clan to a sort 
of clothing peculiar to the men of the distant Isles, 
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ri'scmblinj^ si wsiistoosit with sleeves, and a potti- 
eosit, sill nisule in one piece. This dress was hiccd 
from top to bottom in front, and bore soiw> rcscm- 
bhinee to thsit (;silled Polonsiise, still worn by child- 
ren in Scotland of the lower rank. "Ilie lartsin hose 
Sind bonnet completed the dress, which old men of 
the hist century renvunbm-ijd ivell to liave seen worn 
by tlu! distant Tslesmen who <*ame to the Karl of 
IVfsir’s st.nndard in the year 171.5, 

Major Dalgetty, kee|Ving liis eye on Allan sis he 
spoke, introductid Rsinald Macibiif^h under the fic- 
titious name of Itsinahi MsicGillilniroii in lienbe- 
cnla, \vho had I'scsiped with him out of Ar^yle’s 
prison. He recommended him as a j)erson skilful 
in the arts of the harper and the seiuichie, sind by 
no means contemptible in the fjuality of ix second- 
sighted person or seer. While makijyig this exposi- 
tion, Major Dalgetty stapimered and hesitated in a 
way so unlike the usual glib forwardness of his 
manner, tliat he could not have failed to have given 
suspicion to Allan M‘Auhiy, had not that person s 
whole attention been eiigage^l in steadily perusing 
tlie features of tlu^ person thus introduced to him. 
This stesidy gaze so much embarrassed Ranald 
MacKagh, tliat his hand was beginning to sink 
dow'B, towards his dagger, in expectation of a hos- 
tile assault, when Allstn, suddenly crestiing the 
floor of the hut, extended his hand tO him in the 
way of friendly greeting. They sat down side 
by side, and conversed in a low mysterious tone 
of voice. Menteitli and Angus M‘Aulay were not 
surprised at this, for there prevailed among the 
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ITif^lilaiulers who protended to tlio soeond-sij^lit, a 
sort of freemasonry, w'hicli f^eiuM*alIy induced tliem, 
upon nuv'tiiii*', t<» linhl coniinuiiicatiou with each 
other on tlio nature and extent of their visionary 
oxperienees, 

“ Does tli(* si,u:ht eoine i^looiny u])oii your spirits?'’ 
said Allan to his iu‘\v acquainlence. 

“ As dark as the shadow upon tin* moon,’' re- 
plied Ranald, ‘‘ wlnm she is darkened in lior mid- 
course in heaven, and ]>ropliels forettdUif evil time's.” 

“ Come Iiither,*’ said Allan, “ come more this 
Avay, 1 Avonld converse with you apart ; for men 
say tiiat in your distant islands the sii» lit is poured 
forth with more clearness and power than upon iis, 
wh<) dwell near the Sassenacli.” 

While they were plunged into their mystic con- 
ference, the two Kni^lish cavaliers entered the cabin 
ill the hip;hest possible spirits, and announced to 
Angus iM‘Aulay that orders had been issued that all 
should hold themselves in readiness for an imnnuliate 
march to the westward. Hiiving delivered them- 
selves of their news wi^-h much glee, they paid their 
4 *ompliments to their old accpiaiiUance Major Dal- 
getty, whom they instantly recognised, and enquired 
after the health of his charger, Gustaviis. 

“ 1 humbly tliank you, gentlemen,” answered the 
soldier, Gustavus is well, dioiigh, like his master, 
somewhat barer on the ribs than when you offered 
to relieve me of him at Darrdinvarach ; and let me 
assure you, that before you have made one or two 
of those inarches which you seem to contemplate 
'with so much satisfaction in prospect, you will leave 
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iny good knights, some of your English beef, and 
probably an Englisli liorse or tivo, behind you.” 

Both exclaimed that they cared very lUtle what 
they found or what they left, provided the scene 
changed from dogging up and down Angus and 
Aberdeenshire, in pursuit of an enemy who would 
neither iighv nor run away. 

‘‘If such be the case,” said Angus M‘Aulay, “ I 
must give orders to ihy followers, and niiike provi- 
sion too for the safe conveyance of Auriot Lyle; 
for an advance into M‘Callum More's country will 
he a farther and fouler road than these pinks of 
Cumbrian knighthood are aware of.” So saying, 
he left the cabin. 

“ Annot Lyle I” repeated Dalgelty, “ is she fol- 
lowing the campaign ?” 

“ Surely^,” replied Sir Giles IVIuggravo, his eye 
glancing slightly from Lord Mcntcith to Allan 
JM‘Aiilay ; “ wx» could neither march nor fight, ad- 
vance nor retreat, without the influence of the Prin- 
cess of Harps.” 

“ The Princess of Broadswords and Targets, I 
say,” answ’ered his companion'; “ for the Lady of 
Montrose herself could not be more courteously 
w'aited upon ; she has four Highland maidens, and 
as many bare-legged gillies, to wait upon her or- 
ders.” 

“ And what would you have, gentlemen ?” said 
Allan, turning suddenly from the Highlander with 
whom he was in conversation ; “ would you your- 
selves have left an innocent female, the companion 
of your infancy, to die by violence) or pcri&h by 
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famine ? There is not, by this time, a roof upon the 
habitation of my fathers — our crops have been de- 
stroyed, Aid our cattle have been driven — and you, 
gentlemen, have to bless fvod, tliat, coming from a 
milder and more civilized country, you expose only 
your own lives in tins remorseless war, without ap- 
prehension that your enemies will visit with their 
vengeance tlie defenceless pledges you may have 
left behind yon.” 

The Englishmen cordially agreed that they had 
the superiority in this respect ; and the com{>any, 
now dispersing, went each to his several charge or 
occupation. 

Allan lingered a moment behind, still question- 
ing the reluctant lianald MacEngh upon a })oint in 
his supposed visions, by which he was greatly per- 
plexed. “ llepeatedly,” he said, “ have I had the 
sight of a Gael, who secur'd to plunge his weapon 
into the body of Menteith, — of that young noble- 
man in the scarlet laced cloak, who has just now left 
the bothy, Ihit by no elfort, though 1 have gazed 
till iiiy eyes were almost fixed in the sockets, can I 
discover tlie face of this ITighhuiiler, or even con- 
jecture Avho lie may be, although his person and 
air seem familiar to me.”* 

“ Have you reversed your oavii plaid,” said Ra- 
nald, << aixording to the rule of the experienced 
Seers in such case ?” 

I have,” anwered Allan, speaking low, and 
shuddering as if with internal agony. 


Note, p. 265. Wraiths. 
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And in wliiit did the phantom tlicn ap- 

pear to yon said Ranald. 

“ With liis plaid also reversed,” aiiswc^d Allan^ 
in the same low and eoiivulsed toiu». 

“ Then he assiire<l,” said Ranald, “ that your 
own liand, and none otlier, will do the deed 
which you liave witnessed the shatlow.'’ 

“ So has niy anxious soul a liiindred times snr- 
niise*!,” replied Allan. “ But it is impossible ! 
Were I to read the re’eord in the eternal book of 
fate, I would declare it impossibh; — Ave are bound 
by the ties of blood, and by a hundred ties more 
intimate — we have stood side* by side in battle, and 
our swords have reeked with the blood of the same 
enemies — it is iMPossmLE T should htirm him !” 

‘‘ That you wiiiL do so,” ansAVered Ranald, is 
certain, tliouf^h the cause be liid in tJie darkness of 
futurity. You say,” he continued, siippressing* his 
own emotions Avith dilliculty, “ that side by side you 
have pursued your prey like bloodhounds — liaA^e 
you never seen bloodhounds turn their fan^s against 
each other, and fight over tiie body of a throttled 
deer ?” • 

‘Mt is false !” said IVPAulay, starting up, “ these 
are not the forebodings of fate, but the temptation 
of 4iome evil spirit from the bottomless pit!” ^o 
saying, he strode out the cabin. - > 

“ Tlioii bast it !” said the Son of tlie Mist, look- 
ing after him Avith an air of exultation ; the barb- 
ed arroAV is in thy side I Spirits ol* the slaughtered, 
rejoice ! soon shall your murderers’ swords be dyed 
in each other s blood.” 
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On tlio succeeding morning nil was prepared, 
and Montrose ad\anced by rapid niiirclios up the 
river Tay, and poured his desnltory forces into the 
romantic vale around the lake of tlie same name, 
which lies at the head of that river. The inhabit- 
ants were Campbells, not indeed the vassals of Ar- 
gyle, but of the allied and kin^ln^l house of Glon- 
orehy, which now bears the name of Breadalbane. 
Being taken by surprise, they wore totally unpre- 
pared for resistance, and were compelled to be 
passive witnesses of the ravages which took place 
among their flocks and herds. Advancing in this 
manner to the vale of Loch Dochart, and laying 
waste the country around him, Montrose reached 
the most diflicult point of his enterprise. 

To a modern army, cv«*n with tin* assistance of 
the good miUtary road which now leads up by 
Teinedrum to the head (d* Loc,h Awe, the passage 
of these extensive Avilds would seem a task of some 
diflicult y. But at this j)eriod, and for long after- 
Avards, there AA^as no road or path Avhatsoever ; and 
to add to the difliculty, the mountains Avere already 
cover<?d Avith snoAV. Jt Avas a sublime scene to look 
up to them, piled in great masses, one upon ano- 
ther, the front rank of ilazzling Avhiteness, while 
those Avhich arose behind them caught a rosy, tint 
from th^‘ setting of a deaf wintry sun. Ben Cru- 
achan, superior in magnitude, and seeming the very 
citadel of the Genius of the Region, rose high above 
the others, shoAving his glimmering and scathed 
peak to the distance of many miles. 

The followers of Montrose were men not to be 
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daunted by the sublime, yet terrible prospect be- 
fore them. IVfany of them were of that ancient 
race of Higlilanders, wlio not only willingly made 
their couch in the snow, but considered it as effe- 
minate luxury to use a snowb.all for si pillow. Plun- 
der and revenge Isiy beyond the frozen inountsiins 
which they Celield, and they did not permit them- 
selves to be dsiun|ed by the difficulty of traversing 
them. Montrose did not allow their spirits time 
to subside. He ord(;red the pipes to play in the 
van the ancient pibroch entitled, “ IToggil nam l)Oy* 
d:c. (that is, We come through snow-drift to drive 
the prey ;) the shrilling sounds of which had often 
struck tlie vales of the Lennox with terror.* The 
troops advanced with the nimble alacrity of moun- 
taineers, and were soon involved in the dangerous 
pass, through which Ranald acted ^s their guide, 
going before them with select party, to track out 
the ’way. 

The power of nuin at no time appears more con- 
temptible than when it is placed in contrast with 
scenes of natural terror and digriity. The victorious 
army of Montrose, whose exploits had struck ter- 
ror into all Scotland, when ascending up this terri- 
fic pass, seemed a contemptible handful of stragglers, 
in the act of being devoured by the jaws of the moun- 
tain, which appeared ready to close U|Son them. 
Even Montrose half repented the bohlness of his 
attempt, ns he looked down from the summit, of the 

■ It is the fainily-niarch of the ]VI‘Farl:ino^, n wiirlike and 
predatory clan, who inhabited the western banks of Loch -Lo- 
mond. See Note on Waverley, Vol. II. p. t3l. 
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first eminenco wliicli ho attained, upon the scattered 
condition of his sn.all army. The difficulty of ^ot- 
tinj^ for^'ard was so j^roat, that considerable j^aps 
bewail to occur in the line of march, and the distance 
between the van, centre, and rear, was each nio- 
iiient increased in a degree equally incommodious 
and dangerous. It was with great .:pprehension 
that IMontrose looked upon every point of advan- 
tage which the hill aiforded. In oread it might be 
found occupied by an enemy prepared for defence ; 
and he often afterw^ards was lieard to express his 
conviction, that had the passes of Strath-Fillan been 
defended by tw’o hundred resolute men, not only 
would his progress have been effiectually stopped, 
but his army must have been in danger of being 
totally cut off. Security, however, the bane of many 
a strong country, and many a fortress, betrayed, on 
this occasion, the district (»f Argyle to his enemif^s. 
The invaders had only to contend with the natural 
difficulties of the path, and w'ith the snow, which, 
fortunately, had not fallen in any great quantity. 
The army no sooner reached the summit of the ridge 
of hills dividing Argyleshire from the district of 
Broadalbane, than they rushed dowm upon the de- 
voted vales beneath them with a fury sufficiently 
expressive of the motives which had dictated a 
movement so difficult and >,azardous. 

Montrose divided his army into three bodies, in 
order to produce a wdder and more extensive ter- 
ror, one of which was commanded by the Captain 
of Clan Ranald, one intrusted to the leading of Col- 
kitto, and the third remained under his own direc- 

VOL. XV. 
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tion. He was thus enabled to penetrate the country 
of Argyle at three different points. Resistance 
there was none. The flight of the shepherds from 
the hills had first Jinnouneed in the peopled districts 
this foririidahio irrijj)tion, and wherever the cLans- 
men were summoned out, they were killed, dis- 
armed, and dispersed, by an enemy who had anti- 
cipated their motions. Major Dalgetty, who had 
he<*n sent forwaW against Jiiverary with the few 
horse of the army that were fit for service, mana- 
ged his matters so well, tliat he had very nearly 
surprised Argyle, as lie expressed it, inter pocula ; 
and it was only a rapid flight by water which saviul 
that cliief from death or captivity. Hut the punish- 
ment which Argyle himself escaped fell heavily up- 
on his country and clan, and the ravages committed 
by iVfontrosc on that devoted laml, although too 
consistent with the genius of the country and times, 
have been repeatedly and justly quoted as a blot 
on his actions and character. 

Argyle in the mesantime had fled to Edinburgh, to 
lay his complaints before the^Conveiition of Estates. 
To meet the exigence of the moment, a consider- 
able army was raised under General Haillie, a Pres- 
byterian officer of skill and fidelity, witli whom was 
jointed in command the celebrated Sir John (Jrrie, 
a soldier of fortune like Dalgetty, who had already 
changed sides twice during the Civit War, and was 
<iestined to turn his coat a third time before it w;is 
ended. Argyle also, burning with indignation, pro- 
ceeded to levy his own numerous forces, in order 
to avenge liimself of his feudal enemy. He esta- 
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blished his head-quarters at Dunbarton, where he 
was soon joined by a considerable force, consisting 
chiefly *hf his own clansmen and dependents. Being 
there joined by Baillie and Urrie, witli a very con- 
siderable army of regular forct’S, he prepared to 
march into Argylesliire, and chastise the invader 
of liis paternal territori<‘s. 

But Montrose, while tl»PS(i <^wo formidable ar- 
mies were f(»rining a junction, hail btuni recalled 
from tliat ravaged country by the approacli of a 
third, collected in the north under the Earl of Sea- 
forth, who, after some hesitation, having embraced 
the side of tlie Covenanters, had now, with the as- 
sistance of the veteran garrison of Inverness, form- 
ed a considerable army, with which he threatened 
Montrose from Inverness-shire. J^hiclosed in a 
wasted and unfriendly country, and menaced on 
each side by advancing e *eiuies of superior force, it 
might have been supposed that Montrose’s destruc- 
tion was certain. But these were precisely the cir- 
cumstances under wliich the active and enterprising 
genius of the Great ^farquis was calculated to ex- 
cite the wonder and admiratioif of his friends, the 
astonishment and terror of his encmiies. As if by 
magic, he collected his scattered forces from the 
wasteful occupation in which they had been enga- 
ged ; aiid scarce W’ere they again united, ere Ar- 
gyle and his associate generals were informed, that 
the royalists, having suddenly disappeared from Ar- 
gyleshire, had retreated northwards among the 
dusky and impenetrable mountains of Lochaber. 

The sagacity of the generals opposed to ^lon- 
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trose, iiniDodiatdy conjectured, that it was the pur. 
])o.se of their active antapconist to tight with, and, if 
])f)s!iiible, tf) destroy Seaforth, ere they coiiid come 
to his assistance. This occasioned a corresponding 
cliaiige in tln^ir operations. Leaving tliis chieftain 
to make the best defence he could, Urrie and Bail- 
lie again s(‘j>«irated choir forces from those of Ar- 
gyle ; and, having chiefly horse and Lowland troops 
under tlieir (tommaml, they kept the southern side 
of the Grampian ridge, moving along eastward into 
tlie county of Angus, resolving from thence to pro- 
ceed into Aberdeenshire, in order to intercept Mon- 
trose, if he should attempt to escape in that direc- 
tion. 

Argyle, with his own levies and other troops, 
undertook to follow Montrose’s march ; so that, in 
4!ase lie should come to action eitluT with Seaforth, 
or with Baillie and Urricf he might he placed be- 
twe<*n two fires by this third army, which, at a se- 
cure distance, was to hang upon his rear. 

For this purpose, Argyle once more moved to- 
wards Jnverary, having an tfpportiiTiity, at every 
step, to deplore the severities which the hostile 
( iaiis liad exercised on his dependents and coun- 
try. ^V^hatever noble qualities the Highlanders 
possessed, and they had many, clemency in treatmg 
Si hostile country was not of the number ; but even 
the ravages of hostile troops combined to swell the 
number of Argyle's followers. It is still a l^igh- 
land proverb. He whose house is burnt must be- 
come a soldier ; and hundreds of the inhabitants of 
these unfortunate valleys bad now no means of 
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maintenance, save by exercising upon others the 
severities they had themselves sustained, and no 
future prospect of happiness, excepting in the gra- 
tification of revenge. Ilis bands were, therefore, 
augmented by the very circumstances which had 
desolated his country, and Argyle soon found him- 
self at the head of thrt^e thousTiid determined men, 
distinguished for a<;tivity end courage, and com- 
mandiid by gentlemen of his own name, who yield- 
ed to none in those qualities. Under himself, he 
conferred the principal command upon Sir Duncan 
Campbell of Ardenvohr, and another Sir Duncan 
Campbell of Auchenbreck,* an experienced and 
veteran soldier, whom he had recalled from the 
wars of Ireland for this purpose. Thf‘ cold spirit 
of Argyle himself, however, clogged th(‘ military 
councils of his more intrepid assistants ; and it was 
resolved, notwitlistandiiq^ their increased force, to 
observe the same plan of operations, and to fol- 
low Montrose cautiously, in whatever direction he 
should march, avoiding an engagement until an op- 
portunity should ocUlir of falling upon his rear, 
while he should be engaged with another enemy in 
front. 


Thisi cliaracter is historical. 
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NOTE TO CHAPTER XVII. 

Note, p. 253.— W RAiTirs. 

A species of appsiriticMi, similar to what tlie Germans call a 
Double- Ganger, was iJclievcil in by Ibi* Celtic tribes, and is still 
I'Oiisidcml as an cinbleiri of misfortune or death. Mr Kirke, 
(See Note to Hob Roy, Vol. IT. p. 179,) the minister of Aber- 
foil, who will no doubt be able to tell us more of the matter 
should he ever come back from Fairy-land, gives us the Adlow- 
ing 

“ Some men of that exalted sight, cither by art or natm'e, 
liave told me they have seen at these mis'tings a double man, or 
the shape of some man in two places, tluit is, a siip«*rteri’anean 
;uid a subterraiie^ui inhabitant perfectly resembling one an- 
other in all points, whom he, notwithstanding, could easily dis- 
tinguish one from another by some secret tokrfis and operations, 
and so go speak to the man his «ieighbour and familiar, passing 
by the apparition or resemblance of him. Ifhey avouch tliat 
every element and different state of being have animals resem- 
bling those of another clement, as there be fishes at sea re- 
sembling IMonks of late order in all their hoods and dresses, so 
as the Homan invention of good and bad demons and guardian 
angels particularly assigned, is called by them ane ignorant mis- 
take, springing only from this originalL They call this reflex 
man a Co-Wtdker, evci*y way like the man, as a twin-brother 
and companion haunting him as his shadow, as is that seen and 
known among men resembling the original!, both before and 
after tne <»rigiriall is dead, and was also oYteii seen of old to en- 
ter a hous, by which the people knew that the person of that 
liknes was to visit them within a few days. This copy, echo, 
or living picture, goes at last to his own herd. It ae^ompanied 
that person so long and frequently for ends best known to its 
selve, whether to guard him from the secret assaults of some of 
its own folks, or only as an sportfull ape to countei'feit aU Ids 
actions,’*— Kirke’s Secret Commonwealth, p. 3* 
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ITiP two followiiijir appuritiofis, the vision of Al- 

lan M^Auky in the tey^t, (Knir in TIuMiphihis Irisiilanus, ( Rev. 
IMi* Fraser’s Treatise on the Sim'oikI Si^ht, Relations x, and 
xvii. ) ' 

“ Barbara IMaqdierson, reliet of the deceaseil Mr Alexander 
^lacLeod, late minister of St Kildn, inhu med me the natives 
of that islanrl had a jKirtieiilar kind of second si^ht, which is 
always a Ibrenmner of their appmaelilriir ernl. Some months 
before they sicken, they are haunted w'th an a|»parition,resem- 
hliiifT themselves in all rispeets as to theij’ person, features, or 
clothinj;. This ima»e, seeniinylj : iiim..ted, walks with them 
in the, held in broad daylight ; and if they an* einpIo)ed in del- 
viiijf, harrowing, seed-sowinjif, or any other oc<aipation, they are 
at the same tiiiie mimicked h\ this ghostly visitant. My in- 
former added farther, that having visited a sick person of the 
iiihabittuits, she had tin* curiosity to ein|uire of him, if at any 
time he had seen any resemhlaiiee of himself as above described ; 
he answered in the atlirmative, and told her, that to make far- 
ther trial, as he was goin^ out (d’ his house of a moriiintr, he put 
on straw-rope j;aiters instead of those he formerly usikI, and 
haviiifr jrone to the fields, his iither self appeared in such garters. 
The conclusion was, the sick man died of that ailment, and she 
no longer questioiie<l the truth of those remarkable presages.” 

“ Margaret Ilf icLeod, an honest woman adviuicisi in years, 
informed me, that when slie was a young woman in the fami- 
ly of Grishoriiish, a dairy-maid, who daily used to herd the 
calves ill a park close to the house, observed, at different times, 
a woman resembling lierseJf in shape and attire, widking soli- 
tarily at no great distance *from her, and b(*iiig surprised at the 
apparition, to make further trial, she put the back part of her 
upper garment foremost, and aiioii the phantom was dressed in 
tile same manner, which made her uneasy, believing it portend- 
ed some fatal consequence to herself. In a short time thece- 
afte; she was seized w ith a fever, which brought her to h.r end, 
and before uer sickness and on her deathbed, deduied the second 
sight to several.” 
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CHAPTER XVII r. 

Piobracht au Dnnuil-ilhn, 

Piobrachot ail Dot! nil, 
l^'mbrarlift ai;iis^S'brpUtat h 
Fcaclit an J iinerinchy. 

Tbc war-tuiic of Donald Ihp Black, 

'I'ho Avar-iiiiip of Black Donald, 

'i’hc pijMjs and tin* banner 

Are np in the rendezvous of Inverlorhy. 


The military road connecting tlie chain of forts, 
as it is called, and running in the general line of 
the present Caledonian uaiiul, has now completely 
opened the great glen, or chasm, extending almost 
across the whole island, once doubtless filled by the 
sea, and still affording basins for that long lino of 
lakes, by means of which iijodern art lias united 
the German and Atlantic Oceans. The paths or 
tracks by which the natives traversed this extensive 
valley, were, in 1645-6, in the same situation as 
when -they awaked the strain of ,m Irish engireer 
officer, who had been employed in con vending them 
into practicable military roads, and whose eulogium 
begins, and, for aught I know, ends, as follows ; 

Had you seen but these roads before they were iriade, 

You would have held up your hands and blessed General 
Wade.” 
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But, bad as the onliiiary paths were, Montrose 
avoided them, and led his army, like a herd of wild 
deer, froiA nioiintain to mountain, and from forest 
to forest, where his enemies could learn nothing 
of his motions, while he acquired the most perfect 
knowledge respecting theirs from the friendly clans 
of Cameron and M‘ Donnell, whose mountainous 
districts he now traversed. Strict orders had been 
given that Argyle’s advance should he watched, and 
that all intelligence respecting his motions should 
be communicated instantly to the General himself. 

It was a moonlight night, and Montrose, worn 
out by the fatigues of the day, was laid down to 
sleep in a miserable shieling. lie had only sliiin> 
hered two hours, when some one touched his shoiil- 
<ler. lie looked up, and, by the stately form a?id 
deep voice, easily recognised the Chief of the Ca- 
merons. 

“ 1 have news for you,” said that leader, “ whit;li 
is worth while to arise and listen to.” 

“ M‘lldiiy * can bring no other,” said Montrose, 
addressing the Chief his patronymic title — “ are 
they good or bad ?” • 

“ As you may take them,” said the Chieftain. 

“ Are tliey certain ?” demanded Montrose. 

« Yes,” answered ]M‘Ilduy, “ or another me«>en- 
ger should-^ have brought th mi. Know that, tired 
with the task imposed upon me of accompanying 
tliat unhappy Dalgetty and his handful of horse, 
who detained me for hours on the march at the 


Mliich-Connel Dhu, the descendant of Dlack Duiiuld. 
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pace of a crippled badger, I made a stretch of four 
miles with six of my people in the direction of In- 
verlochy, and there met with Ian of Gle.iroy, who 
had been out for intelligeuce. Argyle is moving 
upon Inverlochy with three thousand chosen men, 
commanded by tlie flower of tlie sons of Diarmid. 
— These are my news — they are certain — it is for 
you to construe their purport.’^ 

“ Their purport must be good,’' answered Mon- 
trose, readily and cheerfully ; “ tlie voii'e of M‘I1- 
duy is ever pleasant in the ears of Montrose, and 
most pleasant vvlien it speaks of some brave enter- 
prise at hand — AV'hat are our iniistors ?” 

He then called for light, and easily ascertained 
that a great part of his followers having, as usual, 
dispersed to secure their booty, he had not with 
him above twelve or fourteen hundred men. 

Not much above a thinl,” saiil IMontrose, pau- 
sing, of Argyle’s force, and Uighlanders opposed 
to Highlanders. — With the blessing of God upon 
the royal cause, I would not hesitate were the odds 
but one to two." 

“ Tlien do not hesitate,” said Cameron ; “ for 
when your trumpets shall sound to attack M‘Cal- 
lum More, not a man of these glens will remain 
dcaf^ to the summons. Glengarry — Kcppoch — I 
myself — ^would destroy, with fire and ' word, the 
wretch who should remain behind under any pre- 
tence whatsoever. To-morrow, or the next day, 
shall be a day of battle to all who bear the name of 
McDonnell or Cameron, whatever be the event.” 

It is gallantly said, my noble friend,” said Mon- 
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trose, graspirif!^ liis hand, and I were worse than 
a coward did 1 not do justice to such followers, by 
entortaiiii^ig the most iiiduhitablf^ hopes of success. 
We will turn back on this M^Calliim More, who 
follows us like a raveui to devour the relics of our 
army, should we nuM»t braver men who may be able 
to break its strength ! Ijet the Clhiefs'and leaders 
be called tog(jther as quickly as possible ; and you, 
who have brought us the first news of this joyful 
event, — for such it sliall Ik% — yon, M‘Ilduy, shall 
bring it to a joyful issue, by guiding us the best and 
nearest road against our enemy.” 

Tiiat will 1 willingly do,” said MMIdiiy ; “ if I 
luivc sliown you paths by which to retreat through 
those dusky wilds, with far more readiness will I 
teach you how to advance against your foe.'' 

A general hu^^tle now prevailed, and the leaders 
were everywhere startled fvom the rude couches on 
which they had sought temporary repose. 

I newer tliought,” said IVlajor Dalgetty, when 
summoned up from a handful of rugged heather 
roots, “ to have parted»from a bed as hard as a sta- 
ble-broom with such had wdll ; djut, indubitably, 
having but one man of military experience in his 
army, liis Excellency the Mai’quis may be vindica- 
ted in putting him upon hard duty.” 

So sayiitg, he repaired to Vhe council, where, not- 
withstanding his pedantry, Montrose seemed al- 
ways to listen to him with considerable attention ; 
psirtly because the Miijor really possessed military 
knowledge and experience, and often made sugges- 
tions which were found of advantage, and partly 
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because it relieved the General from the necessity 
of deferring entirely to the opinion of the High- 
land Chiefs, and gave him additional gl'ound for 
disputing it when it was not agreeable to Ids own. 
On the present occasion, Dalgetty joyfully acqui- 
esced in the proposal of inarching hack and con- 
fronting Afgyle, ".Yhich lie compared to the valiant 
resolution of t|ie ereat Gustav tis, who moved 
against tlie Duke of Bavaria, and enriched his 
troops by the plunder of that fcTtile country, al- 
though in enacted from the northward by the large 
army which Wallenstein had assembled in Bohe- 
mia. 

The Chiefs of Glengarry, Keppoch, and Lochiel, 
whose clans, equal in courage and military fame to 
any in the Highlands, lay within the neighbourhood 
of the scene of action, dispatc:he(l the fiery cross 
through their vassals, Uy summon every one who 
could bear arms to meet the King’s lieutenant, and 
to join the standards of their respective Chiefs as 
they marched towards Inverlochy. As the order 
was emphatically given, it was speedily and will- 
ingly obeyed. Their natural love of war, their zeal 
for the royal cause, — for they viewed the King in 
the light of a chief whom his clansmen had desert- 
ed,- k-as well as their implicit obedience to their 
own patriarch, drew in to Montrose’s arfhy not on- 
ly all in the neighbourhood who were able to bear 
arms, but some who, in age at least, might have 
been esteemed past the use of them. During the 
next day’s inarch, which, being directed straight 
through the mountains of Locliaber, was unsuspect- 
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ed by the enemy, liis furccs were augmented by 
handfuls of men issiiliig from each glen, and ranging 
thcmselve'i under the banners of their respective 
Chiefs. This was a cireiimstance highly inspiriting 
to the rest of the army, who, by the time they ap- 
proached the enemy, found their strength increased 
considerably more than one*iburth, as liad been pro- 
phesied by tlie valiant leader of the Camerons. 

While ^^ontrosc exi^ciited this counter-march, 
Argyle liad, at tlie heatl of his gallafit army, advan- 
ced up the southern side of Loch-Kil, and reached 
the river Lochy, wliich ctnn bines that lake with 
Loch-Lochy. The aii(*i4Mit Castle of Inverlochy, 
once, as it is said, a royal fortress, and still, although 
dismantled, a place of some strength and consider- 
ation, offered convenient head-(juarters, and there 
was ample room for Argyle’s army to encamp 
around him in the valley, where the Lochy joins 
Loch-Eil. Several barges liad attended, loaded 
with provisions, s(» that they were in every respect 
as well accommodated as such an army wished or 
expected to be. Argyle, in council with Auchen- 
breck and Ardenvohr, expressed Uis full confidence 
that IVIontrose >vas now on the brink of destruc- 
tion ; that his troops must gradually diminish as he 
moved eastward through such uncouth paths ; 
if he wcnt«;vestward, he inuJ^t encounter Urrie and 
Baillie ; if northward, fall into the hands of Sea- 
forth or should he cboo*»e any halting- place, he 
would expose himself to be attacked by three ar- 
mies at once. 

“ 1 cannot rejoice in the prospect, my lord,’' said 
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Aijchenbrock, “ tliat Janies Graliarne will be crushed 
with little assistance of ours, lie has left a heavy 
account in Arpfylcshire against him, aiud I long to 
reckon with him drop of blood for drop of blood. 

I lovt? not the iiaymeiit of smh debts by third 
liands.” 

‘‘ You art' too scfnpnlous,” said Argyle ; what sig- 
nifies it by whose liands tlie blood of the Grahaines 
is spilt? It is "time that of the sons of Diarmid 
should cease tollow. — VV'hat say you, Ardeiivohr ?’' 

“ I say, iny lord,*’ replit'd Sir Duncan, “ that I 
think Auchenbreck will be gratified, and will him- 
self have a personal o])j)orl unity of settling accounts 
with Montrose for his depredations. Reports have 
reached our outposts that the (•amerons are assem- 
bling their full strength on the skirts of Beii-Nevis ; 
this must bo to join the advance of Montrose, and 
not to cover his retreat.” 

“ It must bo some sclieme of harassing and de- 
predation,” said Argyle, “ devised by the iiivetcrsite 
malignity of M‘Ildiiy, which he t(*rms loyalty. They 
can intend no more than aij attack on our outposts, 
or some annoyaijce to to-morrow’s march.” 

“ I have sent out scouts,” said Sir Duncan, “ in 
every direction, to procure intelligence ; ami we 
must soon hear whether they refilly do assemble 
any force, upon what point, or with wha.^ purpose.” 

It was late ere any tidings were received ; but • 
when the moon had arisen, a considerable bustle in 
the camp, and a noise immediately after heard in 
the Castle, announced the arrivjil of important in- 
telligence. Of the scouts first dispersed by Arden- 
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vohr, some had returned witlioiit being able to col- 
lect any thing, sav(, uncertain riiinoiirs concerning 
moveinen/a in the tHnintry of the Camerons, ft 
seemed as if the skirts of Heii-Nevis were sending 
forth those unaccountable and portentous sounds 
with which they sometimes announce the near ap- 
proach of a storm. Others, whose zeal carried thein 
farther upon their mission, were entrapped and 
slain, or made prisoners, by tlu* inhabitants of the 
fastnesses into which tliey endeavoured to pene- 
trate. At length, on the rapid advance of Mon- 
trose's army, his advam*ed guard and the outposts 
of Argyle became aware of ea<;h others presence, 
and after exchanging a few musket-shots and ar- 
rows, fell back to tlieir respective main bodies, to 
convey intelligence and receive ordcjrs. 

Sir Duncan Clampbell, and Auchenbreck, instant- 
ly threw themselvi‘s on horseback, in order to visit 
the state of the outposts ; and Argylo inaintaiiicMl 
his character of commander-in-chief with reputa- 
tion, by making a respectable arrangement of his 
forces in tlio plain, as it was evident that they might 
now expect a night alarm, or an a^ ack in the morn- 
ing at iarthest. Montrose had kept his forces so 
cautiously within the defiles of the mountain, that 
no effort which Auchenbreck or Ardenvohr thought 
it prudenkto attempt, could ascertain his probable 
strengtli. Tin y were aware, however, that, .at the 
utmost computation, it must be inferior to their 
own, and they rolnrned to Argyle to inform him 
of the amount of their observations ; but that no- 
bleman refused to believe that Montrose could be 



272 


TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 


in presence himself. He sai<l, “ It was a madness, 
of which even Janies Griihaine’, in his height of pro- 
snraptiioiis frenzy, was incapable ; and 1''3 doubted 
not that their march Avas only impeded by their 
ancient enemies, (1 lenco, Keppoch, and Glengarry ; 
and perliaps jVf* Voiirigh, with his JM‘Pliersons, 
might have*asseinbled a fore**, which he knew must 
be greatly inferior in numbers to his own, and 
whom, therefore, he doubted not to disperse by 
force, or by terms of capitulation ” 

The spirit of Argyle’s followers was high, breath- 
ing vengeance for the disasters which their coun- 
try had so lately undergone ; and the night passed 
in anxious hopes that the morning might dawn up- 
on their vengeance. The outposts of either army 
kept a careful watch, fand the soldiers of Argyle 
slept in the order of battle which they were next 
day to occupy. 

A pale dawn liad scarce begun to tinge the tops 
of these immense mountains, when the leaders of 
both armies prepared for the business of the day. 
It was the second of February, 1645-6. The clans- 
men of Argyle Ayere arranged in two lines, not far 
from the angle between the river and the lake, and 
made an appearance equally resolute and formida- 
ble. Auchenbreck would willingly have commen- 
ced the battle by an attack on the outposts of the 
enemy, but Argyle, with more cautious policy, pre- 
ferred receiving to making the onset. Signals were 
soon hoard, that they would not long wait for it in 
vain. The Campbells could distinguish, in the gorge 
of the mountains, the Avar-tuncs of various clans as 
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they advanced to the onset. That of the Came- 
rons, which bears the ominous words, addressed to 
the wolv>«s and ravens, Come to me, and I will 
j^ive you flesh,” was loudly re-echoed from their 
native glens. In the language of the Highland 
bards, the war voice of Glengarry was not silent ; 
and the gathering tunes of other trines could be 
plainly distinguislied, as they successively came up 
to the extremity of the passes trom which they were 
to descend into tin* plain. 

“ You see,” said Argyle to his kinsmen, “ it is 
as I said, we have only to deal with our neighbours ; 
James Grahainc has not ventured to show us his 
banner.” 

At this moment there resounded from the gorge 
of the pass a lively flourish of trumpets, iu that 
note with wdiich it was the ancient Scottish fashion 
to salute the royal standard. 

“ You may Hear, niy lord, from yonder signal,” 
StVid Sir Duncan (Campbell, “ that he who pretends 
to be the King's Lieutenant, must be iu person 
among these men.” , 

“ And has probably horse with him,” said Anch- 
enbreck, which I could not have anticipated. But 
shall we look pjile for that, my lord, when we havt» 
foes to fight, and wTongs to revenge ?” 

Argylo was silent, and looked upon his arm, 
which hung in a sash, owing to a fall which he had 
sustained in a preceding march. 

“ It is true,” interrupted Ardenvohr, eagerly, 
‘‘ my Lord of Argyle, you are disabled from using 
either sword or pistol ; you must retire on board 

VOL. XV. s 
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tiie galleys — your life is precious to us as a head— ^ 
your hand cannot be iistdul to us as a soldier.** 
No,** said Argyle, pri<le contending Ivitli irre- 
solution, it shall never he said that I flcid before 
Montrose ; if I cannot fight, I will at least die in 
the midst of iny children.** 

Several other principal Chiefs of the Cani]>bells, 
with one voice, conjured and obtested their Chief- 
tain to leave them for that day to the leading of 
Ardenvohr and AiicheiibrecJv, and to behold the 
conflict from a distance and in safety. — We dare 
not stigmatize Argyle with poltroonery; for, though 
his life was marked by no action of bravery, yet he 
behaved with so much composure and dignity in 
the final and closing scene, that his conduct upon 
the present and similar occasions, should be rather 
imputed to indecision than to want^f coiinige. But 
when the small still voice within a man's own breast, 
which tells him that his life is of consequence to 
himself, is seconded by that of numbers around 
liim, who assure him that it is of equal advantage 
to the public;, history affords many examples of 
men more habitually daring than Argyle, who have 
consulted self-preservation when the temptations to 
it were so powerfully increased. 

“,See him on board, if you ^vill. Sir Dimj^an,** 
said Auchenbreck to hh kinsman ; “ It must be my 
duty to prevent this spirit from spreading farther 
among us.** 

So saying, he threw himself among the ranks, 
entreating, commanding, and conjuring the soldiers, 
tg remember their ancient fame and their present 



A LKGEND OF 3I0NTR0SE. 275 

superiority; the wronj^s they had to revenge, if 
successful, and the late th4‘y liiul to dread, if van- 
quished ; Vtnd imparting to every bosom a portion 
of the fire wliicli glowed in his own. Slowly, mean- 
while, and apparently with rehietainv, Argyle suf- 
fered himself to bo forced by his oilicioiis kinsmen 
to the verge of the lake, and was transported on 
board of a galley, from the deck of which he siir- 
V(iyed with more safety than credit the scene which 
ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, notwith- 
standing the iirgenc.y of the occasion, stood with 
his eyes riveted on the boat Avhicdi bore his Chief- 
tain from the field of battle. There were feelings 
in his bosom which could not be expressed ; for tlie 
character of a Chief was that of a tiither, and the 
heart of a clansman durst not dwell upon his fail- 
ings with critical severity rs upon those of other 
men. Argyle, too, harsh aiul severe to others, was 
generous and liberal among his kinsmen, and tin* 
noble heart of Ardenvohr was wrung witli bitter 
anguish, when he refiect#id to wdiat interpretation 
his present conduct might subject him. 

It is better it should be so,” said he to himself, 

devouring his own emotion ; “ but of his line 

of a hundred sires, J know not one who would hr>\'e 
retired while the banner of Diarmid waved in the 
^ w'ind, in the face of its most inveterate foes I” 

A loud shout now compelled him to turn, and to 
hasten with all dispatch to his post, which was on 
the right flank of Argyle’s little array. 

The retreat of Argyle had not passed unobserved 
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by his watchful enemy, who, orriipying the superior 
ground, eoiild mark every cireiimstaiice which pass- 
ed below. Tlie rnovemiiiit of three or four horse- 
men to tlie rear showed that those who retreated 
were mcui of rank. 

“ They are going,” said Dalgetty, “ to put their 
liorses out of danger, like pnnleiit cavaliers. Yon- 
der goes Sir Dvnean Campbell, riding a brown bay 
gelding, which I liad marked for my own second 
charger.” 

“ You are wrong, Major,” said Montrose, with 
a bitter smile, “ they arc saving their precious 
Chief. — Giv(s the signal for assault instantly — send 
the word through the ranks. — Gentlemen, noble 
Chiefs, Glengarry, Keppoch, M‘ Vourigh, upon them 
instantly ! — Hide to M‘Ilduy, Major Dalgetty, and 
tell him to charge as he loves l^tochaber — return 
and bring our handfi ! of horse to my standard. 
They shall be placed with the Irish as a resijrve.” 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


As mcols a rork a tlioiisnnd wavt's, so Iirisfail met IjOrlilln. 

OssiA y. 

The Inimpots and biif^pipes, tliusc clamorous 
harbinpfors of blood and death, at once united in 
the signal for onset, which was replied to by the 
cry of more than two thousand warriors, and the 
eelioes of the mountain glens behind them. Di- 
vided into three bodies, or columns, the Highland 
followers of Montrose poured from the defiles which 
had hitherto co icealed them from their enemies, 
and rushed with the iitm )st determination upon 
the Campbells, who waited their charge with the 
greatest firmness. Behind these clnirging columns 
marched in line the Irish, under Colkitto, intended 
to form the reserve. ‘With them was the royal 
standard, and Montrose himself ; 'and on the flanks 
were about fifty horse, under Dalgctty, which by 
wonderful exertions had been kept in some sort fit 
for service. ^ 

The right column of Royalists was led by Glen- 
garry, the left by Lochiel, and the centre by the 
Earl of Menteith, who preferred fighting on foot 
in a Highland dress to remaining with tlieeavalry. 

The Highlanders poured on with the proverbial 
fury of their country, firing their guns, and dis- 
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I’liarging tlicir arr(»\vs, at a littjo distance from the 
enemy, who received the assault with the most de- 
termined gallantry. Better provided with musketry 
than their enemies, stationary also, and therefore 
taking th<! more decisive aim, the fire of Argyle’s 
followers was more destructive than that wliicli 
they sustained. Tiie royal clans, perceiving tliis, 
rushed to close.^ cpi^rters, and succeeded on two 
points in throwing their enetnies into disorder. 
With regular troops tliis must have achieved a vic- 
tory ; but here ITighlanders were opposed to High- 
landers, and the nature of the weapons, as well as 
the agility of those who wielded them, was equal 
on both sides. 

Their strife was accordingly desperate ; and the 
clash of the swords and axes, as they (^countered 
each other, or rung upon the targv»ts, was mingled 
with the short, wild, aiiWiating shrieks with which 
Highlanders accompany the battle, the dance, or 
indeed violent exertion of any kind. Many of the 
foes opposed were personally acquainted, and sought 
to match themselves with ench other from motives 
of hatred, or a mOrc generous emulation of valour. 
Neither party would retreat an inch, while the place 
of those who fell (and they fell fast on both sides) 
wast^agerly supplied by others^ who throngoi to 
the front of danger. A steam, like that which arises 
from a seething cauldron, rose into the thi^, cold, 
frosty air, and hovered above the combatants. 

So stood the fight on the right and the centre, 
with no immediate consequence, except mutual 
wounds and death. 
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On the rif^ht of the Campbells, the Knight of 
Ardenvohr obtaim^d some advantage, through liis 
military skill and by strength of numbers, lie had 
moved forward obliquely the extreme flank of his 
line at tlie instant the Royalists Avere about to close, 
so that they sustained a fire at once on front and 
in flank, and, despite the utmost ciTorts of their 
leader, were thrown into some confusion. At this 
instant, Sir Uiincaii Campbell gave the word to 
charge, and thus unexpectedly made the attack at 
the very moment he seemed about to r<*eeive it. 
Such a change of circumstances is always discou- 
raging, and often fatal. Rut the disorder was re- 
medied by the advance of the Irish reserve, whose 
heavy and sustained Are compelled the Knight of 
Ardenvohr to forego his advantage, and content 
himself with repulsing the enemy. The Marquis 
of Montrose, in the meanwhile, availing himself of 
some scattere<l birch trees, as well as of the smoke 
produced by the close fire of the Irish musketry, 
wdiich concealed the opersition, called upon Dalget- 
ty to follow him with t^ie horse, and ’wheeling round 
so as to gain the right flank and even the rear of 
the enemy, he commanded his six trumpets to sound 
the charge. The clang of the cavalry trumpets, 
and the noise of the galloping of the horse, prod uced 
an effect .ipon Argylo’s rig^it wing Avhich no other 
sound^s could have impressed them with. The 
mountaineers of that period had a superstitious 
dread of the war-horse, like that entertained by the 
Peruvians, and had many strange ideas respecting 
the manner in wdiich that animal was trained to 
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combat. When, therefore, they found their ranks 
unexpectedly broken, and that the objects of their 
greatest terror were suddenly in the midst of thcin^ 
the panic, in spite of Sir Diincaifs attempts to stop 
it, became imiversal. Indeed, the figure of Major 
Dalgetty alone, sheathed in impenetrable armour, 
and making ]iis horse caracole and bound, so as to 
give weight to every blow which he struck, would 
have been a novelty in itself sufficient to terrify 
those who had never seen any thing more nearly 
resembling such a cavalier, than a shclh/ waddling 
under a Highlander far bigger than itself. The 
repulsed Royalists returned to the charge ; the 
Irish, keeping their ranks, maintained a fire equally 
close and <lestrnctive. There was no sustaining the 
light longer. Argyle’s followers began to break 
and fly, most towards the lake, the remainder in 
different directions. The defeat of the right wing, 
of itself decisive, was rendered irreparable by the 
death of Auchenbreck, who fell while endeavouring 
to restore order. 

The Knight of Ardenvofar, with two or three 
hundred men, all gentlemen of descent and distin- 
guished gallantry, — for the Campbells are supposed 
to have had more gentlemen in their ranks than 
any ^f the Highland clans, — endeavoured, with yna- 
vailing heroism, to cov^r the tumultuary retreat of 
the common file. Their resolution only4;*roved 
fatal to themselves, as they were charged again and 
sigain by fresh adversaries, and forced to separate 
from each other, until at length their aim seemed 



A LEGEND OF MONTUOSE. 281 

only to be to purchase an honourable death by re 
sistirif^ to the very Jast. 

“ Good quarter, Sir Duru*an,” called out Major 
Dalgetty, when he discovered his late host, with 
one or two others, defeiidinf^ himself ag’ainst seve- 
ral Tlighhinders ; and, to enforce his offer, he rode 
up to him with liis sword uplifted. Sir Duncan’s 
r<»ply >vas the discharge of a reserved pistol, which 
took eflect not on the person of the rider, but on 
that of his gallant horse, which, shot through the 
heart, fell dead und(‘r him. llanald MacEagh, w^ho 
W'as one of those who had been pressing Sir Dun- 
can liard, took the opportunity to cut him down 
with his broadsword, as he turned from him in the 
act of firing the pistol. 

Allan M‘Aulay came up at this moment. They 
were, excepting Ranald, followers of his brother 
who Avere engaged on that part of the field. “ Vil- 
lains !” ho said, wdiich of you has dared to d<i 
this, Avhen it was iny positive order that the Knight 
of Ardenvohr should be taken alive ?’' 

Half-a-<]o/en of bii^^y hands, w'hich Avcre emn- 
lously employed in plundering 4;he fallen knight, 
whose arms and accoutrements were of a magnifi- 
cence befitting his quality, instantly forehore the 
occupation, and half the number of voices exculpa- 
ted themselves, by laying 'the blame on the Skye- 
man, they (ailed llanald MacEagh. 

‘‘ Dog of sin Islander !” said Allan, forgetting, in 
his W'ratli, their prophetic brotlierhood, “ follow' the 
chase, sind harm him no farther, unless you mean 
to die by my hand.” They Avere at this moment 
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left almost alone ; for Allan’s threats had forced his 
own clan from tlio spot, and all around h^id pressed 
onwards toward the lake, carrying before them noise, 
terror, and coiii'usion, and leaving behind only the 
dead and dying. The nioiuont was tempting to 
MacEagh’s vengeful spirit. — That I should die by 
your hiind, red as* it is w'ith the blood of my kin- 
dred,” Sciid he, answering the threat of Allan in a 
tone as menacing as liis own, “ is not more likely 
than that you should fall by mine.” A\'ith that, he 
struck at JM^Aulay with such unexpected readiness, 
that he had scarce time to iiiter(x*pt the blow witli 
his target. 

“ Villain !” said Allan, in astonishment, what 
means this ?” 

‘‘ I am Ranald of the Mist !” answered the Isles- 
inan, repeating the blow ; and wit iLthat word, tliey 
engaged in close and furious i*.onfiict. It seemed to 
he decreed, that in Allan M^Aiday had arisen the 
avenger of Ids mothers wrongs upon this wild 
tribe, as was proved by the issue of tlie present, as 
well as of former combats. After exchanging a few 
blows, Ranald MacEkigh w^as prostrated by a deep 
'wound on the skull ; andM^AuIay, setting liis foot 
on him, was about to pass the broadsword through 
his Ijpdy, when the point of tlie jpreapon was stmek 
np by a third party, who suddenly interpc>sed. This 
was no other than Major Dalgetty,Svho, .a3i.iinned 
by the fall, and encumbered by tlic dead body of 
his horse, had now recovered his legs and his un- 
derstanding. << Hold up your sword,” said he to 
M^Aulay, << and prejudjee this person no farther, in 
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respect that he is here in my safe-conduct^ and in 
his Excellency’s service ; and in regard that no ho- 
nourable' cavalier is at liberty, by tlnj law martial, 
to avenge his own private; injuries, fiagrante helloy 
multo wnjm jlagrnntc prcelior 

“ Fool !” said Allan, “ stand aside, and dare not 
to come between the tiger and his prey !” 

But, far from quitting bis point, Dalgetty stept 
across the fallen ])ody of MacEagh, and gave Allan 
to understand, that if he called himself a tiger, In; 
was likely, at present, to find a lion in his path. 
There required no more than the; gesture and tone 
of defianci; to turn the whole rage of the military 
Seer against the person who was opposing the 
course of his V(‘ngeunc<*, and blows were instantly 
exchanged without farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt Allan and MacEagh had been 
unnoticed by the stragglers around, for the person 
of the latter was known to few of Montrose’s fol- 
lowers ; but tile scuffle betwixt Dalgetty and him, 
both so well known, attracted instant attention ; 
and fortunately, among otliers, that of Montrose 
himself, who had come for the purpose of gather- 
ing together his small body of horse, and following 
the pursuit down Loch-Eil. Aware of the fatal 
consequences of dissension in his little army, he 
pushed his horse up to the spot, and seeing Mac- 
Eagh .1 the ground, and Dalgetty in the attitude 
of protecting him against M^Auhiy, his quick ap- 
prehension instantly caught the cause of quarrel, 
and as instantly devised means to stop it. “ For 
ahaine,*’ he said, “ gentlemen cavaliers, brawling 
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together in so glorious .'i field of victory I — Are 
you nuid ? Or are you intoxicated with the glory 
which you have both this day gained?” 

“ It is not niy fault, so please your Excellency,” 
said Dalgetty. “ 1 have been known a 
a Ifon camarado^ in all the services of Europe ; but 
he that touches a i.rin under niy safeguard” 

“ And he,” spid i^llan, speaking at the same 
time, “ who dares to bar the course of my just 
vengeance”— 

“ For shame, gentlemen !” again repeated Mon- 
trose; “ 1 luave other business for you both, — bu- 
siness of deeper im])ortance than any private eprar-’ 
rel, which you may easily find a more fitting tinuj 
to settle. For you, Major Dalgetty, kneel down.” 

“ Kneel !” said Dalgetty ; “ I have not learned 
to obey that word of command, sj^ying when it is 
given from the pulpit, .jin the Swedish discipline, 
the front rank do indeed kneel, but only when the 
regiment is drawn up six file deep.” 

“ Nevertheless,” repeated Montrose, — “ kneel 
down, in the name of King^hai’les and of his re- 
presentative.” 

When Dalgetty reluctantly obeyed, Montrose 
struck him lightly on the neck with the flat of his 
swovl, saying, — In reward of ^lie gallant service 
of this day, and in the liame and authority of our 
Sovereign, King Charles, I dub thee knight ; be 
brave, loyal, uTid fortunate. And now. Sir Dugald 
Dalgetty, to your duty. Collect what horsemen 
you can, and pursue such of the enemy as are fly- 
ing down the side of the lake. Do not disperse 
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your force, nor venture too far ; but take lieed to 
prevent their rallyin*^, which very little exertion 
may do.' Mount, then, Sir Dugald, and do your 
duty.” 

But what sliall I mount ?” said the new-made 
chevalier. “ Poor Gnstavus sleeps in the bed of 
honour, like his immortal namesake I and I am 
made a knight, a rider,* as the High Dutch have 
it, just when I have not a horse left to ride upon.” 

“ That shall not be said,” answered Montrose, 
dismounting ; I make you a present of my own, 
which has been thought a good one ; only, I pray 
you, resume the duty you discharge so well.” 

With many acknowledgments, Sir Dugald mount- 
ed the steed so liberally bestowed upon him; and 
only beseeching his Kxcellency to remember that 
MacEagh was under his safe-conduct, immediately 
began to execute tlie orders assigned to him, witli 
great zeal and alacrity. 

“ And you, Allan M‘Aulay,” said Montrose, ad- 
dressing the Highlander, who, leaning his sword- 
point on the groiindc liad regarded the ceremony 
of his antagonist's knighthood with a sneer of sul- 
len scorn, — ‘‘ you, who are superior to the ordi- 
nary men led by the paltry motives of plunder, and 
pry, atid personal distinction, — you, Avhose deep 
knowleugo renders you sb valuable a counsellor, — 
is m whom I find striving witli a man like Dal- 
gotty, for the privilege of trampling the remains of 
life out of so contemptible an enemy as lies tlicre ? 

* III German, as in Tiatiii, tlie original meaning of the word 
Ritter, corrrii|K)iidin{; to Equos, is merely a horseman. 
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Come, my friend, I have other work for you. This 
victory, skilfully improved, shall win Seaforth to 
our ])arty. It is not disloyalty, but despifir of the 
good cause, that has induced him to take arms 
against us. These arms, in this inoinent of better 
augury, he may be brought to uuilt? with ours. I 
shall send my galhuit friend, Colonel llay, to him, 
from this very field of battle, but he must be united 
in commission with a Highland gentleman of rank, 
befitting that of Seafortfi, and of talents and of in^ 
fiueiice such as may make an i in press! oil upon him. 
You are not only in every respect the fittest for 
this most important mission, but, having no imme- 
diate command, your presence may be more easily 
spared than that of a Chief whose following is in 
the field. You know every pass and glen in the 
Highlands, as well as the manners syid (‘ustoms of 
every tribe. Go therefqfe to Hay, on the right 
wing; he has instructions, and expects you. You 
will find him with Gleiimorrison’s men ; be his 
guide, his interpreter, and his colleague." 

Allan Aulay bent on 1114% IVIanjuis a dark and 
penetrating glance^ as if to ascertain whether this 
sudden mission was not conferred for some latent 
and unexplained purpose. But Montrose, skilful 
in seeching the motives of others, was an eqj/ial 
adept in concealing his ifwn. Ho conside.*ed it as 
of the last consequence, in this moment of hu- 
siasm and exalted passion, to remove Allan from 
the camp for a few days, that he might provide, as 
his honour required, for the safety of those wdio 
had acted as his guides, when he trusted the Seer's 
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quarrel with Dalf^etty ini^ht be easily made up* 
Allan, at partiiifiT, only recommended to the Mar- 
quis the ♦-are of Sir Duncan Campbell, whom Mon- 
trose instantly directed to be conveyed to a place 
of safety. He took the same precaution for Mac- 
Kap;h, committing the latter, however, to a party 
of the Irish, with directions that he should be taken 
care of, but that no Highlander, of any clan, should 
have access to him. 

The Marquis then mounted a led horse, which 
was held by one of his attendants, and rode on to 
view tluj scene of his victory, which was more de- 
cisive than even his ardent hopes had anticipated. 
Of Argyle’s gallant army of three thousand men, 
fully om*-half fell in the battle, or in the flight. 
They had been chiefly driven back upon that part 
of the plain where the river forms an angle with 
the lake, so that there was no free opening either 
for retreat or escape. Several hundreds were forced 
into the lake and drowned. Of the survivors, about 
one-half escaped by swimming the river, or by an 
tiarly flight along the J,cft bank of the lake. The 
remainder threw themselves intouthc old Castle of 
Inverlochy ; but being without either provisions or 
hopes of relief, they were obliged to surrender, on 
condition of being suffered to return to their homes 
in peace. Arms, ammunit'^on, standards, and l^ag- 
gage, q.}l became the prey of tlie conquerors. 

This was tlie greatest disaster that ever befell the 
race of Diarniid, as the Campbells were called in 
the Highlands; it being generally remarked tliat 
they were as fortunate in the issue of their under- 
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takinf^s, as they were snp^acious in planning, and 
courageous in executing them. Of the number slain, 
nearly five hundred were dunniwassels, uV gentle- 
men claiming descent from known and respected 
houses. And, in the opinion of many of tlie clan, 
even this heavy loss was exceeded by the disgrace 
arising from the inglorious conduct of their Chief, 
whose galley weighed Jinchor when the day was 
lost, and sailed down the lake witli all the speed to 
which sails and oars could impel her. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


Faint tlio «lin of halt li* ]>ra\M, 

l^isluiit <lowti till* lni]l'>'.v 5»i<l ; 

War anil t<*iTor llcil la'forr, 

WiiijiiiJ's anti dralh i jiuainM bobinrl. 

l*nXRO<*F. 

^loN'rRosr/s splendUl sntross ovor his poworlul 
rival was not attained willioiit sonit' loss, 
not amount inpf to the tenth of what ho intlictiMi. 
The obstinate valour of tlie Caniplxdls cost the lives 
«>f many brave iiion of tJie ojipositi* party ; and more 
wore wounded, the Chief of avIioiu was the brave 
youni^ Rarl of ISleiitoith, who had commanded the 
centre*, lie was but slif^htly loiiehod, however, and 
made rather a j^raet*ful than a terrible appearaiiee 
when lie present(*d to bis g’eneral the standard of 
Ar^yle, which he had taken from the standar<U 
beiirer witli his o>vii liaud, and slain him in single 
combat. Montrose dtnirly loved his noble kinsman, 
in whom tliero was conspicuous a flash of the ge> 
nerdus, romantic, disinterested chivalry of tin. old 
heroic times, entirely different from the sordid, cal- 
culating, jind selfish character, which the jiractice 
of entertaining mercenary troops had introduced 
into most parts of Europe, and of which degeneracy 
Scotland, which funiished soldiers of fortune for the 

VOL. XV. r 
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service of almost every nation, liad been contami- 
nated with a more (ban usua> share. Montrose, 
whose native spirit congenial, although expe- 
rience had taught him liow to avail himself of the 
motives of otliers, used to ATenteith neither the 
language of praise nor of promise, but clasped him 
to his bosom as he exclaimed, “ My gallant kins- 
man I” And by (his hurst of lieartfelt applause was 
Mcnteith thrilleu ^Yit1l a warmer glow of delight, 
than if his praises had been recorded in a report of 
the action sent directly to the tlirone of his sove- 
reign. 

“ Nothing,” he said, iny lord, now seems to re- 
main in which I can r(!nder any assistance ; permit 
me to look after a duty of humanity — the Knight 
of Arden vohr, as 1 am told, is our prisoner, and 
severely wounded.” 

“ And Wi*ll he deserves to be so,” 'said Sir Dugald 
Dalgctty, who came up to them at that moment 
with a prodigious addition of acquired importance, 

since he shot my good Iiorse at the time that I 
Avas offering him honourable quarter, which, I must 
needs say, was done more Tike an ignorant High- 
land cateran, who has not sense enough to erect a 
sconce for the protection of his old hurley-house of 
a castle, than like a soldier of worth and quality.” 

“’Are we to condoUvwith you then,” said Lord 
Mentelth, “ upon the loss of the famed Gustavus ?” 

“ Even so, iiiy lord,” answered the soldier, with 
a deep sigli, “ T>iciii clausit siipremunij as we said 
at the Mareschal-Collegu of Aberdeen. Better so 
tlian be smothered like a cadger's pony in some 
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flow-moss, or snow-wroiith, which was like to be his 
fate if this winter cainpaif^n lasted lorip^er. But it 
has pleased his Excellency’* (making* an inclination 
to Montrose) “ to supply his place by the gift of a 
noble steed, whom I liave takc'ii the freedom to 
name ‘ Loynih/s liewanly in memory of this cele- 
brated occasion.” 

I hope,” said the Marquis, you’ll find Loyal- 
ty’s Reward, since you cfdl him so, practised in all 
the duties of the field, — but 1 must just hint to you, 
that at this time, in Scotland, loyalty is more fre- 
quently rewarded with a halter than with a horse.” 

“ Ahem I your hjxcelhmcy is [)leas(Hl to be fa- 
cetious. Loyalty’s Reward is as perfect sis Gusta- 
vus in all his exercises, and of a far finer figure. 
Marry I his social qualities are less cultivated, in 
respect he has k^pt till now inferior company.” 

“ Not meaning his Ex^iollency the General, 1 
hope,” said Lord Menteith. “ For shame. Sir Du- 
gald 1” 

“ IVIy lord,” answered the knight gravely, “ I am 
incapable to mean any tWngso utterly misbecoming. 
What I asseverate is, that his Excellency, having 
ttie same intercourse with his liorse during his ex- 
ercise, that he hath with his soldiers when training 
them, may form and break either to every fea^ of 
war which 'he chooses to practise, and accordingly 
that tl’’^ "loble charger is admirably managed. But 
as it is. the intercourse of private life that formeth 
the social character, so I do not apprehend tliat of 
the single soldier to bo much polished by the con- 
versation of the corporal or the sergeant, or that of 
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Loyalty's Reward to have been niiieh dulciiicd, or 
anieliorate<l, by tlie society of liis Exeelleney’s 
grooms, who bestow more oaths, and kteks, aiul 
tluiiiips, than kindness or caresses, upon the animals 
intrusted to tln'ir charge; whereby many a gc»ne- 
rous quadruped, rejid<‘red .as it were misanthropic, 
manil\‘sts during the rest of his life a greater ilesire 
to ki< k and bite^ his master, than io love and to 
honour him.” 

“ Spoken like .an or.aVle,” said Montrose. ‘‘ Were 
then* an .academy for the edin'atiou of liorses to bo 
aniK'xed to tlie ^1areschal-Col]ege of Ab(*rdeen, Sir 
JJiigald Dalgotty alone should fill the chair.” 

Because, being an ass,” said Menteilh, aside to 
tlui General, “ there w’onid be some distant relation 
between the profc‘ssor .and the students.” 

“ And now, with your Excellency's permission,” 
said the n<nv-mado Kvight, ‘‘ I ani gtiing to pay 
my last visit to the remains of my old companion 
in arms.” 

Not with the purpose of going through tlie 
ceremonial of inteniient?” swiil the Marcpiis, whodid 
not know how far Sir JBiigahrs enthusiasm might 
lead him ; “ consider, our brave fellows themselves 
will have but a hasty burial.” 

Your Excellency will p.ardon me,” said Dal- 
getty ; “ iny puq)os6 is less romantic'. I go to 
divide poor Gust.avus's legacy with the .f'^wls of 
lieaven, leaving the flesh to them, and reserving to 
myself his hide ; which, in token of affectionate re- 
membrance, I purpose to form into a cassock and 
trowsers, after the Tartar fashion, to be worn un- 
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dor my armour, in rospoct my nether garments are 
at present shamefully the worse of the wear. — 
Alas I phor Gustavus, why didst thou not live at 
least one hour more, to have borne the honoured 
M’eight of kniglithood upon thy loins!” 

lie was now turning away, when tlie Marquis 
called after liiin, — “ As you a‘*<; not likely to be 
anticipated in this act of kindness, Sir JJugald, to 
your old friend and companion, I trust,” said the 
Marquis, “ you will first assist me, and our princi- 
pal friends, to discuss some of Argyle's good cheer, 
of wliic'h wo liave found abundance in the Castle.” 

“ Most willingly, please your Kxcellency,” said 
Sir Diigald ; as meat and mass never liinder work. 
Nor, indiH'd, am 1 afraid that the wolves or eagles 
will begin an onslaught on Gustaviis to-night, in re- 
gard there is so much better cheer lying all around. 
Jliit,” added be, “ as I ani to meet two honourable 
knights of England, with others of the knightly 
degree in your lordship*s army, I pray it may be 
explained to them, that now, and in future, I claim 
precedence over tlieiivall, in respect of my rank sis 
a IJanneret, dubbed in a field of stricken battle.” 

“The devil eonfouiul him!” said Montrose, speak- 
ing aside ; “ ho has contrived to set the kiln on fire 
as fast as 1 put it out. — This is a point. Sir l)ii- 
gald,” said he, gravely a<lJressing liiiii, “ wliich I 
filial* ""Serve lor Jiis Majesty's express considera- 
tion.; in my camp, all must be upon equality, like 
the Knights of the Round Table ; and take their 
places as soldiers should, upon the principle of, — 
first come, first served.” 
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“ Then I shall takes care,” said Menteith, apart 
to the Marquis, ‘‘ that J)oii Dujrjdd is not first in 
place to-day. — Sir Duf^ald,” added he, raiding his 
voice, “ as you say your wardrobe is out of repair, 
liad you not belter go to tlie enemy s baggage yon- 
der, over which there is a guard placed ? I saw 
them take out an e?tcellciit buff suit, embroidered 
in front in silk and silver.” 

“ Voto a Dios / as the Spaniard says,” exclaimed 
the jVlajor, “ and some •beggarly gilly may get it 
while I stand prating here !” 

The prospect of booty having at once driven out 
of his head both (iiistavus and the provant, he set 
spurs to Loyalty’s Howard, and rode off* through 
the field of battle. 

“ There goes the liound,” said Menteith, « break- 
ing the face, and trampling on the body, of many a 
better man than himself and as eager on his sor- 
did s])oil as a vulture that stoops upon carrion. Yet 
this man tlie world calls a soldier — and you, my 
lord, select him as worthy of the honours of chi- 
valry, if such they can at thi^ day be termed. You 
have made the collar of knighthood the decoration 
of a mere bloodhounds' 

“ What could I do ?” said Montrose. “ I had no 
Inalf-picked bones to give him, and bribed in some 
manner he must be, — I- cannot follow the chase 
alone. Besides, the dog has good qualities-” 

If nature has given him such,” said Menteith, 

habit has converted them into feelings of intense 
sc^lfisbness. He may be punctilious concerning his 
reputation, and brave in the execution of his duty. 
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but it is only because without these qualities he 
cannot rise in the lervice; — nay, liis very benevo- 
lence is^^lfisli ; he may defend his cuinpanion while 
he can keep his feet, hut the instant he is down, Sir 
Dugald will be as ready to ease him of his purse, 
as he is to convert the skin of Gustavus into a biiif 
jerkin.” 

“ And yet, if all this were true, cousin,” answer- 
ed Afontrose, “ there is soiiietliiiig convenient in 
commanding’ a soldier, upon whoso motives and 
springs of action you can cahtulate to a niatliemati- 
cal certainty. A line spirit like yours, my cousin, 
alive to a thousand sensations to which this man's 
is as impervious as his corslet, — it is for such that 
thy friend must feel, while he gives his advice.” 
Then, suddenly changing his tone, he asked Men- 
teilh when he had seen Annot Lyle. 

Thi) young Karl coloured deeply, and answered, 
“ Not since last evening,— excepting,” he added, 
with hesitation, “ for one moment, about half an 
hour before the battle began.” 

“ My dear Menteith,” said Montrose, very kind- 
ly, “ were you one of the gay cavaliers of White- 
hall, who are, in their way, as great self-seekers as 
our friend Dalgetty, should I need to plague you 
with enquiring into such an amourette as this ? it 
would be au intrigue only jio be laughed at. But 
this is the lani of encliantment, where nets strong 
as steel are wrought out of ladies’ tresses, and you 
are exactly the destined knight to be so fettered. 
This poor girl is exquisitely beautiful, and has talents 
formed to captivate your romantic temper. You 
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cannot tliink of injuring her — you cannot think of 
jnarryinp^ her ?” 

“ ]\ly lord,” replied Menteith, “ you have repeat- 
edly iirj^cd this jest, for so I trust it is iiioant, some- 
what beyond boiiiuls. Aimot Lyle is of unknown 
birth, — a captive, — the daughter, probably, of some 
obscure outlaw ; a dt'pendent on the hospitality of 
the ^[‘Aulays.” 

“ Do not b<‘ angry, Alenteith,*’ said the Marquis, 
interrupting him ; “ yoT love the classics, though 
not educated at Mareschal- College ; and you may 
remend)(*r how many gallant hearts captive beauty 
has subdued : — 

IVIovit Ajacrin, Tolamonc natiiin, 

Forma captivir doiiiiiiiiiu 'IVrmfssSir. 

In a word, I am stu’iously anxious about this — I 
should not have tiiii(‘,])erhaps,” In? aifdeil very grave- 
ly, to tremble you with my lectures on the sub- 
ject, were your fuMdings, and those of Annot, alone 
interested ; but you have a dangerous rival in Allan 
M‘ Aulay ; and there is no knowing to what extent 
he may carry his rjpscntmciit. Jt is my duty to tell 
you that the King’s service maybe much prejudiced 
by dissensions betw’ixt you.” 

“ My lord,” said Mciiteith, “ I know what you 
mean is kind and friendly ; I hope you will be sa- 
tisfied when I assure you, that Allan M‘Aulav and 
I have disc.nssed this circumstance ; and that 1 have 
explained to him, that as it is utterly remote from my 
tdiaracter to entertain dishonourable views concern- 
ing this unprotected female ; so, on the other hand. 
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tli4; obscurity of her birth prevents my thinking of 
her upon other terms. J will not disguise from your 
lordship, Nvhiit I have not disguised from JNrAulay, 
— that if Anuot Lyle were bom a lady, she should 
share my name and rank ; as matters stand, it is 
iinpossilde. This explanation, J trust, will satisfy 
your lordship, as it has salislit^d a less reasonable 
person.” 

Montrose shrugged his shoulders. “ And, like 
true cliampioiis in romaiier,” he said, “ you havt* 
agreed, that you are both to worship the same mis- 
tress, as idolaters do the same image, and that nei- 
ther shall extend his pretensions farther?” 

“ 1 did not go so far, my loril,” answered Alen- 
teilh — 1 only said in the present circumstances, — 
and there is no ])rospectof their being changed, — 
I could, in duty to myself and family, stand in no 
relation to Anuot l^yle, J^iit as that of friend or 
brother — Hut your lordship must excuse me; 1 
have,” said he, looking at his arm, round which he 
had tied his handkerchief, a slight hurt to attend 
to. ^ 

“ A wound?” said Montrose, anxiously ; « let me 
see it. — Alas !” he said, “ I should have heard no- 
thing of this, had I not ventured to tent and sound 
another more secret and more rankling one, Meii- 
teith, I an. sorry for you — I too have known — But 
what r^v'/ds it to awake sorrows Avhich have long 
slu inhered !” 

So saying, he shook hands with his noble kins- 
man, and walked into the castle. 

Annot Lyle, as was not unusual for females in 
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tJie Highlands, was possesscid of a slight dt*greo of 
medical and even surgical skill! Tt may readily he 
believed, that the profession of surgery, •or medi- 
cine, as a si'parate art, Avas unknown ; and the few 
Hide rules which they observed were intrusted to 
women, or to the aged, whom constant casualties 
afforded too much opportunity of accpiiring expe- 
rience. The ciire and attention, accordingly, of 
^Vnnot Lyle, her attendants, and others acting un- 
der her direction, had made her services extremely 
useful during this wild campaign. And most readi- 
ly had these services been rendered to friend and 
foe, wherever they could be most useful. She was 
now in an apartment of the castle, anxiously super- 
intending the preparation of vulnerary herbs, to he 
applied to the wounded ; receiving reports from 
different females respecting those under their se- 
piirate charge, suid distributing what means she luul 
for their relief, when AYlaii ]Vf‘Aulay suddenly en- 
tered the apartment. She started, for slie had heard 
that he had lefl the c.amp upon a distant mission ; 
ami, however accustomed s|jie was to the gloom of 
his countenance, U: seemed at present to have even 
a darker shade than usual. He stood before h<»r 
p(^rfectly sihmt, and she felt the necessity of being 
the first to speak. ^ 

‘‘ I thought,” she sakl, with some effert, “ you 
had already set out.” '* , , . 

“ My companion awaits me,” said Allan ; I go 
instantly.” 

Yet still he stood before her, and held her by 
the arm, with a pressure which, though insufficiciit 
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to give her piiiri, iiiaiio her sensible of his great 
personal strength, liis hand closing on her like the 
gripe of manacle. 

“ Slicill I take the liarp ?” she said, in a timid 
voice ; “ is — is the shadow falling upon you ?’* 

Instead of replying, he led her to the window of 
the apartment, whicli 4‘.oinmanded a view of the 
iield of the slain, with all its horrors. It was thick 
spread with dead and AvuundeU, and the spoilers 
were busy tearing the clothes from the victims of 
war and feudal ambition, with as much indiiference 
as if they had not been of thesame species, and them- 
selves exposed, perhaps to-morrow, to the same 
fate. 

“ Does tlui sight pl(»aso you ?” said M* Aulay. 

“ It is hideous said Annot^ covering her eyes 
with her hands ; how can you bid me look upon 
it ?" 

“ You must ne inured to it,” said he, “ if you 
remain with this destined host — you will soon have 
to search such a field for my brother s corpse — for 
Menteith’s — for mine — ^ut that will be a more iii- 
diflerent task — You do not love nje !” 

This is the lirst time you have taxed me with 
nnkindness,” said Aniiot, weeping. “ You are my 
brother — my preserver — iny protector — and can I 
then but lo”^e you ? — But yocr hour of darkness is 

^approaching, let me fetch iny harp” 

Remain,” said Allan, still holding her fast ; 
“ be iny visions from heaven or hell, or from the 
middle sphere of disembodied spirits — or be they, 
as the Saxons hold, but the delusions of an over- 
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h(?iited fancy, they do not now iidhiencc mo ; \ 
speak the lanjj^uafrt; of the natural, of the visibhs 
world. — You love not me, Annot — you love Men- 
teith — hy liiin you are h*‘lov4»d again, and Allan is 
no more to you than one of the corpses which en- 
ciimher yonder heath.*’ 

It eaiin<»t he siq»posed lliat this strange speech 
conveyed any new in(i)riiiatioTi to her wlio Mas 
thus addressed. ^JSo \voman ever lived who could 
not, in the same circumstances, Iiave discerned long 
since the slate of hm* lover’s mind. But hy thus 
suddenly tearing olf the veil, tliin as it tvas, Allan 
jirepared her to expt'ct conseqinmees violent in pro- 
portion to the enthusiasm of his charaerter. She 
made an effort to repel the charge lie had stated. 

‘‘ You forget,” she; said, your own worth and 
nohleness tvlien you insult so very helpless aheing, 
and one whom fate hai^ thrown so^totally into your 
power. You know who and M’hal 1 am, and how 
impossihle it is that Mentcith or you can use lan- 
guage of affection to me, beyond that of iVieiidship. 
You knoAv from wdiat unh.'y)py rac(^ I liav(* too pro- 
bably derived iny existence.” 

“ I Avill not believe it,” said Allan, impetuous- 
ly; ‘‘ never flowed crystal drop from a polluted 
spring.” 

“ Yet the very doubt,” pleaded Ann«t, “ should 
make you forbear to iiso this language tj^ me.” 

‘‘ I know,” said M‘Aulay, “ it places a bar be- 
tween us — but I know also that it divides you imt 
so inseparably from Men teith. — Hear me, my be- 
loved Annot ! — leave this scene of terrors and dan- 
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per — go witli me to Kintail — I will pljico you in 
llu‘ house of the iiuhle I^ady of Seaforth — or you 
sliall be 'emoved in safety to Icolmkill, where some 
women yet devote themselves to the worship of 
God, after the custom of our am;estors.” 

« You consider not what you ask of me,*’ replied 
Aiinot ; “ to undertake siudi a journey under your 
sole guardiai»ship, were to show me less scrupulous 
than maiden ought. T will remain here, Allan — 
here under the protection of the noble Montrose; 
and wlieii his motions next approach the Lowlands, 
I will <*ontrive some proptT means to relieve you 
of oiuN wlio has, shi‘ knows not how, become an 
object of dislike to you.” 

Allan stood ns if uncertain w’liether to give way 
to sympathy with her distress, or to anger at her 
resistance. 

Annot/' he said, “ you knoAV too well how lit- 
tle your w'or«;s apply to fi\y feelings towards you 
— but you avail yourself of your pow'or, find you 
rejoice in my departure, as removing a spy upon 
your intercourse with Meiiteith. JJut beware both 
of you,’’ h(! adde<l, in a stern toge; “ for w hen was 
it ever heard that an injury w\as offered to Allan 
M‘Aulay, for which he exacted not tenfold ven- 
geam*(; ?” 

ho saying, he pressed ter arm forcibly, pulknl 
the bonnet o\ er his brows, and strode out of the 
apartment. 
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Cn AFTER XXL 

' ■ After* yoii'ri* 

1 ^e\v neqiiaifited with my hoRi*t, and searchM 
What stirrM ir Mo.-i-AIas ! 1 found it love. 

Yet far from Inst, for e4>u1d I but ha\p li\ed 
In presence of you, I had had n»y end. 

PlIILASTER. 

Axnot Lyle had now to contomplato the terri- 
ble gulf which Allan M‘Auhiy*s declaration of love 
and jealousy had made to open around her. It 
seemed as if she was tottering on the very brink 
of destruction, and was at once deprived of every 
refuge, and of all human assistance. She liad long 
been conscious that she loved Menteith dearer than 
a brother ; indeed, how could it be otherwise, con- 
sideriiig their early intimacy, — the personal merit 
of the young nobleman, — hi^ assiduous attentions, 
— and his infinite ^superiority in gentleness of dis- 
position, and grace of manners, over the race of 
rude warriors wdth whom she lived ? But lier af- 
fection was of that quiet, timid, meditative charsic- 
tcr, which sought rather«a reflected share ki the hap- 
piness of the beloved object, than' formed more 
presumptuous or daring hopes. A little Gacilic 
song; in which slie expressed lier feelings, has been 
translated by tlie ingenious and unhappy Andrew 
McDonald; and wo willingly transcribe the lines : — 
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Wort thmi, liko ino, in life’s low vale, 
With thee h< jv Most, that J*it I’d share ; 
W’^ith th**e IM Hy wherever gale. 

Could waft, or hounding galley hear. 
Hut pai’ti'd hy severe decn*e, 

Fair different must our hirtuncs prove; 
Miiy thine he joy— «*Tioiigh for me 
To weeji auul pray for liim I love. 


'fhe pangs this haolish heai t must fw*!, 

M hen lujpe shall he for ever flown, 

No sullen iiiiirmur shall reveal. 

No selfish niurmiirs ever own. 

Nor will I through life’s weary years, 

Like a pale drooping mourner move, 

While 1 <aii think my secret tears 
May wound the heart of him I love. 

Hip furious (k'rliirjition of Allan had destroyed 
the roiiumtio jdan wliich she had formed, of nursing 
in secn‘t her jiensive tfuiderness, without seeking 
any other requital. TiOiy^ before this, she had 
dreaded Allan, as much as gratitude, and a sense 
that he softened towards her a temper so haughty 
and so violent, could permit lier to do ; but now she 
regarded him with uiii|lloyed terror, whicli a per- 
fect knowledge of liis disposition^ and of his prece- 
ding history, too well authorised her to entertain. 
Whatever was in other respects the nobleness of his 
disposition, he liad never been known to resist, the 
wilfulness of piussion, — he \f^alked in the house, and 
in the et^intry of liis fathers, like a tamed lion, 
wlioin no one dared to contradict, lest they slionld 
awaken his natural vehemence of passion. So many 
y<‘ars had elapsc*d since he had experienced contra- 
diction, OP even expostulation, that probably i:o- 
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thing but the strong good souse, which, on all 
points, his mysticism excepted, formed the ground 
of liis character, prevented his proving an aLinoyance 
and terror to the wdiole neighbourhood. But An- 
not had no time to dwell upon her fears, being in- 
terrupted by the entrance of Sir Dugald Dalgetty. 

It may well be supposed, that the scenes in wliich 
this ))**rson had passed his former life, had not much 
cpialified him to sliine in female society, lie him- 
self felt a sort of consciousness that tlui language of 
tlui barrack, guard-room, and parade, was not pro- 
per to entertain ladies. The only peacefid part of 
liis life had Inuui spent at IMareschal-Cyollege, Ab(*r- 
deeii ; and he had forgot Ihe little he had learned 
there, except the arts of darning liis own hose, and 
dispatching his commons with unusual celerity, both 
which had since been kej)t in good exercise by the 
nec(‘ssity of frequent practice. 8till it was Iruui an 
iinperf'ct recollc<*tion of what he hfid acquired du- 
ring this pacific period, that he drew his sources of 
conversation when in company willi women ; in 
cither words, his language b^*camc pedantic when it 
cc^ased to be military. 

“ Mistress Annot Lyle,” said lie, upon the pre- 
sent occasion, I am just now like the half-pike, or 
spontoon of Achilles, one end of which could wound, 
and the other cure — property belonging neither 
to Spanish pike, brown-bill, partizan, halb^d,^ JjOch- 
aber-axe, or indeed any other modern staff-weapon 
whatever.” 

This compliment he repeated twice ; but as An- 
not scarce heard him the first time, and did not 
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roinprclieiul liini tlic second, lie was obliged to cx- 
jilaiii. 

“ I mean,” lie said, “ Mistress Annot Lyle, that 
having been the means of an honourable knight re- 
ceiving a severe wound in tliis day’s conflict, — he 
having jiistolled, soinewliai against the law of arms, 
iny horse, which was iiaineil after Mie immortal King 
of Swciden, — I am desimiis of procuring him such 
solacement as you, inadaiti, can supply, you being 
like the heathen god Esculapliis,*’ (meaning possibly 
Apollo,) “ skilful not only in song and in music, but 
ill the more noble art of chirurgery — ojuferque qter 
orlwui dicor” 

“ Jf you would have the goodness to explain,*’ 
said Annot, too sick at heart to be amused by Sir 
llugald’s airs of pedantic gallantry. 

“ That, madam,” replied tiie Knight, may not 
be so easy, as 1 am out of yie habit of construing 
— but we shall try. /l/cor, supply ego — 1 am call- 
e<i. — Opifer? opijer? — I remember signifer and fur- 
rtfer — but 1 believe opifer stands in this pkico for 
M. D., that is, Doctor Physic.” 

“ This is a busy day with us all,” said Annot ; 
“ will you say at once what you want with me ?” 

“ Merely,” replied Sir Diigald, ‘‘ that you will 
visit my brother knight, and let your maiden bring 
some medii ainciits for his M’^aund, which tlireaiens 
» to be wba| the learned call a damnum fatale^ 

Annot Lyle never lingered in the cause of hu- 
manity. She informed herself hastily of the nature 
of the injury, and interesting herself for the digni- 
fied old Chief whom she had seen at Darnlinvarach, 

VOE. XV. u 
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and whose presence had so much struck her, slie 
hastened to lose tlic sense of tier own sorrow for a 
time, ill the attempt to be useful to anoKier. 

Sir Dii^ald with great form ushered Aniiot Lyle 
to the cliamber of her patient, in which, to her sur- 
]>rise, she found Lord JVIenteith. She could not 
help blushing deeply at the meeting, but, to liide 
her confusion, ])rocecded instantly to examine the 
wound of the Knight of Ardenvohr, and easily sa- 
tisiied herself that it was beyond her skill to cure 
it. As for Sir Dugald, he returned to a large out- 
house, on the floor of which, among other wound- 
ed men, was deposited the person of Kanald of the 
Alist. 

“ Mine old friend,’* said the Knight, “ as I told 
you before, I would willingly do any thing to plea- 
sure you, in return for the wound^ you have recei- 
ved while under my safe-conduct. I have, there- 
fore, according to your earnest request, sent Mrs 
An not Lyle to attend upon the wound of the Knight 
of Ardenvohr, though wherein her doing so should 
benefit you, I cannot imagine. — I think you once 
spoke of some blood relationship betwe^en them ; 
but a soldado, in command and charge like me, has 
other things to trouble Ids head with than High- 
land genealogies.*’ 

And indeed, to do the worthy Majoi; justice, he 
never enquired after, listened to, or recollected, the 
business of other people, unless it either related to 
the art military, or was someliow or other connect- 
ed with his own interest, in cither of which cases 
Ids memory was very tenacious. 
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“ And now, niy j^ood friend of’ the Mist,** said 
lie, “ can yon tell me wliiit has become of your 
hopeful ^randsoii, us 1 have not seen luiii since lie 
assisted me to disarm after the action, a negligence 
whicli de^ervetll the strapadu ?** 

“ He is not far from lienee,** said tlie wounded 
outlaw — lift not your Jiaiid upon him, for he is 
injiu enough to pay a yard of leathern scourge with 
a foot of tempered steel.’* 

A most improper vaunt,** said Sir Dugald ; 
“ but I owe you some favours, lianald, and there- 
loro shall h^t it jiass.** 

And if you think you owe me any thing,** saiil 
the outlaw, it is in your power to re*|uile me by 
granting me a boon.** 

“ Friend Ranald,** answore<l J)algetty, I have 
read of these boons in silly story-books, whereby 
simple knights were <lra\yi into engagements to 
their great prejudice; wherefore, Ranald, tJiemore 
prudent knights of this day never promise any 
thing until they know that they may keep their 
word anent the premiN^vs, without any displeasure 
or iiieoiiiinodeinent to themselve^^ It may be, you 
would have me engage the female chirurgeon to 
visit your wound; though *y<>^ ought to consider, 
Ranald, that the uncleanness of tlm place wj[|ere 
you are deposited may somewhat soil the gaiety of 
her garments, concerning the preservation of which, 
you may have observed, women are apt to be inor- 
dinately solicitous. I lost the favour of the lady of 
tile Grand Pensionary of Amsterdam, by toncluiig 
with the sole of my boot the train of her black vel- 
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vet gown, whieli I mistook for a foot-clotli, it being 
liiilf the room (lis^taiit from lior ]>crson.” 

“ It is not to bring Annot Lyle hither;'* answer- 
ed IMaeh^iigli, “ but to transport me into the room 
wlicre slie is in att(»ndanee upon the Kniglit of Ar- 
den vobr. Soinewliat F have to say of the last con- 
sequence to tliem-both.’* 

“ It is somothmg out of the order of due prece- 
dence,*’ said Dalgett y, “ to carry a wounded outlaw 
into the presence of a*kiiight ; knighthood having 
been of yon*, and being, in some respects, still, the 
highest military grade, independent always of com- 
missioned oliicers, who rank according to tlieir pa- 
tents ; nevertheless, as your boon, as you eall it, is 
so slight, J shall not deny compliance with the 
same.” So saying, he onlered three files of men to 
traiisjiort Macd^high on their shoulders to Srr Dun- 
can Campbell’s apartnn*nt, and he himsell’ hastened 
before to announce the cause of his being brought 
thither. But such w’as llie activity of the soldiers 
employed, that thc»y followed him close at tlie heels, 
and, entering with tlieir gl^astly burden, laid Mac- 
Kagh oil the floor of the apartment. 11 is features, 
naturally wild, were now distorted by pain ; liis 
hands and scanty garments stained with his own 
blopd, and tliosc of others, which no kind hand had 
wiped away, although the wound in his side had 
been secured by a bandage. t 

‘‘ Are you,” lie said, raising his head painfully 
towards the couch where lay stretched his late an- 
tagonist, “ he whom men call the Knight of Ardeii- 
vohr ?” 
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“ The same,” answered Sir Duncan, — “ what 
would you witli one whoso hours are now number- 
ed 

“ My hours, are reduced to minutes,” <iaid the 
outlaw ; ‘‘ the more ^race, it* 1 bestow them in the 
service of one, whose liiind has ever beem ai^ainst 
me, as mine has been raised hic^lier ag'ainst liiin.” 

“ Thine liiji^her against me I — Cruslied worm I” 
said tlie Knight, looking; dowji on Jiis miserable 
adversary. 

‘‘ Yes,’* answered the luitlaw, in a firm voice, 
** my arm liath been hii^hest. In the deadly con- 
test lietwixt us, the w'otiiids I Inive dealt have been 
deepest, tliouj^h (bine have neither been idle nor 
indelt. — I am llanald Afatdiagh — 1 am Ranald of 
tlie Mist — tin* night that I gave Ihy castle to the 
winds in one huge blaze of fire, is now matched 
with the day in which ye^ have fallen under the 
sword of my fathers. — Remember the injuries thou 
Jiast dune our tribe — never wcto such inllicted, save 
by ofte, lu'side thee. He, they say, is fated and 
secure against our vongeance — a short time will 
show.” • 

My Lord Monteith,” said Sir Duncan, raising 
himself out of his hed, “ this is a proc;l aimed villain, 
at o^’ce the enemy of King and Parliament, of God 
and man — one of the outla\<ed banditti of the Mist ; 
alike thtv enemy of your house, of the M'Aulays, 
and of mine. I trust you will not sulFex* moments, 
which are perhaps my last, to be embittered by his 
barbarous triumph.” 
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Ho sliall Iiavp tlie treat nuMit lie merits,” sai<] 
iVlenteitii ; ‘‘ let him be instantly removed.” 

Sir Dnji^ald here interposed, and spoke of Ra- 
nahrs service's as a p^uide, and his own pledge for 
Ills safety; but the high harsh tones of the outlaw 
drowned his voice. 

“ No,” said he, be rack and gibbet the word I 
let me witlujr betwe('H h('aven and earth, and gorge 
the hawks and eagles of Ben-Nevis ; and so shall 
this haughty Knight, and this triumphant Thane, 
never learn the secret I alone can impart ; a secret 
Avhich would make Ardenvohr s heart leap with joy, 
were he in tin* death agony, and which the Earl of 
Menteith would jmrehase at the price of his broad 
earldom. — Coinc' hither, Annot Lyle,” he said, rai- 
sing hinisc'lf with unexpected strength ; “ fear not 
the sight of him to whom thou hast clung in in- 
fancy. Tell these proud men, who disdain thee as 
the issue of mine ancient race, that thou art no blood 
of ours, — no daughter of the race of the Mist, but 
born in halls as lordly, and cradled on couch as soft, 
as ever soothed infancy in their proudest palaces.” 

‘‘ In the name of God,” said Menteith, trembling 
with emotion, “ if you know aught of the birth of 
this lady, do thy conscience the justice to disburden 
it of the secret before departing from this world I” 

“ And bless my enemies with my dying breath ?” 
said MacEagli, looking at him malignantly. — “ Siicli 
are the maxims your priests preach — but wdien, or 
towards whom, do you practise them ? Let me 
know first the w'orth of my secret ere I part with 
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it — WliJit would you p^ivc, Knight of Anienvohr, 
to know that your superstitious fasts have been 
vain, and that there still remains a descendant of 
your house ?-*-! pause for an answer — without it, 
I speak not one word more.” 

I could,” said Sir Duncan, his voice struppling 
between tlie emotions of doubt, hatred, and anxie- 
ty — “ I could — but that I know thy race are like 
the Great Enemy, liars and murderers from the 
beginning — but could it he true tlioii tollest me, i 
could almost forgive thee the injuries thou hast 
done me.” 

“ Hear it 1” said Ranald ; ‘‘ ho hath wagered 
deeply for a sou of Diarmid — And you, gentle 
Thane — the rop*)rt of the camp says, that you would 
purchase with life and lands the tidings that Annot 
Lyle was no daugliter of proscription, but of a race 
noble in your estimation §s your own — Well — It 
is for no love I tell you — The time has been that 
I would have exchanged this secret against liberty ; 
I am now bartering it for what is dearer than liber- 
ty or life. — Annot Lyle is the youngest, the sole 
surviving child of the Knight (rf Ardenvohr, who 
alone was saved when all in Ids halls besides was 
given to blood and ashes.” 

“ Can this man speak truth ?” said Annot Lyle, 
scarce knowing what she %aid ; or is this some 
stra.-ge* delusion?” 

“ Maiden,” replied Ranald, hadst thou dwelt 
longer with us, thou wouldst have better learnt to 
know how to distinguish the accents of truth. To 
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that Saxon lord, and to tlie Knight of Ardenvohr, 
I will yield such proofs of what I have spoken, that 
incredulity shall stand convinced. Meaiitiine, with- 
draw — I loved thine infancy, I hate«not thy youth 
— ^no eye hates the rose in its blossom, though it 
growetli upon a thorn, and for diets only do I some* 
tiling regret what is soon to follow. 15ut he that 
would avenge him td* his foe must not reck tlioiigh 
the guiltless be engaged in the min.** 

“ Jle advises well, Aiinot,** said Lord Menteitli ; 
in (Tod*s name rtdire ! if — if th(‘nj be aught in 
tliis, your meeting with Sir Duncan must be more 
prepart'd for both your sakes.** 

“ I >vill not part from my father, if I have found 
one !** said Aiiiiot — “ I will not part from him un- 
der circiimstanct's so terrible.*’ 

“ And a father you shall ever fied in me,'* mur- 
mured Sir Duncan. 

“ Then,” said Menteitli, I will have MacEagh 
removed into an adjacent apartment, anti will col- 
lect the evidence of liis tale myself. Sir Dugald 
Dalgetty will give mo his ^itteiidance and assist- 
ance.” 

“ With pleasure, my lord,” answered Sir DngJihl. 
— I will be yoiir confessor, or assessor — either or 
both No one can bo so fit, fcr I had lieanh the 
whole story a month ago at Iiiverary cAstle — but 
onslaughts like that of Ardenvohr confoso each 
other in my memory, which is besides occupied 
with matters of more importance.” 

Upon hearing this frank declaration, which was 
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mailci as tlu'V li'ft tlio apartUKstit with tlie wounded 
man, Tmrd Montcith darted upon l)al},^etty a look 
of exti’ciiK! anger and disdain, to which the self- 
conceit of tha worthy connuander rendered him 
totally insensible. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

I iim as fns* as nature first maile man, 

J’irp tlip lia''.' ot* servitude bixau. 

When wild in \vc»ods the noble savai^e ran. 

Contjut'st of Crnnntla. 


The Earl of jMcntcitli, .i"? lu* had iiiidortakcn, so 
Ik; proceeded to inve^itipitc more closely the story 
told by Ranald of the Mist, wliirh was corrohorcated 
by the examination of his two followers, who had 
assisted in tlie capacity of guides. These declara- 
tions he carefully compared Avith speh circumstan- 
ces concerning the destruction of his castle and fa- 
mily as Sir Duncan Campbell was able to supply; 
and it may be supposed he liad forgotten nothing 
relating to an event of such terrific importance. Jt 
Avas of the last consequence^lo prove timt this aa'us 
no inventi«)n of the outlaw's, for the purpose of 
passing an impostor as the cliild and heiress of Ar- 
denvohr. 

Perhaps Menteith, so much interested in belie- 
ving the tale, was not altogether tlie fitt^jst person 
to be intrusted with the investigation of *ts tenth ; 
but the examinations of the Children of the, Mist 
were simple, accurate, and in all respects consistent 
with each other. A personal mark was referred 
to, which was known to have been borne by the 
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infant rliihl of Sir Diinran, and wliirli appeared 
upon th<‘ loft slioiildor of Aniiot Lyle. It was also 
well roineinborod, that when tlio niisorable relics of 
the <»ther cldUlren bad been colhjcted, those of the 
infant bad nowhere bei'n found. Other circumstan- 
ces of «‘vid<Mice, wliich it is unnecessary to quote, 
bronpht the fullest conviction not only to Menteitb, 
blit to the unprejiidieed mind of Montrose, that in 
Annot I-»yle, an bumble dependant, distin^iiisbcd 
only by b<‘aiily and t*alent, they were in future to 
respect the lh*iress of Ardonvolir. 

While Mcnteitb hastened to coinmunic.ate tho 
result of en<|uiries to the persons most inter- 
ested, the outlaw demanded to speak with his grand- 
eliild, whom 1 h‘ usually called his son. “ Fie would 
ho found,’' he said, “ in the outer apartment, in 
wlfn'Ii he himself had been originally deposited.” 

Accordiiiglv, the yoii^ savage, after a close 
search, was found lurking in a corner, coiled up 
among some rotUm straw, and brought to his grand- 
sire. 

Kenneth,” said tlto old outlaw, “ hear the last 
words of the sire of thy father. • A Saxon soldier, 
and Allan of the Red-hand, left this camp within 
these few hours, to travel to the country of Caber- 
faci Pursue them as the bloodhound pursues the 
hurt deef — swim the lake— climb the mountain — 
thread rfie forest — tarry not until you join them 
and then the countenance of the lad darkened as 
his grandfather spoke, and he laid his hand upon a 
knife which stuck in the thong of leather that con- 
fined his scanty plaid. “ No T' said the old man ; 
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it is not by tliy baiul ho must fall. They ^vill ask 
the news from the camp — say to llieiii that Arinot 
Lyle of the Harp is discovered to be the daiip^Iiter 
of Duncan of Ardenvolir ; that the Thane of Meii- 
tcith is to W(‘d her before the priest ; and that you 
are sent to bid {guests to the bridal. Tarry not 
their answer, but vanish like the li^htniii!^ when 
tlie black cloud swalh'ws it. — And now dispart, be- 
loved son of my best beloved ! I shall nev«n’ more 
see thy fact*, nor hear the li^ht sound of tliy foot- 
stej) — yet tarry an instant anti hear my last charg’e. 
Remember the fate of onr race, and quit not tin* 
ancient manners of the Chiblren of the Mist. We 
are now a slrtag^ling* hantlful, driven from every 
vale by the sword of every clan, who rule in the 
possessions where their forelatliers ln»wed the 
wood, and drew the M’ater for oiij’s. Tbit in the 
thicket of the wilderneis, and in the mist of the 
inonntain, Kenneth, son of Kracht, keep thou nn- 
soiled the freedom which 1 leave thei* as a birth- 
right. Darter it not neither for the rich garment, 
nor for the stone-roof, nor ^or the covered board, 
nor for tin* conch ’of ilowm — on the rocJc or in the 
valley, in abundance or in famine — in the leafy 
Slimmer, and in the days of the iron Avinter — Son 
of tb? Mist! be free as thy for .‘fathers. OwA no 
lord — receive no law — take no hire — giVe no sti- 
pend — build no hut — einhise no pasturej^sorv no 
grain ; — let the deer of the mountain bo thy flocks 
and herds — if these fail thee, prey upon the goods 
of onr oppressors — of the Saxons, and of such Gael 
as arc Saxons in their souls, valuing herds and flocks 
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jiiorc Ilian iioiionr and freedom. Well for us that 
tln^y do so — it allords the broader scope for our re- 
vc'ii^e. llemember those who have done kindness 
to our race, ^^nd pay their services with thy blood, 
slionhl the hour r(‘quire it. If a Maclaii shall conio 
to th(‘o with the head of the king’s son in his hand, 
shelter liiin, thougli the avengieg army of the father 
were behind liini ; for in Clencoc and Ardnaniur- 
chan, Ave have dw(*lt in peace in tin; years that have 
gone by. Tlie sons of IJiarniid — the race of Darii- 
linvaracli — the riders of Menteilh — my curse on 
thy head, Cliild of the Mist, if thou spare one of 
those nanu's, wlieii the time shall oiler for cutting 
them oil’! and it will come anon, for their ow’ii 
swords shall chwoiir each other, and those who artj 
scattered shall fly to the Mist, and perish by its 
Children. Once more, begone — shako the dust from 
thy feet against the halytations of men, whether 
banded together for peace or for war. Farewell, be- 
loved ! and iiiayst thou die like thy forefathers, ere 
iniirinity, disease, or age, shall break thy spirit — 
Begone ! — begone !— ^live free — recpiite kindness — 
avenge the injuries of thy race*!” 

Tin? young savage stooped, and kissed the brow 
of his dying parent ; but accustomed from infancy 
to suppress every exterior sign of emotion, he part- 
ed witheut tear or adieu, *md was soon far beyond 
the liiiyts of "Montrose’s camp. 

I^r Dugald Dalgetty, who was present during 
the latter part of this scene, was yery little editied 
by the conduct of MacEagh upon the occasion. “ I 
cannot think, my friend Ranald,” said he, that 



318 TALKS OF MY LANDLOlll). 

you are in the best possible road tor a dyin^ man. 
Sturms, onslaughts, iiiu>sam;s, the burniiif^ of sub- 
urbs, are indeed a soldier’s daily work, and .ire jus- 
tified by the ne<;essity of the ease, seeini^^ that they 
are done in the course of duty ; for burning' <if 
suburbs, in particular, it may be said that they an; 
traitors and cut-throats all fortilied towns, flence 
it is plain, that a soldier is a profi^saion [>eeu]iur]y 
favoured by ile.aveii, seeing that we may hope for 
salvation, although we dtiily conimit actioll^* of so 
great violence. iJut then, Jlanald, in all s(U'vices 
of Europe, it is the custom of the dying soldier not 
to vaunt him of such doings, or to rer^omnunul them 
to his fellows ; but, on the contrary, t<» express con- 
trition for the same, and to repeat, or have repeat- 
ed to him, some comfortable prayer ; which, if you 
please, 1 will intercede with his J<jxcellencys chaplain 
to prefer on your account|j. It is otherwise no point 
of my duty to put you in mind of those things; 
only it may be for the ease of your conscience to 
depart more like a Christian, and less like a Turk, 
than you seem to be in a faiiv,way of difmg.*’ 

The only answer^f the dying man — (for as such 
Ranald MacEagli might now be considered) — was 
a request to be raised to such a position that lie 
might obtain a view from the window of the 
tle. The deep frost mist, which had long settled 
upon the top of the mountains, was nowtrolli-ng 
down each rugged glen and gully, where the craggy 
ridgi‘s showed their black and irregular outline, 
like desert islands rising above the ocean of vapour. 

Spirit of the Alist said Ranald MacEagh, “ call- 
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ed by our irace our father, and our preserver — re- 
<*eive into lliy laberuarle of eloiuis, when tliis pan^ 
id over,* him wlioni in life thou hast so often shel- 
tered.’' So savin'^, he sunk back into the arms of 
thoMi who iipiield liiiii, spoke no further word, but 
turned his fare to tlie wall for a short spare. 

“ 1 believe,” sai<l Daljj^etty, “ luy friend liatiald 
will be found in his heart to be little better than a 
heathen.’* And he renewed liis proposal to pro- 
cure him the assistance of !)r Wislieart, iVIontrose's 
military chaplain; ‘‘a man,” said Sir Du^ahl, “ very 
clever in his exercise, and who will do cxt^cution 
on your sins in less time than I could smoke a pipe 
of tobacco.” 

“ Saxon,” said the dying man, s])eak to im? no 
more of tliy priest — I die contented. Iladst thou 
ever an einiiny against wdiom Aveapons were of no 
avail — wliorn tiie ball ihissed, and against Avhom the 
arrow shivered, and whose bare skin was as impe- 
netrable to sword and dirk as thy steel garment? 
— IJeardst thou ever of such a foe?” 

“ Very frc‘(piently,^when I served in Germany,” 
replied Sir Diigald. ‘‘ '^fhere .was such a fellow 
at Ingolstadt ; he was proof both against lead and 
steel. The soldiers killed him with the buts of 
their muskets.” 

“ This impassible foe,” tiaid Ranald, without re- 
garding^, the Majors interruption, “ who has the 
blood dearest to me upon Ids hands — to this man 
I have now becpieathed agony of mind, jealousy, 
despair, and sudden death, — or a life more miser- 
able thau death itself. Such shall be the lot of 
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Allan of the Red-hand, when lie learns that Aniiot 
w'ods ^^entcith ; and I ask no iiiorc than the cer- 
tainty that it is so, to sweeten iny own hlo dy end 
by his hand.” 

If that be the case,” said the Major, there's 
no more to hc^ said ; but I sliall take carcj as few 
people see you as possible, for f cannot thiidc your 
mode of departiir<‘ can be at all 4*r(»ditabh? or ex- 
emplary to a (’hristian ’army.” So saying, he left 
the apartment, and the Lon of the IMist soon after 
breathed his last. 

Menteith, in the meanwhile, leavinj^ the new- 
found relations to their mutual feelings of mingled 
emotion, was eagerly discus*<ing with Alontrose the 
con*^ef|uerices of this discovery. “ I should now 
see,” said tin' Marquis, “ even had 1 not hefore ob- 
served it, that your interest in this discovery, my 
dear Menteith, has no small reference to your own 
happiness. You love this new-found lady, — your 
aifection is returned. In point of hirth, no excep- 
tions can be made; in (‘very other resjioct, her ad- 
vantages are equal to tliosg which yon yourself 
possess — think, h(wvever, a moment. Sir Duncan 
is a fanatic — Presbyterian, at least — in arms against 
the King; he is only with us in the quality of a 
prisoiH?r, and we are, I fear, but at the commem'e- 
rnent of a long civil wai\ Is this a time, think you, 
Menteith, for you to make proposals for his heir- 
ess? Or what chance is there that he wdll now 
listen to it ?” 

Passion, an ingenious, as well as an elocnicnt ad- 
vocate, supplied the young nobleman with a thou- 



A LEGEND OE MONTROSE. 321 

sTiinl answers to those ohjoctions. lie reiniiidod 
Mnn1ros(‘ that the Knight of Ardonvolir was iioi- 
tlior a in ])olitios nor ndiiifion. IJo ur^ed ]iis 

own known aii^d proved zoal for tin; royal rause, 
and hinted that its intliionoo luij^ht In; extended and 
stronj^tlienetl hy his wedding the lieire^s of Anlen- 
volir. rte plead<*<l the <laiigeroiis state of Sir Dnn- 
evnfs wound, the risk whieli must he run hy suffer- 
ing tin; young lady to he carried into the country 
of tlie Canijiliells, wlnu-e, vii case of lier fathers 
deatli, or continued indisposition, she must neces- 
sarily ho placed under the guardianship of Argyle, 
an event fatal to his (Menteith's) hojn's, unless he 
could stoop to purchase his favour hy abaiuloning 
the King's party. 

Alontrose allowed the force of those arguments, 
and owned, altliough the matter was atlendtHl witli 
difficulty, y<*t it se«‘ined coysistent with the King’s 
service that it should be concluded us speedily us 
possible. 

“ I could wi'^h,'* said he, that it wore all settled 
ill one way or auothoi^ and that this fair IJrisois 
Avere removeil from our camp heCoro the return of 
our Highland Achilles, Allan ]M‘Anlay. — 1 fear 
some fatal feud in that quartiT, Meiiteith — and 1 
believe it Avoiild be best tliat Sir Duncan he dis- 
missed on Jiis parole, and that you accoiiipariy him 
and bis djughtifer as his esc,ort. The journey can 
bo made chiefly hy water, so will not greatly in- 
commode Ills wound — and your own, my friend, 
will be an honourable excuse for the absence of 
some time from my camp.” 

VOL. XV. X 
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‘‘ Never !'* said Rleiiteitli. AV\n'e I to forfeit 
the very lioj>e that has so latt‘iy dawned upon me, 
never will 1 leave your h!xcelh»nry's ra jp wliih* 
tlie royal standard is displayt'd. 1 should deserve 
that this triHiii*^ scrat< h slioiild f^an<»Teiie and eoii- 
simie my sword-arm, were I capable of holdin*^ it 
as ail excuse for ahseiicti at this crisis of the Kin«^'s 
alfairs.” 

On this, tlioii, are determined ?” said Mon- 
trose. 

“ As fixed as l^eii-Nevis,*' said the yoiin^ noble- 
man. 

“ You must, then,” said Montrose, “ lose no time 
ill seeking’ an explanation with the Knight of Ar- 
denv'ohr. If this prove favourable, I will talk my- 
self with (he ehler M'Anlay, and we will deviso 
means to employ his lirother at a distanci' from the 
army until he shall be reeoncihMf to his present 
disappointment. W^nild to (lod some vision would 
deseend upon his imagination fair t‘nongh to obli- 
terate all traces of Aiinot Lyle ! I'hat pm’liaps you 
tliink impossibh*, Menteitli?^ — \VelI, each to his ser- 
vice ; you to that of (hipid, and 1 to that (if Mars.’* 

They parteil, ami in pursuance of the sclienio ar- 
ranged, JMeiiteith, early on tlio ensuing morning, 
sought a private interview with the woumled Kiiiglit 
of Ardeiivolir, and co>.ininnicate<l to liiiii his suit 
for the Iiaiid of his daughter. Of rfieir miitijal at- 
tachment Sir Duncan was aware, but lie wfis not 
prepared fur so early a declaration on the part of 
Menteith. He said, at first, that he had already, 
perhaps, indulged too much in feelings of personal 



A LKGKND OF MOXTROSK. 


323 


lia|>]»inovs, at a time wlum his tlim luul sustiiiricd so 
t;n'at a loss and huinilialion, and that ho Avas iin- 
Asilliiiy, tlieroforo, iartlior to consider the advance- 
nh‘iit of his own hoii^o at a period so ealainitous. 
On tlio more iiiytmt suit of tin* iicdde lover, he re- 
ipiested a few hours to deliheratt^ and eonsnlt Avith 
his dauf^hter, upon a ijnesthni so liiiifhly iinfmrtant. 

The result olThis interview and didiheratioii Avas 
fav'onrahlo to Menteith. Sir Diinean Campbell he- 
eame fully sensible tliat the ]iap{>iness of his iieAA’^- 
found dau^‘ht(‘r depended upon a union Avilli Jier 
loA^er; and unless sueli Avere uoav forrne<l, he saAV 
that Areylo Avould throw a thousand obslaeles in 
the AA’ay of a mat eh iu every respect sieeeplable to 
liimself. Mf'iiteith’s private ehjuMuter was so ex- 
cel lent, and Mieli AA’as tlie rank and (*onsid(u*atioii 
due to his fortune and family, that they outbalan- 
ced, iu Sir Duneau’s (tpiii^mi, tlie dilVenMiee in their 
pcditical opinions. IS’or could he have rcsoK'ed, 
perliaps, had his (»wii opinion <»f tlie match been 
less favourab!i‘, to decline ;ui opportunity of iii- 
diili^iunr the new-f<Hu^l chihl of his hopes. There 
Avas, be^iili's, a feeliiuif of pridt»*AAdiu h dictated his 
determination. To jirodiice the Heiress of Arden- 
A’ohr t(» the world as one avIio liad been educated a 
poor dependant and musician in the family of Dani- 
liiiA'aracIi, had something; ?n it that AA'as humiiiatiiip^. 
Tc intt;oduce lier as the betrollied bride, or wedded 
wifv, of the Karl of Menteith, upon an attachment 
formed during; her obscurity, Avas a warrant to the 
worhl that she had at all linu's been Avorthy of the 
rank to Avhicli she aa'us elcA alod. 
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It was under the influence af these eorishh*rations 
that Sir Dmican (^dTnJ)hell anii()une(sl to iIk* lovers 
his consent that they slionhl be married in die cha- 
pel of the Castle, by Montrose’s chaplain, and as 
priv'ately as possible. But when Montrose should 
lireak up from Inverlochy, for whieJi orders w<*re 
expected in the course* of a very few <hiys, it was 
agreed that tin* young (!onntess should di‘part with 
her father to his castle, and remain there until the 
circumstances of tlie nation permitted Afenteith to 
retire with honour from his present military em- 
ployment. Ills resolution being onen taken, Sir 
Duiieau Campbell would not permit the maidenly 
scruples of his daughter to delay its execution; 
and it was therefore resolved that the bridal shoidd 
take place the next eveningi being the second after 
the battle. 
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CHAPTER XXIir. 


INIy mu'ul — my Miu*-c‘yt‘d maid, lip bore away, 

Dm* t«i the loils» oritiaiiy a bloo.h dax. 

Hind, 

• 

It was nocossary, for many roasons, Aniens 
M‘Aulay, i-'o h)u<r tlio kind protortor of Annot 
Lylr, slioiild l>o iiiado accpiaintod witli tlie change 
in the fortunch of his late protegee ; and Montrose, 
as lie had nnderlaken, coininiinieated to him these 
remarkable events. With the careless and cheer- 
ful indill’erence ol* his charactiw, lie expressed much 
more j»)y thjni wonder aj Annot’s good fortune ; 
had no doiilit xvhatever she would merit it, and as 
she had alxvays h<*(*ii bred in loyal principles, Avould 
convey the wiiole estate of her grim fanatical father 
to SOUK* lione''t fello^y who loved the king. “ I 
shoiihl have no objection that* my brother Allan 
should try his idiance,” added he, “ notwithstanding 
that Sir Duncan Campbell was the only man who 
evc^' charged Darniinvara<*h with inliospitality. 
Annot Lyle coidd always^charm Allan out of the 
sulLMis,.und who knows whether matriniony might 
not make him more a man of this world?” 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the progress of 
liis castle-building, by informing him that the lady 
was already wooed and won, and, with her father's 



326 TALES OV MV LANDLOTMJ. 

Approbation, was almost iinr.iodiat<»ly to b(‘ woddod 
to his kinsman, tlio J^arl of ]\h*nt('itli ; and tijat in 
testimony of the hia^li respect duo to M^Vulay, so 
lonj^ the lady’s protorlor, ho was now to ro(|U(‘st liis 
prcsencM' at tho eoromony. iM‘Aulay looki‘d very 
j^ravo at tliis intimation, and drc‘w up liis p<u’soii 
with the air of ono w!io thoiii'Iit that ht‘ had boon 
iioj!^Ioct(‘d. 

“ IIo 4*oncoivo<l,” lio said, “ that his uniform kind 
treatment of tlui yoiinu: laily, wliilo so many years 
under his roof, required somethinp^ more upon such 
an occasion tliaii a ban» eoinpliment of <*oreinony. 
JJo init'ht,” lio tliout^-ht, “ witliont arropinee, havt» 
expecti'd to liavo betui consulted. Ik* wishcul his 
kinsman of ^M<*ntoith well, no man could wish him 
better ; but he must say he thought he had been 
hasty in this matt <4'. Allan’s sentiments towards 
the youn<^ holy had been pretty well understood, 
and he, for <m(*, eonld not see why the superior pre- 
tensions which lie had upon her p^ratitnde should 
have been set aside, without at least undergoing 
some previous discussion.” 

Montrose, seeing too well where all this pointed, 
entreated M^Anlay to be reasonable, and to consi- 
der wliat probability there Avas that the Kniglit of 
Ardejivobr could be brought to confer the hand of 
his sole h(»iress upon Allan, Avhoso niidcniiablo ex- 
celhiiit qualities were mingled with others, J)y which 
tliey were overclouded in a manner that made all 
tremble who approached him. 

My lord,” said Angus M‘Aulay, “ my brother 
Allan has, as God made us all, faults as well as 
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iiirril'- ; l)iit lic! is llio ti*st and bravest man of your 
army, be ibe other '\vli<» b« may, ami tliereforo ill 
(h'servc d that his ha])piriess siioiild liave been so 
little eonsiilted by your Kxe«*lh‘m*y — by his own 
near kinsman — ami by a y<>*i*»£^ person who owes 
all tt> liim and to his family.*^ 

JMonlrosi* in vain ('iideavoiired to plaee tin; snb- 
j(M*t in a diderent vi(»w ; this was tlu» point in which 
Aiip^us was determined to re,!j;:ard it, and he Avas a 
man ot‘ that calilm^ of nn Jerstamliiif'-, who is inca- 
pable of l)eiii^ convinced fidien he has once adopt- 
ed a prejmlice. ]\rontros(> now assumed a hi'^her 
tone, ami called ii[n)n Aliens to take care how he 
nourished any sentiments which inij^ht be prejmii- 
eial to Ids Majesty's service, lie ]>oiiited out to 
him, tliat he was peculiarly desirous that Allan's 
elldrts should not bo interrupted in tin? course of 
Ids present mission ; << a mission," he said, ““ hij^hly 
honourabh; for himself, and likely to prove most 
advanla^'eous to tlie Kiii«r’s caiisi*. lie expe<*ted his 
brotinw would hold no communication with liim 
upon otluT su]»jects, jiior stir up any cause of dis- 
sension, whii h ini^lit divert hi^ mind from u mat- 
ter of sucli importance.’' 

Aiifi^us answt»retl someAAdiat sulkily, that “ he was 
no, make-bate, or stirrer up of (juarn^ls; In? would 
rather bo a peactj-makeip. Jlis brother kftow as 
W(t)l a^^inost nien how to resent his own (piarrels — 
as for Allan’s mode of recadvinj^ information, it was 
generally believed he had other sources than those 
of ordinary couriers, lie should not be surprised 
if they saw him sooner than they expected.” 
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A promise that he would not interfere, was the 
farthest to which AInntrose eoiihl briiiii: (liis man, 
thorfMij^hly trooil-teinpered us lie was on i,ll o<*eji- 
sions, save when his priile, inttM-est, or prejiniiees, 
were interlen*<l v/ith. And at this point tlie Mar- 
quis was fain to leave the matter for tin* pnvsent, 

A more willinu; fj^iiest at tlie bridal reri'inony, 
certainly a m<in‘ willii'*:!;’ attiMulant at the niarriai^e 
feast, was to be (‘xpeetetl in Sir l)iii»ald Dalf^etty, 
whom Montrose n*solveJ to invite, as having*- be«*ri 
SI eoiiiident to the i iieiinistaiiees whieli ])reeeded it. 
But (»v(‘ri Sir I)ii»’al<l liesitated, looked on the el- 
bows of his doublet, ami the knees of his leather 
bre(M lu‘s, and nium-bled out a sort of riduetarit ac- 
quieseeiiee in tln» invitation, providinj^ he should 
iind it possibhs after eonsultin^ with the noble 
bridegroom, Montrose wsi< sonu*what surprised, 
but seoriiiiiu; to testify displeasure, ho left Sir Du- 
gald to piirsiu! Iiis own edur.se. 

This carried him instantly to the ehamber of the 
bridei^room, wlio, amidst the scanty wardrobe which 
his camp-e(|uij)n^e afibr<h*d, was seekiiip^ for such 
articles as mi^ht ajijiear to tin* best mlvauta^o upon 
the approacliini*- occasion. Sir Dii^ald entered, and 
paid Ids compliments, with a very^^rave face, upon 
Ids fapproaching ha{)pitiess, winch, he said, “ he v^jjas 
very sfirry he was |)r<»ve«ted from witiies.-dng,” 

“ In plain truth,” said he, “ I should* but <Msgrftce 
the ceremony, seeing that f lack a bri<lal garment. 
Rents, and open seams, and tatters at elbows in tlio 
apparel of the assistants, ndght presage a similar 
solution of continuity in your matrimonial happU 
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iK'ss — and to say iny lord, you yourself must 

])ariK liave tlic bLine of tliis disappointment, in 
ro-^pei'l. you stmt me upon :i fool's errand to ^et a 
l)ijlV-f‘t)at out of the booty taken by the Camerons, 
wheia^as you mi*rht as well have sent me to fetch a 
pound of IVesli butter out of a black do^’s throat. 
] had no answtu', my lord, but brandished dirks and 
broadsw<»rds, aisd a sortH)f growliiip^ and jabbering 
ill what tliey call their language. For iiiy part, I 
believe these I li^lilanders to be no better than ab- 
solute paii^aus, and have b^eii much scandalized by 
tlie manner in wliicli my ac(}ualntance, Itanahl Mac- 
Eaf^h, uas j)h‘ascd to beat Ids final march, a little 
Avhile since.” 

Ill Ahuiteilli’s state of mind, disposed to bo pleased 
with every thinj^, and every body, the grave com- 
plaint of Sir Dngald furnished additional ainuse- 
iiUMit. Tie re(p*ested liis acceptance of a very hand- 
some ))ul]-dress wliich was lying on tlie floor. “ I 
had intended it,'’ he said, “for my own bridal-gar- 
ment, as lieiiiu' tin* leiist formidable of my warlike 
t*rjuipments, and 1 have here no peaceful dress.” 

Sir Dngald nnnh! the necessary ajiologies — would 
not by any means ilcprive — and so forth, until it 
happily occurred to him that it was iniich more ac- 
cording to military rule that the Karl should be mar- 
ried in lii.s back and breast-pieces, which drAs lie 
had jeen tlui hi iilegrooin wear at tlie union of Prince 
Tico of W’itth‘sl)ach with the youngest daughter of 
ohl (ieorge Fr(*<lerick, of Saxony, under the au- 
spices of the gallant Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion 
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of till* Nortlijiiiid so forth. TJii* t^^ood-iiiiliiriMl yoiiiit; 
Karl laii<i^lii*d, and af(juies4*i»d ; and (liiis havin'^* si*- 
ciiri‘d at loast one iiiorry fan? at his hridal, Ji<‘ ])ut 
on alig^ht and ornanunitod rnirass, ^•oncl'^lll‘d jiartly 
by a vi*lvot i*oal, and jmrlly by a broail Idno silk 
srarf, M-Iiirli In* won* over his slunildor, aj^rft*ahly 
to liis rank, and tin* fashion of tin* tinu's. 

Every thin**- was now atTaniiiMl ; and it had been 
settled, tliat, aceordiii!^ to the 4 nstoni of the l onn- 
try, the bride and bridegroom shonld not ai^ain 
meet until they were before tlie altar. Hie bonr 
bad already straeklhat snminoned tin* bridt'grooin 
thither, and lie only waited in a small ant(*room 
adjacent to the ( hapi*!, tor tin* Marquis, who con- 
descended to in*t as hride's-man iqmn the occasion. 
Business relalinj^ to the army Inivini;* suddenly r(»- 
qiiired the Marquis’s instant alt (‘ut ion, Menteitli 
waited his return, it may In* siqipostMl. in soiin* im- 
patience ; and when he heard the door of tin* apart- 
ment open, he said, laugliiii*^, You are late upon 
jiarado.’* 

“ You will find I am ^lo early,” said Allan 
M‘Aiilay, avIio bu»*st into the apartment. “ Draw, 
Menteitli, and defend yourself like a man, or die 
like a do^ !” 

“ You are mad, Allan !” answered Meiitgith, 
astonished alike :it iiis%iiidden appearaie’e, .'iikI at 
the niiiitterable fury of bis d(*meniiofir. 1 ^s cl 4 'eks 
were livid — his eyes started from their sockets — 
liis lips were covered with foam, and Ids gestures 
were those of a demoniac. 

“ Y’ou lie, traitor !” w’as his frantic reply — ‘‘ you 
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llc» In llnit, :is ynii lie ia sill you liave Siild to me. 
Your lile is ii lie !” 

{)i('i I not speak my tlioiiirlit^ wlien ] ealled you 
mad,*’ said Me*it(*illi, in<lii;'iiaiitly, “ your own JiFe 
were a i)nef one. In what do you eliargcs me with 
de<‘eiviin»' yon?” 

‘‘ ^"ou told me,” answered INkAiday, “ tliat you 
would n(»t marry Annol Lylt‘ ! —h^dse traitor! — 
'she now wails you at ihe altar.” 

“ It is you Avho speak false*,” retorted Menteith. 

I fold yon the (d)senrity of her hirlh was the on- 
ly bar to our union — tliat is now removed ; and 
whom do y<ni lliink yonrs<*lf, that 1 should yield up 
my pretensions in your favour ?*' 

*• Draw then,” said Al^Aulay ; we understand 
each other,” 

Not now,” i^aid Afonteith, “niid not here. Allan, 
yon know me well — wait«.tiil to-morrow, and you 
shall havi* lit'hlin^* enough.” 

This hour — this instant — or never,” answered 
APAulay- Your triumph shall not go farther 
than the hour whieh ijj strieken. Menteith, I eii- 
tn‘at you by our r4*lationship-~*by our joint con- 
flicts and labours — draw your sword, and defend 
your life !” As he spiiki*, he seized the Karl’s hand, 
and wrung it with such frantic earnestness, that Ids 
grasp fon-ed the blood td start under the nails. 
IVleAteitk threw him off w'itli violence, exclaiming, 
“ [{cigone, madman I’' 

“ Then, be tlie vision accomplished !” said Allan ; 
and, drawing his dirk, struck w ith his w'hole gigan- 
tic force at the EaiTs bosom. The temper of the 
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corslet tlirew tlie point of tVe weapon upwards, but 
a deej) womul took place between the neik and 
shoulder ; and the ibrce of the blow ])ros(i.,ted the 
bridep^rooni on the floor. JVfontrose entered at one 
side of the anierooin. The bridal company, alarm- 
ed at the noise, were in equal a]>prehensioii a)nl sur- 
prise ; blit (»re Montrose <*onld almost see what had 
]iap))ened, Allan Aulay had rushed j)ast him, an<l 
descended tin* castle stairs like lii^htnini*'. “ (i minis, * 
shut the f^ate !” (*xcl;iin.*‘d Montrost* — “ Sei/a* hint 
— kill him, if he nvsisls*! — ITe shall die, if he AVero 
my brother !” 

lint Allan prostratinl, Avith a second IdoAV of liis 
dapciLjer, a sentiind A\ho Avas upon duly — traAH*rsed 
the camp like a inonatain-deer, though pnrMjed by 
all AA’lio caniihi the alarm — threw himself into the 
river, ainl, swimming to the opposite side, AAais soon 
lost amonff tin* Av^nds. In tlu» course (d* the same 
eAT'iiing, his brother Angus and his folloAA’ers left 
Montrose’s camp, ami, taking the road hunie\A^ard, 
ncA-or again laqoined iiiin. 

Of Allan himself it is srj^, that, in a AA'onderful- 
ly sliort space, after the <lee<l AA'as <*ommitted, luj 
burst into a room in the Castle of JiiA^'rary, Avhero 
Argyle AA^as sitting in council, and llnng on the 
table Iiis bhiody dirk. 

“ fs it the blood of James Grahaine ?’• said Ar- 
gylc, a ghastly expression of liope inixing^AvitKthe 
terror which the sudden apparition naturally .exci- 
ted. 

<< It is the blood of his minion/’ answer ed APAu- 
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Jny — “ ll tiu‘ I»ln(ul ♦viru'li f was prodostinod to 
f would ratluT liavo spilt my own/' 

ilav'.i^ tlins spfdvoii, lu‘ tiirurd and lol’t llio ras- 
tlo, and tVoiu t|p'il nioinout iiolliin i; coiiain is known 
ol' liis fato. As tlio hoy K<‘nTn‘tli, with tliivo of the 
(liiildreii of tho Mi'^t, W4‘n' scimi soon afterwards 
to oross Jjoehline, it is sii])p(H<‘d they dop^jj^ed his 
4 ‘ourse, and tliat he pin-i^hod hy thrir lianil in some 
<»l)s«aire wihhn’iu'ss. Auijtlu'r opinion maintains, 
that Allan iNkAulay W4‘iit abianid and 4H(nl a monk 
of the C-arlhiisian 4)rd4*r. l>ut in»thini»* In^yond hare 
pr4>suniptioiL 4‘4Hdd ever lie hr4>iu^ht in support of 
either opini4)ii. 

His veiif^eanee was niiieh less 4‘omplele than he 
pr4>hahly faiKi4*4l ; for Meiileitli, tliongh so severely 
W4>andi!d as to nunaiii lon;j^ in a dan<if4»rons state, 
was, hy liavina;’ adopt4*d Maj4»r Dal^M^tty's fortunate 
re4‘onini4nidati4nL 4»r a ciiiiYss as a hridal-f>arinent, 
iiappily S4‘eur4‘d from (he worst rtmseipiences of 
the IjIow. J3nt his S4*rvi4*es n4*r4‘ lost to Afonlrose ; 
and it wiis thought h4‘st, that he shoidd he 4;onvey' 
ed with his iiiteiuksl 4*4nmt4*ss, now truly a inonrn- 
ing" bride, ami should acTompany his woninh^d fa- 
ther-in-law to the eastle of Sir f)iin4‘aii at AinIou- 
vohr. Dulgetty folio we4l tlnnii to the water’s edge, 
reinjitidiiig; Ment4*ith of the ne4*essity of 4»rectmg a 
sconce on Drumsnab to cover his lady's newly-ac- 
qniiT<l irjieritaiice- 

Thpy l)orfonned tlicir voyage in safety, and Meii- 
tcith was in a few weeks so well in health, as to be 
united to iii^iinot in the castle of hen* father. 

The Higlilauders were somewhat puzzled to re- 
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<!Oii(‘ilo MiMitiMtlTs ri»covLTy»wJtli (lie visions of th« 
srcoiid ami llio inoro i*xp»‘ririirr(l Scrrs wore 

disploasi'd witli him for not lijivin<»* di«‘<L I5,!i others 
thought the credit ot lhe vision siillieiently t’ullilled, 
l)y tin' wound intlieted by tlie luind, ami with the 
weapon, fon'told ; and all were of opinion, that tin* 
incid('nt ot tlie rini^^, with the ileath's lu'ad, r*'!ate<l 
to the deatli of tlie l»ri<le’s fatin'r, who did not sur- 
vive lier niarria;j:e many months. The ineredidons 
lield, that all this was bile dreamin»*, and that Al- 
lan’s supposed vision was but a oonseqnence of the 
private sii^i^estions of bis own ]»nssion, which, ha- 
vings loni;; seen in Mmiteith a rival more ln*loved 
than himself, strn‘»'<^led with his better nature, and 
inipresse<l u[)on him, as it w<‘re invuluntarilj', the 
idea of killing his compi'titor. 

iM<mt<‘itli did not recover sufficiently to join 
Montrose diirini^ his brief and p^hn ious career ; and 
when that heroic, p^eneral disbanded his army and 
retired from Scollainl, Menteitli resolved to adopt 
the life of privacy, which be led till tin; llestora- 
tion. Aft('r that ha[)py evept, lie occupii'd a situa- 
tion in the land beiittiii^ liis ranh, lived loiii^, bappy 
alike in public regard and in domestic afl'ection, and 
died at a {>'ood old age. 

Our dramufis pcrsotuc have boon so limitt'd, that, 
exce*‘pling Montrose, whose exploits an I fate are 
the theme of history, wo have only ’to inqyntion Sir 
Dijgald Dalgctty, This gentleman contiiiiiecb with 
tlie most rigorous punctuality, to discharge his duty, 
and to reccuve his pay, until lie was ina/le prisoner, 
among others, upon the field of Pliilliphangh. He 
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was roriiloinniMl to siwii’o tlu; ijite of his fellow-offi- 
<a*rs ii|»on that ornvssoii, av1u> were (loomed to death 
ratiK'j* hy (leiiiiiiriatioiis from the pulpit, than the 
s(‘iiteiu<', eilh(‘.r of civil or iiiilitiiry trihiinal ; their 
l>lo<nl Ix'iujj;' c(msiden»d as u sort of sin-olferiiip^ to 
takf away llie j»uilt of tins land, and the late impo- 
sed upon the ('anaanit(‘s, iimhn* a special dispen- 
sation, Ix'iij;:;' im]>ioiislv and crn»*lly applied to tiiem. 

Several Ijowland ollicers, in tlie service of the 
Cov<‘iiaiiters, interceded fv)r iJal^-etly on this occa- 
sion. represent inij;’ him as a person whose skill 
w'oidd he useful in their army, and who would he 
readily induced to chan‘ij’(^ his service. IJiit on this 
point th(‘y found Sir Diiij^^ald iinexpect4*dly obsti- 
nate. H<‘ had en^ajj^iMl with llie Kiiif^l'ora (Certain 
term, and, till that w'as expired, his priuci|>les would 
not p<*rmit any shadow of chaiif^inj;:. Tim (Cove- 
nanters, aj**:iiii, understood no such nice distinction, 
and lie Avas iii tin? utmost danfj^(»r of falling a mar- 
tyr, not to this or that p(ditical principle, but mere- 
ly to his own sUact ideas of a military enlistment, 
fortunately, his friends discovered, by computa- 
tion, that there nmiafin'd but a fortnight to elapse 
of flie engagemmit he had formed, and to wdiicli, 
though certain it Avas iwwer to he reiioAA’ed, no poAver 
on earth could make him false. With some diffi- 
culty tlMjy procured a repiMtwe for this short space, 
after Avhich they found liim perfectly Avilling to come 
under aihAMMigcgimumts tlu'y chose to dictate. lie 
•iiitered ^he service of the Estates accordingly, and 
wrought 4jiuis(df forAA'ard to 1)0 Major in (Jilhert 
K(u-’s cor}?^ commonly called the Kirk's Own lie- 
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of llorsi*. Of liis fa. tluT history wr kiiow 
until w(» fiinl liiin in possos^ion of his p:i- 
tonnil rstalo <»f Drumthwackot, which lu» a* Muiiwl, 
not l)y tho sword, but bya pacific intt‘nuaiTiaiv«**‘vitli 
Ifaiinah St radian, a matron somewhat stricken in 
years, the widow of the Aherd<'ensliire (a>vi*nanter. 

Sir I)ni»ald is supjxmrd to liave snrvivefl flie de- 
volution, as traditions 4 )f no very <listaiit date re- 
pres 4 *nt l»iin as crniziiiir about in that i-onntry, very 
old, very deaf, and very *1011 of iiiU'rniinahh* stories 
about the iininortal Giistavns Atlolphns, tin; Lion 
of the North, and the bulwark of the Protestant 
Faith. 


Kkadeu ! Tiik Tales of mv Landlord arc 
now finally dosiul, and it was my purpose* to liavc 
addressed thee in the vein of Jt»d(‘diali Cleislibo- 
tham ; but, like Horani the son of Asinar, and all 
otiicr iinag'iiiary story-tellers, Jedediah has melted 
into til in air. 

Mr (lleishlmthani bore the same roseriddanee to 
Ariel^ as he at whose voice In* rose doth to the s-ip^o 
Prospero ; and yet, so ffmd are wa? of the fictions 
of our own fancy, that I p.art witli Iriiu, a^d aP liis 
imaginary localities, with idle reliietam**?. I am 
aware this is a feeling in wdiicli the readiV wdll lit- 
tle sympathize ; but he cannot be inot*j sensible 
than I am, that sufficient varieties hav*i now been 
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exhibited of the ScottTsh character^ to exhaust one 
individuaVs powers of observation^ and that to per- 
sist \ld be useless and tedious. I have tlie va- 
nitju^o suppo?o, that the popularity of these Novels 
Jias sliowii my countrymen, and tlieir peculiarities, 
in lights which wore new to tlio Southern reader ; 
and that many, hitherto indiilEs'rent upon the sub- 
ject, have been induced to read Scottish liistory, 
• ^om the allusions to it in these works of fiction. 

I retire from the field,*conscious that there re- 
mains behind not only a large harvest, but labour- 
ers capable of gathering it in. More than on(* 
writer has of late displayed talents of this descrip- 
tion ; and if the present author, himself a phantom, 
may be permitted to distinguish a brother, or per- 
haps a sister shadow, he would mention^ in par- 
ticular, the author of the very lively work entitled, 
“ Marriage.” , 


END OP VOLUME FIFTEENTH. 
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